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I’m excited to report the list of Belle Isle Conservancy accomplishments continues to grow, thanks in 
large part to our many corporate and individual supporters. We sincerely thank each and every one of you.

Substantial updates to Sunset Point are complete, and an almost $1M horse stables roof repair was 
completed to historic preservation standards. A George Mason design, architect of the Grand Hotel 
on Mackinac Island, the building not only has an architectural pedigree, but a rich historic tradition 
associated with it as well. 

The Conservancy looks onward to a 
partnership with the City of Detroit, 
and State Historic Preservation Office, 
to undertake restoration projects at the 
Aquarium and Nancy Brown Peace  
Memorial Carillon. The total value 
of both is $177,000, with completion 
expected by September of 2014. We  
are also in pursuit of a City of Detroit 
historic designation, which will lead  
to a bevy of resources once achieved.

We are engaging a planning process 
to ensure future priorities are properly 
established, and we have not forgotten 
the importance of environmental  
stewardship. This pace of activity 
requires a solid staff team, so we  
are building the organization in that 
regard as well.

The future is bright.

FROM THE DESK OF 
THE PRESIDENT OF BIC

Michele Hodges

Old Horse Stable after roof renovation



Environmental volunteer efforts in Belle Isle’s 200 acre forest have 
been phenomenal in 2013. We are now beginning to see the forest 
floor come alive with native species beginning to re-emerge. The 
areas that have been greatly impacted by our volunteers are the 
Nashua Trail, the Oakway Corridor, the former Zoo and the Sylvan 
Canal. Volunteering started in January and continues every third 
Saturday of each month except December. The BIC also partners with 
the Alliance for the Great Lakes for shoreline data and water testing.

Thanks to the generosity of the Woman’s National Farm and  
Garden Clubs, specifically the Franklin and Troy branches, we  
were able to purchase additional lilies for the Easter Show; 30 
orchids, a papaya tree, cocoa tree; vanilla bean and stilt palm.  
We also want to thank the WNF&GA, Franklin and Grosse Pointe 
branches and the Pleasant Ridge Garden Club who generously 
donated funds to enhance the Conservatory.

Volunteers continue to work in the Lily Pond every Saturday at  
10:30 a.m.  We also host tours of the Conservatory for groups.  

Submitted by Melvadean Pearson, Conservation Steward Chair

Submitted by Janice Ellison, Conservatory Chair

We will begin a Floristic Quality Assessment along with a Management  
Plan for the forest. I encourage you to roll up your sleeves at least 
one time this year and lend a hand. We have also raised some 3,000 
native plant species in the greenhouses thanks in large part to 
Golightly School students and other volunteers. 

Upcoming 2013 Stewardship Work Days  
are Sept. 21, Oct. 19 and Nov. 16. 

Ed Krappmann, our Docent Chair, has 40 years’  
experience leading visitors through the facility.  
To schedule a tour or volunteer to become  
a docent, please contact  
the Conservancy office,  
phone number: 313-331-7760.

Lily Pond Fall Cleanup 
Saturday, October 19  
10:30 am; lunch on us

FOREST UPDATE

CONSERVATORY JOTTINGS

Island Stewardship Saturday, City Year-Young Heroes
Cocktails at the Conservatory, Emerging Patrons Council
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Submitted by Tatiana Grant, Emerging Patrons Council

This summer, the Detroit Recreation Department and the Conservancy launched a new program called “Belle Isle Summer Saturdays” (BLISS). 
Launched on July 20th, BLISS will be held on the third Saturday of the month in August and September. Its activities include yoga classes, tours  
of the island, children’s arts & crafts by Arts & Scraps, Detroit River Sports Rentals and bike rentals through Wheelhouse Detroit. There  
are also food trucks and much more. All programming is being undertaken in partnership with Detroit area non-profits, small businesses, 
corporations, community groups and individuals. Supported by the GM and Kresge Foundations, the last BLISS day will be Sept. 21.  
For brochures, maps and program details go to the tent by the Aquarium. Non-profit or business partners should contact: Tatiana Grant  
at (248) 914-4578 or tgrant@infusedpr.com. 

