Essex Agricultural and Technical High School
Summer Reading List

Freshman
1.

Witch-Hunt: Mysteries of the Salem Witch Trial

2.

A Great and Terrible Beauty

3.

The Sea Around Us

4.

Summerland: A Novel

5.

All Things Wise and Wonderful

6.

Acceleration

7.

Monster

8.

The Rule of Won

9.

Touching Spirit Bear

10.

Pirates! The True and Remarkable Adventures of Minerva Sharp…

11.

Witch Child

Freshman Honors
1.

The House of Seven Gables

2.

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

3.

Black Boy

Sophomore
1.

Go Ask Alice

2.

Rule of the Bone

3.

Warriers Don’t Cry

4.

The Perks of Being a Wallflower

5.

Chocolat

6.

Search and Destroy

7.

Animal, Vegetable, Mineral

8.

Repossessed

9.

A Night to Remember

10.

In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer

11.

Last Lecture

12.

Banner in the Sky

13.

The Hiding Place

14.

My Father Had A Daughter – Judith Shakespeare’s Tales

15.

Chinese Cinderella: ; The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter

Sophomore Honors
1.

Fahrenheit 451

2.

The Sun Also Rises

3.

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Junior
1.

WinterGirls

2.

The Lost Years of Merlin

3.

What I Say and How I Lied

4.

Circuit of Heaven

5.

If I Stay

6.

Snow Falling on Cedars

7.

A Lesson Before Dying

8.

The Legacy of Luna

9.

Into Thin Air

10.

Into the Wild

11.

Parrot in the Oven

12.

The Color of Water

13.

Beautiful Boy

14.

The Once and Future King

15.

The Book Thief

Junior Honors
1.

Cyrano de Bergerac

2.

Twelfth Night

3.

Dracula

Seniors
1.

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

2.

Girlfriend in a Coma: A Novel

3.

Sarah’s Key

4.

Gorillas in the mist

5.

Water for Elephants

6.

Autobiography of Malcolm X

7.

Seabisquit

9.

Life of PI

10.

Beatrice and Virgil

11.

Three Cups of Tea

12.

Sunrise over Fallujah

13.

The Audacity of Hope

14.

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance

15.

Between a Rock and a Hard Place

15.

Scratch Beginnings

16.

Ghosts of War

17.

Martyr’s Crossing

Senior Honors
1.

The Cherry Orchard

2.

Three Sisters

3.

Catch 22

4.

Hiroshima

5.

The Hunchback of Notre Dame

6.

All Quiet on the Western Front

7.

The Picture of Dorian Gray

1. Aronson, Marc

Witch-Hunt: Mysteries of the Salem Witch Trial

A devious teenager's power play or a rebellion against the strictures of a rigid religious community? Aronson
shows off both his talent for historical interpretation and his facility as a
nonfiction writer as he reconstructs events surrounding the witch trials of 1692.
He isn't shy about injecting his own voice in the mix; he often speaks directly to
readers, putting the history into a context that sharp teens can grasp and
encouraging them to think about how the events connect to their lives and to
contemporary culture and politics. To enrich and clarify the history, he quotes
from an extraordinary, well-documented array of sources and recorded
testimonies (of accused and accuser alike), producing a dense, wide-angle view of
the tragedy that evaluates causative theories ranging from deceit and outright
fraud to spoiled food that caused hallucinations. The subject will undoubtedly attract readers, but this is not
for those in search of spoon-fed fact; rather, it's for teens who love to debate and to dig into what's between
the pages of their history books.

2. Bray, Libba

A Great and Terrible Beauty

A Victorian boarding school story, a Gothic mansion mystery, a gossipy romp about a clique of girlfriends, and a
dark other-worldly fantasy--jumble them all together and you have this complicated and unusual first novel.
Gemma, 16, has had an unconventional upbringing in India, until the day she foresees
her mother’s death in a black, swirling vision that turns out to be true. Sent back to
England, she is enrolled at Spence, a girls’ academy with a mysterious burned-out East
Wing. There Gemma is snubbed by powerful Felicity, beautiful Pippa, and even her own
dumpy roommate Ann, until she blackmails herself and Ann into the treacherous clique.
Gemma is distressed to find that she has been followed from India by Kartik, a
beautiful young man who warns her to fight off the visions. Nevertheless, they
continue, and one night she is led by a child-spirit to find a diary that reveals the
secrets of a mystical Order. The clique soon finds a way to accompany Gemma to the other-world realms of her
visions "for a bit of fun" and to taste the power they will never have as Victorian wives, but they discover that
the delights of the realms are overwhelmed by a menace they cannot control. Gemma is left wi! th the
knowledge that her role as the link between worlds leaves her with a mission to seek out the "others" and
rebuild the Order. A Great and Terrible Beauty is an impressive first book in what should prove to be a
fascinating trilogy.

3. Carson, Rachel

The Sea Around Us

Carson's writing teems with stunning, memorable images--the newly formed Earth
cooling beneath an endlessly overcast sky; the centuries of nonstop rain that created
the oceans; incredibly powerful tides moving 100 billion tons of water daily in the Bay
of Fundy. Quite simply, she captures the mystery and allure of the ocean with a
compelling blend of imagination and expertise. The book itself remains as fresh today
as when it first appeared. Carson's writing teems with stunning, memorable images-the newly formed Earth cooling beneath an endlessly overcast sky; the centuries of
nonstop rain that created the oceans; incredibly powerful tides moving 100 billion
tons of water daily in the Bay of Fundy.

4. Chabon, Michael

Summerland: A Novel

The plot is simple and pure, but takes a long time to tell. The setting is Clam
Island, Washington, specifically the area on the western tip of the island known
as the Summerlands, which enjoys zero rainfall and yearlong fine weather. Ethan
Feld, a self-described really bad ball player, is recruited by a 100-year-old scout
called Mr. Chiron "Ringfinger" Brown. Ethan is needed to help the ferishers,
essentially fairies, to save their world from eradication. On the great infinite
tree of worlds, Summerland is on the boundary between two such worlds, and a
particularly destructive fairy called Coyote and his band of warriors are nearby
and threatening to destroy everything. Heroes are desperately needed to
counter this threat, and their journey involves a lot of baseball, but also
encounters with giants, bat-winged goblins, sea monsters, and assorted cunning
magic. The novel features an ensemble cast of equal parts that shine and fade in turn, and yet the undoubtedly
fine writing fails to mask the enormity and complexities of the world in which they travel, and the bad guys
getting their comeuppance always seems so far away. Readers need to savor every word in Summerland to
extract the best flavors from it.

5. Herriot James,

All Things Wise and Wonderful

In the midst of World War II, James is training for the Royal Air Force, while going home to Yorkshire
whenever possible to see his very pregnant wife, Helen. Musing on past adventures
through the dales, visiting with old friends, and introducing scores of new and amusing
character--animal and human alike--Herriot enthralls with his uncanny ability to spin a
most engaging and heartfelt yarn.

6. MacNamee, Graham

Acceleration

"Acceleration: escalation of increasingly destructive aberrant behavior," the stuff that
serial killers are made of. That's what teenage Duncan finds out after he begins
investigating a shocking journal that turns up in the Toronto subway lost-and-found
where he works. When the police refuse to take it seriously, Duncan enlists the aid of
two very different friends to help him find out the identity of the diary's author, who
has apparently graduated from eviscerating animals and setting fires to tracking human
prey. McNamee smoothly integrates snapshots from Duncan's escapades with a new
buddy and his wild best friend, who lives teetering on the edge of the law, with information plucked from the
diary. He never overexploits the sensational potential of the subject and builds suspense layer upon layer,
while injecting some surprising comedy relief that springs from the boys' friendship. Less convincing is
Duncan's guilt for a death not of his making, which is presented as the raison d'etre for his need to find the
sick killer. Characters are more than stereotypes here, though it's the mystery and the boys' repartee that
give the novel its page-turning punch. .

