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The FISHER F.Y.I. 
 

The Phinnize J. Fisher Middle School Newsletter 

Volume 1 - Issue 2,  January 2015 

Dates to Remember: 
 

January: 
 

16 & 19th - NO SCHOOL, Teacher 

workday and MLK Day 
 

20th - start of second semester 
 

23rd - 2nd Quarter Report Cards  
 

29th - Spirit night at Buffalo Wild 

Wings for music department 
 

February: 
 

9th - General PTSA meeting, 6:30 pm 

Very important meeting, plan to 

be there! 

13th - School Dance 
 

16 - NO SCHOOL, President’s Day 
 

19th - Progress Reports 
 

19th - Spirit night at Panera Bread 
 

March: 
 

9th - Snow Day #1, if not used will be 

a student holiday 
 

30th - April 3rd - NO SCHOOL, Spring 

Break  
 

April: 
 

6th - Snow Day #3, if not used will be 

a student holiday 
 

20th -  General PTSA meeting        

followed by Fisher Talent Show!!! 

 To Fisher’s first Teacher of the Year! 

“Teaching at Fisher Middle School has been, and still 
is, one of the best experiences of my career.  I am very 
humbled and honored to be Teacher of the Year for 
2015-2016.  I am surrounded by amazing teachers 
each day who are just as passionate and dedicated in 
what they do for Fisher students.  Thank you very 
much for this honor and I do my best to serve it well!” 

Mrs. Serena Cox, M.Ed. 
Science, Department Chair 

Congratulations to our very first Teacher of the Year at Fisher Middle 
School, Serena Cox.  Mrs. Cox was selected by her fellow teachers for her 
hard work, dedication, and enthusiasm for our students.  Congratulations, 
Mrs. Cox!  We would also like to recognize the other finalists:    
Gage McAngus, Scott O’Neal, and Melissa Texin.  

From the Desk of Ms. Garraux… 
 

Welcome to our second edition of the Fisher Newsletter. 

It is hard to know where to begin.  This has been an exceptional start to 
our inaugural year!  As a new school, I am impressed with how quickly our 
stakeholders have transitioned first semester.  Our students (and parents) 
have faced many new challenges:  an elementary to middle school change, 
an eight period schedule including academic related arts, a block schedule 
with 90 minute periods, a one-to-one laptop initiative and a project-based 
learning model.  Whew, that’s a lot of change in a couple of months, yet 
by all indications our students are enjoying school and thriving.  This does 
not happen by chance.  All of our stakeholders are to be commended for 
their commitment to the overall success of our school. 

If this is how we begin, imagine the possibilities of how we 
move forward!  Thank you!  I am excited about our fu-
ture as we continue this journey.  “No Goal’s Too High 
Where Firebirds Fly!” 
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From The Parker Files…  
   

Reminders on Conduct at School 

 

Just before the holidays I met with all of the students to emphasize dress code, computer 
use, and overall conduct at school.  Our students are doing  a great job overall in each of 
these areas,  but there have been some recurring issues that I felt needed to be addressed 

so that we are all clear on expectations here at PJFMS.  Each student was given a paper copy of the dress 
code to take home.  I also referenced a copy of the One on One Device Handbook that students received at 
the beginning of the year, as well as the Agreement Form that students and parents signed in order to re-
ceive laptop computers. 
 
I suggested that students put the copy of the dress code in their sock drawer or somewhere else where it 
can be quickly referenced if needed on any given morning.  Students should pay particular attention to ac-
ceptable colors for shirts, dresses, pants, etc., each of which is specified in the code.  The greatest problem 
we see is with outer wear that are not in approved colors, are multicolored, or that have large logos.  Style 
seems to be less of a problem for students to comply with, one exception being the appropriate wearing of 
leggings and tights.  I told students that if they are ever in doubt, even after referring to the dress code, 
then wear something else! 
 
We are so fortunate at PJFMS to have computers for each student.  Our teachers are creating wonderful 
learning opportunities with them, and the students are really engaged in the different technologies they 
are using.  As with all good things new and good, there are some things to learn and improve upon.  The 
items below were highlighted when I spoke with the students: 
 

- Charge your computer every night so you are prepared for each school day. 
- The insurance covers accidental damage and theft but not loss so keep your computer with you at all 
   times. 
- Do not share your password and login. 
- Do not download any software that is not authorized by your teacher. 
- Do not attempt to access inappropriate material and if such material appears on your computer  
  unexpectedly let an adult know immediately so it can be addressed. 
 
