
 

 

ANNUAL  

REPORT  2013 

 
 
 
 
 

LONG BRANCH FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Long Branch Public Library has served as a 
community anchor and heart of the  
community for almost 100 years.  In 2013, we 
proudly continued this tradition by offering   quality 
library services and programs resulting in one of 
our busiest summers to date,  with over 50,000  
visits to both our Elberon Branch and Main Library.  
Established as a municipal library in 1904, The Long 
Branch Free Public Library is located next to the city 
hall and the police department, at 328 Broadway in 
Long Branch, New Jersey. The library has an  
Impressive collection of over 100,000 materials, 
including books, movies, music, magazines, news-
papers, CDs and electronic games.  The library  
provides a host of services for adults and teens  
including a state-of-the-art Technology and Career  
Center, a treasured Local History Room, literacy 
classes, job searching services, tax preparation as-
sistance, notary services, computer training, and 
more. Our children’s services include a multitude of 
programs for children such as  homework help, 
weekly story times and  family fun days, special 
summer reading programs and holiday events. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
As library services expand to meet the needs of our 
future generations, we have worked hard to ensure 
that you can access many of our services day or 
night!  Whether it's looking for the newest bestsell-
er at midnight, searching for a job,  practicing for a 
standardized test or researching journal articles for 
a term paper due in the morning, now with the 
click of your mouse, you can accomplish this via the 
Library’s website at www.longbranchlib.org.  The 
Library's virtual services also include online access 
to reference librarians and free online homework 
help.  In addition, the link to our online research 
materials will lead you to research tools that pro-
vide an unparalleled wealth of knowledge available 
at your fingertips. From researching your family’s 
history to preparing for a state standardized test, 
we have online databases to assist you.  All you 
need is your library card. The possibilities are  
endless and only a click away. Come in and check 
out YOUR library today!  



 

 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
It’s an exciting time to visit the Main Library or Elberon Branch! Did you know that this year 

over 170, 590 visits were made to our library, 32,550  community members logged onto our  

computers and nearly 160,000 items were borrowed from our library?  This year has not only 

been a year of growth but has also been  one of transformation as we congratulated  

Ingrid Bruck, Library Director, on her retirement.  For over ten years, I worked alongside 

Mrs. Bruck who served as a mentor and guide.  

 Since then, I’ve worked in a variety of positions at the library from computer monitor to more 

recently, assistant library director and library director.  I’ve witnessed first-hand tremendous 

growth and improvements to our library.  It is a bustling hub of information, technology and 

resources for the City of Long Branch. In 2013, our library  showed its continued and increas-

ing relevance with significant increases in library visits, borrowed items, reference  

questions answered and computer usage.  In addition, this year the library opened a brand 

new Teen Zone, Senior Space and Quiet Study Room while staff organized programs and 

events that reflected the diversity of background, cultures, needs and interests of our resi-

dents.  

As you will see in this report, the Long Branch Free Public Library is a true gathering 

place—a community anchor—where people come to learn, grow and be entertained. I am 

proud to be a part of a city  that strives to create a community of readers, where the active 

pursuit of learning and civic engagement begins at birth and continues through one’s lifetime.  

 

As your Library Director, I am fortunate to enjoy the lively support of our Friends of the 

Long Branch Public Library, dozens of community leaders and an active and engaged Board 

of Trustees. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the City of Long Branch. It is an honor 

to lead the library’s incredibly talented staff  and to provide first-class library service to the 

Long Branch community.  

 

Please know that my door is always open to you, 
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The Circulation Desk is often the first point of 
contact for new patrons. The Circulation  
Department staff manages the front desk, ac-
count services and organization of our entire 
first floor. The Circulation Department is man-
aged by Kathryn Angelo. The Circulation Man-
ager supervises the department staff, keeps up 
to date with circulation procedures and is in 
charge of department scheduling and report-
ing. The circulation staff performs front desk 
duties, registers new patrons and creates first 
floor displays. Along with their new cards, pa-
trons are given information about the library 
and are encouraged to ask questions about 
their areas of interest. It is important for the 
staff to be well-informed, friendly and helpful as 
first impressions are enormously important.  
This year was a year of transition and updating 
for the Circulation Department. We reor-
ganized make the first floor of the library more 
inviting and updated the boxes that hold our  
DVDs to brighten the desk and to give it a  
 