7. Myers, Walter Dean

Monster

"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his
supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience-store owner. But was Steve
really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to the murderer, or was he just in the
wrong place at the wrong time? In this innovative novel by Walter Dean Myers, the
reader becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve's life. To calm his

nerves as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles the proceedings in movie script format.
Interspersed throughout his screenplay are journal writings that provide insight into Steve's life before the
murder and his feelings about being held in prison during the trial. "They take away your shoelaces and your
belt so you can't kill yourself no matter how bad it is. I guess making you live is part of the punishment."

8. Petrucha, Stephan

The Rule of Won
The secret of The Rule of Won is simple, yet its power has been suppressed for
generations. The universe is one of infinite abundance—ask, and you shall receive.

Umm, yeah right. Meet Caleb Dunne, slacker extraordinaire. Caleb prefers to
glide through life with the minimal amount of effort, so he isn’t too jazzed when
his overachieving girlfriend, Vicky, convinces him to join a new school club based
on a controversial book, The Rule of Won. Slackers don’t join school clubs, do
they? As The Rule gains popularity, though, the club members start to gain
power within the school. From dark posts on the club’s online message board to
all-out threats in the hallways, it becomes apparent that the group is getting out
of control. For slacker Caleb, though, the only thing worse than doing something
is not doing something. Darkly funny and exceptionally thought-provoking, The Rule of Won, inspired by the
ideas behind books like the runaway hit The Secret, shines a light on the dangers of group thinking and the
inner desires that can sometimes get the best of us all.

9. Mikelsen, Ben

Touching Spirit Bear (JK, DM)

Cole Matthews is a violent teen offender convicted of viciously beating a
classmate, Peter, causing neurological and psychological problems. Cole elects
to participate in Circle Justice, an alternative sentencing program based on
traditional Native American practices that results in his being banished to a
remote Alaskan Island where he is left to survive for a year. Cynical and
street smart, he expects to fake his way through the preliminaries, escape
by swimming off the island, and beat the system, again. But his encounter
with the Spirit Bear of the title leaves him desperately wounded and gives
him six months of hospitalization to reconsider his options. Mikaelsen's
portrayal of this angry, manipulative, damaged teen is dead on. Cole's gradual
transformation into a human kind of being happens in fits and starts. He
realizes he must accept responsibility for what he has done, but his pride, pain, and conditioning continue to
interfere. He learns that his anger may never be gone, but that he can learn to control it. The author concedes
in a note that the culminating plot element, in which Peter joins Cole on the island so that both can learn to
heal, is unlikely. But it sure works well as an adventure story with strong moral underpinnings. Gross details
about Cole eating raw worms, a mouse, and worse will appeal to fans of the outdoor adventure/survival genre,
while the truth of the Japanese proverb cited in the frontispiece, "Fall seven times, stand up eight" is fully
and effectively realized.-Joel Shoemaker, Southeast Junior High School, Iowa City, IA

10. Rees, Celia

Pirates! The True and Remarkable Adventures
of Minerva Sharp and Nancy Kingston, Female
Pirates

Nancy Kington, a wealthy merchant’s daughter living in Bristol, England in the
early 1700’s, is sometimes lonely but enjoys the privileges her father’s
business brings. Minerva Sharpe is a penniless slave’s daughter living and
working on the Kington’s Jamaican plantation. These two young women, united
through a set of extraordinary circumstances including a brutal murder, an

arranged marriage, and set of ruby earrings, find themselves sailing the high seas in search of love, adventure
and freedom—as pirates!

11. Rees, Celia

Witch Child

During the witch hunts of the mid-1600s, many young Englishwomen died on the gallows, innocent victims of false or
hysterical accusations of witchcraft. But what of those women who actually claimed the name
"witch" as their own? In the pages of her secret journal, Mary Nuttall reveals what it is like to
live in a climate of mistrust and piety in which differences are dangerous and rumors can kill,
where she must hide her heritage as a healer and pagan. With a sure hand, she describes her
beloved grandmother's trial and hanging as a witch, her own rescue by a mysterious noblewoman,
and her eventual passage to the New World and the forest settlement of Beulah. There Mary falls
under a curtain of suspicion when she willingly chooses to explore the dark woods shunned by the
fearful colonists and makes friends with some of the spiritual native people. When several girls in
the community begin to shriek and swoon, and the same minister who damned Mary's grandmother
comes to search for signs of witchcraft, Mary is subjected to close and deadly scrutiny.

Freshman Honors
1.

Hawthorne Nathaniel,

The House of Seven Gables

Old Matthew Maule, in a word, was executed for the crime of witchcraft. He was one of
the martyrs to that terrible delusion,2 which should teach us, among its other morals,
that the influential classes, and those who take upon themselves to be leaders of the
people, are fully liable to all the passionate error that has ever characterized the
maddest mob. Clergymen, judges, statesmen -- the wisest, calmest, holiest persons of
their day -- stood in the inner circle round about the gallows, loudest to applaud the work
of blood, latest to confess themselves miserably deceived. If any one part of their
proceedings can be said to deserve less blame than another, it was the singular
indiscrimination with which they persecuted not merely the poor and aged, as in former judicial massacres, but
people of all ranks; their own equals, brethren, and wives. Amid the disorder of such various ruin, it is not
strange that a man of inconsiderable note, like Maule, should have trodden the martyr's path to the hill of
execution almost unremarked in the throng of his fellow sufferers.

2. Twain, Mark

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is Mark Twain's classic novel about
Huckleberry Finn, a teenaged misfit who has a tough time with his alcoholic father.
After an adventure with his friend, Tom Sawyer, Huck's father returns and
kidnaps him. Huck escapes and floats on a raft down the Mississippi River with a
runaway slave, Jim. Plenty of adventure and peril await them on their journey.
Ernest Hemingway commented the following about this work: "All modern American
literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn. It's the
best book we've had."

3. Wright , Richard

Black Boy (CH)

Richard Wright grew up in the woods of Mississippi, with poverty, hunger, fear,
and hatred. He lied, stole, and raged at those around him; at six he was a
"drunkard," hanging about taverns. Surly, brutal, cold, suspicious, and selfpitying, he was surrounded on one side by whites who were either indifferent to
him, pitying, or cruel, and on the other by blacks who resented anyone trying to

rise above the common lot. Black Boy is Richard Wright's powerful account of his journey from innocence to
experience in the Jim Crow South. It is at once an unashamed confession and a profound indictment—a
poignant and disturbing record of social injustice and human suffering.

SOPHOMORE
1. Anonymous

Go Ask Alice
The torture and hell of adolescence has rarely been captured as clearly as
it is in this classic diary by an anonymous, addicted teen. Lonely, awkward,
and under extreme pressure from her "perfect" parents, "Anonymous"
swings madly between optimism and despair. When one of her new friends
spikes her drink with LSD, this diarist begins a frightening journey into
darkness. The drugs take the edge off her loneliness and self-hate, but
they also turn her life into a nightmare of exalting highs and excruciating
lows. Although there is still some question as to whether this diary is real
or fictional, there is no question that it has made a profound impact on

millions of readers during the more than 25 years it has been in print. Despite a few dated references to
hippies and some expired slang, Go Ask Alice still offers a jolting chronicle of a teenager's life spinning out of
control.