Finally I spoke with students about school conduct in general.  A list of offenses and consequence is listed in 
the student handbook, which is available on the school web site under the “Students” tab.   I explained to 
students that they should really never have to worry about this list if they come to school with the mindset 
that they are coming to work, and as such should conduct themselves accordingly.  I held up our faculty 
and staff as a great example.  We do not run or horseplay in the halls, confront or aggravate one another, 
use abusive language, etc.  Such behavior is unacceptable in any work environment, and since our students 
are here to work and learn, they should conduct themselves in the same way.   I closed with one question 
that I think most students relate to very well, “If your parents were looking through the window of your 
classroom at any given time during a school day would they be proud of what they saw you doing?”  If the 
answer is not “yes” then you need to adjust your behavior. 
 
Thanks for your continuing support. 
 

Michael J. Parker 
Assistant Principal 
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On Saturday, December 13th, Fisher Middle School hosted the FIRST LEGO League (FLL) 
Greenville Regional Tournament. 29 elementary and middle school teams from the up-
state participated in this event. Over 900 people were in attendance.  Many volunteers 
from Greenville (including engineers and educators) worked together to make this 
event a huge success.  In the spirit of FLL, all teams are winners for working to develop 
innovative solutions to engineering and societal challenges.  Due to the steady growth 

in the number of FLL in SC, there are now 2 state championship events.  Even with the increased number 
of events, there is not room for all teams to compete at the state level.  This "problem" attests to the out-
standing talent and motivation of students, mentors, and coaches to develop FLL teams in SC.  The 29 
teams in attendance at the regional tournament were competing for 10 slots to advance to the State 
Championship which will take place in March, 2015.  Fisher Middle School was represented in the regional 
tournament, but did not advance to the state competition.  Congratulations to the LEGO Cyber Squad for 
scoring highest in the state (so far) in the robot performance rounds with an amazing score of 300 points! 
Tarun Giridhar is a student at Fisher Middle School who is a member of this team.  Please congratulate him 
and his team on a job well done. 
 

Fisher Middle’s  FIRST LEGO League Robotics Team is accepting applications Monday, January 5th through 
Friday, January 23rd. Our vision for this team is that it demonstrates the outstanding talent and amazing 
accomplishments of our students. We are seeking enthusiastic, self-motivated, talented, hard-working stu-
dents with exemplary interpersonal skills. Due to several limitations, we will only be able to accept a few 
candidates for the team. We seek to form a new team for the 2015-2016 season and will begin work this 
spring. The application and rubric for assessment can be found on the school website. 

-Mr. O’Neal 

 

Buy a Learning Community T-shirt 
Each Learning Community at Fisher has its own color, name, and slogan, and now each one will have its own t-
shirt!  Shirts will be available in short sleeve ($8.00) and long sleeve ($12.00).  Go to the school website to view 

the designs.  Order forms will be sent home with students, or you may print an order form from the web-
site.  Shirt orders will be taken from January 9 - 20, and payment may be made in cash (with exact change) or 
with a check made payable to Fisher Middle School.  For the remainder of the school year, students may wear 

either a uniform shirt or the Learning Community t-shirt every Friday, unless otherwise noted.  

On January 8th, South Carolina Chapter 3 of Woodman of the World 

donated 24 American flags to our school, one for each classroom.  

They have also committed to providing flags for the 7th and 8th 

grade classrooms as they are added.  Woodmen of the World (WOW) is 

a fraternal service organization based in Omaha, Nebraska.  One of their 

community service projects it to provide US flags to nonprofit civic and youth 

groups, schools and churches.  To date they have donated more than 2 million 

American flags.  A presentation ceremony was held with four members of WOW in 

attendance.   

A special thanks to WOW SC Chapter 3 for this generous donation to our school!  

