Designer’s
WALK
BY JEANETTE CHASWORTH

Colorfully Stylish! Your Floors
Don’t Have to Be Boring!

C

olor brings life to a home. Think back to the first place you lived on
your own — maybe a college dormitory, or an apartment, with white
walls, white flooring and tile. It was boring, and the first thing you
did was fill the walls with posters to bring in some kind of character.
Then you move into your first home and gain a boundless new way of looking
at color and decorating. Those posters you had somehow don’t seem appropriate anymore, and for the first time you get to choose the colors you surround
yourself with. You can paint. You can create your own haven. For the first time,
this is your place and you can make it whatever you want. You get to create
your own sanctuary. There’s so much you can do. But where do your start?

Horizontal lines
define this
grounded and
warm kitchen.
The flooring in
this kitchen is
laid in the same
direction as the
rest of the house,
keeping continuity
and balance. The
plank size is larger
in order to visually expand the
room, eliminating multiple lines
which complicate
the visual plan.
The colors in the
backsplash tile
add texture,
tying together
the other design
elements and
strengthening the
long horizontal
lines.
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Jeanette Chasworth, nicknamed
The Color Whisperer by her clients,
believes in the transformational power
of design and color. Jeanette draws
inspiration from the homeowners’
lifestyle, taste and experiences and
also attunes herself to the house
itself. This unique combination
creates individualized design from
a soulful place that brings out the
best visually, for her clients and their
environment.
Her clients often describe their
newly designed space as a visual
expression of their personality. There
is a sense of peace and comfort
created by colors and textures that
now harmonize with the energy of
the client — and with their home.
As a result, Jeanette’s portfolio
illustrates great diversity in design.
Her philosophy is unbounded by
a particular style — her inspiration
drawn from the desires that houses
may “whisper in her ear.”
http://www.thecolorwhisperer.com

Color is so important in every décor, but it is often forgotten and
its impact is wasted. People worry about “resale value” and are
scared to try anything outside of the same old “off-whites” in the
paint deck. There are some places where that is appropriate, and
a good fit for the architecture and the people who live or work
in the space, but most people and spaces need more excitement
in the colors around them. Did you know that colors have their
own type of energy? Blind people can actually feel colors, and so
can you. Hold a red paint sample in one hand, and a blue one in
your other; you can feel one hand warmer than the other.
Color has psychological and physiological impacts on all
of us. Large corporations use these influences when creating
brands, using consultants to select colors that establish trust,
attract attention to certain types of people, and encourage us to
use their products. In a world where “branding is everything,”
these carefully chosen colors tell the story of a company, and
help the company bring its message to the public.
>>

Color is so important
in every décor, but it is
often forgotten and its
impact is wasted.
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Your home is a reflection of who you are,
and the colors are an important part of it.
You may want a kitchen that is bright and energizing to get you
going in the morning but a bedroom that has a more relaxing feel to help you sleep better at night. Some want something
really unique, while others want something more peaceful. Creating the mood you want is an integral part of the design process.
There are many important decisions when you take on a home
remodeling project, and the floor is a very important part. Often the
floor is going to be one of the few things that consistently goes from
room to room with only a few changes, so your flooring choice can
set the tone for the whole house. It also means that the floor must be
both practical and pretty. Floors typically are rather neutral, and are
used to unify several rooms. But a floor can also bring personality and
spontaneity to a room, and can really make rooms “pop.”
The color of your floor is what pulls together the rest of the colors in a home. If you have a historical home, that may be a factor in
deciding what floor to use; if not, you have a wider palette to create
your vision. What style are you? Whether your style is Retro, Modern, Traditional, Craftsman or anything in between, your home is a
reflection of who you are and a reflection of your own personal brand.
All colors have meaning, different shades of color which affect people in many different ways. Here are some examples of possible
flooring color, and the impact they have on rooms and people.

