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Looking Back on 2015, and Forward to 2016!

A
s we celebrate all the wonderful people and events that filled our lives in 2015, 
we look forward to what the future will bring in 2016 . Best wishes to all our 
friends and supporters as we head into the New Year . 

Thank you to our YTSD Board and YTSD Foundation Board—we are looking forward  
to a great 2016!

Congratulations on your engagement,  
Jake Worseldine and Leslee Baker, 
 November 2015

Bodhi, born March 2015 to our  
AST Coordinator Lindsey Vosburgh

Connor, born November 2015 to our  
Front Office Manager Jenni Myers 



2

As another year has come to an end and we start the new 
one, it is a time to reflect and be thankful for everything 
that is good, and for those who have helped contribute 

to making the world a better place for our children. 
We think of you who gave generously of your time when 

you volunteered in our programs, our library, tournaments, 
special events, on court, and most recently, our fabulous Gala. 
You gave us balls, racquets, and clothing for our After School 
Tennis program. You gave us books, magazines, and comput-
ers for our library and learning center. You gave us delicious 
cakes and breads for our leagues and special events. You gave us 
weights and workout equipment for our Barnes Academy. You 
helped provide lunches, beverages and t-shirts for our tourna-
ments and league play. You gave fabulous auction items for 
our Match Point Ball. You gave us your services; accounting, 
legal, printing, mentoring, photography, and music. You gave 
us financial support; you became part of our “Annual Giving” 
program, you bought a brick, sponsored a tournament, gave 
us your old vehicle, sponsored a child in After School Tennis, 
and provided program, camp and college scholarships. You at-
tended our Gala. You helped us get the message out that with 
Youth Tennis San Diego kids are the priority. Most of all, in this 
time of uncertainty, you gave us your trust that we would use 
your resources wisely. 

Thanks to your tremendous support, these were just a few 
of our 2015 highlights
•	 After	School	Tennis	participants	were	delighted	to	hold	their	

Field Day and 4 other special events at the Barnes Center. 
There are hundreds of participants each session with 93% of 
the kids on scholarship. 

•	 Barnes	Center	expands	the	lobby	for	social	and	educational	
entertainment. Equipped with tables & chairs, sofas, wide-
screen TV and wi-fi access throughout. 

•	 Over	20	Novice,	Satellite	and	Open	tournaments	were	host-
ed at the Barnes Tennis Center.

•	 80	 new	 juniors	 participated	 in	 Barnes	 Cup	 introductory	
tournaments.

•	 12	new	Barnes	teams	participated	in	USTA	JTT.
•	 Junior	Aces	 Tennis	&	 Education	 program	 for	 preschoolers	
expands	to	five	days	a	week.	

•	 After	School	Tennis	&	Education	program	grew	by	4	elemen-
tary	schools	and	2	middle	schools.

•	 Hosted	 boys	 and	 girls	 CIF	 Championships	 at	 the	 Barnes	
Center.

•	 The	Barnes	Tennis	Center	provided	free	field	trips	for	4	ele
mentary schools to the tennis center for a full day of on 
court activities.

•	 YTSD	included	Military	Families	in	the	Barnes	Bash.	
•	 Hosted	500	of	the	Nation’s	best	girls	16	&	18	year	olds	at	
the	Barnes	Center	for	the	USTA	Girls’	16s	&	18s	National	
Championships.

•	 200	tickets	were	provided	to	juniors	to	watch	the	San	Diego	
Aviators matches. 

•	 This	summer	16	teams	from	cities	across	the	country	joined	
us at the Barnes Center to participate in World TeamTennis 
hosted	by	Billie	Jean	King	and	YTSD.

•	 Barnes	Tennis	Center	programs	greatly	 increased	creating	a	
full pathway of programs from beginner to elite level of play. 

•	 Hundreds	of	children	came	out	to	the	Barnes	Tennis	Cen-
ter to participate in summer camps. A competitive full day 
camp for intermediate and competitive players was added.  

