
         

 

March 14, 2017 

Senator Edward Markey 

Senator Elizabeth Warren 

Representative Michael Capuano 

Representative Katherine Clark 

Representative William Keating 

Representative Joseph Kennedy 

Representative Stephen Lynch 

Representative James McGovern 

Representative Seth Moulton 

Representative Richard Neal 

Representative Niki Tsongas 

RE: Tax Reform and Implications for Historic Tax Credits 

Dear Honorable Senators and Congressmen of Massachusetts, 

We appreciate the work that our entire Congressional delegation has undertaken with a newly elected 

administration and new Congress, and we understand that a top priority of the President and Speaker of 

the House Paul Ryan is comprehensive tax reform.  We know there is a lot of work ahead for both the 

House of Representatives and the Senate as review of our nation’s tax law is undertaken and legislation 

is considered.  At this important time, we want to draw your attention to the positive economic and 

social benefits the federal Historic Tax Credit (HTC) provides to communities here in Massachusetts. 

We are asking you to be outspoken in your support for the inclusion of the HTC in any tax reform 

legislation, as well as signing on to support the Historic Tax Credit Improvement Act, (HR 1158, & S-

425) which would make the HTC even more attractive to smaller projects and lower barriers to using the 

credit.  Given the documented economic benefits of the HTC, tax reform legislation that aims to grow 

our national economy should enhance the federal HTC, not diminish or eliminate it.  It has a proven 

track record of success, it returns more money than it costs to state and federal government, it 

transforms underutilized buildings and challenged neighborhoods, and catalyzes private investment that 

positively impacts communities.  The loss of the HTC would be devastating to Massachusetts and the 

country. 



• The HTC is the most significant federal investment in historic preservation. Since its inception, 

the program has leveraged nationally over $120 billion in private investment, revitalizing often 

abandoned and underperforming properties.  In Massachusetts, since 2002, the HTC has been 

utilized in over 400 projects with a total development cost of $3.8 billion*.  

 

• The HTC benefits local communities, often mid-sized cities, smaller communities and more 

economically challenged neighborhoods where financing of rehabilitation projects are 

impossible without the credit. Redevelopment is simply not financially viable in many markets 

when the HTC isn’t in the equation.  When the financing numbers do not work, the buildings sit 

vacant and neglected, often for long periods of time, negatively affecting the surrounding 

community. A piece of neighborhood heritage that is an opportunity with the credit become a 

community liability without it. 

 

• The HTC leverages private dollars and creates jobs.  From 2002 to 2015, 26,515 jobs were 

created with the HTC in Massachusetts with 14,681 being permanent jobs. As an economic 

activity, it outperforms new construction with job creation. (On average 60% of HTC costs are 

labor, as opposed to 40% with new construction.) Nationally, the HTC has created more than 2.3 

million jobs.  

 

• The HTC also has a positive benefit on local, state and federal taxes, with Massachusetts 

generating $465,807,000 in taxes from HTC projects from 2002-2015.  Rehabilitating a building 

often means materials and labor are more likely to be locally sourced, resulting in approximate 

75% of economic benefits remaining in the community where the building is located.   

 

• The HTC returns more money to the Treasury than it costs.  For every dollar invested, $1.25 is 

received back, and per a National Park commissioned study, since the HTC’s inception, the 

$23.1 billion allocated in federal tax credits has generated more than $28.1 billion in federal tax 

revenue from historic rehabilitation projects.  

 

• In Massachusetts, we also have a State Historic Tax Credit, in place since 2004.  The 

combination of the state and federal credit together have resulted in a tremendous surge in the 

number of restoration and revitalization projects occurring in your districts across 

Massachusetts.  They have restored important historic structures to be affordable and market 

rate housing, community centers, performing arts spaces, office and retail space, health 

centers and more. Their successful completion triggers a catalytic ripple effect, that results in 

additional investment and revitalization within that community.  These projects would not have 

happened if it were not for historic credits.  
(**HTC Economic Impact by state, 2002 - 2015 published by the National Trust for Historic Preservation) 

 

As Congress charts our nation’s economic path forward, we ask that you play an active role to protect 

and enhance this critical federal program that uses our nation’s past to meet the needs of today’s 

economy toward a better future.  

