
Dear St. Pascal Families,

We hope you are enjoying the summer weather! We have now completed the first two of the four phases in the 
regional planning pilot – self-assessment and benchmarking. Over the last several months, we have spent a lot of 
time gathering information from parent surveys, visits to all four schools and private and public exemplary schools, 
independent architectural/engineering site reports and parish and school trend figures, in order to determine our 
site locations recommendation for the regional school. It is clear that all the parishes have engaged and dedicated 
communities and we want to assure you that all four communities will continue to have equal representation in the 
planning process going forward. 

Our local planning group discussions and site selection recommendations  
centered around three main points: 

1.   Geography – The common thinking among the local planning groups was that this 
factor was among the most important in determining site recommendations –  
with geographic coverage and broad target markets for enrollment being key.

2.    Infrastructure – The Archdiocese provided an extensive facility assessment, including forecasts  
of future maintenance needs in each of the four schools. The assessment included a very helpful 
timeline for necessary improvements. In addition, we reviewed the following for each site:

 • Capacity for current and future enrollment growth
 • Existing auditorium, gymnasium, science and technology labs
 • Flexible spaces able to support a variety of curricular options

3.   School and Parish Vitality – All four parishes will need to support the new school in  
order to provide a solid foundation, and therefore we reviewed potential sites based on:

  • Number of parish and school registrants
  • Enrollment trends, numbers of baptisms
  • Annual parish revenues / past Archdiocesan aid required for the schools  

The site recommendations from our collective local planning groups, reviewed by Archdiocesan agencies, and 
confirmed by Archbishop Cupich, is for the new regional school to be located at Saint Pascal and Saint Tarcissus. To 
reiterate, while the school will be located at these sites, all four communities will continue to have representation in 
this regional planning process, and nothing will change for any of the schools for the 2015-2016 academic year.  

We look forward to completing Phase III, the curriculum and grade configuration,  
by summer’s end and will send out an update at that time. Curriculum discussions are underway 
with former Evanston assistant superintendents, Susan Schultz and Ellen Fogelberg, academic consultants on this 
project. Phase IV (proposal development) the final phase, will take place in the fall. Our four local planning groups 
will at that point be discussing the governance model, spiritual charter, and the budget for this new regional school. 

We realize there are still many questions and some will only have answers as we progress through the final  
half of the regional planning process into the fall. Questions and answers directly related to the site selection 
process are included with this letter and available on The Office of Catholic Schools website,  
schools.archchicago.org/newvision.

As your local planning group representatives, we thank you for your support and your patience as we  
navigate this process together.

Fr. Paul G. Seaman, Pastor; Ms. Denise Akana, Principal; Mr. Arvin Agbay; Ms. Meredith Gioia;  
Mr. Edilberto Gutiérrez; Ms. Pamela Rubeo; Mr. Jon Summers; and Ms. Amie Zander
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