
It’s That Time of Year Again
To quote a loyal customer of the Friends of the

Library Book Sale, Tim O’Bryhim, history

teacher,  “ Why spend a pile of money on new

books, when you get them for a few bucks?

That’s the best reason to visit the Friends of the

Library Book Sale.  Besides you never know

what gems you may find!”

Join Tim and other book lovers in the search for

novels for your rainy  day/snowstorm 

basket.  Come with a list of authors you like.

Browse for the serendipitous find. Look for
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Public Libraries Play an Important Role in Community Life
assistance to those applying online for Section

8 housing assistance. 

Through a partnership with the State Library

of Kansas and GraceMed Clinic, our Checkup

and Checkout program is promoting library

use and providing early literacy training to

families with children ages 0 to 5. This focus

on developing literacy skills in young children

will be extended into the summer reading 

program, where a new ‘Baby Bookworms’ 

program will launch in May.

We know that literary readers demonstrate a

variety of behaviors that help to create and

sustain healthy communities (voting, volun-

teerism, charitable giving, etc.). In an effort to

create new readers, the 11th Annual Adult

Winter Reading program was launched in 

January and continues through March 16. 

Our support of Activate Wichita 

(www.activate-wichita.org) continues, helping

Wichitans to engage in conversation and share

ideas to address some of our community’s

greatest challenges.

Through these initiatives and partnerships, the

Wichita Public Library is making a difference

in the life of our community.  The financial

and volunteer contributions of the Friends of

the Library are an important part of making

these efforts possible.  Thank you for your

support of the Library!

        g

Terri Bird, bookstore manager, and Kristian Strom,
board member, as they prepare for the book sale

Last December, the Pew Inter-

net & American Life Project

released a report about the

value Americans place upon

their public libraries.  The 

results affirmed what those of

us who work or volunteer for 

libraries have long under-

stood: public libraries play an

important role in the life of

our communities. The report notes:

• 95% of Americans ages 16 and older agree
that the materials and resources available at
public libraries play an important role in
giving everyone a chance to succeed;

• 95% say that public libraries are 
important because they promote literacy
and a love of reading;

• 94% say that having a public library 
improves the quality of life in a 
community;

• 81% say that public libraries provide many
services people would have a hard time
finding elsewhere.

This year, your Wichita Public Library will be

at work in many areas that are directly 

related to these findings. From Baby’s First

Storytime to Senior Wednesdays, the Library’s

program offerings continue to grow to meet

the interests and needs of people of all ages.  

The newly established Technology Training

Team has expanded the number and variety 

of technology training courses we offer, as 

well as provided increased support for Book a

Librarian technology tutoring.  

The Library has worked with Hunter Health

Clinic to provide computer access and 

training to those applying for health 

insurance on the healthcare.gov website. We

have also worked with the City’s Housing and

Community Services Department to provide

Cynthia Berner
Harris,
Director of 
Libraries

BOOK SALE DATES AND HOURS
March 18, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Early preview for Friends of Library only

March 19, Wednesday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Open to public

March 20, Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Open to public

March 21, Friday, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Big Bag Sale

books that feed your current interest.   

Find the book you didn’t even know you

wanted. The Friends of the Library annual

spring Book Sale will be held at the Wichita

Boathouse from Tuesday, March 18th through

Friday March 21st.

Nonfiction categories include history, 

religion, sports, health and biography.  

Fiction includes the classics, popular fiction

(romance, scifi, mystery, thrillers), and liter-

ary fiction.  CDs, DVDs, Audiobooks as well

as sheet music are also available.

Paperbacks are .50 and hardcovers are $1.00.

Visit the FWPL website or find us on Facebook

for more information.
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When you donate books…..
Books, from the branches and drop-offs at Central Library,
are brought to the sorting center daily.  Once there, volunteers
follow four steps.

SELECT library staff selects books suitable for the collection. 
volunteers select books for online sales, bookstore sale 
or annual book sales.

