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Junior Tennis Awards Banquet

Youth Tennis San Diego Named USTA 
 Organization Member of the Year

The 2016 Junior Player Council was pleased to present 
this year’s Junior Tennis Awards Banquet on April 17.  

The evening was quite groovy with a “70’s” 
theme. Awards were presented to many deserving tennis 
players for their 2015 achievements, including Players of 
the Year, Most Improved and many Sportsmanship awards.

Special thanks to Angel Lopez, USPTA Master Profes-
sional, for being our guest speaker, and thanks to the 
 Junior Player Council for putting together such a wonder-
ful event. Sam Hum served as Emcee, with support from 
Eva Hum and Lori Faierman, Adult Advisors.

For a complete list of award recipients visit the Facility 
page on our website, look for Events/Photo Gallery tab.

The USTA announced that Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) was 
recognized with the USTA Organization Member of the Year 
Award on March 14, 2016. The award is given annually to an 
organization that provides outstanding service to its members 
and to the local community. YTSD was honored at the USTA 

Annual Meeting and Conference, March 11-14 at the Omni La Costa Resort & Spa.
YTSD celebrated its 60th anniversary of serving the youth of San Diego County 

in 2012. And this year the organization celebrated 20 year of operation at its home 
base tennis facility, the Barnes Tennis Center. Since its formation in 1952, YTSD has 
conducted junior tournaments and hosted an annual junior awards banquet. Today, 
more than 700 kids play weekly in junior programs and more than 900 kids partici-
pate in junior tennis camps for eight weeks each summer. Kerry Blum is the Executive 
Director of YTSD.

“The work that the staff at YTSD has done over the years is just remarkable. They 
offer a variety of play opportunities for players of all ages and abilities,” said Kurt Kam-
perman, Chief Executive, Community Tennis, USTA. “It’s a model local tennis orga-
nization that focuses on community engagement through grass-roots programming.”

The USTA Annual Meeting and Conference brings together USTA leadership, na-
tional staff, nationals committee members and section volunteers and staff in pursuit 
of the USTA mission: to promote and develop the growth of tennis. Along with lead-
ership and committee meetings, the Annual Meeting provides educational opportu-
nities for all attendees to develop and enhance their personal and professional skills 
and learn new ways to promote the game of tennis.

(Ref: Press Release by Tom LaDue, Manager, Corporate Communications, USTA. March 14, 2016)

Congratulations Award Recipients!
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Many of you may have heard ru-
mors or statements regarding 
Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) 

and junior tennis in San Diego. YTSD is 
not making any changes or alterations to 
our mission, programs offered, tourna-
ments or any other items we have been 
providing for the past 60 years. YTSD is 
designated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization incorporated by the State of 
California in 1952. As a nonprofit com-
munity tennis association Youth Tennis 
San Diego assumes the responsibility of 
promoting and developing tennis oppor-
tunities for children through the ages of 
18 years throughout San Diego County.  
The mission of YTSD is to “promote the 
educational, physical and social devel-

opment of all youth through organized 
tennis and educational activities.”

The central location for our programs 
is the George E. Barnes Family Junior 
Tennis Center owned and operated by 
YTSD.  At the Barnes Tennis Center, chil-
dren locally, regionally and nationally 
participate in an array of educational, 
physical and social tennis programs de-
signed to help young people to lead ful-
filling, successful lives. Across San  Diego 
County, tennis is the tool we use to teach 
the more important lessons in life. 

Want to get more involved with  
Youth Tennis San Diego?
Parents—Have you wanted to be more in-
volved with your child’s tennis? Are you 

hanging out at tournaments and workout 
classes with idle time?  Here is a chance to 
help make a difference. YTSD, the non-
profit organization that owns and oper-
ates the Barnes Tennis Center is forming 
a new committee comprised of parents of 
San Diego junior players participating in 
Barnes Center programs, league play and 
tournaments. YTSD provides all levels of 
programs, leagues and tournaments at 
the Barnes Center and throughout the 
county. YTSD feels the input and support 
of parent volunteers is imperative to the 
success of junior tennis and the Barnes 
Tennis Center.  Please contact Kerry Blum 
through email (kblum@ytsd.org) if you 
would like more information about sit-
ting on this parent  committee. 

