
	

	

	
 

	

March, 2016 
 
2014 and 2013 Northern Rhône 
Domaine Jean-Louis Chave 
by Josh Raynolds 
 
2014 Hermitage Blanc 
Tasted in components: #1, from Peleat: Vibrant and minerally, displaying superb 
clarity and lift. Tastes like a very serious Grand Cru white Burgundy, with vibrant 
citrus and orchard fruit character and a suave blend of power and finesse. #2, 
from Rocoules: More pit fruit and deeper and smokier in style, with emerging 
hints of sweet butter and iodine. #3, a blend of Rocoules and l'Ermite: Taut, 
focused and pure, offering densely packed orange and pear flavors and a sexy 
floral nuance. Rich yet nervy was well, displaying excellent closing thrust. The 
ultimate wine should be a great cellar candidate, possessing the richness of fruit to 
give some early appeal but the depth, structure and balance to age effortlessly. (95-
96 points) 
 
2013 Hermitage Blanc 
Pale gold. Powerful, sharp aromas of mineral-accented pear, nectarine, orange pith 
and candied ginger, backed by hints of pungent flowers and iodine. In a bright, 
vibrant but concentrated style; a solid core of minerality adds cut and lift to the 
intense, impressively concentrated orchard and pit fruit flavors. Tightens up slowly 
with air and finishes dry, minerally and extremely long, leaving behind sexy floral 
and candied citrus fruit notes. (96 points) 
 
2014 Saint-Joseph 
Tasted in components: #1, from Bachasson: Highly perfumed aromas and flavors 
of fresh dark berries and cherry, bearing an intense floral overtone. Juicy and 
precise with excellent clarity and finishing lift. #2, from 90-year-old vines in Clos 
Florentin: Potent dark berry and pungent flowers on the mineral-accented nose. 



	

	

Deeply concentrated yet lithe, offering vibrant blackberry and violet pastille flavors 
that open up slowly on the back half. Rich but nervy, displaying outstanding 
closing thrust and lingering sweetness. The final wine should be a weighty yet 
energetic Saint-Joseph with intense dark berry and floral character supported by a 
spine of juicy acidity and minerality. (92-94 points) 
 

 
Jean-Louis Chave's contour-planted Clos Florentin vineyard in Saint-Joseph 
 
2013 Saint-Joseph 
Deep ruby. Vibrant, sharply focused aromas of fresh dark berries, potpourri and 
licorice along with a smoky mineral overtone. Juicy and vibrant on the palate, 
offering concentrated boysenberry and bitter cherry flavors that become sweeter 
and spicier with air. Fine-grained tannins give shape to the impressively long, 
mineral-driven finish, which leaves behind sexy floral pastille and spicecake notes. 
(93 points) 
 
2014 Hermitage 
Tasted in components: #1, from Peleat: Vibrant red and dark berry character, 
along with intense floral and mineral nuances and silky texture. #2, from Beaume: 
Heady, smoke- and spice- accented dark berry and floral pastille qualities, plus a 



	

	

round, supple texture and repeating floral character on the back half. #3, from 
l'Ermite: More structured and powerful, showing intense dark fruit character and 
notes of olive and licorice that build with air. #4, from Le Méal: Exotic spices and 
candied flowers on the nose, along with bright red and dark berry qualities. Sappy 
and focused, displaying excellent depth and no excess weight. #5, from Bessards: 
Gorgeous, expressive floral pastille, incense and ripe dark berry scents and flavors. 
Weighty yet lithe, showing excellent focus and building sweetness. The final blend 
should be a beauty, combining dense, sweet red and dark berry fruit character and 
the freshness to buffer it. (95-97 points) 
 
2013 Hermitage 
(this wine is the final blend and was resting in holding tanks in preparation for 
bottling, "probably in March," according to Chave): Inky ruby. Vibrant black and 
blue fruit aromas are complicated by suggestions of candied flowers, incense and 
licorice, and a bright mineral nuance adds lift. Sweet, fleshy and focused, offering 
palate-staining cherry compote, black raspberry and violet pastille flavors accented 
by smoky Indian spices and a hint of cracked pepper. Shows impressive depth but 
comes off surprisingly lithe, finishing with superb focus and length and fine-
grained tannins that sneak in slowly. (96-97 points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	

 