Sincerely, 

Preservation Massachusetts, Inc. 

Boston Preservation Alliance 



Elected Officials 

Martin J. Walsh, Mayor of Boston 

Edward Kennedy, Mayor of Lowell 

Kimberley Driscoll, Mayor of Salem 

John Scibak, Massachusetts House of  

 Representatives, 2nd Hampshire  

 District 

Aaron Vega, Massachusetts House of  

 Representatives, 5th Hampden  

 District 

 

Businesses and Organizations 

Abacus Architects + Planners 

Aesthetics Research Lab 

Allegrone Companies 

Appleton Antique Lighting 

Architectural Heritage Foundation 

Art Deco Society of Boston 

Associated Preservation Services, Inc. 

Bargmann Hendrie+ Archetype, Inc. 

Beacon Communities LLC 

Boston Financial Investment Management 

Bruner/Cott & Associates 

Cabot, Cabot & Forbes 

Capstone Communities LLC 

Cargo Ventures LLC 

CBT Architects 

Chia-Ming Sze Architect Inc. 

City of Holyoke 

Claudia S. Wu, Consulting 

Clocktower Tax Credits, LLC 

CohnReznick, LLP 

Community Preservation Coalition of 

Massachusetts  

Consultant 

Context Architecture 

Covelle & Cohen Greater Boston Real Estate 

Crosswhite Properties, Inc. 

CUBE design + research 

Dana Anderson Architect 

DBVW Architects, Inc. 

Design Associates, Inc 

DMHE 

Dorchester Historical Society 

Eastham Old Town Historic District 

Commission  

Elkus Manfredi Architects 

Ellison Timberframes 

Epsilon Associates, Inc. 

Exact Engineering 

Falmouth Historical Commission 

Falmouth Preservation Alliance 

Fannin-Lehner Preservation Consultants 

Field Bio Consulting 

Financial Development Agency, Inc. 

Finegold Alexander Architects 

Fort Point Consulting, Inc. 

Freedom Trail Foundation 

Friends of Burial Hill and GravestoneCSI 

Friends of First Parish Meetinghouse 

Friends of Historic Mission Hill 

Friends of Historic New Salem 

Friends of the North Brookfield Town House 

Friends of the Sandwich Town Archives 

Ganek Architects, Inc. 

Goedecke & Co., LLC 

Goody Clancy  

Great Island Design 

Groundwork Lawrence 

Hamady Architects LLC 

HighText 

Historic Boston Inc. 

Historic New England 

Historic Salem, Inc. 

Holland & Knight, LLP 

Homeowners Rehab Inc 

Housing Corporation of Arlington 

IBA - Inquilinos Boricuas en Accion 

Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development 

Corporation 

James Blauch Architect 

Jonathan Levi Architects 

Just-A-Start Corporation 

Justin Hamel Photography 

Keith Construction 

Klein Hornig LLP 

L. P. Athol Corp 

LFA ENTERPRISES 

LJB Arch, PC 

Loring Greenough House 

Lowell Historic Board 

Lynnfield Historical Commission 

MACDC 

MacRostie Historic Advisors  

Manchester Historical Museum 

Marc Truant & Associates 



Massachusetts Association of Community 

Development Corporations (MACDC) 

McGinley Kalsow and Assoc. Inc 

McQueen Philanthropic 

MerryFox Realty 

Metcalfe Associates  

Milford & Ford Associates 

Millennium Partners - Boston 

ModVic LLC 

More Carrot LLC 

Mount Carmel Preservation Society 

MWB Construction Advisors 

Nahant Preservation Trust 

Nantucket Preservation Trust 

Nessen Associates,Ltd 

New Atlantic Development 

New England Small Farm Institute, Inc. 

North America Romanian Assoc., Inc. 

