
of the Wichita Public Library

Among Friends
Winter 2013-14

Hello, Friends
By Judith Simon, President

of  The Friends of the 

Wichita Public Library

Hello, Friends! This is
my first official newslet-
ter communication as
the President of the
Friends of the Wichita

Public Library (FWPL) Board.  I’m proud
to be part of such a great organization of 
dedicated and talented volunteers.  The 
articles and photos in this issue reflect the
scope of activities the Friends have 
sponsored or been a part of this year.  
We couldn’t have done it all without your
support.

We advocated for the new Central 
Library, continued the Geek the Library
campaign, held two book sales and set up

a digital/social media communications 
system so we could get more closely in
touch with all of you, as well as the general
public.  The debut of the FWPL website at
www.wichitalibraryfriends.org and the 
addition of Constant Contact email notices
have enabled us to provide you with updates
and notices of advocacy efforts and activities.  

We’re pleased to welcome seven new 
volunteer board members.  Their energy and
expertise will greatly benefit to the Friends of
the Wichita Public Library.  In addition, 
continuing board members provide ongoing
wisdom, hard work and history.

Our mission to promote public support and
to educate members, elected officials and the
general public on library issues is more 
important than ever during this crucial time
for the Wichita Public Library’s future.  This

summer we participated
in District Advisory
Board meetings across
Wichita at the request of
our public officials to
present information and
get feedback about the
Central Library’s role,
the reasons a new 
Central Library is 
desperately needed and
the services Central
provides to the opera-
tion of the branch 
libraries throughout 
the city.  

The visibility of 
Geek The Library in
posters and ads
throughout the
county shed light on the library’s role as a
source of information for all.  In the months
ahead, we plan to continue our advocacy 
efforts.  Board members will follow up atten-
dance at an Advocacy Workshop October 29,
with an advocacy plan involving members.  
We encourage you to get involved.  For more
about being an active library advocate, please
email friends@wichita.lib.ks.us.

Thanks to a generous grant from the Knight
Foundation, we were able to extend the Geek
the Library campaign into 2013! Geek the 
Library is a national campaign, funded in part
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, to
support and promote our public library 
systems. It is a fun campaign that gets people
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FWPL had a booth at WoofStock for the second time.

Volunteer Julie Cornet sets up for the book sale.

Kristian Strom sorts books
for the sale.

Shoppers sharing their purchases from the FWPL Book Sale.

Book lovers of all ages partici-
pated in the book sales.



Teachers:  
You can get 

Geek The Library

free posters and

art ideas. 

Contact Gail at 

316-393-4245
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talking about what they 'geek' and how
they can get information or find resources
on their passions at the public library. 

We set up a Geek the Library table and
photo station at the Alford Library's big
10th Anniversary celebration this year. We
took our Geek table out to Woofstock for
the second year and had a great time with
both our 2-legged and 4-legged friends.
We also had large Geek the Library photos
- showcasing local people and what each
of them geek - in local publications such
as the Wichita Eagle, F5 Magazine and
Women's Focus!

Geek ads featuring coupons for the
Friends bookstore were run in the Wichita
Eagle during the end of October and 
beginning of November.

Our book sales enable us to provide the 
library with essential library materials, 
programs and services not supplied by the 
library’s operating budget.  We had a suc-
cessful Fall Used Book Sale.  The Used Books
Store at the Central Library continues to be
the “Best kept secret in Wichita.”  You can help
by not only donating books and shopping
there but also spreading the word about it.
Don’t worry, there’ll still be plenty of books
even if your family, friends and neighbors 
become regular shoppers.   

Friends membership not only provides mem-
ber benefits and a revenue source but also 
creates an advocacy force.  Recruitment 
efforts throughout the community at events
are a great way to increase “our strength in
numbers.”  If you have an event and want
membership brochures, contact us at
friends@wichita.lib.ks.us.  A Friends member-
ship is also a great gift.

Friends membership and volunteer efforts
make a difference.  Thank you for your 
support!

president’s letter –CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Geek the Library campaign has proven
to be a very popular way to encourage
people to visit the library. 

Even Alford Geeks.