Woodmen of the World representatives Paul 
Winters, Randy Barnett, Irene Bechtle, and 

Patricia Swygert with Program Director Matt 
Critell and Science teacher Tara Farmer.  

http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/fisher/Upload/uploads/T-shirt%20order%20form%20(1).pdf
http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/fisher/Upload/uploads/T-shirt%20order%20form%20(1).pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraternal_benefit_society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omaha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nebraska
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-Mrs. Rohrbaugh 

The Book Nook...  
                         News from the Media Center 

It has certainly been a busy fall in the Media Center!  
We had our very first Book Fair, and with the help of 
many amazing parent volunteers, it was a huge suc-
cess!  All Book Fair profits will go toward Media Cen-
ter programming and facilities.   
 

Students have filled out “Book Request” forms this 
fall to ask that a book or series be added to the Media 
Center collection.  Keep them coming!  Whenever 
possible and appropriate, I plan to honor the student 
book requests.  There are paper copies of this form in 
the Media Center, and there is an electronic form on 
the Media Center website. 
 

Several ebooks have been added to the collection this 
week, including several Big Nate and Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid books, two Minecraft books, the second 
and third installments in the Land of Stories series, 
and two books by Lemony Snicket.  Not only will I be 
ordering books monthly, but I will soon begin the 
process of ordering our 7th grade level books for next 
year.  I can’t believe our year is halfway over already! 
 

Coming in 2015, I will be starting a “Give a Book, 
Take a Book” program here at Fisher.  Stu-
dents may bring in books from home and 
take a book that interests them.  I will be 
sending out more information about 
that in the coming weeks. 
 

Thanks to both parents and students 

for your continued support of 

the Media Center!   

Hello again from The National Theatre for Children & 
The Resource Raiders!  Here's an update on how your 
school is doing in our X Marks the Kit contest. 

So far this year, Phinnize J. Fisher Middle School has 
signed up for 20 free Energy Efficiency Kits.  Bravo! 
Thanks for all your efforts to save energy and re-
sources by signing up for your free kits!  Remember - 
once your school reaches 75 unique sign-ups for the 
free Energy Efficiency Kit, your school will win educa-
tional materials valued at over $200 AND be entered 
into a drawing for a $10,000 cash prize! Two $10,000 
drawings will take place - one on December 17th, 
2014 and the other on July 1st, 2015.  Plus - every ad-
ditional 25 sign-ups gain your school another entry 
into the drawings, increasing your chances of win-
ning!   

To sign up for kits or view official contest rules and 
FAQs, visit http://xmarksthekit.org. Kits can also be 
requested by calling 1-855-386-9548. 

Help our school.  Request your kit today!!! 

-The National Theatre for Children 
Open Your Eyes, Be Resource Wise!  

The Student Council is underway and 
held its first Student Council Meeting in 

December.  One of the many goals for Student Coun-
cil is to sponsor a local charity each year through 
time, support, and assistance with fundraising.  We 
are researching charities in Greenville County and 
plan to select one to support at our next meeting in 
January.  We have many other projects and plans for 
the rest of the year.  Stay tuned for updates of how 
you can help! 

 

Fisher Student Council Update 

 

Students in the Service Learning classes de-
signed Christmas ornaments centered on the 
American Heart Association.  After designing 

the ornaments a representative from TPM came 
in and talked the students through the 3D de-

sign process. Each class voted on the ornaments 
and selected one ornament from each 

class.  These selections were then 3D printed by 
TPM in their Columbia office.  Students sold the 
ornaments and used them to decorate a tree in 
the Hyatt downtown.  TPM graciously covered 
the print costs, which allowed Fisher Middle to 

present a donation of $840.00 to the  
American Heart Association! 

http://xmarksthekit.org/
tel:1-855-386-9548


 

  700 Millennium Blvd. ~ Greenville, S.C. 29607 ~ 864-452-0800 ~ http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/fisher  

Julie Reid 

For designing it! 

The music department was very busy during the holiday season. The band and strings students' 
had their inaugural concert where the parents and guests got to "experience" being a band/
strings student at Fisher. The chorus students performed at the Roper Mountain Holiday Lights 
display in Greenville as well as a holiday concert at Fisher. The students enjoyed spreading holi-

day cheer to the community. 
 

The spring will be busy for the music students as the band, chorus, and strings students prepare to perform in 
the Carowinds Music Festival on May 23rd, 2015. Students will get to perform three selections in front of a pres-
tigious panel of judges and receive a rating based on their performance. 
 