Old South Meeting House 

Old Towne Center Historic District 

Commission 

Oxbow partners 

Paul Revere Memorial Association 

Paxcorps 

Petraglia Real Estate 

Pittsfield Historical Commission 

Planning Department of the Town of Athol 

Platt Anderson Freeman Architects 

PPS of Salem 

Prellwitz Chilinski Associates 

Preservation Advisory Services 

Elizabeth Randall Preservation Consultant 

Sarah Chase Preservation Consultant 

Preservation Plus 

Preservation Worcester 

PreservationDirectory.com 

Rees-Larkin Development 

Revitalize Community Development 

Corporation 

Riot PR  

Robert Silman Associates, Structural 

Engineers, D.P.C. 

Salem Historical Commission 

Salem Renewal LLC 

Senate Construction 

Shepard Historic Preservation Services  

Sladen Feinstein 

SNEC-SIA 

Southwest Boston Community 

Development Corporation 

Spencer & Vogt Group 

Stantec 

Starr Development Partners 

Stephen J. Wessling Architects, Inc. 

Stirling/Brown Architects, Inc. 

Stoneham Historical Commission 

Structures North Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

The Architectural Team 

The Davis Companies 

The Gibson House Musuem 

The Law Office of Lauren E. Kohl  

Timothy Paine House Museum 

Tocci Building Corporation 

Town of Athol 

Town of North Brookfield MA 

Traggorth Companies LLC  

Tremont Preservation Services 

Universal Window & Door, LLC 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Waterfront Historic Area League 

Westhampton Historical Society 

Weston Historical Commission, Weston MA 

Window Woman of New England, Inc. 

Winn Development Company 

WLB4 Architects, LLC 

Worcester Common Ground, Inc. 

Worcester Massachusetts Historical 

Commission 

Yule Development Co., Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Individuals 