 
more professional look.  Circulation staff mem-
bers have been busy this year. Tara Sullivan 
produced displays for the Summer months, 
Banned Book Week, Halloween, and numer-
ous other events as well as updating our social 
media accounts and website. Cadene Patter-
son attended the Circulation Summit held by 
the Libraries of Middlesex Automated Consorti-
um to keep abreast of current trends and 
changes in our consortium and took a part in 
ordering fiction titles. Janice Grace began new 
hours in the Local History Room to start new 
projects. Finally, Katey O’Connell has been 
curating great displays in the building as well 
as adding a display in City Hall. We ended 
2013 with the hiring of two new part-time Li-
brary Assistants who will work at the Circula-
tion Desk.  With over 157,000 items borrowed 
this year, the staff have been busier than ever!  
We look forward to another successful and fun 
year in  2014. 

 

 

Circulation Services 



 

 

FY 2013 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 

January 

 Family Movie Screening of “Our Friend Martin” 
to commemorate the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday observance. 

February 

 Our new SmartPay service launched. Account 
holders can now pay fines and fees online by 
credit card!  

 Celebrated Black History Month with “Drums, 
Dance & Songs: African/Caribbean Folklore.” 

 Our tax preparation volunteers returned to the 
library to assist patrons with free tax help. 

March 

 Muslim Journeys Bookshelf Grant: Public Un-
veiling and HBO documentary program. 

April  

 The Wolves of Howling Farms paid a visit to 
the library to celebrate National Library week. 
A few of the magnificent animals were even 
featured in the 2010 Disney movie, “The Sor-
cerer’s Apprentice” The program was attended 
by over 100 visitors.  

May  

 Art in the Park in West End—Library Outreach 
table. 

 
 Overhead directional signage has arrived and 

was hung. Additional signage is being created in-
house to match. 

 In honor of Nurses Month, the Community Room 
featured a personal display related to the history 
of the Dr. E.C. Hazard Hospital. The display, 
loaned by the Long Branch Historical Association 
featured mementos from local resident Jose-
phine “Josie” Olivadoti . The collection was do-
nated by her sister Sandra Rubino.  

June 
 The annual Teens vs. Staff Kickball Game was 

held in June at Jerry Morgan Park. The teens 
claimed a victory this year, but the staff is  
already training for next year!  

 
 Friends of the Library hosted their annual din-

ner program at Atillio’s Restaurant. The  
dinner featured a book signing for “Sandy: Dev-
astation and Rebirth at the Jersey Shore”, pub-
lished by the Asbury Park Press. 

 
 The grand opening of the new Teen Zone was 

held in June. The new location will provide  
diverse and fun programs to enrich the lives of 
our teens, and offering a welcoming, safe  
environment to study, do homework, read a good 
book or surf the web.  

 
 Our new Senior Space was created on the First 

Floor.  Our  Large Print collection was moved 
into the former YA  section, providing ample  
shelf  space for our fiction and audiobook collec-
tions and more browsing room for our book-
hungry patrons.  

 

July  
 

 After being closed for nearly a decade, our 
grand Broadway entrance reopened! Patrons 
were thrilled to walk back through the majestic 
Carnegie doors they remembered so well.  

 An “Organic Gardening” program featured  
ways to recycle natural substances, avoid 
chemicals and utilize organic lawn care.   

 
 Hosted the extremely successful "Bridge Build-

er in Petticoats: Emily Roebling and the Brook-
lyn Bridge” program.  

 
 Over one hundred visitors attended our special 

animal program “Snakes & Scales.” Bill Bosen-
berg brought his traveling zoo of reptiles and 
amphibians for an afternoon of unique and in-
formative entertainment. 

 
 The Elberon Branch hosted Ovid’s Metamor-

phoses performed by the Shakespeare Theater 
of NJ. Visitors brought lawn chairs and snacks, 
relaxing while being entertained by the very 
best. 

  

August 

 “Digging into the Past—Using the Federal Cen-
sus Records,” was presented by the Monmouth  

 



 

 

This is a good place to briefly, but 

effectively, describe your product 

or services.  

TITLE TEXT  

 County Genealogy Society. 

 “Dig into Composting: Science and Art”  was spon-
sored by the Rutgers Master Gardeners of Mon-
mouth County. Visitors learned how to compost 
using yard waste and house garbage, saving time 
and money.  

 The Elberon Branch presented  “A Musical Sa-
lute to Molly Picon,” performed by Diane Cypkin. 

 We ended our Summer Reading Club with a Lego 
Party! During this special family event visitors 
watched Lego movies and designed their very own 
Lego masterpieces! A fun time was had by all! 