Mark Your Calendars: January 29th is the Fisher Music Department Spirit Day at the Buffalo Wild Wings Restau-
rant in the Greenridge Shopping Center. There is a ticket you have to show for us to get credit but it's good 
from 11am-11pm. Tickets will be available in the front office, or you can get them from the band room as well. 
 

We also want to wish "good luck" to the following students who will be auditioning for the GCSYO (Greenville 
County School Youth Orchestra) Junior Symphonia: Owen Small, Sarah Coltrin, Adams Keefer, Kristen-Alyse Fin-
klin, Tarun Giridhar, and Brian Caicedo. The GCSYO is an after school program in Greenville County Schools. If 
selected to be a member of this group, they will participate in weekly after-school practices and put on a con-
cert in late spring.  Good luck!    

-Ms. Campbell 

 

Check out the new, official  
Fisher Middle School  logo! 

The students in art class are submitting art for a juried art show this February on the Clemson University Inter-
national Center for Automotive Research Campus.  They created pieces of art centered around the automotive/
industrial theme.  The most exciting part of the process for the students was that they were allowed to create 
any 2 dimensional theme related piece that inspired them.  This is the first time the students had this much 
freedom and they certainly rose to the challenge, took risks, developed their ideas and were not afraid to learn 
through some mistakes.   As with all juried art shows, gallery space does not afford the opportunity for all stu-
dents to have their work hung. CU I-CAR art department staff will select certain pieces of student art for this dis-
play.  Students whose artwork is selected will receive notice and all artwork will be returned in a reasonable 
timeframe regardless of whether or not they are chosen for this opportunity. 
 

In addition to the CU I-CAR art show several student's artwork was shown at the Hyatt last month during the 
South Carolina Art Education Conference.  The art classes also worked with professional writer Mrs. Marshall to 
create emotionally inspired wire sculptures and free verse poems.  We made paper with plant parts as a tie into 
the science school wide plant project and select students painted a giant Holiday Card supporting our troops 
and veterans for the Roper Mountain Holiday Lights Display. 
 

Lastly, we are continuing to save our artwork in portfolios in preparation for a year ending art show 
in May.  As you can see we have certainly been creatively busy! 

-    Mrs. Harrington 

VISUAL ARTS 
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Mentoring Update: 
 
 

The mentor events kicked off November 
7th and the students were paired with the 
mentor groups based on their choices and 

rankings from the Mentor Fair held in Au-
gust.  Each group had a unique task or project to ac-
complish based on the company they chose to work 
with during the school year.  Students working with 
TD Bank are doing fraud investigation that will lead to 
the creation of a Public Service Announcement and 
designing enhanced security measures on future apps 
for the bank.  McMillan, Pazdan, and Smith students 
are creating a greenhouse/classroom space that can 
be placed on the property, and students working with 
Fluor are learning about how to make a bridge with 
their mentors. Other companies involved with the 
mentor fair include SAGE Automotive, the Peace Cen-
ter, Carolina Ballet Theatre, CUICAR, REWA, Hubbell 
Lighting, Nu-Idea, Greenville County Facilities Depart-
ment, and Michelin. The next date our students will 
work with their mentors is Friday, January 30th.  

 

- Matt Critell, PJFMS Program Director 

Students at Fisher Middle were able 
to take a tour through the Clemson 
University Center for Automotive Re-
search and have an inside peek into the Deep Orange 
Lab.  Students were introduced to the complete proc-
ess of what is involved in the artistic design, techno-
logical innovation, and scientific engineering of build-
ing cars for the Y generation.  Students were also able 
to see the involvement taken by automobile re-
searchers in testing cars for temperature changes, 
various terrains, and noise levels.  Overall, it was an 
amazing experience for all Fisher students. 
 

Fisher Middle School students will take a field trip to 
Roper Mountain Science Center on January 29th.   
Students will participate in Force 5 and I’ve Got the 
Power on Thurs, Jan 29th 9:30-12:30pm.   Students 
will then have lunch at Haywood Mall.   There will be 
a small cost for bus transportation and students will 
be responsible for lunch money to purchase food at 
the mall.  Look for more information to come home 
after Christmas Break along with permission forms. 

Science... 

Mrs. Haigler's Public Speaking 
classes have been working on 
perfecting the art of persua-
sion in various senses over the last several weeks. 