SCAN books are scanned for price and popularity.

SORT volunteers sort, first, into general categories: fiction, 
nonfiction and children’s; secondly, into more specific 
categories.

SELL the bookstore is restocked on a regular basis and
book sales are held each spring and fall.

Since members of the Friends of the Wichita

Public Library (FWPL) are some of the library’s

strongest supporters, we want you to know all

about the Wichita Public Library, today and in

the future. In order to share with you and your

friends what’s going on with the Wichita Public

Library system in general and with the plans for

a new Central Library in particular, the FWPL 

is sponsoring two presentations for Friends

members, their guests and the general public.

Come to whichever presentation is the most 

convenient for you. 

During All About the Wichita Public Library,

Steve Roberts, president of the Wichita Public 

Library Board, will review today’s library, the 

future of libraries and the new Central Library

project. After the presentation, if you have time,

you’re invited to stay for a brief tour of the 

Central Library, with an emphasis on areas 

needing improvement. 

You’re Invited!
Come and Learn All About the 

Wichita Public Library

Thursday, April 10–6 p.m.

Sunday, March 9–2 p.m. 

The presentations will be held in Central Library Auditorium

“ I was brought up on weekly visits to the library and continued that as an adult.

It was a real nuisance driving 10 miles

round trip to the library in Miami 

and I said, “never again.”  I have always

said, and believe, I could live anywhere

as long as I have a car, a map and a 

library card.”
LIZ KENNEDY, BOARD MEMBER



Reference specialists dispensed “useful 

information of all kinds in response to the

most general and technical questions.”  Used

by businesses and individuals, the service was

also used by schools, clubs, and churches and

debate classes from surrounding towns.  

The children’s department with suitable 

furniture housed a large collection of books

and had its own librarian.  A story hour for

children was aired on KFH radio and 

reading clubs for children were offered.

In 1920 one hundred and sixty books were

available for check out at the Piggly Wiggly

store at 2137 N Lawrence, now Broadway.

This first attempt to extend service was 

successful with 2300 circulations the first

eleven months.    By 1928 seven book stations,

including ones at St. Francis Hospital, Wichita

Hospital, Wesley Hospital and the South End

Community House at Lulu and Bayley, were

operating.   

In cooperation with principals and schools,

book stations were located in thirty two 

elementary schools.  Each week “a book

wagon” visited the schools.  Reportedly the

first one in Kansas, the book wagon was often

called “the library on wheels.”   (Next issue,

expansion of extension services and the 

development of the branch system in 

the 1950s)
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Film Enthusiast Uses the Library
The Central Library and two branches, Rockwell and Comotara, are equally important to a local film enthusiast.
As a high school student, she used the Central Library for research.  Today she uses its services quite differ-
ently.   She routinely requests books, CDs, DVDs and movies, drawing from the extensive holdings downtown.
Turner Classic Movies TCM is the starting point.  Next she checks Amazon and/or the online catalog.   After 
seeing a Barbara Stanwyck, she requested a biography; the book was delivered to Comotara for pickup.  
Discovering the fictional Hildegarde Withers film, she requested six DVDs of the 1930s mysteries through 
interlibrary loan, again delivered to Rockwell by the Central Library courier.  

•••••• 

Extension of Services
In 1872-73 the Wichita Library and 

Lecture Association was formed and a 

collection of books was available for check

out.  In spite of being moved from building

to building, years of precarious existence

and several different guises, the library 

survived and in 1911 became a city library. 

In 1915 the library moved into the

Carnegie Library.   Julius Lucht, a graduate

of Harvard and Pratt Institute library 

science program, was librarian from 1915-

1925.  During those ten years the collection

increased from 5,000 to 40,655 books; 

cardholders increased from 2,000 to 35,072.

He also created a separate reference 

department and a children’s area.  The 

heart of the library was the collection of

books and periodicals but under Lucht 

and Ruth Hammond, 1925-1948, area 

specialization continued and extended 

service developed.  