2. Banks, Russell

Rule of the Bone

A change in setting halfway through this ambitious novel by the respected
author of Continental Drift and Affliction diminishes its effectiveness to a
certain degree. The first half, a starkly realistic, powerful portrait of a troubled
adolescent whose life has spiraled out of control, packs a visceral punch. Flunking
out of school and already hooked on drugs, the 14-year-old narrator, secretly
molested by his stepfather, emotionally abandoned by his weak mother, leaves
his mobile home in the depressed upstate New York community of Au Sable and
becomes a homeless mall rat. In a burst of bravado, he acquires a crossed bones tattoo, changes his name from
Chappie to Bone, and attempts to find some focus in his dead-end existence. Convinced that he is destined for
a criminal career, Bone vents his anger in acts of senseless destruction. His vulnerability and his need for love
and direction are fused when he and a seven-year-old waif he has rescued from a pedophile take refuge in an
abandoned school bus with an illegal alien from Jamaica called I-Man, whose Rastafarian wisdom and gentle
demeanor are fed by liberal consumption of marijuana, which he deals.

3. Beals, Melba

Warriers Don’t Cry
One of the nine black teenagers who integrated Little Rock's Central High
School in 1957 here recounts that traumatic year with drama and detail. Beals,
who is now a communications consultant, relies on her own diary from that era
and notes made by her English teacher mother--as well as dubiously recreated
dialogue--to tell not only of the ugly harassment she was subjected to but also
of the impressive dignity of a 15-year-old forced to grow up fast. Arkansas
governor Orval Faubus set the tone of the time by resisting integration until a
federal judge ordered it. Although Beals was assigned a federal soldier for

protection, the young integrationist was still attacked and prevented from engaging in school activities. She
recalls stalwart black friends like Minniejean, who was suspended, and a white classmate who surreptitiously
kept her informed of the segregationists' tactics. Beals looks back on her Little Rock experiences as
"ultimately a positive force" that shaped her life. "The task that remains," she concludes, "is to cope with our
interdependence."

4. Chbosky, Stephen

The Perks of Being a Wallflower

With the help of a teacher who recognizes his wisdom and intuition, and his two friends,
seniors Samantha and Patrick, Charlie mostly manages to avoid the depression he feels
creeping up like kudzu. Written in letter format, when it all becomes too much, after a
shocking realization about his beloved late Aunt Helen, Charlie retreats from reality for
awhile. But he makes it back in due time, ready to face his sophomore year and all that it
may bring. Charlie, sincerely searching for that feeling of "being infinite," is a kindred
spirit to the generation that's been slapped with the label X.

5. Harris, Joanne

Chocolat
Vianne Rocher and her 6-year-old daughter, Anouk, arrive in the small village of
Lansquenet-sous-Tannes--"a blip on the fast road between Toulouse and
Bourdeaux"--in February, during the carnival. Three days later, Vianne opens a
luxuriant chocolate shop crammed with the most tempting of confections and
offering a mouth-watering variety of hot chocolate drinks. It's Lent, the shop is
opposite the church and open on Sundays, and Francis Reynaud, the austere parish
priest, is livid.

6. Hughes, Dean

Search and Destroy

Rick, a recent high school graduate, has no direction. He and his girlfriend break up as she prepares to start
college, and an argument with his boss leads Rick to quit his job. After a fight with his father, he decides to
join the army, realizing that he needs some discipline. He is selected to join the
Special Forces and attend jump school in preparation for going to Vietnam.
There, Rick is challenged by the heat, the smell of burning sewage, and jungle
training. He volunteers for a unit that goes out on long-range jungle patrols and
almost loses his life rescuing a comrade. He also discovers that many of his
fellow soldiers do not really believe they are accomplishing anything. This is an
involving story about the Vietnam War from the viewpoint of a young soldier.
Hughes captures the danger, tension, pain, and small triumphs of the conflict. While this book could be easily
read by many middle school students, it is more appropriate for high school collections because of its graphic
battle scenes and descriptions of serious injuries and death.

7. Kingsolver, Barbara

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle

This book chronicles the year that Barbara Kingsolver, along with her husband and two daughters, made a
commitment to become locavores–those who eat only locally grown foods. This first entailed a move away from
their home in non-food-producing Tuscon to a family farm in Virginia, where
they got right down to the business of growing and raising their own food
and supporting local farmers. For teens who grew up on supermarket
offerings, the notion not only of growing one's own produce but also of
harvesting one's own poultry was as foreign as the concept that different
foods relate to different seasons. While the volume begins as an
environmental treatise–the oil consumption related to transporting
foodstuffs around the world is enormous–it ends, as the year ends, in a
celebration of the food that physically nourishes even as the recipes and the
memories of cooks and gardeners past nourish our hearts and souls.
Although the book maintains that eating well is not a class issue, discussions of heirloom breeds and making
cheese at home may strike some as high-flown; however, those looking for healthful alternatives to processed
foods will find inspiration to seek out farmers' markets and to learn to cook and enjoy seasonal foods.

8. Jenkins, A.M.

Repossessed

Don't call me a demon. I prefer the term Fallen Angel. Everybody deserves a
vacation, right? Especially if you have a pointless job like tormenting the damned. So
who could blame me for blowing off my duties and taking a small, unauthorized break?
Besides, I've always wanted to see what physical existence is like. That's why I
"borrowed" the slightly used body of a slacker teen. Believe me, he wasn't going to
be using it anymore anyway. I have never understood why humans do the things they
do. Like sin—if it's so terrible, why do they keep doing it? I'm going to have a lot of fun finding out!

9. Lord, Walter

A Night to Remember
James Cameron's 1997 Titanic movie is a smash hit, but Walter Lord's 1955
classic remains in some ways unsurpassed. Lord interviewed scores of Titanic
passengers, fashioning a gripping you-are-there account of the ship's sinking
that you can read in half the time it takes to see the film. The book boasts
many perfect movie moments not found in Cameron's film. When the ship hits
the berg, passengers see "tiny splinters of ice in the air, fine as dust, that
give off myriads of bright colors whenever caught in the glow of the deck
lights." Survivors saw dawn reflected off other icebergs in a rainbow of
shades, depending on their angle toward the sun: pink, mauve, white, deep

blue--a landscape so eerie, a little boy tells his mom, "Oh, Muddie, look at the beautiful North Pole with no
Santa Claus on it."

10. Opdyke, Irene

In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer

When World War II began, Irene Gutowna was a 17-year-old Polish nursing student. Six years later, she writes
in this inspiring memoir, "I felt a million years old." In the intervening time she was separated from her family,
raped by Russian soldiers, and forced to work in a hotel serving German officers.
Sickened by the suffering inflicted on the local Jews, Irene began leaving food under
the walls of the ghetto. Soon she was scheming to protect the Jewish workers she
supervised at the hotel, and then hiding them in the lavish villa where she served as
housekeeper to a German major. When he discovered them in the house, Gutowna
became his mistress to protect her friends--later escaping him to join the Polish
partisans during the Germans' retreat. The author presents her extraordinary
heroism as the inevitable result of small steps taken over time, but her readers will
not agree as they consume this thrilling adventure story, which also happens to be a
drama of moral choice and courage. Although adults will find Irene's tale moving, it is
appropriately published as a young adult book. Her experiences while still in her teens remind adolescents
everywhere that their actions count, that the power to make a difference is in their hands

11. Pausch, Randy

Last Lecture
When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to
give such a lecture, he didn't have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently been
diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave--"Really Achieving Your
Childhood Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was about the importance of overcoming
obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing every moment (because "time is
all you have...and you may find one day that you have less than you think"). It was a
summation of everything Randy had come to believe. It was about living.