Students were given the opportunity to work with 
Mrs. Rohrbaugh, our Media Specialist, as she shared a 
lesson on ethos, pathos, and logos. They viewed a va-
riety of advertisements before creating and perform-
ing one of their own for an everyday school supply 
item. Their skits ended up being quite creative, per-
suasive, and fun. 

Students also went on a top secret mission to try to 
persuade their parents for something. They came 
back to class with a variety of responses and reasons 
for 'No' or 'Maybe' answers. The best 'Yes' answer 
had to be a certain persuasive student who is finally 
getting that longed for puppy. 

As the classes round out their 'Public Speaking' se-
mester, they are working on using persuasion in de-
bates. Students have practiced debating in a few ways 
but are looking forward to taking their expertise of 
the Greek city-states learned in Social Studies to be 
used in a debate that will prove once and for all which 
city-state is the most superior. 

THEN, it's on to drama for next semester! 
-Mrs. Haigler 

Public Speaking... 

Mr. McAngus' and Mrs. Haigler's English GT 6 classes 
are finalizing their small group Jigsaw projects on 
Shakespeare's The Tempest. In addition to mastering 
the content and navigating the language of this play 
(a huge undertaking in and of itself), students are also 
using the following the technological tools to demon-
strate their learning through individual and collabora-
tive products:  infogr.am, GoAnimate!, Kahoot!, 
StoryboardTHAT, Haiku Deck, PowToon, and Quizlet.  
To provide feedback for their peers throughout the 
process, students have used the Critical 
Friends protocol, which allows them to 
provide constructive criticism about 
what they like as well as what they are 
wondering. We are proud of our stu-
dents' efforts thus far and look forward 
to seeing their continued improvement. 

-Mr. McAngus 

English GT 6 

http://infogr.am/
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From GTT : 
 Riley Cottingham  

LONGEST DISTANCE  
FOR THE  

AIR RACER.  

Broadcast Journalism students are ready to fly!  Students have been working very hard learning the fundamen-
tals of broadcast journalism this past semester.  In addition, students have also been very patient while our stu-
dio equipment was being setup.  Well the time is finally here, students are ready to begin learning 
how to operate the studio cameras, Teleprompter, sound mixer, and broadcast program.  Lastly, 
students will be able to begin learning advanced video editing techniques with the use of six 
video editing programs that were purchased through the Donors Choose program thanks to 
our generous Fisher parents, family, and friends!  It will be an exciting time for our students as 
they begin to create daily news programs and feature story broadcasts for our Fisher family! 

Broadcast Journalism 

Wynit Print Distribution and Leapfrog 
printing have provided Fisher Middle with 
a 3D printer!  The dual extruder (meaning it 

can print in two colors) printer was delivered and in-
stalled in December.  Teachers will receive training on 
the equipment and have the opportunity to begin us-
ing it with student designs starting the second half of 
the year.  This partnership benefits Fisher Middle 
School and Leapfrog Printing as well because they will 
use the information and projects completed by the 
students at Fisher to provide examples of how their 
printer, which is designed for educational use, is the 
right choice for schools across the country. 

Don’t Forget to Buy  a Yearbook!  
 

You may still purchase an inaugural Fisher Yearbook online at  
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/.   

The price for preordered yearbooks is  now $30.   
 

Can’t remember if you already purchased a book?  Please contact  
Joy Rohrbaugh at  rohrbaugh@greenville.k12.sc.us 

Girls on the Track is  
coming to Fisher Middle! 

 

Girls on Track is a transformational 
physical activity based positive youth development 
program for girls in 6rd-8th grade.  The program uses 
the power of running to inspire girls to be joyful, 
healthy and confident.  Through dynamic, interactive 
lessons and running games, participants nurture their 
social, emotional, mental, and physical wellbeing and 
develop important strategies and skills to help them 
navigate future life experiences.  The goal of the pro-
gram is to unleash confidence through accomplish-
ment while helping girls establish a lifetime apprecia-
tion of health and fitness. 
 

Girls on Track meets twice a week for 11 weeks and 
culminates with the girls being physically and emo-
tionally prepared to complete a celebratory 5k run-
ning event.   The spring 2015 season will run at Dr. 
Phinnize J. Fisher Middle School on Tuesdays & Thurs-
days, 3:30-5:00pm from Feb. 11 - May 12, 2015. 
 

