
The year began with the “There’s No
Place Like the Library” adult winter
reading program, followed by the 28th
annual Academy Award Shorts film
series. More than 11,000 youth
participated in the new Baby
Bookworms program for children ages 2
and younger, the Summer Reading Club
and the Teens Read program – a new
record! “What page are YOU on?”
became the question in October as The
Maltese Falcon was read, viewed and
discussed as part of the seventh Big
Read Wichita program.
Activities extended beyond these
popular programs into other areas of
lifelong learning. Registration sessions
for the Affordable Care Act were offered
in partnership with Hunter Health Clinic.
Monthly small business workshops were
offered through a partnership with
SCORE. A series of informational
sessions relating to commonly faced
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This has been a banner
year for the FWPL. New
and continuing members
have vitalized our work in
advocacy, membership,
development and used
book sales. 
Advocacy: This role
dominated the year as we
campaigned for the new

Central Library with our presence at
meetings of the City Council, District
Advisory Boards and community
involvement meetings. We further
promoted library awareness through
media spots, “Support Your Library”
license plates and social media presence.
An increase of newsletters to four a year
and the email blasts have kept the

Judith Simon
FWPL President

legal situations was made possible
through a partnership with Kansas
Legal Services. And working with the
City’s Office of Citizen Engagement,
public computing services in
neighborhood resources centers were
expanded to include access to the
Library’s wealth of online collections.
Throughout the year,
work continued on
designs for a new
Central Library that will
serve as an advanced
learning center for the
diverse learning needs
of area residents.
While many people know much about
the Library’s programs and services,
few realize how deeply the Library
reaches into the community. Through
September, 128 agencies had received
Library programs or special services.
This did not include thousands of

2014 Wrap
Friends of the Library membership
informed and involved. 
Used Book Sales: We not only had our
Spring and Fall used book sales but
also had a fun and profitable sale on
the Central Library outdoor plaza
during Riverfest. Revenue from these
sales and the used book store allowed
us to once again donate funds to the
Big Read Opening event, preschool
reading program and volunteer
luncheon. We also contributed to the
Library Aware Community Award
acknowledgement at Riverfest.
Membership: The Friends of the
Wichita Public Library now number
1288. Efforts to increase our number
this year included the development of a
new brochure and outreach to
community organizations. 

Fall 2014

Among Friends
Board Development: We provided
further structure for the board with
updated bylaws and term limits.
We received the Friends of Kansas
Libraries group award for 2013
achievements. Our accomplishments
this year continued those endeavors.
The stage is set. Watch for good
things to come in 2014.
It has been a privilege to serve as
President of the Friends of the
Wichita Public Library during the past
two years. I’ve never ceased to be
amazed at the volunteer efforts of the
membership. We are a force that
enhances the Wichita Public Library
services and contributes to the
community’s quality of life. Thanks
and congratulations to to each of you. 

people who learned about the Library
through community events such as the
River Festival, Blacktop Nationals or
Senior Expo.
As visibility about Library programs and
services grows, so does the special
recognition received for these initiatives.

In 2014, the Maya
Angelou Northeast
branch received the
Storytime Village Literacy
Legacy Community
Impact Award. Our library
was also designated as a
2014 Top Innovator by
the Urban Libraries

Council for our work in community
engagement and as the recipient of the
2014 LibraryAware Community Award.
We appreciate the employees,
volunteers and partner organizations
who helped to make the services
recognized by these awards possible.

2014 has been a year of achievement for the Library 

...few realize how deeply 
the Library reaches 
into the community.
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Researchers want information. Some want
a specific piece of information; others a
starting point and still others, a browsing
area. Information Service at the Wichita
Public Library includes Reference Services
and Technology Training. Tyler Williams
leads Reference Services which includes
general reference, business and
technology, music, art and videos,
genealogy and local history. Cindy Bailey
heads Technology Training. 
Patrons increasingly want up-to-date help
with technology and Technology Training
offers classes including Facebook, Word, Email Basics, Photo
Editing, PowerPoint, Online Resources and Databases and
Pinterest. Book Page, a monthly available at your library, lists
scheduled classes on its back page. Book a Librarian offers
individual instruction for smart phone, applications, data bases and
more. 
In the reference world, print does not compete with technology;
technology complements print. 
Want to know about World War I? Start with World Book
Encyclopedia. Narrow the search to the United States’ role in the
war. Go to Reader’s Guide to Periodicals and find an article about

on creating knitted items by using leftover yarn, the group
expanded its activity to include teaching, programs and display
of items. 
Star Wars Reads Day features a reader’s theater for teens and
adults. Readings are taken from William Shakespeare’s Star
Wars. In this popular six book series, Ian Doescher retells
George Lucas’ Stars War in the style of Shakespeare. 
Flip for Books, a pancake feed, celebrated Teen Read Week.
Lena Vogt, children and teen librarian, talked about realistic
fiction, fiction with characters the reader could know. 
A monthly book club reads mysteries. The Maltese Falcon by
Dashiel Hammett, the Big Read book, was the October
selection. Four meetings rather than the usual one let the group
read more critically and discuss more completely. Jean Hatfield,
librarian, led the discussions. 
Modern in architecture and technology and traditional with
books and reader, the Alford branch works to provide
programming and create community in southwest Wichita. 