Open air voyage: Originally crowded and claustrophobic, opening up this space was important both aesthetically and emotionally.
The new shower was expanded and a shower curtain with an open
top eliminates the feeling of confinement. White tile makes the room
bright and airy with decorative tile “windows” to add some interest.
Variations on the floor separate the two areas. Larger tiles on the main
floor keep things simple and uncluttered. A touch of whimsy makes
this bathroom a seafaring palace for the client.

Small but mighty

A small kitchen is no excuse to
settle for white! This little kitchen
packs a punch with every detail,
from the large flooring tile set on a
diagonal in order to visually open
the space to the contrasting wall
colors. This eclectic kitchen is a
perfect match for the homeowner,
a creative talent who sought out
an exotic feel to help fuel the passion for his work
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Bring your home to life with color
White is a very common floor color. White invokes a sense of cleanliness and is often used
when you need a new beginning. It’s a fresh start. White can also be part of a very modern minimalist look. It’s great for people who like a light feeling in their room.
Black is very dramatic. Most black flooring is tile, but a black color may also be created using a
very dark or black finished wood. Black wood can give you a feeling of elegance, and the wood
gives a nice homey texture. This color is also great for modern or dramatic rooms.
Brown is probably the most common color used in flooring, including most species of wood
and the beiges and tans that are found in carpeting, tile and other types of both natural and synthetic floor coverings. Brown is a grounding color, makes us feel close to the earth. Brown can
create a variety of emotions and looks, including elegant, playful or rustic, with texture often
determining the style as much as the shade of color. Make sure that the browns in the floor
complement the colors in your wood furniture, cabinetry and other fixtures.
Many lighter woods run into the yellows, as do many shades of tile. Yellow is a warm color that
is light and cheerful, and can also be a color that inspires creativity and learning. This is also a
great color for someone who wants a very light, bright atmosphere.
Gray is quickly becoming popular and seen in many different aspects of home décor. It has come
in as a new neutral, and it is popular because it has a sense of longevity, like the deep layers of rock
that it reflects. It also complements many of the new colors that are gaining popularity.
>>

Bright and light — color expands the space

This kitchen began with the light
wood floor laid in the direction
of traffic to visually lengthen the
space. Originally this space was
white with black trim, clean but
sterile. Pulling out the yellow tones
in the floor and bringing them up
through the cabinets and in the
tile made the room rich and bright,
while still keeping the space free
and open. The green in the dining
room creates a welcoming transition to the patio and outside yard.
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These are just a few colors to consider. There’s a whole rainbow out there that you
can explore, each with its own meaning and psychological and physical impact.
These colors can help you to create a home that you love and that reflects your
own personal style and message.
One of the ongoing challenges of design professionals is knowing how to follow the most recent color trends. According to the Color Marketing Group, the
color for 2012 is tangerine, reflecting the popular theme of change, whether that
is coping with economic and social change or seeking to make changes in people’s
own lives and in the world. In today’s world defined by uncertainty, people look
to bold, bright colors to escape from the angst, cheer them up and give them
energy, similar to what we saw in the 80s.
The 80s influence has not only been there in bright colors but also in the
stark contrast of black and white. Many influences of the 80s are coming back
— the decade is popular among today’s teens who are wearing 80s clothes and
listening to some of the music. Another driver of this trend comes from the
entertainment industry: The Kardashians have a very clean palette in their
home filled with black, white and gray. The Twilight series of books and movies, along with a resurgence of Gothic elements, emphasizes drama, with black
elements echoing the same darkness and uncertainty, creating a counter-trend
to tangerine and other bright colors.
>>

There’s a
whole rainbow
out there
that you can
explore, each
with its own
meaning and
psychological
and physical
impact.