The program fee is $199.  Scholarships and payment 
plans are available.  Online registration will begin Jan. 
1, 2015.  To learn more visit www.ghs.org/
girlsontherun or contact Joy Rohrbaugh, 452-0812, 
jrohrbaugh@greenville.k12.sc.us, or Michelle Kirby, 
452-0811, mkirby@greenville.k12.sc.us.  
 

https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
http://www.ghs.org/girlsontherun
http://www.ghs.org/girlsontherun
mailto:jrohrbaugh@greenville.k12.sc.us
mailto:mkirby@greenville.k12.sc.us
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A FUN FISHER FACT...   
Robots are not just in the classrooms at Fisher, one is roaming the courtyard earning a living!  Introducing Lawn-
Bott LB200el.  LawnBott is a fully autonomous electric robot mower that keeps Fisher’s courtyard cut nice and 
smooth.  And it works for about $10 a year - in electricity!  Once a perimeter wire has been installed enclosing 
the area to cut, turn LawnBott loose and let it work.  Using a sophisticated computer and the perimeter 
wire, it will cut for approximately 6 hours until the battery runs down, find its way home to its 
docking station, recharge, and head back out to cut again right where it left off.  If it runs into 
an object in its path it will back up and head off into a different direction.  After an initial 
programming, LawnBott handles the grass cutting by itself for the entire season.  Fisher’s 
LawnBott is put away for the season, but look for him to return next spring. 

* Thanks to the GCS Facilities Department  
and www.lawnbott.com  for this info. 

Save the Date  
 

Mark your calendars now for  
our First Annual Fisher Talent Show 

on April 20th at 7:00 PM.   
Begin planning your original solo or 

group acts for auditions to be held in 
March. Registration forms and audition 
information will be forthcoming in Feb-

ruary. Contact Mrs. Harrington if you 
have any questions.  

If you love your Fisher teachers, let them know… 

Nominate a teacher who has made a 

difference in your life for the  

Golden Apple Award 
 

To reward teachers that go above and beyond, 
Ingles and WYFF News 4 sponsor the Golden 

Apple Awards.  The Golden Apple Award is 
open to any educator, grades K through college 

who works in SC, NC or GA.  To nominate a teacher 
for the award, pick up a nomination form from an 
area Ingles store, complete fully, making sure to list 
the teachers name and school, and mail to WYFF 
News 4, Golden Apple Award, 505 Rutherford Street, 
Greenville, SC  29609.  Nominations will be reviewed 
by a panel of judges to select a winner weekly.  Each 
Thursday on the WYFF newscast a winning teacher is 
profiled.  At the end of the year a Teacher of the Year 
is selected from all the weekly winners.  If a teacher 
has made a difference in your life, make a difference 
in theirs too by nominating them today. 

 

Get your dancing shoes ready! 
Fisher Middle’s First School Dance 

Friday, February 13th 
Watch for details coming soon! 

New Student Club Available! 
Learn to Design Video Games! 

Students who are interested in creating their own 
video games will want to join the Google CS First  
Game Design with Scratch Club.  It will meet on  
Mondays from 3:45 - 5:00 pm for 8 weeks, beginning 
January 26.  Students will learn gaming concepts and 
program video games using code and computer sci-
ence.  No previous computer experience is neces-
sary.  There is a signup sheet in the main 
office. Please contact Mrs. O'Malley for 
more details.  

Now you can follow Fisher Middle School on Twitter to 
find out about our recent programs and other 

news.  Find us at PJFMSPrograms. 

mailto:momalley@greenville.k12.sc.us
https://twitter.com/pjfmsprograms
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March 28th – April 4th  
 

 

 

iMAGINE Upstate is a week-long celebration and 
showcase around STEM, innovation, creative &  

entrepreneurial activity in the Upstate  

EVENTS: 

March 28th, 11am –5pm:  Clemson University Inter-
national Center for Automotive Research ( CU-ICAR ) 
is opening its campus to the public and hosting a free 
international festival, featuring an international car 
cruise, live entertainment, cuisine from around the 
globe, and an authentic German Biergarten.  
 