In 2003 the Lionel D. Alford branch library was built at 3447
South Meridian replacing two neighborhood libraries. Modern
architecture with aeronautical features is extended into the
interior with light-filled space, contemporary colors, and
comfortable furniture. Jean Hatfield, branch manager since
2006, works with nine staff members and five volunteers. 
Staffed by four full time and five part time employees, the branch
serves its patrons in several ways. Check out is convenient and
fast with a self-check station. Online services are available for
job searching, employee required skill tests, and resume
preparation. With WiFi available and increased demand for
social media, the computers are used to check email, look at
Craig’s List, post on Facebook and Pinterest. Also used for
reading the newspaper and online research, the computers are
usually busy.
For Jean, interacting with patrons, staying current with books
and matching books with readers are the favorite parts of her
position. As a child she went to the library every Monday night
with her mother. She chose books “full of people,” strong,
independent individuals, adventurous and creative ones,
intrigued by their story. Specializing in juvenile and young adult
literature, she has maintained that interest as an administrator. 
Posters and programs reveal the personality of the library, a
place of books, of energy, creativity and imagination. 
Fans of Downton Abbey can find a list of “read-alikes,” including
the T.J. Brown books, Summerset Abbey, A Bloom in Winter
and Spring Awakening. 
Common Thread, a community group of women who knit,
embroidery, quilt and crochet, meets weekly. Originally focusing The Lionel D. Alford branch library has modern artchitecture

and aeronautical features.

trench warfare and then go online to Old
Magazine Articles to read the 1917
Collier’s article.
Periodicals unique to the area are on each
floor. General and popular magazines are
located in the main floor reference area.
Special interest magazines for the family,
hobbyist and sports enthusiast can be
checked out. Look for Dog Fancy, Sky and
Telescope, Reptiles, Climbing,
Archaeology Review, and Tropical Fish.

Interested in all-things literary? Literary
Reference Center is available through

EBSCO. The world of databases will open to you through this
information service available through the State Library of Kansas.
Ask the reference desk about a Kansas Library Card, free to
residents. 
Browse through a specialized dictionary, handbook, encyclopedia,
directory or database. Located in the reference section or on the
shelf, these are a fast way to get basic information: a definition,
date, location, concise description, perhaps a photograph or a
speech. 
Basic or in-depth research, print or technology, Information
Services and its trained staff work to answer your needs. 

The Alford Branch Library – a place of books, of energy, creativity and imagination 

Tyler Williams leads
Reference Services.

Cindy Bailey heads
Technology Training. 

The Pull of Technology and the Tug of Print



Friends of the Wichita Public Library • Fall 2014 3

Is it the search? 
Is it the discovery?  Is it the serendipitous find?  Is it
bringing a booklist?  Is it a quest book?  Is it a casual
interest turned to a must have?   Why did people come
to the Fall Friends of the Library Book Sale?  
The simple answer is they came to buy and buy they
did.  The Friends raised over $5,500 at the September
sale.  The McConnell Air Force Base Leadership Class
and the USD 259 Junior ROTC groups from Mead
Middle School and East High School helped set up
and take down.  Bringing boxes of books from the
library basement to the third floor was done efficiently
and quickly.  Volunteers kept the tables stocked and
made trips to the basement to fill requests or gaps.  
The Bag Sale on Saturday brought a variety of shapes
and sizes of bags that were filled to the top.  Every day
of the five day sale, buyers left with a smile on their face,
eager to get home and start reading.   Children’s books
were the top sellers, followed by paperbacks and fiction.
Watch the newsletter for information about the spring
sale in March.

BOOKSALE for Book Lovers
Sarah and Bruce Cooper, book lovers on a
mission, attended their first Friends of the
Library sale at the River Festival.  When they
saw the fall sale listed on Go Wichita, they
came, not one day but two days and left with
two boxes of books.  Sarah reads cookbooks
like novels; she read three books about tea
overnight and returned for more books.  Her
quest book is the first Martha Stewart
cookbook.  Bruce buys adventure and mystery;
according to Sarah, he will buy anything “that
has a dagger dripping blood on its cover.”
David Baldacci and Vince Flynn are favorites.
To say they live a book-filled life is not an
exaggeration. They buy, read and then donate
the books back to the library.  They bought their
home across the street from the library; when
they travel, they visit small town libraries to
browse For Sale book carts.  They never buy a
new book, believing the library is for new
books.  