The Belle Isle Aquarium is open every Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. and admission is still free. Look for the Aquarium 
in upcoming Pure Michigan commercials. On an improvement 
note, the Aquarium is about to receive $90,000 in exterior 
rehabilitation funds thanks to the State Historical Preservation 
Office and the BIC. In 2012, the Aquarium received a brand 
new roof thanks to the CLG Historic Preservation Fund. Inside 
the building, exhibit tanks previously filled with the work of 
local artists, are now being prepared for new aquatic displays.  
This work is being done by our peerless volunteers. In 
partnership with Wayne State University, we have also begun 
hosting “Science Saturday,” a series that talks about aquatic 
life in the Great lakes. Lectures are given at 11 a.m., noon  
and again at 1 p.m. in the Aquarium classroom. Upcoming 
“Science Saturday” dates will be announced on our website.

FIND BLISS DURING “Belle Isle Summer Saturdays”

POPULAR AQUARIUM  
NOW BETTER THAN EVERCocktails at the Conservatory, Emerging Patrons Council

BLISS-Kid’s Art Class

Koi Transfer-Lily Pond

Contributors to the Newsletter:  Jennifer Boardman, Janice Ellison, Lori Feret, Tatiana Grant, Marcy Hayes, Michele Hodges, Melvadean Pearson and James Turnbull
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A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

V O L U N T E E R  C O R N E R

A Public-Private Partnership-Belle Isle Conservancy works in close partnership with the City of Detroit. We bring  
the needed resources to Belle Isle Park: planning and funding improvements; providing extra hands to do work that  
the City cannot afford to do otherwise; being an advocate to preserve and protect the park so that everyone may enjoy it.

The Conservancy is grateful for the support of the Foundation community, which has enabled acceleration toward the  
goal of a sustainable Belle Isle Park. We’d like to publicly acknowledge Charter One, Community Foundation of  
Southeast Michigan, DTE Energy Foundation, Erb Foundation, Ford Fund, GM Foundation, Kresge Foundation,  
McGregor Foundation, REI, and the State Historic Preservation Office.

Upcoming EventsEvents
D O N ’ T  M I S S  T H E S E

THE GARDEN PARTY ON BELLE ISLE  
Thursday, September 5th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the grounds of the Anna 
Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory. The $50 ticket includes music, hors d’oeuvres 
and cocktails with a focus on Michigan brews and spirits and an art exhibit and 
sale featuring area artists. Proceeds will fund the restoration of two historic 
bronze sculptures at the Conservatory. 

VIP BENEFACTORS HIT THE HEIGHTS  
A special VIP reception, hosted by Rock Ventures and Quicken Loans, will be 
held on Wednesday, September 18th for Polish the Jewel Benefactor patrons. 
The historic and incredibly scenic rooftop terrace of The M@dison Building in 
Detroit will present amazing skyline views. Guests will be able to buy the latest 
couture hats and fascinators of Gena Conti Millinery.

POLISH THE JEWEL, BELLE ISLE LEGACY LUNCHEON  
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 11 a.m. at the Belle Isle Casino where luncheon 
guests can meet, mingle and study the outstanding silent auction items. Fox 2 
News Anchor Monica Gayle is this year’s Mistress of Ceremonies, while the 
luncheon chairperson is Sheila Cockrel. 2012’s 500 guests helped raise over 
$200,000 to support the Conservancy’s mission. 

For tickets to the above visit our website  
at www.belleisleconservancy.org. 

STEWARDSHIP SATURDAYS:  
Help eradicate the invasives on September 21, October 19 and November 16.

Polish The Jewel Luncheon, 2012

The Garden Party on Belle Isle,  
Melvadean Pearson, Sarah Earley, BIC Chair, 
Carol Gove, Event Chair and Joan McKean
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One very upset young lady 
watched as the Aquarium 
was closed and locked to 
visitors on April 3, 2005. 
At the age of five, Brooke 
Boardman decided she 
wanted to find a way 
to connect with other 
children raising awareness 
of the importance of the 
Aquarium and raising 
funds to reopen it.  
Brooke then became one 
of Belle Isle Aquarium’s 
first volunteers. 

Brooke (now 13) still finds time to volunteer in the 
biannual koi transfers in the spring and fall, where 
the koi are moved between their winter tanks in the 
Aquarium’s basement and their summer home in the 
lily pond, and on Saturdays. On September 15, 2012, 
Brooke stood, proudly, next to Mayor Bing when he 
cut the ribbon officially reopening the Aquarium for 
all kids and their families.