“Library on wheels” 1925



What work do you choose when you

like playing the French horn and like 

listening to rock and roll; when you

want to be a French teacher and are

also drawn to film and radio; when

the first book you remember is

Kipling’s Just So Stories and your 

favorite film is Babette’s Feast ; when

you describe a specialist as “someone

who wants to marry a subject and a

generalist as a serial dater”? If you are

Racine Zackula, you become a

librarian.

A member of the Central Library staff, Racine, when she works the art and

music desk on third floor,  may help a patron find a specific book on Van

Gogh, the newest book about machine embroidery or tattoo patterns.   She

can suggest an interesting documentary or help build a reading list on a 

particular interest.      

Describing the Wichita music community as rich and varied, she evaluates

the CD holdings and selects new ones for purchase.  The scope ranges from

opera to world music to Vietnamese pop; musicals, the classics and the newer

ones, are particularly popular now.  To stay current, she listens to KMUW,

follows opera at the Metropolitan and considers requests from Suggest an

Item on the library’s website.

Calling herself “a tracer not an artist,” she also does graphics for the area.

Currently the Race to the Academy Awards, a display featuring the nominees,

can be seen. 

With reorganization of reference services, she also works in business and

technology on the mezzanine and at the general reference desk which she 

describes as “being on Jeopardy every day.” 

A generalist and a specialist, Racine is a librarian to meet.  Stop and visit

with her the next time you are in the library. 
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Reference Division Reorganizes
The start of the New Year brought a reorganization of

reference services at the Central Library. 

For nearly 50 years, reference services were divided

into four areas: art, music and video subject and for-

mats on the third floor; business and technology sub-

jects on the mezzanine; local history, genealogy and

Kansas reference collections in the Lawrence and Lucile

Wulfmeyer Special Collections Center, and all other

materials in a general reference area on the first floor.

In the 1980s and 1990s, grant funds were used to sup-

plement staffing in these four areas. This served the Li-

brary well until recent years when reductions in grant

funding required elimination of most grant-funded

positions.  

At the same time, the reference needs of Wichitans

have been changing.  Quick fact questions such as

“What is the population of Wichita?” have been re-

placed with requests for assistance using resources

from the Library’s electronic and digital collections.

Today’s reference librarians are not only research

guides, but technology trainers as well. 

In the newly configured Information Services Division,

the services and staffing of the Special Collections 

Center remain unchanged. A new, six-person Technol-

ogy Training Section has been created to provide refer-

ence service related to electronic and digital resources

as well as to play a more active role overseeing public

computing services, technology training courses and

Book a Librarian sessions.  

Staff members from the former subject sections are

now part of a single Reference Services Section. These

team members have been trained to provide service in

all three reference areas, and will be more involved in

planning and presenting adult programs at the Central

Library.

“What began as a challenge to decrease staffing with-

out reducing service developed into an opportunity to

redesign our reference service delivery to better meet

the needs of the community,” says Director of 

Libraries Cynthia Berner Harris. 

Become a Librarian?

Did You Know….
The film lending service was established in 1948 as part of the reference 

department.  In 1950 the operation became a separate department with 93

16-millimeter films, about 100 film strips and 18 sets of slides.  More than

10,000 people viewed the educational, cultural and documentary holdings

monthly at club and church meetings and at programs in homes.  A 16 

millimeter film projector and two slide projectors could be rented.

Racine Zackula, describes her job as “being
on Jeopardy every day.”

“ Google can bring you back 100,000 answers, a librarian can bring you back the right one.” NEIL GAIMAN,  AUTHOR OF SANDMAN AND NEVERMORE
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The Friends of the Wichita Public Library

once again sponsor an appreciation 

luncheon as part of National Volunteer

Week, Thursday, April 17th in the Terrace

Room at Botanica, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

The luncheon honors Wichita Public Li-

brary volunteers, library organization board 

members, elected officials and others.  