March 28th, 4:30 - 9:00 pm:  The Impact & Launch 
Competition is Wofford College's annual demo day. 
Each year, 10 student finalists from a variety of ma-
jors present their business and community impact 
projects to judges in the hope of winning over 
$20,000 in cash and prizes to further their work.  
 

March 29th, 3:00 - 5:00 pm:  The Arthaus Greenville, 
a community based collective of local artists, invites 
ages 10 and over to enter Greenville’s first STEM 
based kite design and flying competition, Go Fly A 
Kite.  Designs should be submitted by January 30th 
with a $5 entry fee.  Proceeds go toward fulfilling the 
mission of the Arthaus.  The best designs will be cho-
sen by February 28 and built in March.  Final winners 
will be selected on a community kite flying day of 
Sunday, March 29 at the Kroc Center.  Prizes for 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place winners.  For more information 
please visit www.facebook.com/arthausgreenville 
 
April 4th, 10:00 am - 8 pm:  The iMagine Upstate Fes-
tival in downtown Greenville.  Demonstrations, hands 
on activities, live entertainment, food, celebrity 
speakers and more.  You don’t want to miss this pre-
mier event celebrating all things STEM. 
 

For additional events and the most up to date  
information, visit www.imagineupstate.org 

Upcoming STEAM - Related  

Community Events* 

 

Saturday, February 14th:  Second Saturday at Roper 
Mountain Science Center is STEMFest.  This event cre-
ates interaction of real working STEM professionals 
with learners of all ages!   

Friday, January 9th:   Starry Nights returns to Roper 
Mountain.  Planetarium shows and celestial viewing 
every Friday.  Now showing… 

“Perfect Little Planet” 7:00 p.m. Fridays 
“Extreme Planets” 8:30 p.m. Fridays 

 

Visit www.ropermountain.org for 
details and admission prices. 

January 17th,  The Children’s Museum of the Upstate:  
To celebrate the opening of their newest traveling 
exhibit, Simple Machines,  TCMU will host the second 
annual “Kids’ Maker Fest.” Meet different maker* 
groups from across the Carolinas and Georgia.  Enjoy 
hands-on workshops, product demonstrations,  
exhibitor booths and lots of time to play!  Included 
with admission.  
 

*A maker is a do-it-yourself kind of person, 
who engages their creativity and knowledge 
doing hands-on projects  

The A.R.M.E.S. program is a tuition-free 
after school arts program designed to meet 
the needs of students in grades 4 - 8 who 
have demonstrated outstanding talents 
and a deep interest in theatre, visual arts, 

strings or dance. The purpose of the program is to 
allow students to explore their chosen art form in 
depth while promoting individual creativity.  For ap-
plication for the 2015-2016 school year, nominations 
accepted from February 20 - April 20.  Auditions will 
be held in Mid - May. 
 

Call 864-355-2551 or visit www.fineartscenter.net/
ARMES/armes.html for more information 

 These events are not approved, endorsed or required by Greenville County 
Schools.  They are simply a sampling of the STEAM related opportunities  

available in our community. 
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PTSA website - http://fishermiddleptsa.wix.com/steam  

A Word From Our PTSA President… 
 

Greetings Parents, Teachers, and Students, 

It’s hard to believe, but we have made it to mid-year.  Our very 
first PTSA fundraiser was a success and I want to thank the lead-
ership of our Gala committee for all of their hard work.  I would 
like to thank all of you who donated and supported this inaugu-
ral event.  We also have a great group of volunteers that serve  
in other capacities throughout the PTSA. 

I am looking forward to a strong finish this year.  We have our 
first school dance coming up in February and our spring fund-
raiser will be in April.  The spring fundraiser will be a fun run 
with activities for the whole family to enjoy.   

Soon our nominations will be underway for 2015-2016 PTSA 
board.  If you are interested in serving on the board or know 
someone that would be a great board member, please let our 
nominating committee know. 

It has been a pleasure to serve as the first PTSA President for Dr. 
Phinnize J. Fisher Middle School.  I am so blessed to work with 
such great, hardworking board members.  They have really made my 
job easy.  Thank you all for your hard work and dedication.  We still 
have the second half to go.  Full STEAM ahead! 