Congratulations Brooke!

Several years ago Melvadean Pearson was recruited by Friends 
of Belle Isle president, Roberta Henrion, to their Board to begin 
a stewardship program. Trained in groundwater stewardship and 
working in four counties for Americorps, she is a Master Gardener 
and studied native plants. She has her Master’s degree in Urban 
Planning focusing on Belle Isle’s forest. She was a perfect fit to take on 
this monumental task.

Drawing attention to Belle Isle’s invasive species which were  
destroying the forest, she helped institute the Stewardship Saturday’s 
program which has attracted many groups to volunteer on Belle Isle. 
As of January, 2013, 17,000 volunteers hours had been logged  
working on Belle Isle’s natural landscape. So far this year there  
have been more than 7,500 hours donated to this cause.

Melvadean continues to teach adults and children the importance, and 
the fascination, of natural resources and how to deal positively with 
the land. She is an expert at finding groups who want to work and finds 
the volunteers to be dedicated, interested and good ecological citizens.

V O L U N T E E R  C O R N E R

Brooke Boardman in May, 2011 with 
her artwork for Night at the Aquarium

Melvadean Pearson Stewardship Saturday with  
International Visitors Council volunteer

As of January, 2013, 17,000 volunteers hours had been logged 
working on Belle Isle’s natural landscape. So far this year there  
have been more than 7,500 hours donated to this cause.

BROOKE BOARDMAN

BECOME A MEMBER
All are welcome to become a member. Annual dues start as low as $10 and members receive our newsletter and invitations to events like 
The Garden Party, Grand Prixmiere and the Polish the Jewel luncheon. Best of all, members are part of the Belle Isle family. Your annual 
membership dues strengthen the Conservancy, and your membership demonstrates how many people care about Belle Isle Park. If you 
would like to become a member or make a donation, please go to our website: www.belleisleconservancy.org. Together,  
our powerful voice will protect our island park - now and forever. Forms can be completed online under the Get Involved tab.

BECOME A SUPPORTER
Financial contributions are essential to make the Belle Isle Conservancy successful. Your gift is tax deductible. You may give to special 
projects or simply make an unrestricted gift to support Conservancy operations for costs, such as staff and marketing.

MELVADEAN PEARSON
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL  
ANNUAL BELLE ISLE  
SPRING CLEANUP
Over 400 cheerful volunteers lined up on the steps of the 
historic Casino to be assigned a cleaning area. They then 
left to do their part in beautifying the island armed with 
brooms, shovels, garbage bags, gloves and other tools. 
Lunch was donated by Absopure Water Co., Towne Club 
Pop, Better Made Potato Chips, Uncle Ray’s Potato Chips, 
Piquette Market, Pepperidge Farms Outlet in St. Clair Shores 
and the Detroit Recreation Department.

THE GREATLY-IMPROVED 
DOSSIN GREAT LAKES  
MUSEUM REOPENS
A $2 million renovation took five long months, but all agree 
it was worth the wait. On Saturday, May 12, 2013, the 
public was invited to see the “new” Dossin Museum and 
the first improvements since it opened in 1960. Admission 
is free and the Dossin is open Saturdays and Sundays  
from 10 am until 5 pm through September 1 and from  
11 am to 4 pm after the 1st.

R.E.S. RIDERS SADDLE UP FOR  
THEIR DREAM TRAIL RIDE
The Renaissance Equestrian Society brought over 100 horses and riders to Belle Isle on  
Saturday, May 18 for their third annual Dream Trail Ride. The five and a half mile ride traveled 
around the Island. A portion of the ride proceeds were donated to the Barbara Ann Karmanos 
Cancer Institute and the R.E.S. 

Volunteers at the Annual Spring Cleanup

Renaissance Equestrian Society Trail Ride,  
Marcus Oubre and Henry White

Dossin Museum-front with cannons

Around Belle IsleWHAT IS HAPPENING
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BELLE ISLE HABITAT  
RESTORATION
The $2 million habitat restoration has transformed the Blue Heron 
Lagoon opening it up to the river creating a perfect environment for 
young and growing fish. Breakwaters were constructed at the South 
Fishing Pier to protect the fish. Funding came through a federal grant 
program from the EPA’s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative under the 
leadership of Friends of Detroit River.