Mayor Brewer signs proclamation recognizing the 
Friends of the Wichita Public Library

A Strong Library = A Strong Community

Used Books Store
The Used Books Store is featuring a monthly special while supplies last:  

November 2013 Special is Fiction: .25 cents for soft covers

.50 cents for hard covers

Watch for monthly Used Books Store Special on Constant Contact and/or on the

Friends web page www.wichitalibraryfriends.org

Also, in your birthday month you get 50% off one book (With proof of ID)

John Whitlock volunteers in the Used Books Store
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voracious readers and I visit my local branch
several times a week. Because I am a 
freelance writer specializing in children’s
books, I am also at the Central Library 
several times a week doing research.  I still
remember going to story time at the library
when I was a child and taking my children
when they were young.  I believe strong 
libraries help to build strong communities. I
give my time to the Friends board because
the organization advocates and works 
towards a strong library system.” 

Ken Lee “I am a disabled veteran and this is
my way of giving back to the community
and the library for the help I receive.”

Sharon Leimkuhl “I love to read and like 
libraries.  Only thing is – I wish there were
still a cabinet full of Dewey Decimal system
catalog cards!”

Larry Romine “Because of a lifetime love of
books and reading.”

Carolyn Russell “Friends of the Wichita
Public Library are passionate in their 
support of our library. Their work and 
commitment inspires me. I believe a new
central library - equipped with resources for
lifelong learning and gathering spaces for
lectures, discussions and events - is essential
for a strong community.” 

Judith Simon “It's a way for me to ‘pay it
forward’ to all those for whom the library
resources are a vital education link.” 

Burgess Romine

Russell Simon

Cloud Fisher

Stewart

Fowler

Strom

Huff

Sullentrop

Kennedy

Zakoura-Vaughan

Lee Leimkuhl

BOARD MEMBERS: “Why do give your time to the Friends board?”
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Vikki Jo Stewart “I joined the Wichita
Public Library Friends and then the
Friends Board to be a part of something
wonderful for Wichita’s next generation.
That includes my granddaughters!”

Kristian Strom "I joined the Friends of
the Wichita Public Library Board eight
years ago after being a regular customer
in the bookstore and befriending long-
time volunteers Barbara Melzer and
Larry Romine. They encouraged me to
get involved and I have enjoyed serving
alongside them- from assisting with our
semi-annual book sales, participating in
several "Big Read" kickoff parties, meet-
ing new "Friends" at Woofstock and 
advocating for our local public library.  I
am lucky to be a part of an organization
that promotes literacy in the community
and am always excited when we can help
the Library staff with any upcoming
projects.  One of the best parts about
serving on the Board is that I can still
shop in our used bookstore on my way to
the monthly meeting."

Joyce Suellentrop “The library is a place
of exploration, learning and wonder;  I
will work to sustain and improve its
place in the community.” 

Marge Zakoura-Vaughan "We need to
invest in libraries because they invest in
people." 

Judy Burgess “My use of libraries began
at the Wichita Oliver Square Branch.  I
went on to become a high school librarian
and, eventually, a public library director.
My experience has shown me libraries are
the hub of the community.  Even in retire-
ment, supporting our library system is a
priority for me.”

Steve Cloud “Being a life long reader, I
want to be involved in ensuring that the
Wichita Public Libraries remains a 
viable force of learning in the community.
The Friends of the Library is a valuable
and effective instrument in achieving this
mission and that is why serving on the
Board is an honor and a privilege.”

Gail Fisher “I believe that our best hope
lies with a well informed and well 
educated citizenry. Libraries can do that,
regardless of your circumstances. They are
the great equalizers of our time.”

Janet Fowler “I am committed to 
promoting the use and availability of 
public library services in Wichita.  Literacy
is essential to having quality in life.   By
supporting the public library and making
its’ services available to all patrons, we
provide an equitable opportunity for the
citizens of Wichita.” 

Stephanie Huff “Libraries are one of the
best resources available to the public for so
many different things. I want to ensure
current and future generations will always
be aware of, and take advantage of, the 
opportunities waiting for them inside our
great library system.” 

Liz Kennedy “I am passionate about 
public libraries. My husband and I are 
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Liz Kennedy promoting FWPL
memberships at the October 8th
Proclamation signing City 
Council meeting.

One of the reasons Friends membership

applications are handled so quickly and 

efficiently is

due to the

work of Faye

Olson. Faye

was born and

raised in

Hutchinson.

She has lived

in Wichita

for forty-four

years, ever

since she and

her husband

were first

married. 

For the past

two years,

Faye has

been taking

care of send-

ing the wel-

come letters to everyone who signs up for

a Friends of the Wichita Public Library

membership, new or renewal. She also

sends out reminder notices when it’s time

for members to renew their FWPL mem-

berships.  

Why Does She Volunteer?

Faye was recruited to handle this volun-

teer job by her

friend Sharon

West, who had

been doing the

job and was now

ready to retire.

Faye enjoys her

volunteer position

because it’s some-

thing “new and

different” for her,

it doesn’t take that

much time and it

benefits the li-

brary. 

Her Volunteer
Job

Every Friday, Faye

picks up the latest

applications and

takes them home to process them and

get the letters ready, a task that takes her

about an hour and a half each week.  In

addition, once a month she sends out re-

newal notices, which takes an additional

two hours.

Her Love for Libraries

According to Faye, “I love libraries and I

love books.”  She says she and her husband

read all the time, and her son, daughter-in-

law and three grandchildren are all book

lovers. She particularly enjoys being able to

reserve library books online and have

them delivered to the branch closest to

where she lives.

Thank You, Faye Olson

We salute Faye for her reliable, long-term

support for the Friends of the Wichita

Public Library and the library.  Her posi-

tion is crucial to a well-run membership

program, and we appreciate her service as

well as the service of all of the volunteers

who work on behalf of the library.

Faye Olson – Membership Volunteer Extraordinaire

Barbara Bagby A true friend of the WPL
Barbara Bagby, long time FWPL bookstore

volunteer passed away Sunday, October 20.

Kristian Strom, Independent Book Seller,

provided this special note:  Barbara was a

dear friend and kindred spirit.  For several

years in a row she had been my date to the

Volunteer luncheon at Botanica.  She was a

long-time mender/repairer of some of our

damaged books, and I visited with her at her

house on several occasions just to talk books

and chit-chat.  She was a very generous

woman, and would always offer to donate

any book I ever wanted either to me or to

the library.  I never was able to accept her

generous offer, as I always knew that she

would miss the books too much if they

were gone, and that she would probably

just end up bringing any book that she 

donated to the library back to her house to

repair!  

Our condolences to Barbara’s family and

the Watermark Book Store community.

Barbara's daughter Sarah Bagby, is the

owner of Watermark Books and Café. 

Faye Olson, FWPL membership volunteer..



of the Wichita Public Library

For up to the minute info, special deals,
and to join in our ongoing discussion, be
sure to “like” our Friends of the Wichita
Public Library Facebook page.

FRIENDS OF THE WICHITA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mission Statement

Friends of the Wichita Public 
Library, a volunteer non-profit 
organization, provides support,
service and advocacy for the 
Library.  These goals are achieved
through: 

• Fundraising for essential Library
materials, programs, and services
not supplied by normal budget 
resources,

• Underwriting of costs incurred 
by the Library for volunteer 
recognition and management,

• Promotion of public support for
the use of the Library and,

• Education of members, elected 
officials, and the general public
on library issues.

Friends of the Wichita Public Library
223 S. Main
Wichita, KS 67202
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Become a Friend at www.wichitalibraryfriends.org
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Want to receive the monthly 
Friends' email blast?? 

Send an email to 
friends@wichita.lib.ks.us

A last minute holiday (or any time) gift idea:  
Friends Membership
fill out application that is enclosed with this newsletter!

Holloway Memorial
If you’ve wondered if something LARGE was missing in the Bookstore lately, you are

right! Big Blue, our much worn out magazine shelf, is in the process of getting a face

lift! After looking high and low, we just couldn’t find anything that worked better, so we

are having her spruced up. This is all thanks to a Memorial gift from the estate of

Richard B. Holloway. Dick, past President of FWPL, was a vital link in starting the

bookstore many years

ago. The library was the

recipient of his good idea

for decades thereafter,

and continues to bring in

much appreciated funds

for projects that would

otherwise not be funded.

Watch for the return of

Big Blue, as well as our

normal quantity of maga-

zines for sale, in their

even better display. What

color will she be????

Come in and see!


