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Should the trophy hunter be driven to extinction?
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BLACK RHIND in Namibin, a ma-
Jesticelephant outside Gonare-
zhou National Park in Zimba-
bwe, and Cecil the Tion: it
seems lilke 2015 was the vear of
the trophy hunter. As western
sociely digested thisshopping st ofthreatened and
endangered species, members of the scientifie
community, conservation practitioners, hunting
associations and ecolovrism operators continued
their acrimonious and long-standing debate aro-
und one guestion: should the trophy hunter be dri-
ven intoextinetion?

Now wiuld be the time to answer that ques-
tion—in December 2015, the US Fish and Wildlife
Service announced that lions are now protected un-
der the Endangered Species Act of 1974, something
that prevents the import of trophies to the US, the
nation that leads the market,

Wildlife filmmaker and photographer Dereck
Joubert runs camps in Botswana'’s Okavango Delta,
When asked what he considers ta be the solution toe
the problems faced by a nation like Zimbabwe, with

its recent abysmal conservation history, Joubert,
whao is also the founder and chairman of'the Nati-
onal Geographic Big Cats Initintive, said, “Follow
the Botswina model—increase high-value low-vol-
ume tourism; phase oul high-volume tourism by
clusteringitinto limited arens; ban all hig cat huont-
ing, and let the species grow back; convert hunting
arens into ceobourism concessions; encourage do-
nor funding of parks and projects in parks”

The view that trophy hunting is detrimental to
species is also supported by a paper written by
Andrew Loveridge (the researcher who collared
Cecil) in which mortality among Hons between
19949 and 2004 in Hwange National Park, Zimba-
bwe's largest gaming reserve, wias examined. The
study, published in Biologival Conservation in
2007, was designed tomeasure the impact of sport
hunting heyvond the park on the lion population
within the purk. While hunting is not allowed in-
sicle the park, itis permitted in the salar areas that
surround it The researchers tagged 62 animals
(mitle and femaley and tound that sport huntersin
the safard areassurrounding the park killed 72 per
cent oftagged adult males. That isunsustamable.

There is also the view that meney earned from
trophy hunting can finance conservation efforts,
Johnny Redrigues, director of the Zimbabwe Con-
servation Task Foree, which carries out much of the
nature conservation responsibilities in the conntey,
says trophy hunting of lions might contribute to
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conservation efforts if certain parnmelers are kepl
i place, such as legal lmnits, buffers arcund nation-
al parks, noillegal baiting and more. “But the prob-
lem isthat betore issuing hunting permits, you necd
to know the wildlife population, and the govern-
ment doesn't have that information.” [t seems intu-
itive that i vou are going to shoot an animal forits
cape, you want to know if that kill will hasten ex-
tinction of the species.

Paying tokill

Humters have always said that they pay for conser-
vation, Tn support of this, the Safad Cluly Tnter-
national has a link to a New Yook Times Op-Ed
posted on theirwehsite, Wiatten by Tanzania’s most
senior wildlife conservation official, Alexander W
Songorwa, the article savs, “Hunters pay 389,800
in government fees for the opportunity Cto hunt J.
An average of aboul 200 lions are shot a vear,
generating ahout 319.6 million i revenue, All told,
trophy hunting generated roughly $75 million
for Tanzanias economy from 2008 10 20017 This
INCOTE SUPPOrEs conservation in 26 game reserves,
claims Sogorwa.

Markus Borner, former director of the Frank-
furt Zoological Garden, Germany, who oversaw
conservation programmes in Tanzania, comments,
“Ttis not trophy hunting that is threatening the sur-
vival of lions in Africn, 1t is mainly the loss of hahi-
tat due to fast growing populations that is reducing
wildlife” Borner then daves homean essential ele-
ment of the hunting argoment, “Whatever one
thinks about the moral of trophy hunting, the in-
dustey is essentinl ifhe large reserves are to survive,
not justin Africa but also in Alaska”

Adri Kitshoff, ceo of Professional Hunters”
Assoviation of South Africa, savs that the country
has an estimated 20,5 million animals that can be
huomted, with the off-take through trophy hunting
in 2008 being just 0,002 per cent of that wildlile,
Although this generalises the differentiation of
species, Kitshoffemphasises, “Tt just goes to show
how sustainable trophy hunting s in South Africa,
and how well our natural resourees are being man-
aged. It ereates incentives for our people to look
after our animals by negating competition with
wildlife for land...”