Mark Chamberlin, Director of Marketing

and Public Relations with Armstrong

Chamberlin, is this year’s featured

speaker.  Mark serves on the board of

the Wichita Public Library Foundation

and plans to introduce a special video

the Foundation is producing to advocate

the importance of libraries – especially

the Wichita Public Library!  The video

and his presentation address several

myths about the future of libraries!

Along with the Melzer Award there will be

several special awards and recognition of

volunteers who donate time and energy in

the Friends Book Store and Book Sales;

board members who also volunteer; and

volunteers at the Central location and

branches. Along with the program there will

be door prizes, beautiful music and a tasty

luncheon to say THANK YOU volunteers! 

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon At Botanica April 17, 2014

As a Friends member, we know you believe libraries

are important to the quality of life in our community.

Let others know how you feel by adding a 

“Libraries Yes!” license plate to the front of your car

or truck.  Plates are durable plastic, which makes them easy to

mount. They are also a great bargain – only $5.00! License plates and order forms are

available at all Wichita public libraries.  Help get the word out about how important libraries are with your very

own “Libraries Yes!” license plate.

FWPL Is Growing!
The Friends of the Wichita Public Library

is on the move, thanks to you and all of the

other FWPL members.  By the end of 2013,

our membership had grown to 1,208 and

our membership revenues had grown by

more than 17%.

How can you help FWPL to grow and to

advocate for a strong public library system?

Here are 5 ways you can help:

1. Help the Wichita Public Library to get
the word out about all of its great pro-
grams by promoting them on social
media.

2. Renew your annual FWPL member-
ship and consider buying a member-
ship for another Library Lover and
encouraging your friends to become
members.

3. Come (See You’re Invited! article) and
learn all you can about the Wichita
Public Library so you can be a knowl-
edgeable advocate for a strong public
library system.

4. Volunteer and/or buy books at the
FWPL Used Bookstore at the Central
Library, and at the spring and fall
FWPL used book sales.

5. Make use of library services, both on-
line and onsite, and let others know
you value the library by talking about
it and getting a “Yes, Libraries!” license
plate for your car or truck.



of the Wichita Public Library

For up to the minute info, special deals,
and to join in our ongoing discussion, be
sure to “like” our Friends of the Wichita
Public Library Facebook page.

FRIENDS OF THE WICHITA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mission Statement

Friends of the Wichita Public 
Library, a volunteer non-profit 
organization, provides support,
service and advocacy for the 
Library.  These goals are achieved
through: 

• Fundraising for essential Library
materials, programs, and services
not supplied by normal budget 
resources,

• Underwriting of costs incurred 
by the Library for volunteer 
recognition and management,

• Promotion of public support for
the use of the Library and,

• Education of members, elected 
officials, and the general public
on library issues.

Friends of the Wichita Public Library
223 S. Main
Wichita, KS 67202
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Bookstore Hours
Monday 10:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER 
March 16-Freedom of Information Day
March 18-21-Book Sale, Wichita Boathouse
April-School Library Month
April 13-19-National Library Week
April 15-National Library Workers Day
April 17-Volunteer Luncheon, Botanica
May 1-7-Choose Privacy Week
May 5-6-National Library Legislative Day

If you are not already a member of the Friends of
the Wichita Public Library, we hope you’ll join!
Pick up a Friends brochure at any Wichita library

or go to 
WICHITALIBRARYFRIENDS.ORG

and click on 
BECOME A FRIEND

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
of the Friends of the 
Wichita Public Library

Judy Burgess

Steve Cloud

Gail Fisher

Janet Fowler

Stephanie Huff

Liz Kennedy

Ken Lee

Sharon Leimkuhl

Larry Romine

Carolyn Russell

Judith Simon

Vikki Jo Stewart

Kristian Strom

Joyce Suellentrop

Marge Zakoura-Vaughan