Jerry Blassingame 

PTSA President 2014-2015 

 

Volunteers, I hope everyone had a restful two weeks, enjoying the rain and warmer 
temps. I want to thank everyone who has signed up and pitched in for helping out so 
far. Without participation as eager as it had been, Activities and events would never 
have been able to have the success that has happened. Pass the word to sign up 
at  fishermiddleptsavolunteer@gmail.com , the more the merrier! There are many 
fabulous things in the works for this next half of the year, don't miss out!   
   

-Amanda Soltys 

Several of our Fisher teachers 
are using DonorsChoose.org 
to help fund classroom needs.  

Currently Mrs. O’Malley needs help getting 
camcorders for Broadcast Journalism and 
Mrs. Campbell is looking for rhythm 
method books for music students.  Donor-
sChoose.org is an online charity that makes 
it easy for anyone to help students in need. 
Teachers post classroom project requests 
on the site, and you can give any amount 
to the project that most inspires you.  Do-
nations are tax-deductible, and are cur-
rently being matched by Disney (up to 
$150).  Several Fisher families have do-
nated.  A heartfelt THANKS to all our do-
nors for helping out our teachers in need! 

The Fisher Middle School Store  
will be opening second semester! 

 

Right now the PTSA is busy stocking shelves and bins getting the 
store ready to open its doors.  What we want to know is what 
kind of things you want to see when we open those doors.  What 
would you like to buy?   Send an email to Sue Anderson at  
andreagatlin.anderson@gmail.com if you have ideas for the 
store.  Watch the website for more information to come. 

mailto:fishermiddleptsavolunteer@gmail.com
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Fisher Middle School PTSA participates in raising funds with Phoneraiser.com. You can 
contribute to Fisher Middle just by bringing your used cell phones/PDAs and inkjet car-
tridges to be recycled, to Fisher Middle School and Phoneraiser.com will pay us cash! 
There is a collection bin found in our school cafeteria or you can send in with your child.  
Ask your employer for donations of used cartridges as well. 
 

Thank you for supporting Fisher Middle School! 

Before you shop on-line, visit 4ourschool.com 
and earn 5% in donations for our school! 

 

Participating retailers include: 
 

  Amazon iTunes Starbucks  Current Catalog 
  Groupon Hotels.com TOMS Shoes  Family Christian Store 
  Life is Good Drugstore.com CardStore  SpaFinder 
  Famous Footwear Modell’s Shoes.com  JellyBelly 
  CHEFS Catalog Mighty Leaf Tea Beauty.com  PBS Kids Shop 
  Lillian Vernon AllPosters.com CafePress  Hooked on Phonics 
  Oliver’s Labels Claire’s KitchenAid  Franklin Covey 
  Melissa & Doug Crabtree & Evelyn Hancock Fabrics  Best Deal Magazines 
  Build-A-Sign Auto Parts Warehouse Gaiam   Keepsake Quilting 
  Discount School Supply Teleflora Eyeglasses.com  Vision Direct Contacts 
                                          and more … 
 

It’s as easy as 1-2-3.  Click through 4ourschool.com, shop on-line as usual, and earn donations for our school. 

 

Earn money for the school while you do your regular shopping...  A win/win for everyone! 

 Keep clipping those Box Tops and 
earn money for our school!  Once 

you have clipped, students can give the Box Tops to 
their teacher in a clear plastic bag with the student 
and the teachers name on it. The school earns 10 
cents for each Box Top and that few cents can really 
add up if everyone keeps those scissors handy.   
 

If you have collected Labels for Education, send those 
in too, but please separate them from the Box Tops 
and send them in a bag of their own.    
 

Any questions, or if you 
would like to volunteer 
your assistance, please 
contact Marisha Hill at 
3boysmom71@gmail.com.   

 
As you may know, Greenville County is implementing 
the CATCH (Coordinated Approach To Child Health) 
program in all our local schools, and Fisher is an ac-
tive participant.  This program is designed to model 
healthy eating and provide nutritious meal options for 
our students.  In support of this program, effective 
immediately, parents are reminded that only 
“healthy” food choices are permitted during the 
school day for our children.  As always, parents are 
welcome to join students for lunch and may sit with 
them either in the cafeteria as space allows or at the 
high top tables in the lobby area.   Thank you, as al-
ways, for your cooperation.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx