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD

Summer Camps
The Barnes Center is looking forward to another great season of 
junior summer camps!  

Some highlights include:

• The “Teen Tennis Zone” just for the older kids

• “Barnes Bucks” along with the “Barnes Store” for 
great  prizes!

• “Water day Fridays” featuring the slip-n-slide inflatable!

• Free Snow Cone Fridays!

• Souvenir camp T-shirt, water bottle and group photos

• Free tennis racquet if needed

Our camps are designed to accommodate all of your child’s 
tennis needs offering specific camps for all age and ability 
level, from recreational/beginner tennis to our proven world-
class High Performance camps. Recreation camps incorporate 
and promote a fun learning approach to tennis using the 
proven red, orange, green ball development pathway along 
with a “games approach” mentality that combines fun and 
basic fundamentals. Our professional coaches are experts in 
every tennis game imaginable! Full day Competitive and High 
Performance camps are crafted to challenge tournament play-
ers taking the student to the next level with drills, live point 
play along with singles and doubles match play competition 
and mental training.  

For more info please don’t hesitate to contact Jake Worseldine 
at 619-221-9000 or visit our website: www.barnestenniscenter.com.

BARNES CUP HEARTWARMING STORY

Ruby B.
“So, this happened today. Her first trophy. A few of you 
know the anguish that she’s been through to get here, 
about her paralyzing fear and anxiety about competition. 
But we changed coaches last October and he pulled her 
out of all tournaments and just worked on her “tools” 
and her mental toughness. Today, she got real, real brave. 

She used courage, 
tenacity, and per-
severance to over-
come her anxiety. 
I couldn’t be more 
happy and proud. 
This is the best 
Mother’s Day gift I 
could have gotten. 
Not the trophy, but 
what it represents. 
It is so very much 
more than one tour-
nament or one win. 
So much more.”

—Ruby’s Mom
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Eighth Annual Barnes Bash  
Hit-A-Thon 

The Barnes Bash on May 7th, highlighting After School Tennis and the Barnes 
Tennis Academy, encouraged nearly 200 San Diego juniors to learn about exer-
cise, healthy choices, and community spirit.  Proceeds from pledges, corporate 

sponsorships and donations benefit YTSD for junior programs, equipment, tourna-
ment scholarships, and financial assistance.  

Juniors from all over San Diego were welcomed on Stadium Court. They began 
rotating courts experiencing new drills and games then joined in to see if they could 
top their “In-A-Row” from last year before enjoying free lunch and open time on the 
inflatable slide. 

All junior participants received a commemorative Barnes Bash t-shirt. Medals were 
presented to top “In-A-Row” individuals in each division:  Red – Abisai Martinez 150 
hits, White – Matthew Cieske, 131 hits, and Blue – Nikita Marchinko and Michael Bell 
with a total of 1915 hits—in 45 minutes!

The top three pledge earners each received a session scholarship to One Barnes 
Tennis Academy Program or One week of Summer Camp!  

Thank you to our many volunteers who helped make this community event a day to 
remember, especially to our SDUSD-Adapted Physical Education Department friends.

Thank you sponsors! 

Barnes Bash Sponsors, 
your support is greatly 
appreciated:
San Diego Rotary
Hornblower Cruises & Events
SoCal Bounce
USTA Foundation
The Willette Family
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AST Programs Incorporate STEM

Each week juniors join us here at the Barnes Tennis Cen-
ter for a one hour tennis lesson, followed by 30 minutes 
of homework assistance in our Education Center. When 

children are finished with their work, they are invited to read 
one of the hundreds of books from our library. Now in addi-
tion to reading a book, children will be able to participate in a 
provided “hands on” building project.  

We are excited to partner with the USTA Foundation and 
pilot a new program incorporating STEM with After School 
Tennis. STEM- Science, Technology, Engineering and Math are 
intertwined in so many things we encounter in our everyday 
lives. Through “hands on” projects, this program allows stu-
dents to explore the world around them, engaging students to 
learn most effectively. STEM projects provided to our juniors 
include bridge building, marble runs, tower and boat building, 
number & card games, rockets and more!  

Our AST juniors are engaged, solving problems, thinking of 
strategies, and reflecting on their biggest challenges. They are 
given time in their day to be creative, work as a team, and have 

fun. YTSD is excited and honored to facilitate in this new jour-
ney of learning. 

Our programs will run through the summer months along 
with our AST Book Club.  Program is low cost—only $50 per 
six week session (Scholarship prices available to those who 
 qualify). For more information on our AST & Education Pro-
gram, please contact Lindsey Vosburgh at lvosburgh@ytsd.org.

AST Team Tennis

Above: Trophy Winners!!! AST Doubles  
Tournament, Feb. 6, 2016

Below: Group Photo –  
2016 Team Tennis Participants

March 5th, 2016 marked our Annual AST Team Tennis Event. Juniors throughout the 
community joined us at the Barnes Tennis Center for a day of cheering and tourna-
ment play. For most participants, this was their first ever tournament. Teams were 
grouped by age level, and juniors took turns participating in a variety of singles and 
doubles matches. Tournament was non elimination, round robin format. All first and 
second place winning teams earned a ribbon.  

Our AST Tournaments are designed to be a learning experience for new players. 
With the help of AST coaches and volunteers, we are able to help with score, encour-
age players from the sidelines, and celebrate positive sportsmanship. Hosting three AST 
tournaments each year, it is our goal that these events will be remembered in a positive 
light and give encouragement to our newest players to pursue more tournament play.  
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The Junior Aces Program for Ages 3-5 is based on the phi-
losophy of learning through movement. Our program 
emphasizes kinesthetic learning through multisensory 

experiences. By combining structured, academic learning and 
active play we build a foundation of academic and physical 
excellence in the young child. Our ideal teacher to child ratio 
allows for comprehensive problem solving in an environment 
that values individual social, emotional, cognitive and physical 
growth and builds a respectful, friendly community.

In the classroom, children explore, investigate, and create with 
a range of developmentally appropriate activities. We believe that 
all children learn differently and we provide opportunities for 
each child to learn through instruction, play, song, movement 
and practice. On the tennis court, children participate in the first 
lessons in tennis through drills, games and teamwork.

The Junior Aces Program fosters a love of learning while em-
phasizing the benefits of wholesome eating and physical fit-
ness, guiding children to making positive choices for an inquir-
ing, healthy, and active life. Reserve your child’s space today!

2016–2017 Class Times:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
 Program Year cost: $395/month
Tuesday, Thursday – 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
 Program Year cost: $265/month 

Program is month to month—no yearly commitment required. 
Please contact Lindsey Vosburgh at lvosburgh@ytsd.org for fur-
ther information.

Our Newest AST Site 

Tiffany Elementary  
in Chula Vista
Instructor – Rollan Enriquez 

Junior Aces 
Now Enrolling for the 2016–2017 Session 

ITF Professional Tim  Kpulun  
Provides Clinics for YTSD Juniors
Between his professional traveling schedules, Sahr Timothy 
Kpulun, a tennis player from Sierra Leone competing on the 
ATP international tennis tour volunteered his time with some 
of our San Diego juniors. Tim participated in junior clinics 
and provided “courtside chats” with the Barnes Academy High 
Performance players and with YTSD’s After School Tennis pro-
gram classes at the Urban Village. After an inspiring speech and 
fielding a barrage of questions, Tim worked out on court and 
challenged our juniors in point play and serve returns. It was a 
great opportunity and experience for our juniors!

“My favorite place on Earth is my Barnes Tennis Center” 
—Mateo, Junior Aces Student, age 4. 
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Left: Trevor Srioudom, Dr. Sheposh  Memorial Satellite, B12.  
Right: Elina Shalaev (L) and Claire Zhao (R), Dr. Sheposh Memorial 
Satellite, G12.

Barnes Tennis Academy program kids had 
a very successful Dr. Sheposh Memorial 
Satellite tournament April 1-3. The Girl’s 
12 singles final came down to a battle 
between Elina Shalaev and Claire Zhao, 
with Elina coming out the victor racking 
up a 7-6, 6-2 win. The Girl’s 10 division 
was won by Amy Pallencaoe over a tough 
opponent, Samantha Chung, 6-1, 6-1, 

and Trevor Srioudom made it to the Finals of the Boy’s 12 di-
vision. Congratulations to all participants, and another great 
showing for our High Performance juniors. Bravo!