Communal benefits

Professional hunting associations ave also quick to
mention communal programmes that benefit from
trophy fees, There are three primary exam ples —
cAaMrFnE i Aimbabwe, Apmane in Zambia, and

itis nottrophy
hunting that
is threatening
the survival of
lions in Africa.
Itis mainly
theloss of
habitatdue to
fastgrowing
populations
thatis
reducing
wildlife

www.downtoearthorg.in 38

ogodaHE 12:58 PM



MCOVER STORY

shifting
ownership and
responsibility
over wildlife
resources to
communities
will cultivate
asense of
proprietorship,
provided it
offers more
than the
alternative
form of land use
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the Communal Conservation Program in Namibia,

The director of Zimbabwes camerre pro-
gramme, Charles Jonga, savs, "Our information
shows that communities are receiving 55 per cent
ofincome directly from safari operators. We are un-
able to determine at this stage what the implica-
tioms of this are o wildlife monitoring and protec-
tion..” Some of this obfuscation may be due to
corruption, which hasalso been blamed on a histo-
vy ol violence and colonialism.

Regarding the camerine figures, Vernon Bo-
oth, a wildlife conservation ccologist in Zimbabwe,
says, “You will see thatitis nolthal casy to arrive al
an amount that each individual in a commmunity
would potentially receive. The number of peaple,
i the case of camprirE, is often just too many
tomuke this meaningful. So, one hasto define what
is meant by a ‘community’. Are there several tho-
vsand people in avillage, as in Tanzania and Mo-
rambique, ov just a few families, as in Namibia
or Botswana?”

Sofor the trophy-hunters fees tosupport con-
servation, the issue appears to be how to define
what s meant by "community " and then to devel-
ap incentives at the community level to encourage
the conservation of wildlife. Has this heen done?

The director of southern Afriea’s World Wide
Funined fore Nature, Chiris Wieaver, says ves, He points
to Mamibia’s highly respected community conser-
vation programme. “The market-hased approach
toconservation has dramatically altered the mind-
set of communities from animosity to that of
embracing wildlife as a livelihood asset” Weaver
provides guidance Lo conservation partner organ-
isations for whom the term “community” normal-
Iy means just a “few families™,

So, what's the answer?
Allonw the trophy hunter to go extinet? Perhaps the
hest person 1o answer that question is an African
village resident. In an article pulilished in 1% New
York Times on September 12, 2015, Jimmy
Baitsholedi Niema savs, "Before, when there was
hunting, we wanted to protect those animals he-
canse we knew we camed something out of them.,
MNow we don't benefit at all from the animals. The
elephants and buffaloes leave after destroving our
plowing ficlds during the day. Then, atnight, the li-
oms come intoonr dreods Ceattle enclosures™]”
Shifting ownership and responsibility over
wildlifi resources to communities, many of the spe-
cialists sy, will cultivate asense of proprietorship,
provided it offers more than the alternative formns

of Tand use, Michae] 1T Knight, the chair of tocw’s
African Rhino Specialist Group and the divector of
seience for South African National Parks, offersa
conerele solution o the mess of corrupted coun-
tries, corporate concerns, and complicated caveats,
“There isa need for certification of hunting conces-
sions o promote a better hunting ethic, T would
also push for the best possible value throsgh some
sort of ticket system for lions, leopards, elephants,
buffaleand rhing,” hesays,

That would be similar to the Forest Stewar-
dship Couneil brand seen on many wood products
inthe U8, where certification ensures that products
come from responsibly. managed  landscapes.
Knight adds, "By this | mean that the hunting asso-
crations will only patronise those concessions, and
the professional hunters and outfitters that signup
tothe certification system.”

Rosie Cooney, the Chair of the wen's Sus-
tainahle Use and Livelihoods Specialist Groop,
summarises, “We need to move towardssuch acer-
tification system, and we need the big, developing-
world hased hunting organisations toshow leader-
ship on this. Otherwise poor practices, cormuption,
and unsustainability that plagne some parts of the
hunting world, will completely tarnish the really
excellent examples of good practice, Currently, in
mastareas where this highvaloe tourist hunting is
active, there are no other land vses that make wild-
life, and wild areas as valuable to people as hunting.
Tf the honting goes, it will hasten the vicious cvele
of persecution of wildlife, agricultural encroach-
ment, and de-gazetting of protected areas”

But notevervone isof the same view, Regarding
the role of revenne raised from trophy hunting, lion
rescarcher Craig Packer commments, *Its a myth that
sport hnting mises enough money Weonserve lion
habitats. A troplhy lion costs about amillion dollars
to protect through its life, Twenty hunters should
each pay 50,000 foralottery tag to shoot one six-
vear old male—if this tsn't done, all the land set
aside for sport hunting will lose its lions in the next
20 vears, so hunting will disappear anyway,"And
the trophy hunter wounld follow.

[t seems incongruous to have to roll this boual-
der of trophy hunting up the hill of western senti-
ment, when in effect the same Sisvphean task has
o be accomplished for all of iodiversity using eeo-
system services, or with carbon trade-off plans for
climate change. As unpalatable as it might be, the
strategy needs consideration, W
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