In the bookstore
A selection of Christmas books: fiction, crafts,
inspirational, adult and children is now available as you
prepare for the holidays.
To reduce an overstock of books, beginning in
December, the bookstore will feature a category.
Selected books will be available in the bookstore during
regular hours for a week, the second week of the
month.  
December -Think New Year Resolutions, books

chosen from Family and Health                      
• Books about pregnancy; “what to expect” from

toddlers to teens; works by experts, Dr. Spock, Dr.
James Dobson and others. 

• Diet books- the 2 day, 7 day jump start, the 17 day
or the 30 day diet?  Dr. Phil, Suzanne Somers, the
Atkins or the South Beach?  The fat flush, low carb
or 50 ways to lose ten pounds?

• Healing, Herbs, Exercise and Alternative Medicine 
January - vintage books-artists of collage, altered

books and paper cutting may be interested in these
offerings.

February - travel
Check Facebook and look for email blasts with more
details.

Sarah and
Bruce Cooper
searching for
treasures

Volunteer Opportunity
Book Store: Morning or afternoon shift to run
book store; includes helping customers find
books and being sales clerk.
Stocker: Flexible schedule for stocking shelves
in book store; includes selecting and moving
books into storage area.
Special events: Book sales and one day
events
Contact Judy Burgess (jlb6468@sbcglobal.net
or 785-263-3160) if you would like to volunteer
in one of these areas.



4

What would you do if you bought Don’t
Stop the Carnival by Herman Wouk at
the 2013 Spring Book Sale? Unfamiliar
with the author, you read and like the
book. Then you discover The Caine
Mutiny,Wouk’s 1952 Pulitzer Prize
winner. If you are Sue, a Friends’
member, you find the Pulitzer Prize list
and you start reading.
The Prize, not awarded every year, was
first given in 1917. Sue started with the
1918 winner His Family by Ernest Poole,
followed by The Magnificent
Ambersons (1919) and Alice Adams
(1922) by Booth Tarkington; The Age of
Innocence by Edith Wharton (1921) and
One of Ours (1923) by Willa Cather. She
checks the books out of the library and
skips those she cannot find, for example,
The Able McLaughlins by Margaret
Wilson (1924) and Years of Grace by
Margaret Ayer Barnes (1931). 
The books from 1900 through the 1930
and their stories of the acquisition of
wealth, social climbing, changing family
dynamics and the search for happiness
are her favorites. She is reading upward
through the list, sometimes jumping
around, encountering familiar authors and

sometimes reading
in blocks. She has
read fifty of the
eighty seven books
on the list including
the block from
1998 to 2014. 
Reading some
authors, including
Ernest Hemingway,
Allen Drury, John
Updike and Willa
Cather, has led her
to more of their

works. She learns from most books,
thinking further about an issue or event.
Some give her an occasional chuckle and
some books, for her, are a waste of time.

Asked to recommend
a few books, she choseThe Road by
Cormac McCarthy (2007); Scarlet
Sister Mary (1929) by Julia Peterkin and
Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth
Strout(2009). 
Fixated on getting through the list, she
won’t speculate on the next list, but there
will be one. 

A Book Sale, a Book and a Reading List

“The Oxford Companion and
Collin’s Encyclopedia are volumes
I have always wanted. The complete
Groves is something I have longed
for since early college days. 1954 is
probably the edition I used back
then. Nostalgia trumps current
research any day.” 

SATISFIED 
BOOK STORE CUSTOMER

Batman, also known as Grayson, attended
the book sale with his sidekick Robin in the
bat stroller.  As his grandmother and mother
looked for books, Batman swirled his cape
and kept his eyes open for adventure.  “An-
other one, could I get another book?” was
his plea.   

Book Sale Finds
Taras Shevchenko Selected Works
Poetry and Prose translated from the
Ukranian Remembered as a “great poet,
superb artist and a revolutionary
democrat,” Shevchenko is honored by a
bronze sculpture atop a granite
monument in Washington, D.C.
Sinclair Lewis An American Life by
Mark Schorer In 1925 Lewis visited
William Allen White in Emporia and then
traveled to Kansas City to do research
for Elmer Gantry.

“A Rockwell patron hopes “to live
long enough to read all the books on
her list.”  A mystery lover, she reads
Elizabeth George, P. D. James and
David Baldacci.  While her heart
favors a book, she does use a Kindle
because she can read in the dark.”

