
 

 



Casting Calls 
 
Basic Info + Contact:  
Buttons is a 10-20 minute budgeted, undergraduate senior honors 
thesis film with multiple locations and a crew. In order to give 
potential talent a general sense of the film, we have included an 
“about the project” section. Following this is info on the roles. 
Thanks for reading! 
 
Contact: Anastasia Antonova 
Call/txt- 805.453.7018  
Email- AJBOSTONPRODUCTIONS@GMAIL.COM 
 
 
 

 

AUDITIONS 
When: Open calls on Saturday, March 11, 12pm to 3:30pm & 
Sunday, March 12, 10am to 3pm.  
OR CALL/TXT/EMAIL TO SCHEDULE. 
 
Where: Room 219 (second floor), Mayer Campus Center, Tufts 
University. 44 Professors Row, Medford, MA 02155. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



ABOUT THE PROJECT 
 
 
Film  
Buttons is a short film about Yuliana who, upon being fired from 
yet another job, attempts to overcome her phobia of clothing 
buttons by creating a fashion line in time for the world-renowned 
Medford Fashion Week. The film is about the internal experience of 
and social reaction to abnormal behavior. In genre, the film is a 
coming-of-age comedy-drama.  
 
Aesthetic Style  
The film will play around with dreamy aesthetics. Think bright, 
saturated, and theatrical! Since fashion is closely tied to gender 
and body politics, we would like to see a queering in wardrobe and 
have purposefully left out any gender specifications (and names*) 
except for the protagonist—who we would like to keep female for 
the sake of increasing female protagonist-led films.  
 
Production Style 
The film will play around with continuity and improvisation as it 
has a more point-of-view narrative perspective. Since this film is 
focused on trying new things, there will be more focus on fluidity 
and experimentation of acting, framing, sequencing, etc. The script 
will be a loose guide and filming will be focused on how to best 
visualize Yuliana’s internal processing of dealing with and 
overcoming of her phobia while existing in a social world 
represented by the supporting characters. If there is a better way 
to do that than what is written in the script, we want to hear it! 
 
Compensation 
The film’s budget is currently not yet allocated. As such, we cannot 
promise monetary compensation at this time. While talent 
compensation is up in the air for now, food, props, and costumes 
will always be provided on set as well materials for reels and 
portfolios after production. We believe in compensating people for 
their talent so we will try our best to do so! 

*actors will choose names of the role they play 
 



ROLES 
 
 
Yuliana – Lead 
Yuliana has struggled with a phobia of clothing buttons since her 
childhood, which has led her a relatively isolated and unstable life. 
After being fired from her last job, she decides that she needs 
overcome her phobia head-on and decides to develop a fashion 
line to do so. Peculiar both in personality and in style, Yuliana 
becomes more and more desperate to “normalize” herself out of 
her phobia as her show with Medford Fashion Week gets closer. 
Think Iris Apfel (best seen in the documentary IRIS). 
Age: 30s-60s 
Gender: Female 
Mental health status: Preference given for those who have had a 
lived experience with phobia or other mental illness and 
understand the complexities of internal conflict as well as the 
navigation of environmental and social interaction when one is 
dealing with mental illness. 
Identity status: Preference given to those of marginalized identity.  
Schedule: Filming will take place on weekends during the first half 
of April. Exact schedule TBA. Yuliana is present during most 
scenes of the film and so will have the most screen-time but also 
the most time needed on set. 
 
Intern – Supporting  
Intern is Yuliana’s main confidant. Intern is introverted and mostly 
likes hanging out with Yuliana for the ridiculousness of it. However, 
as Yuliana begins to be vulnerable with Intern, they begin to open 
up about their own anxieties and fears. Think April from Parks and Rec. 
Age: Any 
Gender: Any. 
Identity status: Preference given to those of marginalized identity.  
Schedule: Filming will take place on weekends during the first half 
of April. Exact schedule TBA. Will likely require three days of 
filming. Intern is an important role of the film and has long 
speaking roles and opportunities for improvisation. 
 



Therapist – Supporting 
Therapist exists as a role counter to the “evil shrink” and “all-
knowing therapist” tropes of mainstream media. While they 
helpfully guide a lot of Yuliana’s experiences with attempting to 
overcome her phobia, Therapist also has certain shortcomings due 
to the nature of working within a field which labels any abnormal 
behavior as a disorder. This is a source of conflict for Yuliana and 
Therapist during sessions. Think Sally Field’s therapist role in Sybil.  
Age: 30s-60s. 
Gender: Any. 
Identity status: Preference given to those of marginalized identity.  
Schedule: Filming will take place on weekends during the first half 
of April. Exact schedule TBA. Will likely require three days of 
filming. Therapist is an important role of the film and has long 
speaking roles and opportunities for improvisation. 
 
Committee – Supporting 
Committee is a group (two to three individuals) of Medford 
Fashion Week executives who ultimately decide whether Yuliana 
gets to show at Fashion Week or not. They are pretty judgmental, 
stigmatizing, and minimizing of Yuliana’s. They represent the 
overall social reaction to deviant behavior. Think Miranda from 
Devil Wears Prada. 
Age: 30s-60s. 
Gender: Any. 
Identity status: Preference given to those of marginalized identity.  
Schedule: Filming will take place on weekends during the first half 
of April. Exact schedule TBA. Will likely require two days of filming. 
Committee is an important role of the film and has long speaking 
roles and opportunities for improvisation.  
 
Boss – Small speaking role 
Boss fires Yuliana from her job and is not very sympathetic to her 
phobia and struggle. 
Age: 40-70s. 
Gender: Any.  
Identity status: Preference given to those of marginalized identity.  



Schedule: Filming will take place on weekends during the first half 
of April. Exact schedule TBA. Will likely only require attendance for 
a half day of filming.  
 
Models + Speaking/non-speaking extras 
As the film’s setting is within the world of clothing and fashion, 
models will be present throughout! It will be a fun, low-pressure 
part to dress up and experiment with aesthetics! 
Age: Any. 
Gender: Any and all gender identities interested. 
Identity status: Preference given to those of marginalized identity.  
Note: Costumes will be focused on queering traditional binary 
norms ascribed to clothing (ie women’s and men’s collections). 
Those who are interested in challenging norms as it relates to 
fashion or otherwise are so encouraged to reach out and do so in 
the film! We would also encourage all body types to reach out, as 
this is also an important part of fashion to push back against! 
Schedule: Filming will take place on weekends during the first half 
of April. Exact schedule TBA. Speaking roles available to those 
interested. Amount of involvement is flexible.  
***Those interested in non-speaking roles, please just email, text, or 
call – no audition necessary!  
 


