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JANUARY 12, 2017  WASHINGTON, D.C. Dialogue on Diversity’s 2017 Internet Data Privacy Colloquium, 
now in its ninth edition,  is being readied for presentation on January 25th.  The site again this year is the 
Stewart R. Mott Foundation on Capitol Hill.  The agenda spans the gamut of critical issues in the growth 
of a now mature internet-enabled society.  Some highlights in prospect – Consumer Privacy in the 
presence of data cumulation by internet sellers and the data brokers they sell to;  and the reach of 
governmental surveillance generating banks of data through a succession of technological novelties; to the 
rankling problem of erasure-resistant screeds installed by teens on social media sites; and, not least, to the 
problems of access to patients’ sensitive medical records.   

Ma. Cristina Caballero, head of Dialogue on Diversity, in announcing the colloquium program, zeroed 
in on the ever more formidable question of the Internet of Things, IoT for short.  “It seems within reach 
to link as many as two or three dozen devices – appliances, household systems, and miscellaneous gadgetry 
– with each unit regulated through simultaneous inputs on the state of each of the other components of 
the network:  a virtual floating equilibrium. If this is an advantage, the  accompanying danger is that oceans 
of raw data are generated by this process.  If this flood is taken hold of and mined, it would form 
devastating profiles of most of the society’s population.”    

Rep. Tony Cardenas of California, the increasingly influential leadership figure in the House, has been 
invited as the main speaker for the midday program, to comment on the present significant juncture in 
national political alliances.  Each conventional party is evidently riven by more or less serious divergences 
in policy outlooks. Below the surface the state of affairs may be quite fluid, calling for leadership by 
aggressive newer legislators to map a way forward.  

Opening the Preliminary colloquium session is Nicol Turner-Lee of the Brookings Institution, sketching 
an overview of the transformative impress of information technology on the American and international 
economy and culture. Dialogue on Diversity colloquium regular Aaron Brauer-Rieke recounts the 
imaginative projects he and his colleagues at UPTURN, a boutique software shop, are carrying on.  Each 
of these a project subtly tailored, by software engineers who think like philosophers, to the larger purpose 
and strategy of the enterprise that is to own it.  Dr. Adrian Gropper, a notably productive thinker 
wielding both medical and technological expertise, opens the health care agenda with discussion of the lot 
of consumers, the unnumbered mass of subjects – buyers, patients, gamesters, and more – supporting the 
lucrative IT industries with both funding and the raw material of human data, all without meaningful 
consent or recompense for their key role in an IT-dominated economy. Maria Sevillano, professor of 
business administration at the Capital Region site of the Ana G. Méndez University complex, analyses the 
utility of IT in the health care system seen as an efficiency-oriented business.  Michael E. Beck, chief of 
the New York-based software development company MEDOX, details the applications rationing access to 
sensitive medical information. Brenda K. Leong of the Future of Privacy Forum, an organization focused 
on the tasks of refining an often lethargic public sense of privacy values, sketches the contours of the 
privacy situation for students in elementary and high schools in state after state around the country – 
disclosure of entry of derogatory data in “permanent records” of the hapless scholars who have little 
recourse to learn of the state of affairs, let alone to rectify perceived defects. 

The alarming prospect of power in government officials to peer past our normal secrecy barriers,  
penetrating to the intimate details of our doings, is the nightmare that has transfixed thoughtful persons 
since Huxley’s Brave New World and George Orwell’s 1984 to the present. Gregory T. Nozeim, a 
distinguished scholar in the lore of governmental surveillance, for long a mainstay in the work of the 
Center for Democracy and Technology in the fields of government data acquisition, describes the myriad  
means and devices operating in this data harvest, some bringing benign, others clearly dangerous effects.  

Registration for the Colloquium may be made at www. dialogueondiversity.org                               

DIALOGUE ON DIVERSITY:  Founded in 1991, Dialogue on Diversity, a §501(c)3 non-profit, is a national network of women 
entrepreneurs and professionals, actively promoting constructive dialogue among Latino and other ethnic and cultural communities, on 
social and civic empowerment, with especial emphasis on their economic viability through entrepreneurship.  
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