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With the Aquarium reopened, a long, rich tradition of educating, entertaining, and  
amazing visitors continues. A dedicated staff of thirty volunteers welcome between 600 
and 900 visitors every Saturday. The Belle Isle Aquarium may be the only all-volunteer  
run aquarium in the country! Children delight in finding “Nemo” in the coral reef tank  
and gathering to see the moray eel fed while experts can observe the only displayed  
collection of all seven gar species in the nation. There is something for everyone at the 
Belle Isle Aquarium! Admission and parking are free. The Belle Isle Aquarium is  
Reopened After Seven Years.

On September 15, 2012, Mayor Bing cut the ribbon to reopen the beloved Albert Kahn-
designed Belle Isle Aquarium. The Aquarium is open every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Reopening the Aquarium was among the 
Belle Isle Conservancy’s first acts after 
forming in January, 2012. 

Currently 14 tanks exhibit fresh water 
and marine life from around the world. 
Although not every tank is filled, no tank 
is empty. Tanks awaiting restoration 
display exhibits by local artists including 
Pewabic Pottery, Marshall M. Fredericks 
and The Michigan Glass Project. A tank 

sponsorship program is being planned. Renovations to the Aquarium’s roof and  
windows have been made thanks to grants from the National Trust and the State  

Historic Preservation Office with  
matching funds provided by  
the Conservancy.

Please be inspired to become a  
member of the Belle Isle Conservancy  
to preserve, protect, support, and  
restore Belle Isle’s treasures for the 
enjoyment of all. 

THE RE-OPENING OF THE AQUARIUM

The Belle Isle Conservancy is fortunate to have a bevy of volunteers working 
on its behalf, the efforts of whom have delighted thousands of attendees.

The historic Belle 
Isle Park has been 
an  important part of 
the Detroit fabric for 
generations, and the 
future looks bright.
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Children delight in finding “Nemo” in the coral 
reef tank and gathering to see the moray eel fed 
while experts can observe the only displayed 
collection of all seven gar species in the nation.
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Upcoming EventsEvents
D O N ’ T  M I S S  T H E S E

GOLIGHTLY AGRISCIENCE PROGRAM PLANT SALE  
The Golightly Agriscience Program Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 19 from noon to 3 p.m. 
BELLE ISLE GREENHOUSES

BELLE ISLE CONSERVANCY STEWARDSHIP DAYS  
Help eradicate the invasive plants on Belle Isle. 
(All dates are 9 a.m. to noon)

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter  
and visit us at www.belleisleconservancy.org 
for more news, events, updates and more!

2ND ANNUAL RESTORE THE PEWABIC TILES TO 
SCOTT FOUNTAIN FUNDRAISING EVENT  
Friday, June 7 from 6 to 9 p.m., at Pewabic Pottery

PATHWAYS TO THE GARDEN  
TBD in September

9TH ANNUAL POLISH THE JEWEL LUNCHEON  
Wednesday, September 25

April 20 
May 18 
June 15 
July 20 

August 17 
September 21 
October 19 
November 16

THE 2013 GRAND PRIXMIERE 
The Grand Prixmiere, Detroit’s “can’t miss” 
event of the summer and the official launch 
party for Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle Grand 
Prix will be held at DTE Energy’s Town 
Square on Friday, May 31st. The evening 
benefits the Belle Isle Conservancy (BIC), 
and supports its mission to protect,  
preserve, restore and enhance  
Belle Isle Park, now and forever. 
Friday, May 31, 2013 
DTE ENERGY TOWN SQUARE 
 

Sarah Earley, Chair 
Community Volunteer

Ethan Vinson, Esq., Vice Chair 
Cummings, McClorey, Davis & Acho

Paul Huxley, Treasurer 
Strategic Staffing Solutions

Joyce Hayes-Giles, Secretary 
DTE Energy

Kate Beebe, Katherine Beebe & Associates

Ed Deeb, Michigan Food & Beverage Association/ 
Michigan Business & Professional Association

Janice Ellison, Community Volunteer

Cynthia Ford, Community Volunteer

Ray C. Johnson, Global Educational Services

Judy Jonna, Jonna Detroit Lofts/JMJ Solutions

Alicia B. Masse, Ernst & Young

Vance Patrick, R.V. Patrick Construction

Buzz Thomas, The Thomas Group

Marilyn Tuchow, Community Volunteer

City of Detroit Representatives

Emmett Moten, Mayoral Appointee

Councilman James Tate, Detroit City Council

Alicia Minter, Director, Detroit Recreation Department

Brad Dick, Director, General Services Department

Keith Flournoy, Belle Isle Park ManagerM I S S I O N :

B O A R D  M E M B E R S :

The mission of the Belle Isle Conservancy 
is to protect, preserve, restore and enhance  

the natural environment, historic  
structures and unique character of  
Belle Isle as a public park for the  

enjoyment of all – now and forever.

Board of Directors

The Belle Isle Conservancy is governed by a 19-member board of directors, including five appointees from the 
City of Detroit: a seat appointed by the Mayor, one by the City Council, representatives from the Recreation 
Department and General Services Department, and the manager of Belle Isle in the Recreation Department.

B E L L E  I S L E  C O N S E R V A N C Y
www.BelleIsleConservancy.org

8109 East Jefferson  |  Detroit, MI 48214
phone (313) 331-7760  |  fax (313) 331-1500
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BELLE ISLE CONSERVANCY NAMES  
MICHELE HODGES PRESIDENT

Volunteers and In Kind Supporters 
Accelerate our Work

“I look forward to working 
with all involved parties to 
ensure that Belle Isle remains  
a unique urban park.”