Retro modern uses horizontals to elongate space

Natural elements often have a
variety of colors. The natural stone
flooring forms the foundation for
the design of this modern kitchen,
tying together the yellow countertop and wood cabinetry. The
glass tile is laid in a brick pattern,
mirroring the horizontal flooring
and adding length to the kitchen.
The array of natural colors allows
the stainless steel appliances and
bronze hardware to feel at home,
resulting in a warm kitchen that
has a variety of textures while
remaining crisp and tailored.
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Old is new again: This bathroom, an addition to a historic
home built in the 1880s, needed
to continue in the Arts and Crafts
style. The hexagonal tile on the
floor is historic and the small
pieces add color and texture
to the room. A simple shower
design of yellow tile with green
trim keeps things from looking
too modern and accents the tile
on the floor. The large stained
glass windows in the style of the
period are a great asset to the
room, allowing in a great deal of
light while providing privacy. This
beautiful bathroom has all the
comforts of modern technology
and all the charm of historical
accuracy.

Accessible bathroom
Accessibility and natural texture
are paired in this barrier-free
bathroom. The small, multicolored
floor tiles create a tropical beach
surface, and the large wall tile
in the shower balances the
room and keeps the look from
becoming “busy.” The wall color,
which is a shade darker than the
ceiling, provides just the right
amount of structure to a “less-ismore” design.
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Thus far, 2013 looks to be a
continuation of these trends.
According to Denise Turner, a member of the Color Marketing
Group, her predictions for 2013 are: Brighter colors like cantaloupe, ocean blue, bright greens and oxidized reds are coming
in to give us a feeling of optimism. Patriotic colors are getting a
surge in popularity, as there are more groups that are taking an
interest in the U.S. political process. Earth colors like concrete
gray, leaf greens, almost black-browns and earthy golden browns
are continuing to gain popularity, as well, as we are returning to
our roots, replacing our gardens with vegetables, going to farmer’s markets. Nature is a beautiful artist and these colors can be
timeless, comforting and easy to live with. Their flexibility makes
these colors seem to always have a place in any décor.
No matter what colors you use throughout a home, they
are your signature, a reflection of who you are. Using colors that
express you will create a home that makes you feel happy, comforted and energized. Instead of selecting material that might
possibly please the next owner, follow your own heart and
choose a color that excites your passion! Your home is your
castle; bring it to life with color! ■

Tile patterns add interest and space

A monochromatic color scheme
should include a variety of textures and elements. This narrow
bathroom uses two sizes of floor
tile, with stripes of smaller subway tiles breaking up the larger
rectangular tiles, which are also
laid in an offset pattern. The visual
width created is supported by the
shower, sink and bathtub tile. This
design uses multiple sizes of tile
in different ways to create interest
while controlling costs.

62

FABULOUSfloors

Tips to make a space look bigger
1.	A monochromatic scheme removes visual borders, expanding the space
in our eyes.
2.	Small tile like ½" or 1" makes the tiles “uncountable,” creating a sense of
expansiveness. Small tiles also add texture and interest.
3.	On the other hand, oversized scale tiles or boards enlarge a room by
emphasizing simplicity and adding visual continuity.
4.	Staggered or “brick” patterns also create this expansion, making “counting”
more difficult.
5.	Pinwheel patterns and other symmetries create visual interest by drawing the
eye into curves instead of straight lines.
6.	Even a simple diagonal pattern, creating diamonds instead of squares, creates
such visual interest.
7.	Use small grout lines.
8.	Lay out your wood floor in the direction of most travel to elongate the space.
9.	Carpet with different shades of a color creates an extra dimension of texture in a
room and makes it feel bigger. This technique is very dramatic, but is not suitable
for everyone.
10.	Color is an important element. The key isn’t just dark or light but what colors
are near it. A color scheme that blends well will expand the space and give it
a bigger look. If you are going to do something dramatic in a small space, use
restraint and it will pop.

Natural texture creates a personal haven

The contrast of the stone-textured
tile with small amounts of more
expensive glass tile creates a
high-end design without a high
price. The variation in the stonetextured tile comes through in
a simple grid pattern. The small
glass tile is used as an accent,
highlighting the niches and shelf,
and in strategically placed diagonal dots. The colors in the glass
tile also highlight the custom
stained glass designed by Tico
Tech, which elegantly states the
bathroom’s feline theme.
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