
What’s in My Clarinet Starter Pack? 

This is Cork Grease.  You will use a small amount on each of the corks on 

your instrument to make the parts of the clarinet go together more easily.   

Mouthpiece cushions will make playing your 

instrument more comfortable by eliminating 

vibrations of the mouthpiece against your top 

teeth.  Make sure your mouthpiece is clean 

and dry before applying a new mouthpiece 

cushion as shown here.   A thumb rest cushion goes on the 

thumb rest on the back of your 

clarinet.  It helps keep your thumb 

from getting sore while you play 

your instrument.   

A reed guard like this one protects your clarinet reeds and allows 

them to dry flat after you play on them.  It is suggested that you 

use a marker and some masking tape to number each of the four 

slots on your reed guard so you can tell your reeds apart.   

This is a duster brush.  It is 

handy for removing dust and 

lint from around your keys. 

Use this mouthpiece brush once a week to clean 

your mouthpiece in warm, soapy water.  (Never 

put your clarinet in water, though!) 

This is a handkerchief swab.  You will use it each day when you are finished playing 

your clarinet to clean all the moisture out of your instrument.  Doing so will help to 

keep your instrument playing great for a long time.  Be careful to completely unfold 

the swab before pulling it through your instrument.  Otherwise it might get stuck! 

Reeds usually come packaged by the box.  You will begin play-

ing on a 2 1/2 strength reed.  Because the reed is what produces 

the sound on your clarinet, make sure you only get good quality 

reeds like these Mitchell Lurie Premium reeds.  After playing, 

store your reeds in a reed guard like the one below.  Make sure 

you never handle reeds by their tips.   