On December 6, 2012, the Belle Isle Conservancy announced the hiring of Michele Hodges as the organization’s first President. Hodges 
was selected after a six-month, nation-wide search and was previously the President of the Troy Chamber of Commerce. As President of 
the Conservancy, Hodges is responsible for building and attracting necessary resources to fuel BIC’s mission, i.e., building community  
support and advocacy for the park while securing Belle Isle as a 
jewel for all to enjoy.

“We are thrilled to have Michele join the Belle Isle Conservancy. She 
possesses strong management skills and is a proven collaborator, 
communicator and innovator” said Sarah Earley, BIC Board Chair. 

Fearless, tech-savvy, energetic and ready to work are just a few of the adjectives that  
describe members of Generation Y. These are also the reasons many non-profits have 
been turning to young adults, in the form of “junior boards,” to capitalize on their time, 
talent and networks.

Last summer, the Belle Isle Conservancy followed suit when it partnered with 12 young 
professionals to form the Emerging Patrons Council. This group will engage their peers  
in the mission of the Belle Isle Conservancy and ensure that their generation has  
representation on the Council. All 12 of the Council members live in Detroit, share a  
common passion for improving Belle Isle and are highly diverse, both professionally  
and socially. They are the textbook definition of the “New Detroit.”

In just six months the Council has already made significant strides in modernizing the  
Conservancy. They are doing this by launching an improved website, creating and enhancing 
a social media presence and by finding new ways to increase community engagement.

2013 promises to be a pivotal year 
for the Emerging Patrons Council. In 
addition to working on web and social 
media, they are planning four events. 
These include a launch party and after-
glow for the Grand Prixmiere, working 
on recreation and activity planning 
for the Island while also launching a 
fundraising campaign.

The Historic Preservation Committee is pleased to report progress on multiple fronts, the first  
being continued efforts to restore the Services Building and Horse Stables roof. The final phase  
will commence in April, which will ensure the integrity of the building is protected until such time  
a complete restoration can occur.

Additionally, the Conservancy has pledged matching dollars for the procurement of two State 
Historic Preservation grants, the first for façade repairs to the Nancy Brown Peace Carillon Tower, 
and the second for improvements to the 1904 Albert Kahn designed Aquarium. A final decision is 
expected soon. 

The process for conducting an assessment of historic structures has been initiated, the result of 
which will be a laser like focus on the highest priority needs and opportunities. The assessments 
will be conducted in tandem with professional consultants, and the highly able stable of committee 
members. The data which results will ensure Belle Isle’s historic assets are in line for the highest 
quality preservation.

Building on the success of the Aquarium brochure, under development is a series of additional  
brochures designed to showcase the Detroit Boat Club/House, and the Scott Fountain. Thereafter, 
the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory, and many of the beautiful sculptures that grace the Island 
will be featured. The content will be included on the Conservancy website as well, and the result 
will be an easily accessible and accurate history of Belle Isle.

Intrigued? Want to help? For more information please contact the Conservancy office at  
(313) 331-7760, or belleisleconsevancy@gmail.com.

It is our hope that the Emerging Patrons Council will provide a natural opportunity to 
identify and cultivate new leadership in the Conservancy and to bridge the gap between 
generations who have a lot to learn from each other.

“Her background of working with local and state government will be invaluable in her 
new role.” While at the Troy Chamber, Hodges spearheaded initiatives improving the 
business and residential climates in the city. Hodges proved her leadership skills at the 
Chamber which included the approval of the new $6.3-million Troy Transit Center.

“I’m excited to take on the challenging role of leading the Belle Isle Conservancy,” stated 
Hodges. “I look forward to working with all involved parties to ensure that Belle Isle 

remains a unique urban park.” Hodges’ depth of experience will provide the Conservancy 
with a president capable of identifying and leveraging opportunities to advance its mission.

Hodges holds a degree in urban planning from Michigan State University, an Economic 
Developers Institute certificate from the University of Oklahoma and an Institute for  
Organization Management designation from Loyola Marymount University. A lifelong 
Michigander who grew up near 8 Mile Road in Detroit, Hodges is married to Matt, her 
husband of 22 years, and has two darling daughters as well as two mischievous cats. 

The Belle Isle Conservancy is the benefactor of many generous supporters that give of their 
time and talents without hesitation.  With each issue of this newsletter, we will reserve this 
space to feature these remarkable people and organizations.  Sincere thanks to you all, and 
please know your contributions are much appreciated.

Janice Ellison, Conservatory Volunteer

Ian Gray, Inside Out Design  
& Development

Marcy Hayes, C & B Scene

Evette Hollins, Comerica Bank

Justin Jacobs, Come Play Detroit

Vance Patrick, Aquarium Volunteer

Mebby Pearson, Environmental  
Steward Volunteer

Scott Remington, Remington Group

HISTORIC PRESERVATION NEWS

The Detroit Boat Club is one of Belle Isle Park’s most treasured historic  
structures, and the commitment to its restoration remains strong.

THE BELLE ISLE CONSERVANCY PRESENTS  
THE EMERGING PATRONS COUNCIL
Bridging the Generation Gap

…They are the textbook definition 
of the “New Detroit.”