Susan Able 

Virginia Adams 

Alex Adkins 

Jonathan Aleshire 

Dominic Alessandra 

James G. Alexander 

Louis Allegrone 

Brielly Allen 

Dionisio Alves 

Ruben Amaral 

Peter Ambler 

Melina  Ambrosino 

David Amory 

Oscar Anderson 

Dana Anderson 

Kara Anderson 

David Anderson 

Gillian Andrews 

Joan Angelosanto 

Ellen Anselone 

Scott Aquilina 

Alexa Asakiewicz 

James Aurelio 

Emily Axelrod 

Lindsay Back 

Matthew Bagedonow 

Pamela Bailey 

Austen Bailly 

Jenn Baldvins 

Nicole Baldvins 

Stephen Banning 

Joel Bargmann 

W. Lewis Barlow, IV 

Carolyn Barry 

steven Basque 

Caseylee Bastien 

Leonard Baum 

Robert Beal 

Christine Beard 

Marc Belanger 

Catherine Bell 

Jimmy Benedict  

Nicole Benjamin-Ma 

Rob  Bernardin 

Teri Bernert 

Richard Bertman 

Judy Bircher 

James Blauch 

Jacqueline Blombach 

Matthew Blumenfeld 

B.K.  Boley 

James Boone 

George Born 

Marilynn Borst 

John Bowman 

Barbara  Boylan AIA 

Ellen Brandenburg 

Cathleen Breitkreutz  

Marie Brescia 

Charlotte Broussard 

Christopher Brown 

David Bryant 

Steve Bryson 

Jane Buley 

Valerie Burns 

Michele Burrington 

Janine Byrne 

Vanessa Calderon-Rosado 

Adrienne Cali 

Michele Campbell 

Richard Candee 

Tim Cannan 

Cheryle Caputo 

Anthony Cardone 

Dan Carp 

Jean  Carroon  

Allison Casazza 

Matthew Casey 

Susan Cassidy 

Josephine Catino 

Noreen Cavanaugh 

Maureen Cavanaugh 

Carol and Robert Caverly-

Paxton 

Sara B. Chase 

Lawrence Cheng 

David Chilinski 

Marcia Cini 

Katherine Cipriani 

Jacob Citrin 

John Clapperton 

Diane Clark 

Christine Clements 

William Clendaniel 

Henry Cobb 

Andrew Cohen 

Nina V Cohen 

Peter Cohen 

Bruce Cohen 

Dayl Cohen 

Kathryn Colburn 

Ta Mara Conde 

Susan Coons 

Mia Corinha 

Leslie Humm Cormier,PHD 

Suellen Costarino  

Erica  Covelle 

James Coveno 

Eleanor  Cox 

Linda  Cox 

Julia Cradle 

Carolyn Creemers 

Ross Cromarty 

Nathaniel Crosby, AIA 

Kathyn Cuffe 

Emily Curran 

Lawrence Curtis 

Jillian D'Amato 

Peter Daly 

Jeffrey  Dauzat 

Julia  Davis  

Bronson de Stadler 

Nancy Dean 

Emilia Deimezis 

Charles Russell DeMartino 

Mike DeOrsey 

Erika DeRoche 

Sienna  DeSantis  

Jordan Dick 

Caroline Dickensheets 

Sara Diem 

Leslie Donovan 

Maria Donovan 

Kevin Dougherty 

Dan Drazen 

Xian Du 

Samuel Hammond Duncan 



Tracy Dupont 

Yvette  Dyson 

Yvette Dyson 

Brian Eaton 

Sally Ebeling 

David Eisen 

Howard Elkus 

Ian Ellison 

Peter Elton 

Kailyn Erb 
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Natalia Escobar 
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Minxie  Fannin 

Linda Faria 
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Carlos Guzman 

Rob Hagan 
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Linda Hart 

Caitlin Hart 

David Hart, AIA 

Cynthia Hartwell 

Charles Hartwell 

Shannon Hasenfratz 

Lisa Hassler 
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Jessica Herbert 
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Thomas Hogan 

Laura Homich 

Tyrick Hood 

Margaret Howard 

Lisa Howe 

Edith L. Hubacz 

Susan Hurst 

Jill Hyde 

James W. Igoe 

Michael A.  Interbartolo Jr.  

Alexandra  Ion 

Erica Jackson 

Jeff Jacobson 

Carl Jay 

Pamela Jendrysik 

Jason  Jewhurst 

Britni Jeziorski 

Nidhi John 

Chris Johns 

Vaama Joshi 

Bernardine Joslin 

Vijay Joyce 

Wendall Kalsow 

Rachel Kane 

James Kavo 

Judy Kearney 

Tegan Kehoe 

Patti Kelleher 

Douglas Kelleher 

Dana Kelly 

Matthew Kiefer 

Mina Kim 

Lynn Kingelin 

James Kirby 

Joshua Kleinman 

Diane Klinec 

Lauren Kohl 

Daniel Kolodner 

Lorie Komlyn 

Marin Konstadt 

Edmund Koo 

Jason Korb 

Kathy Kottaridis 

Dragana Kovacevic 

Louis Kraft 

Frederick Kramer 

Joseph Kriesberg 

Arthur Krim 

Kathryn Kucharski 

David LaCount 

Christopher Lane 

James LaValley 

Robert Law 

Darrow Lebovici 

Michael LeBrun 

Jeffrey Leclair 

Jim  Lee 

Amanda Lennon 



Stephen Lerman 

Brian Lever 

Jonathan Levi FAIA 

Dale Lewinski  

Lisa Lewis 

Marisa  Lindholm 

Ellen Lipsey 

Linda Lipton 

Heather Lonks 

Honorata Loomis 

Meghan Lopes 

Gordon Lothrop 

Colleen Loveless 

Michael Lozano 

Anne-Marie Lubenau 

Sarah Luckom 

Kate Lux 

Shelley Lynch 

Lindsey Mac-Jones 

Kathleen  MacNeil 

Kaethe Maguire 

Joan Mailhot 

Dorothy V. Malcolm 

David Manfredi 

Gina Maniscalco 

Derek Manning  

Michael Maso 

Caroline Mason 

Valerie Mathews 

Kate Matison 

Michael May 

Rita McAteer 

Katherine Mcauliffe 

Mary McCarthy 
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Richard McCready 

Paul Mcdonough 

Gerard McFarland 
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Steven O'Shaughnessy 
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