•	 Youth	Tennis	San	Diego	is	awarded	the	USTA	Organization	
Member of the Year Award.

Once again, as we reflect on all that is good:
•	 We	think	of	our	Board	members	and	appreciate	their	dedica-

tion to our mission, their leadership and financial support. 
We thank them for the doors they have opened for us and 
their willingness to work with staff to accomplish our orga-
nization’s	goals.

•	 We	think	of	the	United	States	Tennis	Association,	the	South-
ern California Tennis Association and the San Diego District 
Tennis Association and the support they give to us.

•	 We	think	of	our	community	partners	and	the	numerous	vol-
unteers who help make our organization successful.

•	 We	think	of	our	staff	and	thank	each	of	them	for	the	sup-
port they give and their dedication to our organization. The 
awesome task of running Youth Tennis San Diego and the 
Barnes Center can only be accomplished by a team effort. 
AND

•	 We	think	of	all	of	you—the	special	people	who,	with	your	
gift of time, money, leadership, services, goods, and love 
make it possible to fulfill our mission and reach out to all 
our children. 
We	think	of	all	that	is	good,	and	we	are	very	thankful.	2015	

enriched	 our	 friendships	 and	 expanded	 our	 organizational	
	horizons.	We	look	forward	to	what	2016	may	bring.

Happy New Year!!! 

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD



3

Looking Ahead to 2016
Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) not only 
hosts	20	novice,	satellite	and	Open	tour-
naments at the Barnes Tennis Center, but 
also coordinates all San Diego tourna-
ments. This year, many new tournaments 
are	offered	around	the	county.	If	you	are	
a	beginning	tournament	player,	it’s	good	

to try playing in a novice tournament (level 7). These are Round 
Robin	format	and	all	play	takes	place	on	one	day.	New	novice	
tournaments are being offered in Mira Mesa, Coronado, Singing 
Hills,	and	ECCTA	(Helix	High	School).
Satellite	tournaments	(level	6)	are	singleelimination	tourna-

ments with restrictions on who can enter them. They are de-
signed for the beginning competitive player. Four new satellite 
tournaments are being offered. There is now only one ranking 
system;	level	6	players	receive	small	amounts	of	ranking	points,	
which	are	based	on	the	tournament’s	 level	and	the	round	the	
player reaches. For further information on ranking points, go to 
scta.usta.com/juniors.
Three	levels	of	Open	tournaments	exist:	Level	3	showcase	the	

toughest	players	and	earn	the	most	points	for	the	players—the	
Harper	Ink	and	the	Esme	Pearson	are	the	only	level	3	San	Diego	
tournaments; level 4 tournaments are designed for the strong 
Open	player;	and	Level	5	are	for	the	average	Open	tournament	
player.	 Naturally,	 there	 is	much	 crossover	 of	 players	 between	
level	3,	4	and	5	tournaments.	Three	new	open	tournaments	join	
this	2016	lineup.
The	 Junior	 Competition	 Committee	 strongly	 encourages	

players	 to	consider	which	event	may	help	maximize	 their	de-
velopment	and	ranking	points.	Level	2	and	3	ranking	points	are	

not achieved unless a player wins at least one match and reaches 
the	round	of	32.	If	points	are	important	to	you,	your	time	(and	
money)	might	be	better	spent	entering	a	level	4	or	5	tournament	
offered on the same weekend. While there is no overlap of level 
3,	4	and	5	tournaments	in	San	Diego,	on	most	weekends	there	
will	also	be	a	level	6	and	level	7	tournament.	We	encourage	play-
ers to play in an appropriate level tournament. 
In	all,	there	are	11	new	tournaments	being	offered	in	San	Di-