12. Ullman, James Ramsey

Banner in the Sky

It stands unconquered, the last great summit of the Alps. Only one man has ever dared to
approach the top, and that man died in his pursuit. He was Josef Matt, Rudi Matt's father. At
sixteen, Rudi is determined to pay tribute to the man he never knew, and complete the quest that
claimed his father's life. And so, taking his father's red shirt as a flag, he heads off to face the
earth's most challenging peak. But before Rudi can reach the top, he must pass through the
forbidden Fortress, the gaping chasm in the high reaches of the Citadel where his father met his
end. Rudi has followed Josef's footsteps as far as they will take him. Now he must search deep within himself
to find the strength for the final ascent to the summit--to plant his banner in the sky. His father died while
trying to climb Switzerland’s greatest mountain—the Citadel—and young Rudi knows he must make the assault
himself. ‘Based upon the author’s personal experiences, with details from the original ascent of the
Matterhorn, the story has authenticity, atmosphere, and excitement.’ —BL.

13. Ten Boom, Corrie

The Hiding Place

Corrie Ten Boom (1892-1983) was a Dutch woman admired the world over for her
courage, her forgiveness, and her memorable faith. In World War II, she and her
family risked their lives to help Jews escape the Nazis by hiding them in their home
in Haarlem, and their reward was a trip to Hitler's concentration camps. Corrie's
father, sister, brother, and nephew died as a result of their imprisonment. But she
survived and was released--as a result of a clerical error--and now shares the story
of how faith triumphs over evil.

14. Tiffany, Grace

My Father Had a Daughter-Judith Shakespeare’s
Tales

An ordinary girl seeks revenge on her celebrated father in Tiffany's debut, a
fictionalized "memoir" by the Bard's youngest daughter, Judith. From earliest
childhood, Judith and twin brother Hamnet are in awe of their "da," "the
scribbling one," whose rare visits to their Stratford home bring tales of London
playhouses and fairy queens. When Hamnet accidentally drowns during a game
Judith proposes, she is guilt stricken; when she finds her grief used as material
for Twelfth Night, she blames her absentee father. "Why should I not steal to
London and shame him?" she asks rhetorically. Now a big, gawky 14-year-old, she
arrives in London disguised as "Castor Popworthy," determined to sabotage the
play's opening night. But as Judith infiltrates her father's state-of-the-art
Globe Theater, she's swept up by the joys of playacting, hobnobbing with such
legendary thespians as Richard Burbage, Will Kemp and the dangerously attractive Nathan Field, who demands
her "maidenhead" to safeguard her secret . These London scenes, though wildly implausible, provide a brisk and
vivid introduction to Elizabethan theater. But when "da" finally figures out that his new Viola is none other
than his daughter and grimly ships her back to Stratford, Tiffany has nowhere to go with Judith's character.
Unlike the tragic, talented "Judith Shakespeare" Virginia Woolf imagined so memorably in A Room of One's
Own, Tiffany's character merely ages, mired in adolescent angst and gender confusion.

15. Yen-Mah, Adeline

Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted
Daughter

Chinese Cinderella is the perfect title for Adeline Yen Mah's compelling autobiography in

which, like the fairy-tale maiden, her childhood was ruled by a cruel stepmother. "Fifth
Younger Sister" or "Wu Mei," as Yen Mah was called, is only an infant when her father
remarries after her mother's death. As the youngest of her five siblings, Wu Mei suffers
the worst at the hands of her stepmother Niang. She is denied carfare, frequently forgotten
at school at the end of the day, and whipped for daring to attend a classmate's birthday
party against Niang's wishes. Her father even forgets the spelling of her name when filling
out her school enrollment record. In her loneliness, Wu Mei turns to books for company: "I
was alone with my beloved books. What bliss! To be left in peace with Cordelia, Regan,
Gonoril, and Lear himself--characters more real than my family... What happiness! What comfort!" Even though
Wu Mei is repeatedly moved up to grades above those of her peers, it is only when she wins an international
play-writing contest in high school that her father finally takes notice and grants her wish to attend college in
England. Despite her parent's heartbreaking neglect, she eventually becomes a doctor and realizes her dream
of being a writer.

Sophomore – Honors
1. Bradbury, Ray

Fahrenheit 451
In Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury's classic, frightening vision of the future, firemen
don't put out fires--they start them in order to burn books. Bradbury's vividly painted
society holds up the appearance of happiness as the highest goal--a place where trivial
information is good, and knowledge and ideas are bad. Fire Captain Beatty explains it
this way, "Give the people contests they win by remembering the words to more
popular songs.... Don't give them slippery stuff like philosophy or sociology to tie things

up with. That way lies melancholy."

2. Hemingway, Ernest

The Sun Also Rises

Jake Barnes, Hemingway's narrator with a mysterious war wound that has left him
sexually incapable, is the heart and soul of the book. Brett, the beautiful, doomed
English woman he adores, provides the glamour of natural chic and sexual
unattainability. Alcohol and post-World War I anomie fuel the plot: weary of
drinking and dancing in Paris cafés, the expatriate gang decamps for the Spanish
town of Pamplona for the "wonderful nightmare" of a week-long fiesta. Brett, with
fiancé and ex-lover Cohn in tow, breaks hearts all around until she falls, briefly,
for the handsome teenage bullfighter Pedro Romero. "My God! he's a lovely boy," she tells Jake. "And how I
would love to see him get into those clothes. He must use a shoe-horn." Whereupon the party disbands.

3. Hurston, Zora Neal

Their Eyes Were Watching God
One of the most important works of twentieth-century American literature, Zora
Neale Hurston's beloved 1937 classic, Their Eyes Were Watching God, is an
enduring Southern love story sparkling with wit, beauty, and heartfelt wisdom. Told
in the captivating voice of a woman who refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness, fear,
or foolish romantic dreams, it is the story of fair-skinned, fiercely independent
Janie Crawford, and her evolving selfhood through three marriages and a life
marked by poverty, trials, and purpose. A true literary wonder, Hurston's
masterwork remains as relevant and affecting today as when it was first published

-- perhaps the most widely read and highly regarded novel in the entire canon of African American literature.

JUNIORS
1. Anderson, Laurie Halse

WinterGirls .

The intensity of emotion and vivid language here are more reminiscent of
Anderson's Speak (Farrar, 1999) than any of her other works. Lia and
Cassie had been best friends since elementary school, and each developed
her own style of eating disorder that leads to disaster. Now 18, they are
no longer friends. Despite their estrangement, Cassie calls Lia 33 times on
the night of her death, and Lia never answers. As events play out, Lia's
guilt, her need to be thin, and her fight for acceptance unravel in an
almost poetic stream of consciousness in this startlingly crisp and pitchperfect first-person narrative. The text is rich with words still legible but
crossed out, the judicious use of italics, and tiny font-size refrains
reflecting her distorted internal logic. All of the usual answers of specialized treatment centers, therapy, and
monitoring of weight and food fail to prevail while Lia's cleverness holds sway. What happens to her in the end
is much less the point than traveling with her on her agonizing journey of inexplicable pain and her attempt to
make some sense of her life.