&
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The Friends of Kansas Libraries (FoKL) and Kansas Library
Trustee Association (KLTA) held it’s annual luncheon on
Wednesday, October 29, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in
Wichita in conjunction with the Kansas Library Association
state conference.  FoKL President, Carolyn Little, Meriden,
welcomed and made introductions at “A Celebration
Luncheon.”   
The awards luncheon honors Friends groups and library
leaders with special recognition.  Little introduced Judy
Burgess, Vice-President of FoKL, who noted several areas of
success and then presented the award for Outstanding
Friends Group for a community over 10,000 to the WPL
Friends. Judy is also a member of WPL Friends board and
invited the following to join her on stage to receive the award:
Judith Simon, Larry Romine, Janet  Fowler, Gail Fisher, Liz
Kennedy, Joyce Suellentrop, and Vikki Jo Stewart. Judith
accepted the award and gave Gail Fisher special recognition
for her work with the Geek the Library campaign.  
Other Outstanding Friend groups recognized at earlier
opportunities were: Friends of Rossville Community
(community less than 2500) and Friends of Wamego Public
Library (community between 2501-5000).  
Cynthia Berner, Wichita Public Library director,  shared the
Duane Johnson Library Leadership award with Gina Milsap,
Public Library  CEO of Topeka Shawnee County Public Library.
Johnson is a past State Librarian and long time library leader in
Kansas.  He commented on the high caliber library leaders
receiving the awards.  

Homeschoolers and the Library
by Liz Kennedy

Homeschooling families tend to be Wichita Public Library
“power users.”  What does that mean?  According to Erin
Downey Howerton, Children’s Manager at the Central Library,
“It’s been our experience that homeschoolers are dedicated
library users who feel at home in the library.”
In fact, many teaching parents have Friends of the Wichita
Public Library (FWPL) Gold Cards since they value both the
library and the Gold Card benefits. Because teaching parents
reserve a lot of books to use in their home school, they
particularly appreciate that, as FWPL members, they don’t
have to pay the 25¢ fee each time they pick up a book they
reserved.
In addition to borrowing books to support their home education
curriculum, homeschooling families also borrow books for
recreational reading, teaching parents often make use of each
library’s collection of teacher resource materials.

Friends of the Wichita Public Library
and Cynthia Berner, WPL director
receive Awards!

The Keynote Address given by Linda Regan, Development
Director, Child Advocacy Center, Springfield, Missouri was an
informative board development talk entitled “All Aboard!  Your
board members should not be traveling solo.”  

written by Vikki Jo Stewart

Teaching parent Jamie Stolz uses the library in homeschooling
six of her children, ranging in age from a preschooler to a high
school senior. In fact, Stolz says, “The library is indispensable
to us and a huge asset for our literature-based homeschooling
approach.” For example, when her children are studying a
particular subject, such as World War II, she needs books,
both nonfiction and historical fiction, at a wide range of reading
levels and says it wouldn’t be affordable to buy all of the books
needed. 
Like other families, homeschooling families enjoy the library’s
programs, including story times, workshops and summer
reading programs.  Groups of families that home school book
school tours at the library. Some have a special interest in
learning about the library’s electronic resources available to
Wichita Public Library cardholders. Thanks to state funding,
these include such resources as Mango Languages, which can
be used to learn foreign languages as well as English and the
Britannica virtual encyclopedia.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
Members of the Friends of the Wichita Public 
Library are invited and welcome to attend the 

annual general membership meeting on 
December 11, 2014, 1:00 pm, in the Patio Room

at the Central Library, 223 South Main.

Larry Romine, Judith Simon,  Gail Fisher, Vikki Jo Stewart, Joyce
Suellentrop, Liz Kennedy, Janet Fowler, Judy Burgess accept the award for
Outstanding Friends Group.



of the Wichita Public Library

For up to the minute info, special deals,
and to join in our ongoing discussion, be
sure to “like” our Friends of the Wichita
Public Library Facebook page.

FRIENDS OF THE WICHITA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mission Statement

Friends of the Wichita Public Library, a 
volunteer non-profit organization,
provides support, service and advocacy
for the 
Library. These goals are achieved
through: 

• Fundraising for essential Library
materials, programs, and services not
supplied by normal budget resources,

• Underwriting of costs incurred by the 
Library for volunteer recognition and
management,

• Promotion of public support for the
use of the Library and,

• Education of members, elected
officials, and the general public on
library issues.

Friends of the Wichita Public Library
223 S. Main
Wichita, KS 67202
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Bookstore Hours
Monday 10:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. • Tuesday-Saturday 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

If you are not already a member of the 
Friends of the Wichita Public Library, 

we hope you’ll join!
Pick up a Friends brochure at any Wichita library or go to

WICHITALIBRARYFRIENDS.ORG
and click on 

BECOME A FRIEND

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
of the Friends of the Wichita Public Library

Judy Burgess
Steve Cloud
Gail Fisher

Janet Fowler
Stephanie Huff

Liz Kennedy
Ken Lee

Sharon Leimkuhl
Larry Romine

Carolyn Russell

Judith Simon
Vikki Jo Stewart
Kristian Strom

Joyce Suellentrop
Marge Zakoura-Vaughan