ego	County	in	2016.	Because	of	this,	players	need	to	be	especially	
aware of the rule that “players may not enter two tournaments 
with overlapping dates without prior permission of both tour-
nament	directors.”	Nothing	is	more	frustrating	to	tournament	
directors than for them to post their draws and find that players 
withdraw because they like their draw in another tournament 
better.	I	am	firm	on	enforcing	this	rule,	which	can	result	in	five	
penalty points and the subtraction of all points earned in both 
tournaments. Many parents email me about rule violators.
El	Nino	is	expected	to	bring	lots	of	wet	weather	to	San	Diego	

this	winter.	Let’s	hope	it	rains	only	during	the	week	and	dries	up	
for	weekend	 tournaments!	You	 should	 expect	 rain	delays	 and	
problems, however. Always check the tournament homepage for 
weather updates before leaving home. Be prepared to be avail-
able	to	play	all	days	of	a	tournament	in	case	major	rescheduling	
is necessary. 
We	finished	our	2015	Open	tournament	season	at	the	Barnes	

Center	with	the	Thanksgiving	Vacation	Open	Tournament	and	
the	Homer	Peabody	Holiday	Open.	A	big	thank	you	goes	to	the	
Raj	Talluri	family	who	sponsored	the	Thanksgiving	Open.	Their	
generosity is much appreciated! Betty Peabody was able to once 
again come and present trophies at the tournament in Decem-
ber named in honor of her husband, who was so instrumental in 
getting the Barnes Tennis Center built. Thank you, Betty!

Tournament Director’s Report By Anne Podney

At the Homer Peabody Holiday Open, Boys 12 singles winners: 
Maxim Pogorelov, Betty Peabody, Rohan Murali, Anne Podney

At the Thanksgiving Open, Boys 16 Doubles winners:  
Alfonso Blancafort-Corona, Jesus Osuna-Yajimovich, Raj Talluri,  
Matthew Sah and Eshan Talluri
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Thank You, Zach!

2015 CIF Winners

Doubles, Left to right: Megan Tran, Michelle Hao (finalists, 
 Torrey Pines), Tasia Mochernak, Agostina Waisfeld (TP also) 
def. Tran Hao 6-3, 6-0

Just In Time for Your 
New Year’s Resolution!
Our New 2016 
Adult Program 
Schedule 
CHECk oUT oUR NEW ADULT 
PRogRAM SCHEDULE! YoU  
CAN EASILY ACCESS IT AT:  
www .barnestenniscenter .com  
(The Facility/Adult Programs) . 

We are offering many classes 
during the week from newbie 
clinics to advanced, and our 
popular cardio classes are also 
a big hit . 

Contact Jake for any questions! 
(619) 221-9000 x 111 .

2015 CIF girls winner 
Jennifer Kerr (San Dieguito 
Academy) defeated 
Paulina Ferarri (La Jolla 
Country Day) 6-1, 6-1

Youth	Tennis	San	Diego	kindly	thanks	Zach	Delson	for	his	generous	After	School	Tennis	(AST)	donation.	Zach,	a	junior	tennis	
player,	reached	out	to	his	community	tennis	friends	and	family,	and	helped	collect	tennis	equipment	and	raise	$310,	all	of	
which will be used for our AST Program. Zach presented his donation at our annual AST Singles Tournament on Saturday, 

December	19th.	It	was	a	great	opportunity	for	our	juniors	to	see	that	anyone	can	make	a	difference.		

Zach Delson, center, with AST participants. 
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Super heroes, witches and goblins ruled the courts this 
Halloween	 at	 the	 Barnes	 Tennis	 Center.	More	 than	 60	
	juniors	joined	us	for	our	annual	After	School	Tennis	Half	

Day Camp. Participants of the event spent the morning rotat-
ing	courts	playing	a	variety	of	tennis	drills	and	games.	Kids	and	
coaches dressed in costume and each court had the opportu-
nity to “trick or treat”. A round robin tournament was set up 
for the older, more competitive participants and winners from 
each	age	divisions	were	awarded	a	treat	filled	Halloween	goblet.	
Our	day	concluded	with	face	painting	and	a	“hit	for	prizes”	(all	
of	which	was	donated	by	Albertsons	and	the	USTA).	The	Hallo
ween themed tennis day made for lots of fun and laughter on 
the tennis courts. YTSD kindly thanks our friends for the dona-
tions	of	Halloween	goodies,	as	well	as	our	wonderful	coaches	
and volunteers who helped make the day a huge success.  

For more information on our After School Tennis Program 
please	contact	Lindsey	Vosburgh,	After	School	Tennis	Coordi-
nator at lvosburgh@ytsd.org. Kids as young as 3 years old joined us for the fun!

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS, especially San Diego State.
THANK YOU EMILY VASTOLA 
for your face painting skills! 

Tennis, Tennis
Poem written by AST  
Student, grace, age 7

Terrific

Everything is fun

No one gets hurt

No one is sad

I love tennis!

So many friends

Welcome Lewis Middle School
A warm welcome to our newest AST Site: Program taught by  
PE teacher Patti McCormick, and AST instructor Santiago Jaquez

After School Tennis Halloween Fun
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USTA Junior Team Tennis

What a great season, two Barnes teams have secured the 
top spot and are heading to sectionals in Palm Springs 
in	January!	Nine	teams	from	Barnes	fought	strong	this	

fall	and	what	a	fantastic	job	they	all	did.	We	still	have	a	couple	
more teams vying for first place, so a massive thank you to our 
amazing pros and parents and especially the kids for a very 
successful	JTT	experience.	If	you	are	interested	in	having	your	
child compete for one of our successful Barnes teams in the 
spring,	don’t	hesitate	 to	contact	 Jake	or	Anthony	at	 the	 ten-
nis center!

“BARNES BASHERS” 12 & U NOVICE TEAM   
Left to Right: Coach Michelle, Evan Upatham, Natalie Vitkouski, 
Ryan Stone, Brooke Beck, Skylar Hilmer.

ADVANCED BLASTERS  Left to Right: Tejasvi Palakodeti,  
Adrian Cousin, Eddie Hastings,  Nelson Alapi, Coach Anthony Shirley, 
Tatum Buffington, Elina Shalaev, Irene Torres

Welcome Program Director 
Jake Worseldine
“San Diego has always been my happy place . While I was play-
ing college tennis in Arizona, our team visited San Diego quite 
a few times and I fell in love and swore someday I would live 
here! Life ended up taking me the complete opposite way to 
Newport, RI to work at the International Tennis Hall of Fame . 
Basically, after 10 years of cold weather and snow my brother 
and I packed up and drove to sunny San Diego! Dream come 
true! I was hired in 2012 because the Director at the time 
shared my passion for the history of tennis and I fell in love 
with Youth Tennis San Diego! Now I get to teach tennis in the 
sun year round, be around junior tennis and give back all the 
knowledge on the tennis court and in life that I was fortunate 
to learn from my incredible mentors growing up .”   
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Hi	Kerry,

Larry	and	I	want	you	and	your	team	to	know	how	proud	we	are	of	Youth	Tennis	San		Diego.	
YTSD	has	a	history	of	being	a	leader	in	its	ability	to	execute	its	mission	and	to	sustain	the	
 devotion and commitment of its staff and volunteer teams over the years...an  accomplishment 
that very few organizations have achieved.

What	makes	YTSD	stand	#1	in	this	leadership	position	is	the:
•	 recognition	of	the	critical	importance	of	seeking,	acquiring,	and	dissecting	the	knowledge	

and strategies that will best serve the needs of the children in our community…keeping the 
mission alive, action based and thriving.

•	 history	of	incredible	volunteers	who	have	stepped	forward	in	the	last	60	years	to	support	
and	execute	the	mission.	YTSD’s	recognition	of	those	historic	 leaders	AND	the	commit-
ment to continually build a vital core of volunteers who will move the mission forward.

•	 past	and	present	talented	and	extraordinary	staff	who	have	recognized	the	importance	of	
staff/volunteer teamwork. They are “at the heart” of insuring that our clients, the children, 
are provided the very best of educational and physical development and social inter action 
opportunities at the Barnes Tennis Center and in our outreach programs across our county.

•	 creation/development	 and	 cutting	 edge	 tennis	 and	 educational	 programs	 at	 the	Barnes	
Tennis	Center	conducted	by	an	exceptional	staff	of	caring,	talented	and	inno	vative	instruc-
tors who teach children first and tennis second.

•	 understanding	that	YTSD	is	not	an	“island”	and	that	we	must	appropriately	partner	and	
interact with our community in order to achieve our goals.

Kerry,	thank	you	for	your	leadership!	Well	done!	Gather	around,	you	the	best	of	the	best…the	
people who share our vision and commitment to our mission.  

Remember that although we may be out of sight, you and YTSD are not out of mind.

Please share our congratulations on a successful year of accomplishing our YTSD mission 
with our Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers.

Katherine	D.	Willette	
YTSD Board Past President

Letter of Appreciation

Juniors in Action

The	members	of	Junior	Player	Council	this	year	are	Sam	Hum,	Jack	Hogan,	Riley	Vickers,	Alec	Manriquez,	Matthew	Moses,	
Cameron	Mofid,	Jennifer	Kerr,	Will	Molenkamp,	Chloe	Kuo,	Alex	Kuo,	Alexa	Meyer,	Reina	Chu,	and	Vansh	Vermani.	I	am	
the	President	again	this	year,	Jack	Hogan	is	serving	as	the	Vice	President	and	Alec	Manriquez	is	serving	as	the	Recording	

Secretary.	At	the	first	meeting	in	November	we	packed	bags	of	food	and	supplies	for	the	homeless.	At	our	next	meeting	we	are	
collecting gently used clothes and blankets to donate to families in need. At the same meeting we will discuss further volunteer 
opportunities	and	possible	themes	for	the	Junior	Awards	Banquet.	Cameron	has	been	helping	out	at	tournaments	and	I	helped	out	
at	the	After	School	Tennis	Program	carnival	on	Halloween,	which	was	a	lot	of	fun.			—Sam Hum, JPC President 2015–16 



Calendar of Events
January
1  Happy New Year!
8-10  SCTA Sectionals
16  owenita & John Sanderlin 

Novice Tournament
18  Martin Luther king Day
30  High School WTT

February
2  groundhog Day
6-7, 13-14  67th Annual  

San Diego Metropolitan 
6  AST Doubles Tournament
14  Happy Valentine’s Day!
15  President’s Day
28  Barnes Cup

Youth Tennis San Diego
Barnes Tennis Center
4490 West Point Loma Boulevard
San Diego, CA 92107

E-mail address: info@ytsd .org
Website: www .barnestenniscenter .com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission:
Youth Tennis San Diego is a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to promote 
the educational, physical and social  
development of all youth through orga-
nized  tennis and educational activities .
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March
5  AST WTT
13  Barnes Cup
13  Daylight Saving Time begins
17  Happy St . Patrick’s Day!
18-20, 26-27  82nd Annual 

Harper Ink open
27  Happy Easter!

April
1-3  Dr . John Sheposh Satellite
9-10, 16-17  45th Annual 

Maureen Connolly open
15  Tax Day
30  YTSD College Scholarship 

Application Deadline

Reminder: 
The Next Financial Assistance and 
College Scholarship  Application 
Deadline is April 30, 2016

YTSD financial assistance provides 
for the needs of youth within our com-
munity . The assistance can apply to all 
YTSD programs, including camps and 
programs . YTSD makes every effort 
to ensure that no person, especially 
youth, will be denied access to pro-
grams because of financial hardship. 
our Financial Assistance Program is 
supported by contributions to our orga-
nization’s financial assistance/schol-
arship fund .

Need for financial assistance is as-
sessed on an annual basis . You may be 
asked to re-apply every six months .

The College Scholarship application 
is open to all graduating high school se-
niors who reside in San Diego  County . 
Applications for both are available on 
our website .