THEY’RE EVERYWHERE! 
THEY’RE EVERYWHERE!
The DIA is exhibiting 8 reproductions of their masterpieces on  
Belle Isle with their INSIDE/OUTSIDE 2013 program. Walk, hike,  
bike or jog to the Island to see these works in perfect surroundings.  
Locations of the paintings can be found on the DIA’s website 
www.dia.org. 

BELLE ISLE ADOPT-A-BEACH 
CLEANUP
This year’s cleanup led by Clean Water Action partnering with the 
Alliance for the Great Lakes and the Belle Isle Conservancy will take 
place on Saturday, September 21 at 9 am. Volunteers are needed and 
invited. The Alliance is conducting multiple beach cleanups and will 
inform state and local officials on the health of our lakes and rivers.  
To register for this event, go to www.greatlakesadopt.org.

D E P A R T U R E S
GOODBYE, MR. FLOURNOY!
The former manager of Belle Isle Park, Keith Flournoy has left Detroit for Texas. Often working seven days a 
week on the Island, Keith was dedicated to making sure the Belle Isle experience was great for all visitors. 
Tracey Lawrence, reservation and events coordinator, said: “He inspired staff to do more because he himself, 
always, went above and beyond.” All of us at the Belle Island Conservancy wish him the best of luck in his 
new position. We look forward to working with Ms. Terri Conner his replacement in continuing to enhance 
the Belle Isle experience.

FRIENDS WHO WILL BE GREATLY MISSED
It is with sad hearts that we extend our condolences to the family of “Gardener Supreme”, Bonnie Delsener, who passed away in June.  
Bonnie was a longtime volunteer at the Conservatory whose wit and timely advice will be greatly missed by all of us who knew her.  
Thanks go to her friends and especially to her family for their generous memorial contributions to the Conservatory.

Donald Lindow, a native of Detroit and a Grosse Pointe Woods resident, passed away late last year. He was involved in many civic  
organizations but was particularly fond of Belle Isle. Donald gave much time and assistance to the Conservancy. We want to thank all  
his friends and family who contributed so generously in his name to the BIC. 

Keith Flournoy

Around Belle Isle

Blue Heron Lagoon Project
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Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter  
and visit us at www.belleisleconservancy.org  
for more news, events, updates and more!

Correction: The picture in the last issue of the Detroit Yacht 
Club was mislabeled Boat Club. Please pardon our error.

M I S S I O N :

Protect, preserve, restore and enhance the  
natural environment, historic structures and  
unique character of Belle Isle as a public park  

for the enjoyment of all-now and forever.

B E L L E  I S L E  C O N S E R V A N C Y
www.BelleIsleConservancy.org

8109 East Jefferson  |  Detroit, MI 48214
phone (313) 331-7760  |  fax (313) 331-1500
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Sarah Earley, Chair 
Community Volunteer

Ethan Vinson, Esq., Vice Chair 
Cummings, McClorey, Davis & Acho

Paul Huxley, Treasurer 
Strategic Staffing Solutions

Joyce Hayes Giles, Secretary 
DTE Energy

Kate Beebe, Katherine Beebe & Associates

Ed Deeb, Michigan Food & Beverage  
Association/Michigan Business &  
Professional Association

Janice Ellison, Community Volunteer

Cynthia Ford, Community Volunteer

Ray C. Johnson, Global Educational Services

Judy Jonna, Jonna Detroit Lofts/ 
JMJ Solutions

Alicia B. Masse, Ernst & Young

Vance Patrick, R.V. Patrick Construction

Buzz Thomas, The Thomas Group

Marilyn Tuchow, Community Volunteer

City of Detroit Representatives

Emmett Moten, Mayoral Appointee

Councilman James Tate, Detroit City Council

Alicia Minter, Director, Detroit Recreation 
Department

Brad Dick, Director, General Services 
Department

Terri Conner, Senior Public Service Supervisor, 
Belle Isle

B O A R D  M E M B E R S :
Board of Directors

The Belle Isle Conservancy is governed by a 19-member board of directors, including 
five appointees from the City of Detroit: a seat appointed by the Mayor, one by the 
City Council, representatives from the Recreation Department and General Services 
Department, and the manager of Belle Isle in the Recreation Department.