More than sixty years ago, a top San  Diego junior 
reached the semi-finals of the Harper Ink Tournament. 
This was a big moment in his life, as he had hoped 

to win and have his picture permanently displayed. It didn’t 
happen, but this year that former junior player stepped for-
ward to sponsor the 82nd Harper Ink Tournament. Bob and 
Karen Bowden, of the Bowden Family Foundation, and their 
daughter, Heather, generously agreed to help make this pres-
tigious tournament extra special by becoming sponsors of the 
tournament! Heather presented the Bob Carrothers Sportsman-
ship Award to Ryan Seggerman. Take the time to look at this 
beautiful trophy, which hangs in the Sports Science room at 
the Barnes Tennis Center and note all the famous names on 
it. Ryan joins an illustrious group of San Diego junior players 
renowned for their good sportsmanship!

San Diego junior players are amazing in their abilities. If you 
look through the list of top 100 players in Southern California, 
this is what you will find. In Girls 10s, 18 out of 100; Girls 12s, 
15/100 with Winta Woldeab #1; Girls 14s, 18/100 with Britt 
Pursell #2; Girls 16s, 26/100 with Nicole Mossmer #1 (includ-
ing #2,3,4,6,8 from San Diego); Girls 18s, 13/100; Boys 10s, 
17/100; Boys 12s, 21/100; Boys 14s, 22/100 with Siem Woldeab 
#1; Boys 16s 17/100 and Boys 18s, 19/100 (including #2,4,7,9, 
and 10 from San Diego)! And that’s not even talking about 
 Taylor Fritz’s accomplishments this year!

—Submitted by Anne Podney

Bob Bowden, Siem Woldeab (Boys 16 finalist), Roman Shenkiryk 
(winner) and Heather Bowden

Bob and Heather Bowden with 2016 Bob Carrothers Sportsmanship 
winner Ryan Seggerman

Jake Worseldine
Tournament Director

Tournament Corner

Barnes Cups
Check out our calendar online or grab a flyer in the Pro Shop 
to register. We hold about one a month! Barnes Cups are de-
signed to start juniors off playing competitive tennis in a FUN, 
low stress environment. You must be able to serve and keep track 
of score. Sportsmanship, tournament etiquette, code of conduct, 
line-calling and scoring are addressed by the Tournament Direc-
tor prior to play. Medals/trophies are awarded to top finishers! 

The goal of our Barnes Cup “10 & under” and “8 & un-
der” tennis is so that smaller and younger players have a safe, 
friendly and fun place to learn how to compete and hone their 
skills. It can be a daunting task to start playing competitively 
in sanctioned USTA tournaments with umpires and the formal 
nature that surrounds it all. Barnes Cups exist to ease new play-
ers into match play tournaments with no pressure.  

Jake’s Pro Tip: 
When practicing your toss for serving,  
have the ball rest in your fingertips,  
don’t hold the ball in your palm, next try  
to “place” the ball in the air rather than  
throwing it . This will help you with a smoother 
ball toss and more consistent placement!
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Arnold Belinsky
1931–2016

Arnold Belinsky passed away on 
Sunday, April 24 after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s disease. Arnold 

settled in San Diego in 1953 after serving 
in the Navy at the Coronado Amphibi-
ous base. Arnold and his wife Esther 
were very successful furniture entrepre-
neurs in San Diego for 25 years.

Arnold and Esther were original  donors 
to the Youth Tennis San Diego  After 
School Tennis (AST) program in 1989 and 
their commitment to all programs and 
activities of YTSD and the Barnes Tennis 
Center has continued to this day. They 
held fundraisers at their home, and in 
2013 they sponsored the Belinsky Fam-
ily Playground at the Barnes Tennis Cen-
ter’s Booth Education Center.

Arnold and all his family loved ten-
nis. Each of his children has played at 
a high level and that has carried on to 
his grandchildren. One of the highlights 
of Arnold’s life was playing in the USTA 
Super Senior National Father/Son tour-
nament in 2001. He played with his son 
Larry and after grueling play—they won 
a hard fought match 7-6, 6-3 to win a 
Bronze Ball. After getting the hang of 
it—Arnold went on to win 2 Silver Balls 
with his daughter Sheila.