2. Barron, Thomas A.

The Lost Years of Merlin
This first installment in a planned trilogy about Merlin's shadowy youth takes
some intriguing twists. Young Emrys washes up on a Welsh beach with a woman
who claims to be his mother. For years, they share a hovel, but Branwen tells
him nothing about his past. One day he discovers that he has some unusual
powers; using them to kindle a fire in Branwen's defense, he is blinded by the
flames. However, he learns to see without eyes?using his "second sight."
Desperate to know about his past, Emrys, now 12, sets off on an ocean journey.
He lands on Fincayra, where he plunges into a dangerous quest to rescue the
island from the destructive blight caused by a pact between its king and an evil

power. In the process, he befriends a young Fincayran girl and a dwarf who becomes a giant through a brave
deed. Emrys also learns the truth about his origins. The Fincayran portion of the story is very much like Lloyd
Alexander's "Prydain Chronicles": a young boy and girl team up with a cute non-human to save a kingdom from
the force of evil, with Welsh-style names abounding. Also, while the characterization of the hero is excellent,
the portrayal of some minor figures is fair at best. However, the fast-moving plot is sure to keep readers
turning pages. The tale is compelling enough to ensure that they will anticipate the next book in the series to
learn how the events ultimately tie in to the more familiar body of Arthurian legend.?Mary Jo Drungil, Niles
Public Library District, IL

3. Blundell, Judy

What I Saw and How I Lied

In 1947, 15-year-old Evie, her mother, Bev, and her stepfather, Joe, leave Brooklyn
for a vacation in Palm Beach, FL, during the off season. There they meet Arlene and
Tom Grayson, who lavish attention on the family and convince Joe to go into the hotel
business with them. When Peter, an army acquaintance of Joe's, appears, Evie is
smitten by his charm and attention. Her budding interest in romance, while
protectively discouraged by her parents, is actually encouraged by Arlene, who helps

Evie develop a sense of style. Evie enjoys her outings with Peter and interprets her mother's insinuating
presence as protective, when in reality Bev is having an affair with the younger man. Joe's jealous distrust of
his wife, established while he was at war in Europe, does not obviate the intimacy between Bev and Peter.
Evie's closeness to her mother will not permit her to acknowledge the affair even when it becomes impossible
to deny. Meanwhile pervading anti-Semitism sours the hotel deal, and the Graysons are forced out of Palm
Beach. When Joe insists on one last boat trip, Peter dies during a storm and Joe is accused of murder. It is
during the ensuing hearing that Evie learns that adults, even those closest to her, are not always what they
seem. Blundell navigates this multidimensional plotline with unique, well-developed characters and insightful
dialogue. Yet it is Evie and her rapidly maturing perception of herself and those around her that carry the
story. In many ways she becomes the adult in the group, motivated by truth and justice rather than greed or
superficial appearances.

4. Danvers, Dennis

Circuit of Heaven .
Justine Ingham is newly arrived in the "bin," a virtual environment that humans
download themselves into (forsaking their bodies) to achieve a kind of immortality.
The bin is patterned after the real world, at least up to a point, making the
transition from the physical to the virtual as painless and natural as possible. But
things aren't going too smoothly for Justine, who appears to be dreaming someone
else's dreams and remembering someone else's memories. Things get more
confusing when she meets a young man named Nemo, one of the few real humans
left, who only drops into the bin now and again to see his parents. The two fall

instantly in love, but their relationship seems doomed from the start, because Nemo would rather die than live
in the bin.

5. Foreman, Gail

If I Stay

The last normal moment that Mia, a talented cellist, can remember is being in the car
with her family. Then she is standing outside her body beside their mangled Buick
and her parents' corpses, watching herself and her little brother being tended by
paramedics. As she ponders her state (Am I dead? I actually have to ask myself
this), Mia is whisked away to a hospital, where, her body in a coma, she reflects on
the past and tries to decide whether to fight to live. Via Mia's thoughts and
flashbacks, Forman (Sisters in Sanity) expertly explores the teenager's life, her
passion for classical music and her strong relationships with her family, friends and
boyfriend, Adam. Mia's singular perspective (which will recall Alice Sebold's adult
novel, The Lovely Bones) also allows for powerful portraits of her friends and family as they cope: Please don't
die. If you die, there's going to be one of those cheesy Princess Diana memorials at school, prays Mia's friend
Kim. I know you'd hate that kind of thing. Intensely moving, the novel will force readers to take stock of their
lives and the people and things that make them worth living.

6. Guterson, David

Snow Falling on Cedars
This is the kind of book where you can smell and hear and see the fictional world
the writer has created, so palpably does the atmosphere come through. Set on an
island in the straits north of Puget Sound, in Washington, where everyone is either a
fisherman or a berry farmer, the story is nominally about a murder trial. But since
it's set in the 1950s, lingering memories of World War II, internment camps and
racism helps fuel suspicion of a Japanese-American fisherman, a lifelong resident of
the islands. It's a great story, but the primary pleasure of the book is Guterson's
renderings of the people and the place.

7. Gaines, Ernest

A Lesson Before Dying

In a small Cajun community in 1940s Louisiana, a young black man is about to go to the
electric chair for murder. A white shopkeeper had died during a robbery gone bad;
though the young man on trial had not been armed and had not pulled the trigger, in that
time and place, there could be no doubt of the verdict or the penalty.

8. Hill, Julia Butterfly

The Legacy of Luna

A young woman named Julia Butterfly Hill climbed a 200-foot redwood in December
1997. She didn't come down for 738 days. The tree, dubbed Luna, grows in the
coastal hills of Northern California, on land owned by the Maxxam Corporation. In
1985 Maxxam acquired the previous landlord, Pacific Lumber, then proceeded to
"liquidate its assets" to pay off the debt--in other words, clear-cut the old-growth
redwood forest. Environmentalists charged the company with harvesting timber at a
nonsustainable level. Earth First! in particular devised tree sit-ins to protest the
logging. When Hill arrived on the scene after traveling cross-country on a whim,
loggers were preparing to clear-cut the hillside where Luna had been growing for 1,000 years. The

Legacy of Luna, part diary, part treatise, and part New Age spiritual journey, is the story of Julia Butterfly
Hill's two-year arboreal odyssey.

9. Krakauer, John

Into Thin Air
Heroism and sacrifice triumph over foolishness, fatal error, and human frailty
in this bone-chilling narrative in which the author recounts his experiences on
last year's ill-fated, deadly climb. Thrilling armchair reading.
10. Krakauer, John

Into the Wild

So why did Christopher McCandless trade a bright
future--a college education, material comfort,
uncommon ability and charm--for death by starvation
in an abandoned bus in the woods of Alaska? This is the question that Jon
Krakauer's book tries to answer. While it doesn't—cannot—answer the question
with certainty, Into the Wild does shed considerable light along the way. Not only

about McCandles’ "Alaskan odyssey," but also the forces that drive people to drop out of society and test
themselves in other ways.

11. Martinez, Victor

Parrot in the Oven

It's not easy for Manuel Hernandez to discover his place in the world, especially when
he is constantly bombarded with the hardships of his poor and woefully dysfunctional
family. Their tiny sheetrock house in the projects is the scene of angry arguments-even
of threats at rifle point. Manny steps onto a battlefield at every turn, whether he is
collecting his alcoholic and violent father from the local pool hall, withstanding the
ethnic slurs of white school mates, or seeking initiation into a neighborhood gang. But as
the months pass and some of his wounds heal, Manny slowly begins to understand the
sense of self that he can derive from his role within this difficult household.

12. McBride, James

The Color of Water

This book is, indeed, a tribute to the author's mother. In it, the author, a man whose
mother was white and his father black, tells two stories: that of his mother and his
own. Tautly written in spare, clear prose, it is a wonderful story of a bi-racial family
who succeeded and achieved the American dream, despite the societal obstacles placed
in its way.

13. Sheff, David

Beautiful Boy
From as early as grade school, the world seemed to be on Nic Sheff's string.
Bright and athletic, he excelled in any setting and appeared destined for
greatness. Yet as childhood exuberance faded into teenage angst, the precocious
boy found himself going down a much different path. Seduced by the illicit world
of drugs and alcohol, he quickly found himself caught in the clutches of addiction.

Beautiful Boy is Nic's story, but from the perspective of his father, David.
Achingly honest, it chronicles the betrayal, pain, and terrifying question marks
that haunt the loved ones of an addict. Many respond to addiction with a painful
oath of silence, but David Sheff opens up personal wounds to reinforce that it is a disease, and must be
treated as such. Most importantly, his journey provides those in similar situations with a commodity that they
can never lose: hope

14. White, TH

The Once and Future King

Quartet of novels by T.H. White, published in a single volume in 1958. The quartet
comprises The Sword in the Stone (1938), The Queen of Air and Darkness--first
published as The Witch in the Wood (1939)--The Ill-Made Knight (1940), and The Candle
in the Wind (published in the composite volume, 1958). The series is a retelling of the
Arthurian legend, from Arthur's birth to the end of his reign, and is based largely on Sir
Thomas Malory's Le Morte Darthur. After White's death, a conclusion to The Once and
Future King was found among his papers; it was published in 1977 as The Book of Merlyn.

15. Zusak, Marcus

The Book Thief

Zusak has created a work that deserves the attention of sophisticated teen and
adult readers. Death himself narrates the World War II-era story of Liesel
Meminger from the time she is taken, at age nine, to live in Molching, Germany,
with a foster family in a working-class neighborhood of tough kids, acid-tongued
mothers, and loving fathers who earn their living by the work of their hands. The
child arrives having just stolen her first book–although she has not yet learned
how to read–and her foster father uses it, The Gravediggers Handbook, to lull
her to sleep when shes roused by regular nightmares about her younger brothers
death. Across the ensuing years of the late 1930s and into the 1940s, Liesel
collects more stolen books as well as a peculiar set of friends: the boy Rudy, the
Jewish refugee Max, the mayors reclusive wife (who has a whole library from which she allows Liesel to steal),
and especially her foster parents. Zusak not only creates a mesmerizing and original story but also writes with
poetic syntax, causing readers to deliberate over phrases and lines, even as the action impels them forward.
Death is not a sentimental storyteller, but he does attend to an array of satisfying details, giving Liesels story
all the nuances of chance, folly, and fulfilled expectation that it deserves. An extraordinary narrative.

Junior Honors
1. Golden, Arthur

Memoirs of a Geisha

The result is a novel with the broad social canvas (and love of coincidence) of Charles
Dickens and Jane Austen's intense attention to the nuances of erotic maneuvering. Readers
experience the entire life of a geisha, from her origins as an orphaned fishing-village girl in
1929 to her triumphant auction of her mizuage (virginity) for a record price as a teenager
to her reminiscent old age as the distinguished mistress of the powerful patron of her
dreams. We discover that a geisha is more analogous to a Western "trophy wife" than to a
prostitute--and, as in Austen, flat-out prostitution and early death is a woman's alternative
to the repressive, arcane system of courtship. In simple, elegant prose, Golden puts us
right in the tearoom with the geisha; we are there as she gracefully fights for her life in a
social situation where careers are made or destroyed by a witticism, a too-revealing (or not revealing enough)
glimpse of flesh under the kimono, or a vicious rumor spread by a rival "as cruel as a spider."

1. Rostand, Edmond

Cyrano de Bergerac

Verse drama in five acts by Edmond Rostand, performed in 1897 and published the following year. Set in 17thcentury Paris, the action revolves around the emotional problems of the noble,
swashbuckling Cyrano, who, despite his many gifts, feels that no woman can ever love
him because he has an enormous nose. Secretly in love with the lovely Roxane, Cyrano
agrees to help his inarticulate rival, Christian, win her heart by allowing him to
present Cyrano's love poems, speeches, and letters as his own work. Eventually
Christian recognizes that Roxane loves him for Cyrano's qualities, not his own, and he
asks Cyrano to confess his identity to Roxane; Christian then goes off to a battle
that proves fatal. Cyrano remains silent about his own part in Roxane's courtship. As he is dying years later, he
visits Roxane and recites one of the love letters. Roxane realizes that it is Cyrano she loves, and he dies
content. Cyrano de Bergerac was based only nominally on the 17th-century nobleman of the same name, known
for his bold adventures and large nose

2. Shakespeare, William

Twelfth Night

"Twelfth Night" is the story of Orsino, a nobleman in the kingdom if Illyria.
Following a shipwreck Orsino employs Viola, who when abandoned by the
shipwreck disguises herself as a man named Cesario. Soon Viola falls in love with
Orsino, however Orsino is in love with Lady Olivia who has fallen for Viola,
believing her to be a man. "Twelfth Night" is a classic Shakespearean comedy of
mistaken identities.

3. Stoker, Bram

Dracula
A naive young Englishman travels to Transylvania to do business with a client,
Count Dracula. After showing his true and terrifying colors, Dracula boards a
ship for England in search of new, fresh blood. Unexplained disasters begin to
occur in the streets of London before the mystery and the evil doer are finally
put to rest. Told in a series of news reports from eyewitness observers to
writers of personal diaries, this has a ring of believability that counterbalances
nicely with Dracula's too-macabre-to-be-true exploits. An array of voices from
talented actors makes for interesting variety. The generous use of sound
effects, from train whistles to creaking doors, adds further atmosphere.

Lovers of mysteries and horror will find rousing entertainment in this version of a classic tale

SENIORS
1. Alvarez, Julia

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents

This sensitive story of four sisters who must adjust to life in America after having
to flee from the Dominican Republic is told through a series of episodes beginning in
adulthood, when their lives have been shaped by U. S. mores, and moving backwards
to their wealthy childhood on the island. Adapting to American life is difficult and
causes embarrassment when friends meet their parents, anger as they are bullied
and called "spics," and identity confusion following summer trips to the family
compound in the Dominican Republic. These interconnected vignettes of family life,
resilience, and love are skillfully intertwined and offer young adults a perspective on
immigration and families as well as a look at America through Hispanic eyes. This unique coming-of-age tale is a
feast of stories that will enchant and captivate readers

2. Coupland, Douglas

Girlfriend in a Coma: A Novel

A high school senior makes love on a ski slope, then mixes drinks and drugs at a wild party
and falls into a 17-year coma. She wakes up to find she has a daughter, delivered nine
months into her coma. Her friends all seem diminished by the passage of time. Her
boyfriend laments, "What evidence have we ever given of inner lives?" Not long after, a
plague kills off everyone on Earth but her friends. Even more bizarre happenings follow,
leading to an unconvincing denouement. For the most part, however, Coupland (Generation
X, LJ 10/1/91) has crafted a moving chronicle of the impoverished inner lives of a circle of
materially rich young adults of the Nineties. Using punchy sentences filled with hip names
and brand labels, he succeeds in capturing the weak sense of identity exhibited by a
generation that has defined itself in terms of what it consumes and not what it could achieve.

3. De-Rosenay, Tatiana

Sarah’s Key
De Rosnay's U.S. debut fictionalizes the 1942 Paris roundups and
deportations, in which thousands of Jewish families were arrested, held at the
Vélodrome d'Hiver outside the city, then transported to Auschwitz. Fortyfive-year-old Julia Jarmond, American by birth, moved to Paris when she was
20 and is married to the arrogant, unfaithful Bertrand Tézac, with whom she
has an 11-year-old daughter. Julia writes for an American magazine and her
editor assigns her to cover the 60th anniversary of the Vél' d'Hiv' roundups.
Julia soon learns that the apartment she and Bertrand plan to move into was
acquired by Bertrand's family when its Jewish occupants were dispossessed

and deported 60 years before. She resolves to find out what happened to the former occupants: Wladyslaw
and Rywka Starzynski, parents of 10-year-old Sarah and four-year-old Michel. The more Julia discovers—
especially about Sarah, the only member of the Starzynski family to survive—the more she uncovers about
Bertrand's family, about France and, finally, herself. Already translated into 15 languages, the novel is De
Rosnay's 10th (but her first written in English, her first language). It beautifully conveys Julia's conflicting
loyalties, and makes Sarah's trials so riveting, her innocence so absorbing, that the book is hard to put down. (

4. Fossy, Diane

Gorillas in the Mist

In 1963, an occupational therapist from Kentucky, in uncertain health and spirits,
traveled to central Africa in the quixotic hope of seeing a mountain gorilla in its
natural habitat. Dian Fossey had read everything she could about the reclusive and
much-feared animal, and she returned from her trip convinced that most of the
books were wrong. During her seven-week stay in Africa, Fossey had a chance
encounter with the famed primatologists Mary and Louis Leakey, who encouraged
her to follow her dream of living among the mountain gorillas and learning their
ways. In 1967 she did just that, setting up a camp on the slopes of the 14,000-foot
Virunga Volcanoes of Rwanda and studying four gorilla families there. Although it took them some time to
accept Fossey's presence among them, she was immediately impressed by their peaceful nature and by their
generous, guileless behavior--so unlike the images found in popular culture. But, Fossey discovered, despite
their peaceable way of life, the gorillas had many enemies in the form of poachers who hunted them for their
hands, skins, and heads--ghastly remains sold to the tourist market.

