
 

This concerns all Gardeners, public concerned about our ecosystem 

and hobby beekeepers in Hastings 

What is currently happening with the By Laws concerning Beekeeping in Hastings? 

 

In 2015 Hastings District Council reviewed most of its 20 bylaws, getting rid of unnecessary and dated 

information and consolidating most of them into one easy-to-use set of rules.  As a result, a draft new 

consolidated bylaw has been developed for public consultation. 

 Read it here http://www.myvoicemychoice.co.nz/bylaw-review 

Section 10.4.5 of this review states “A person must not keep bees, without 

an approval: (a) on premises within the urban area; (b) on premises within the 

rural area: (i) which are less than 1 hectare in area; or (ii) if the premises are 

greater than 1 hectare in area if the hives are located within 10 metres of a 

boundary to the premises.” 

“approval” means an approval in writing granted by the Council under clause 1.5 and, where the context requires, 

includes a resource consent granted by the Council under the RMA 

I (Janet Luke) have personally spoken with Tony Stothart- Team Leader Environmental Health and Liquor Licencing 

and he stated that a beekeeping approval would mean an application for a Licence to keep bees.  

 This Licence requires the beekeeper to obtain written consent from immediate neighbours who share a 

boundary, payment of a fee of $178.00, and a site inspection. Council can revoke any issued licence at any 

time if the bee hives become a nuisance to the public. 

 

 I believe that the council should follow other progressive district councils such as Palmerston North and be 

more permissive towards beekeeping in urban areas. I don’t see a need for a specific beekeeping law. 

 

 A requirement to get consent from all neighbours will likely lead to beehives being kept without a licence 

due to fear on the behalf of the beekeeper that one neighbour may object on unreasonable grounds or 

through unfounded fear of bees, and in doing so block them from keeping bees. This beekeeping licence has 

been in effect for many years in the Hastings District but has only 1 licence has ever been applied for and 

granted. Clearly it is not working and there are many urban beekeepers in our region. 

 

 What happens when neighbours move? Is the beekeeper required to apply for a new licence? This process 

could be ongoing if a neighbouring house is a rental house. 

 

 

http://www.myvoicemychoice.co.nz/bylaw-review


 The Hastings District Council has the opportunity to become one of the growing number of progressive local 

authorities around the country (and the globe). As the Horticulture hub of New Zealand, bees play an 

unparalleled role in the regions success. Honey Bees are the number one pollinators of HB orchards. 

Orchardists pay thousands of dollars in pollination fees each year. They would benefit from the accumulative 

effect of more (free) pollinators in their area as bees will forage up to 5 km from their hive. 

 

 Bees worldwide are under threat and to restrict beekeeping or force urban beekeepers underground will be 

detrimental to our efforts to help save the bees here in New Zealand.  

 

 Save Our Bees Trust objects to a fee being charged for a permit as beekeeping is already a legislated activity 

which requires registration of all hives and apiaries and has an annual fee attached to such. A separate fee 

from the council would be an additional financial burden on the beekeeper. The cost to get started in 

beekeeping can be upwards of $1000 dollars. An extra license fee would become prohibitive.  

 

 

 Since the varroa mite incursion into New Zealand in 2001 most of the feral bee colonies in NZ have died out. 

With the current revival of urban vegetable gardens, managed honey bee hives are needed for pollination of 

fruit trees, berries, vegetables and of course ornamentals. 

 

 Some research has put the increased productivity of surrounding edible crops at 30% when a neighbourhood 

beehive is present. An urban beehive benefits the whole neighbourhood. 

 

 

 Numbers of beekeepers also dropped significantly since 2001, however beekeeper numbers are currently 

increasing. With the direct economic value to NZ of beekeeping through pollination and honey production 

calculated at over $3 billion and more than one third of all our food requiring pollination from honey bees it 

is critical that beekeeping be encouraged. While the overall number of beekeepers is rising, the number of 

commercial beekeepers is still declining as the older ones retire. It is expected that a large number of the 

new generation commercial beekeepers will come from those in the hobby sector. 

 

 A lack of knowledge about honey bees on the part of the public often leads to unfounded fears. Honey bees 

will only sting in defence of their homes or their lives. When colonies of bees swarm they are very docile and 

pose little or no risk to children, animals or passers-by unless they are actively provoked. Hive management 

to stop swarming is carried out in spring as a swarm depletes the number of bees in a hive and significantly 

reduces the amount of honey produced, so it is in the interests of the beekeeper to stop their bees 

swarming (beyond their responsibility to prevent nuisance to their neighbours). 

 

 

 Bees are generally docile. Wasps are aggressive and can sting multiple times, and are responsible for far 

more stings than bees. From 1988 to 2003 allergic reactions from bee and wasp stings combined resulted in 

a total of only three deaths nationwide. 

 

 Anecdotal evidence from other areas where beekeepers are called upon by the council indicates that most 

problems can be solved by re-orienting hives so the bees flight paths are no longer going where they were 

causing problems – moving them away from outdoor living areas, washing lines or parking areas. 

 

 Due to Varroa mite bees now only survive in managed hives, not in the wild. Bees do much better in urban 

areas due to lack of monocrops and chemical sprays. A flotilla of legal, well managed urban hives throughout 



Hastings District will help to increase the population of honey bees throughout the region. This has the 

accumulative effect of spontaneous pollination for our districts pip /stone fruit and other crops. 

 

What can you do?? 
 

Please make a submission. We need your voice in this conversation with the Council. 

Opening Date for submissions            2 April 2016 
Closing Date for submissions            8 May 2016 
Hearing Dates for submissions:          22 & 23 June 2016 

Submission forms can be found at the council or at any public library. You can download an online form here 
http://www.myvoicemychoice.co.nz/draft-annual-plan-201617 

 

Please encourage friends, families and neighbours and anyone who loves the environment or their garden to 
make a written submission. 

                                                

 

 

 

 

http://www.myvoicemychoice.co.nz/draft-annual-plan-201617