Arnold and Esther have taken plea-
sure in helping YTSD players who live in 
challenged neighborhoods. They visited 
school sites and play days, and seemed 
to get such joy in seeing the smiles on 
the children’s faces.  

Arnold served on the YTSD Founda-
tion Board for many years, and his son 
Larry carries on that role now. We at 
YTSD have been lucky to have Arnold 
and Esther involved with our organiza-
tion—they have given so much to our 
players and have taught great lessons 
along the way. We will miss Arnold—but 

look forward to 
seeing Esther con-
tinuing to cheer 
for our AST kids.

Esther and Arnold 
Belinsky

San Diego Aviators Tennis
Omni La Costa Resort and Spa
July 31 – August 8
5 Home matches
Featuring former World #4 James Blake
To purchase tickets visit www .sandiegoaviators .com

On Saturday, May 7th Doctors and staff from Sharp Rees Stealy Medical 
Group met at the center for a fun day of tennis . The clouds held off and 
the group got three hours of terrific tennis in! Thank you to all of the par-
ticipants . Together they raised over $1000 towards scholarships for the 
Homer Peabody Holiday Junior Open held at the Barnes Tennis Center . 
Jamie Saben headed the group and Betty Peabody visited to see them 
continue her husband’s legacy .

Youth Tennis San Diego Provides College 
Scholarships, Grants and Financial Assistance 

Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) has been pre-
senting college scholarship awards to deserving 
high school seniors since the early 1970’s. This 
year, thanks to the continued generosity of our 
donors $1,500 was awarded. Congratulations 
to the outstanding 2016 recipients: Michael 
Bell, Gillian Parker, and Tasia Mochernak.

In the first funding period for 2016, YTSD Grant and Financial Assistance Commit-
tee awarded over $5,000 to juniors participating in tennis programs and tournaments 
throughout San Diego County. 

In addition to the community funding, $6,000 in scholarships for summer camps 
were awarded to outstanding After School Tennis participants. 

The Grant and Financial Assistance Committee meet twice a year, once in April 
and again in August, to review all applications. Only requests submitted on the of-
ficial grant/financial assistance application are considered for funding. Applications 
are available on our website www.barnestenniscenter.com under “YTSD, Financial 
Assistance” or in the Pro Shop at the Barnes Tennis Center. 



Calendar of Events
May
7 Barnes Bash Hit-A-Thon
8 Barnes Cup
8 Happy Mother’s Day
14-15, 21-22 Esmé Pearson 

Tournament
30 Happy Memorial  Day!

June
11-12 YTSD Spring Novice
13 Summer Camp starts!
14 Flag Day
19 Happy Father’s Day
24-26 YTSD Summer Satellite

Youth Tennis San Diego
Barnes Tennis Center
4490 West Point Loma Boulevard
San Diego, CA 92107

E-mail address: info@ytsd .org
Website: www .barnestenniscenter .com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission:
Youth Tennis San Diego is a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to promote 
the educational, physical and social  
development of all youth through orga-
nized  tennis and educational activities .

Nonprofit Org.
U .S . Postage 
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San Diego, CA 
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July
4 Happy Independence Day
5-8 43rd Annual Wilbur Folsom
15-17 Angel Lopez Satellite
24 Barnes Cup
25-28 Mylan World TeamTennis

August
5-14 Girls 16s & 18s National 

Championships
19-21 32nd Annual San Diego 

Doubles Open
26-28 Syril Press Memorial 

Satellite

September
2-5 Jim Buck Tournament
5 Labor Day
24 MatchPoint Ball:  

“Rendezvous in Rio”
24-25 YTSD Fall Classic Novice

Thank You!
A special thank you to 
YTSD Board Member 
Jason Evans for host-
ing a BBQ with friends 
to raise funds for Youth 
Tennis San Diego . 

By holding his own 
event, Jason is helping spread the 
word about YTSD while enjoying a 
fun evening and donating proceeds 
collected by friends .

          Save  
the Date!

Saturday, September 24
Fairbanks Ranch Country Club

MATCHPOINT BALL 2016

“Rendezvous in Rio”
Celebrate YTSD as  

USTA Member Organization  
of the Year
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