5. Gruen, Sara

Water for Elephants
Water for Elephants is the story of Jacob's life with this circus. Sara Gruen
spares no detail in chronicling the squalid, filthy, brutish circumstances in
which he finds himself. The animals are mangy, underfed or fed rotten food,
and abused. Jacob, once it becomes known that he has veterinary skills, is put
in charge of the "menagerie" and all its ills. Uncle Al, the circus impresario, is a
self-serving, venal creep who slaps people around because he can. August, the
animal trainer, is a certified paranoid schizophrenic whose occasional flights
into madness and brutality often have Jacob as their object. Jacob is the only
person in the book who has a handle on a moral compass and as his reward he

spends most of the novel beaten, broken, concussed, bleeding, swollen and hungover. He is the self-appointed
Protector of the Downtrodden, and... he falls in love with Marlena, crazy August's wife. Not his best idea.

6. Haley, Alex

Autobiography of Malcolm X (CH)

from hustling, drug addiction and armed violence in America's black ghettos Malcolm X
turned, in a dramatic prison conversion, to the puritanical fervour of the Black Muslims.
As their spokesman he became identified in the white press as a terrifying teacher of
race hatred; but to his direct audience, the oppressed American blacks, he brought hope
and self-respect. This autobiography (written with Alex Haley) reveals his quick-witted
integrity, usually obscured by batteries of frenzied headlines, and the fierce idealism
which led him to reject both liberal hypocrisies and black racialism.

7. Hillenbrand, Laura

Seabisquit
Seabiscuit rose to prominence with the help of an unlikely triumvirate: owner
Charles Howard, an automobile

baron who once declared that "the day of the

horse is past"; trainer Tom Smith, a man who "had cultivated an almost mystical
communication with horses"; and jockey Red Pollard, who was down on his luck when
he charmed a then-surly horse with his calm demeanor and a sugar cube.
Hillenbrand details the ups and downs of "team Seabiscuit," from early training
sessions to record-breaking victories, and from serious injury to "Horse of the
Year"--as well as the Biscuit's fabled rivalry with War Admiral. She also describes
the world of horseracing in the 1930s, from the snobbery of Eastern journalists regarding Western horses and
public fascination with the great thoroughbreds to the jockeys' torturous weight-loss regimens, including
saunas in rubber suits, strong purgatives, even tapeworms.

8. Martel, Yan

Life of Pi

After a harrowing shipwreck, Pi finds himself adrift in the Pacific Ocean, trapped on a
26-foot lifeboat with a wounded zebra, a spotted hyena, a seasick orangutan, and a
450-pound Bengal tiger named Richard Parker ("His head was the size and color of the
lifebuoy, with teeth"). It sounds like a colorful setup, but these wild beasts don't burst
into song as if co-starring in an anthropomorphized Disney feature. After much gore
and infighting, Pi and Richard Parker remain the boat's sole passengers, drifting for
227 days through shark-infested waters while fighting hunger, the elements, and an

overactive imagination. In rich, hallucinatory passages, Pi recounts the harrowing journey as the days blur
together, elegantly cataloging the endless passage of time and his struggles to survive: "It is pointless to say
that this or that night was the worst of my life. I have so many bad nights to choose from that I've made none
the champion."

9. Martel Yann

Beatrice and Virgil

Henry and his wife, Sarah, move to a big city (Perhaps it was New York. Perhaps it was Paris. Perhaps it was
Berlin), where Henry finds satisfying work in a chocolatería and acting in an amateur
theater troupe. All is well until he receives a package containing a short story by Flaubert
and an excerpt from an unknown play. His curiosity about the sender leads him to a
taxidermist named Henry who insists that Henry-the-author help him write a play about a
monkey and a donkey. Henry-the-author is at first intrigued by sweet Beatrice, the donkey,
and Virgil, her monkey companion, but the animals' increasing peril draws Henry into the
taxidermist's brutally absurd world.

10. Mortensen, Greg

Three Cups of Tea
Some failures lead to phenomenal successes, and this American nurse's
unsuccessful attempt to climb K2, the world's second tallest mountain, is one of
them. Dangerously ill when he finished his climb in 1993, Mortenson was sheltered
for seven weeks by the small Pakistani village of Korphe; in return, he promised to
build the impoverished town's first school, a project that grew into the Central
Asia Institute, which has since constructed more than 50 schools across rural
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Coauthor Relin recounts Mortenson's efforts in
fascinating detail, presenting compelling portraits of the village elders, con

artists, philanthropists, mujahideen, Taliban officials, ambitious school girls and upright Muslims Mortenson
met along the way. As the book moves into the post-9/11 world, Mortenson and Relin argue that the United
States must fight Islamic extremism in the region through collaborative efforts to alleviate poverty and
improve access to education, especially for girls. Captivating and suspenseful, with engrossing accounts of both
hostilities and unlikely friendships, this book will win many readers' hearts.

11. Myers, Walter Dean

Sunrise Over Fallujeh

Robin's parents aspire for him to go to college, but following September 11, he feels compelled to join the
Army instead. By early 2003, Robin has completed Basic Training and is
deployed to Iraq where he becomes part of a Civil Affairs Unit charged with
building the trust of the Iraqi people to minimize fighting. Civil Affairs
soldiers are often put into deadly situations to test the waters, and Robin
finds that the people in his unit, who nickname him "Birdy," are the only ones
he can trust. Robin quickly learns that the situation in Iraq will not be
resolved easily and that much of what is happening there will never make the
news. Facing the horrors of war, Robin tries to remain hopeful and
comforting in his letters to his family, never showing his fear or the danger
he actually faces. The story of teenagers going to war today is an important
one, and it is not told often enough. Myers writes an important book to have
in any collection to recognize that many teens will choose to join the military instead of, or before, going on to

college. Robin is only eighteen, and it is difficult to watch his innocence erased as war leaves its mark on him,
but it is the reality for many young men and women. This fine book could be included with a unit on current
events and is a good choice for boys.

12. Obama, Barack

The Audacity of Hope

With his second book The Audacity of Hope, Obama engages themes raised in his keynote
speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention, shares personal views on faith and
values and offers a vision of the future that involves repairing a "political process that is
broken" and restoring a government that has fallen out of touch with the people.

13. Pirsig, Robert

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance
Phaedrus, our narrator, takes a present-tense cross-country motorcycle trip with
his son during which the maintenance of the motorcycle becomes an illustration of
how we can unify the cold, rational realm of technology with the warm, imaginative
realm of artistry. As in Zen, the trick is to become one with the activity, to
engage in it fully, to see and appreciate all details--be it hiking in the woods,
penning an essay, or tightening the chain on a motorcycle.

