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PROJECTS AND
PRODUCTS!
AND THE LONG ROAD HOME

PHOTO: Courtesy of Jeanette Chasworth, The Color Whisperer

BY JOANNA DEHN BERESFORD

SUMMERTIME TENDS TO INSPIRE A SENSE OF ADVENTURE. WHEN WE WERE
KIDS THIS MIGHT HAVE MEANT EXPLORING CREEKS, FIELDS AND FORESTS
BEYOND OUR OWN BACK YARDS. OR TRAVELLING FURTHER AWAY, TO DISCOVER EXOTIC DESTINATIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY OR THE WORLD. FOR
SOME PEOPLE IT ALSO MEANS LAUNCHING IMPORTANT PROJECTS AT
HOME – EVERYTHING FROM CLEANING OUT CABINETS IN THE GARAGE,TO
BUILDING A NEW ROOM, OR REDECORATING THE OLD ONES. RECENTLY MY
SENSE OF ADVENTURE LED ME ON A QUEST TO DISCOVER WHAT SOME OF
MY FAVORITE LOCAL DESIGNERS HAVE BEEN WORKING ON. I ASKED THEM
ABOUT CURRENT PROJECTS AND PRODUCTS, AND I ALSO ASKED THEM,
AMIDST THEIR VARIOUS FLURRIES OF ACTIVITY, WHAT ARE SOME OF THE DESIGN PRINCIPLES THAT STAY THE SAME, SEASON AFTER SEASON,AND YEAR
AFTER YEAR. HERE’S A WHIRLWIND ASSESSMENT OF WHAT I LEARNED…
–continued on page 21
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Amazing Projects:
One of the most ambitious projects I encountered is the Cynthia Bennett & Associates’ renovation of a “1½- story, quasi-Tudor home built in the 1940s, with very little authenticity, into a
classic French 2-story, stone clad townhouse.” The renovation includes a slate roof, copper
gutters, new bedroom, new bath, new office, new door and new details. And none of that is
the hard part of the project. The hard part, according to Cynthia, has to with the chronology of this particular enterprise.
“The reason this project has been so interesting,” says Cynthia, “is that all of this has to
be done with the rest of the interior kept in as perfect shape as possible, because the original home had already been very recently remodeled and completely redecorated by
Cynthia Bennett & Associates. This is backwards!”
Talk about building your castle in the air. Cynthia and her team, including architect,
space planner, interior designer and project manager, have succeeded in building new
foundations and footings under the house, and bringing structural supports through the
–continued on page 23
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–continued from page 21
walls “almost without a glitch,” she says. Clearly both the design/construction team and
the clients are thrilled with the results of their efforts.
Redesign projects aren’t always as overwhelming as the Tudor-French conversion.
Jeanette Chasworth, The Color Whisperer, and author of What’s Color Got to Do With It,
takes on her redesign projects with, not surprisingly, a unique focus on the transformative
effects of color.
“I’m passionate about helping people rediscover their power through the use of
color,” says Jeanette. She compares a recent kitchen design to “Fred Astaire and Ginger
Rogers – a dance of warm and cool colors, different textures, all blending together seamlessly. The floor featured a bronze texture, which flowed together with slate blue and German silver cabinets, richly textured granite countertops, topped with a mix of colored tiles.”
Carolyn Von Der Ahe, of Von Der Ahe Interiors, is delighted by an ongoing project that
involves augmenting and updating antiques and artwork for a client.“I love pulling history
–continued on page 44
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–continued from page 23
into a room,” she explains.“Two pieces we added were from Brooke Astor’s private home, purchased through Sotheby’s, which we restored and recovered in beautiful, current fabrics.”
They also restored a set of 19th century French chairs in rich velvets and suedes, then
blended these with contemporary pieces, including an acrylic table and blown glass
lamps. For Carolyn “the mix of old and new is absolutely stunning and such a reflection of
melding our past with our future, which greatly inspires me.”
Cool Products:
That blending of old and new provides a foundation for the concept of architecture and
design as an evolving artform, and it’s reflected in some of the products that designers described for me this month.
“One idea we hold close to is the use of the occasional antique,” says Courtney
Strong Thomas, who partners with her mother, Annsley Strong, at Strong Studio Designs. “It’s
not a new idea, but it is one that always brings depth and character to any size space. We
recently paired an antique Art Deco chaise with a custom-designed, contemporary ‘c–continued on page 47
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–continued from page 44
table’ and while the room in its entirety lent itself to more modern stylings, the chaise paid
respectful homage to the past.”
Carmel Chow, of Foothill Tile & Stone, expresses a similar sentiment, noting how advances in technology have facilitated beautiful notions of reinvention in the kinds of materials and products they use.
“We obviously love to work in all media of tile,” she says. “Creative new technologies
meeting with tradition has really revolutionized the tile industry over the past ten years. We
are seeing amazing colors, sizes and shapes in glass and artisan tile. Pair these with natural stone, or add a splash of glass mixed with stone, an embossed tapestry tile or a linen finish, and you can transform the banal into the beautiful.”
Gary Atachian, of Design Resource Gallery and Hillside Furniture Company, is a second
generation furniture maker. He remembers going to his father’s factory in Lebanon and helping the workers. He discovered his own passion for the craft there, and carries on the tradition
of fine, custom craftsmanship today, creating both traditional and contemporary furniture.
–continued on page 48
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–continued from page 47
“I started Hillside by taking traditional ideas, then looking at them in time, thinking of
unique and more eclectic pieces that no one has ever seen before,” Gary says.
One of his most recent pieces is a table base inspired by a World War II naval mine.
Like nearly all of their designs, the table base is finely crafted from alder wood, finished in
one of 40 different hues, then in this case, topped with gleaming glass.
For many of the designers, reinvention is not only an aesthetic adventure, it’s an environmentally conscientious one as well.
“My clients and I love to repurpose antiques,” explains Carolyn Von Der Ahe. “We find
fabulous old items like armoires, chests, or mirrors and lacquer them in serene colors or
bold statement colors. We turn chests into bars. We take old chairs and give them new legs
and recover them in current fabrics. Not only does it bring depth and uniqueness to the
room, it is truly the best ‘green’ solution in design.”
–continued on page 50
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Eternal Returns:
Their responses to my question, “what do you know for sure about the art and business of
design,” were remarkably similar.
“One thing that I ‘know for sure,’” says Cynthia Bennett, “is that it is ever changing. Design seems to go in cycles, and everything that was once in, goes out, and everything that
is definitely out, comes back again later, more popular than ever.”
Courtney and Annsley Strong agree. “Design moves in cycles,” according to Courtney.
“It tends to explore ideas from our past, refresh them and re-introduce them so that what’s
old is new again.”
Almost all of them also emphasize the importance of making the design of your
home your own.
“Your home is an extension of you, a reflection of you. It becomes part of the family. Its
job is to tell your story and support you. We all have a relationship with our homes, whether
that is a small condominium or an actual castle, manor or estate,” says Jeanette Chasworth.
In other words, no matter what kinds of summer projects and adventures we pursue,
most of them, eventually, will lead us back home. AH&D
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