14 Ralston, Aron

Between a Rock and a Hard Place

In a moving account of strength in the face of adversity, Ralston presents the full story
behind the 2003 event that became worldwide news: his self-amputation of his right arm
after it was caught between a boulder and a canyon wall during what began as a routine day
hike in the Utah Canyons. An experienced climber, Ralston, 28, effectively shows he wasn't
a risk-taker, and alternates between describing how his jaunt turned into a nightmare when
a huge stone suddenly came unstuck as he used it to climb down a ledge, and recalling early
experiences that changed his novice attitudes toward hiking, which he admits "were not
intrinsically safe." Ralston candidly renders the details of six days of entrapment, using transcribed
monologues from videotapes he made while trapped, including his increasingly exhausted thoughts as well as
poignant farewells to his family. But his best writing details his self-amputation and his subsequent march to
safety, in which he rappelled one-armed down a hill and then hiked six miles before someone found him.
Ralston's prose is never gruesome, nor is it used to shock, even as he describes first breaking his forearm, and
then slipping "into some sort of autopilot" as he cuts through muscle fibers to detach the arm. It's truly
thrilling when he finishes and is free: "A crystalline moment shatters and the world is a different place."

15. Shepherd, Adam

Scratch Beginnings

Adam Shepard graduated from college feeling disillusioned by the apathy around him and
was then incensed after reading Barbara Ehrenreich's famous work Nickel and Dimed—a
book that gave him a feeling of hopelessness about the working class in America. He set
out to disprove Ehrenreich's theory—the notion that those who start at the bottom stay
at the bottom—by making something out of nothing to achieve the American Dream.

Shepard's plan was simple. With a sleeping bag, the clothes on his back, and $25 in cash, and restricted from
using his contacts or college education, he headed out for Charleston, South Carolina, a randomly selected city
with one objective: to work his way out of homelessness and into a life that would give him the opportunity for
success. His goal was to have, after one year, $2,500, a working automobile, and a furnished apartment.

16. Smithson, Ray

Ghosts of War
Smithson experienced the events of 9/11 while in high school and responded by
enlisting in the Army Reserve after graduation. He married his high school
sweetheart before being deployed to Iraq. Once there, he worked as an equipment
operator in an equipment platoon, and while mortar fire was a regular occurrence,
the missions he describes were all about bulldozing berms, filling craters created by
IEDs, and convoying lumber. One gruesome section describes salvaging parts from
Humvees in which soldiers died. A few missions, though, were more in the line of

favors to the local population than anything that helps combatants. Some of the author's most poignant
passages are his descriptions of interactions with Iraqi children. Where he was expecting rock-throwing, he
encountered barefoot, dirty children grateful for the water the soldiers gave them. It is these children and
the villagers he met that help explain for him the purpose of the war. The book ends with Smithson's return
home, his almost magical escape from night terrors, and his work with children in his own hometown. Writing
proves to be his therapy for PTSD. There are mixed metaphors aplenty, crude and morbid humor, and other
evidence of a young author, but it all works together to create a tough but powerful look at one man's
experience.

17. Wilentz, Amy

Martyr’s Crossing

In this well-crafted novel, Wilentz looks through the eyes of her sharply drawn
characters to explore both the objective issues and the subjective realities that
form the fabric of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. An ill Palestinian child dies at
an Israeli-border checkpoint while the young post commander is pressing
headquarters for permission to allow the boy and his mother to cross into Israel
for medical care. The Palestinian political leaders proclaim the boy a martyr,
rallying crowds with a cry for vengeance: "Find the soldier." The Israeli military's
doctor fashions a version of the event to shield the army from blame. From this
realistic beginning, Martyrs' Crossing dramatizes how easily tragic events escalate
into violence. The mother of the dead boy is American-born Marina Hajimi, who married Hassan, a Palestinian.
A Hamas activist, he is imprisoned in Israel. Marina's father is an eminent American cardiologist, an
intellectual who fled Palestine with his family in 1948 and who is critical of a Palestinian authority he believes
is corrupt. Lieutenant Ari Doron, empathetic and "unassailably honest," finds himself affected by the pain and
the beauty of this woman whose son is dead because he refused to disobey orders. The major characters are
principled people, torn by grief and guilt but unwilling to be manipulated for political purposes. Some of the
other characters are less nobly motivated. Teens who are interested in the Middle East will come away from
the novel with a better understanding of why the conflict so defies resolution.

Senior Honors
1. Chekov, Anton

The Cherry Orchard, The Three Sisters
The Cherry Orchard (or Vishniovy sad in Russian) is Russian playwright Anton
Chekhov's last play. It premiered at the Moscow Art Theatre 17 January 1904 in
a production directed by Constantin Stanislavski. Chekhov intended this play as a
comedy and it does contain some elements of farce; however, Stanislavski
insisted on directing the play as a tragedy. Since this initial production,
directors have had to contend with the dual nature of this play.Three Sisters
(Russian:Tri sestry) is a play, written in 1900 and first produced in 1901, by
Russian author Anton Chekhov. It is considered among Chekhov's major plays.
Three Sisters is a naturalistic play about the decay of the privileged class in
Russia and the search for meaning in the modern world.

2. Heller, Joseph

Catch 22

Yossarian says, "You're talking about winning the war, and I am talking about winning the
war and keeping alive." "Exactly," Clevinger snapped smugly. "And which do you think is
more important?" "To whom?" Yossarian shot back. "It doesn't make a damn bit of
difference who wins the war to someone who's dead." "I can't think of another attitude
that could be depended upon to give greater comfort to the enemy." "The enemy,"
retorted Yossarian with weighted precision, "is anybody who's going to get you killed, no
matter which side he's on." Mirabile dictu, the book holds up post-Reagan, post-Gulf War. It's a good thing,
too. As long as there's a military, that engine of lethal authority, Catch-22 will shine as a handbook for smartalecky pacifists. It's an utterly serious and sad, but damn funny book.

3. Hersey, John

Hiroshima

On the basis of a return visit 40 years after the dropping of the bomb, Hersey has written a
``final chapter'' to one of the most important books to come out of World War II. The new
chapter follows a reprint of the original text on the dropping of the first atomic bomb, and is
written in the same spare, objective style. In it, Hersey brings up to date the lives of six
survivors he covered so brilliantly in 1946. Once again he evokes the humdrum and the surreal
elements in the aftermath of the bomb, and with eloquent simplicity he includes statements of
other nations' nuclear tests. Compelling, unforgettable, and more timely than ever, this is absolutely essential
for collections from junior high on. Robert H. Donahugh, Youngstown and Mahoning Cty. P.L., Ohio

4. Hugo, Victor

The Hunchback of Notre Dame

One of the first great novels of the Romantic era, Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame
has thrilled generations of readers with its powerfully melodramatic story of Quasimodo, the
deformed hunchback who lives in the bell tower of medieval Paris’s most famous cathedral. Feared
and hated by all, Quasimodo is looked after by Dom Claude Frollo, a stern, cold priest who ignores
the poor hunchback in the face of his frequent public torture. But someone steps forward to
help—the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda, whose single act of kindness fills Quasimodo with love. Can
the hunchback save the lovely gypsy from Frollo’s evil plan, or will they all perish in the shadows
of Notre Dame? An epic tale of beauty and sadness, The Hunchback of Notre Dame portrays the
sufferings of humanity with compassion and power.

5. Remarque, Erich Maria

All Quiet on the Western Front

This 1929 novel served as Remarque's attempt to confront and ultimately rid himself of the
graphic and haunting memories of his time serving in World War I. A novel with
autobiographical overtones, "All Quiet on the Western Front" traces the evolution of one
man's powerful antiwar sentiments.

6. Wilde, Oscar

The Picture of Dorian Grey (CH)

A lush, cautionary tale of a life of vileness and deception or a loving portrait of the aesthetic
impulse run rampant? Why not both? After Basil Hallward paints a beautiful, young man's
portrait, his subject's frivolous wish that the picture change and he remain the same comes
true. Dorian Gray's picture grows aged and corrupt while he continues to appear fresh and
innocent. After he kills a young woman, "as surely as if I had cut her little throat with a
knife," Dorian Gray is surprised to find no difference in his vision or surroundings. "The roses
are not less lovely for all that. The birds sing just as happily in my garden."