September 

 We celebrated Latino cultures and National His-
panic Heritage Month with a fiesta attended by 
hundreds of guests! The fiesta featured live music, 
free snacks and traditional dances.  

 
 Shoes were collected during our Shoes for Fines 

drive. Gently-used shoes were donated by patrons 
who were forgiven $2 in fines per pair.! The shoes 
were  then shipped away to help those in need.  

 
 Visitors learned how to save money on their heat-

ing costs and also were provided  with free health 
screenings during our Energy Assistance Day – 
provided by New Jersey Natural Gas.  

 
  Clearwater Festival  on the Great Lawn –Library 

Outreach table. 

October 

 Jack Kearns was sworn in as a new Long Branch 
Free Public Library Board of Trustee . Welcome 
Jack! 

 
 Our third annual Library Champions Dinner was  

held at Branches Catering .This year’s Champi-
ons were:  

 
Dr. Mary Jane Celli - Community Leader  
Champion 
Mr. Alfred Peskoe - Adult Champion 
Ms. Victoria Cattelona- Teen Champion 
Ms. Ruchi Asthana- Children’s Champion 
Ms. Shirley Goldenberg- Elberon Champion 
 

 Long Branch poet Emmanuel di Pasquale read 
from his acclaimed translation of Dante's La Vita  

      Nuova,  and discussed Dante’s influence on 
       English literature. 
 
 Local collector Glenn Vogel discussed “Bottling the 

Past”  and the Long Branch bottling companies 

before Prohibition. Presented with the Long 
Branch Historical Association. 

        
 Our annual Halloween parade continued. Children 

of all ages enjoyed games and crafts.  Even the 
staff got into the spirit, dressing in costume as their 
favorite Dr. Seuss characters.  

 

   November 

 Nathan Fishman, dedicated advocate and support-
er of the Elberon Branch Library, passed away on 
November 10th, 2013. He was a true library cham-
pion and will be greatly missed. 

 
 Free Job Searching Seminar – “Powerful First Im-

pressions: How to Get Hired Now!” was  presented 
by Barry Cohen, Certified Career Counselor . 

 
 Author Talk & Signing – “Under the Table with Dor-

othy Parker”  was presented by Kevin Fitzpatrick, 
President of the Dorothy Parker Society and au-
thor of a new Dorothy Parker Cocktail Guide. He  
shared tales of Prohibition, bathtub gin and the Al-
gonquin Round Table. Presented with the Long 
Branch Historical Association.  

 
 Photographer Marion Costa displayed her photos 

of Super Storm Sandy to mark the one-year anni-
versary of the storm. 

 
 SAT Practice Test with study tips was hosted by 

Sylvan Learning Center. 
 

 December  

 A very special guest from the North Pole visited 
the Kidsz Club.  

 
 The annual Friends Holiday Party was held at a 

member’s home, with dinner and “White Elephant” 
gift exchange.  

 
 “Lego Time @ Your Library” was enjoyed by en-

thusiastic builders of ages. 
 
 We continued our annual Food for Fines pro-

gram, collecting nonperishable food items for the 
St. James Food Pantry, in return for amnesty on 
delinquent library accounts.  

 
 Our Local History Display featured restored  

photos from the library’s historical clipping file, 

from more than twenty years of local news re-

porting.   



 

 

PEOPLE 
 

Total Library Visits 

170,554 
 

Programs & Attendance 

  23,949  
  450 Children’s Programs 

  11,000 Children’s Attendees 

 

Volunteer Hours 

 3207 hours 
 

Summer Reading Program 

 
   1153 Total Attendees 

   3380 Books Read 

   
Children’s Programs offered at Main & Elberon Branch:  450 

94% of Americans ages 16 
and older say that having 
a public library improves  

the quality of life in a  
community  

 Among parents with minor 
children, 70% say that a 

child in the house visited a 
public library in the past 12 

months 

90% of Americans ages 16 
and older said that closing 

their local library would 
have an impact on their 
community! Two-thirds 

said it would affect them 

Over half of Americans  
ages 16 and older have 

used a public library in the 
past 12 months and 72% 

of Americans live in a 
“library household” 



 

 

This is a good place to briefly, but 

effectively, describe your product 

or services.  

TITLE TEXT  

BOOKS & MORE 
 

Items Borrowed 

157,598 
 

Public Computer Use 

32,551 
 

Website Visits 

96,355 
628 Facebook friends 
844 Twitter followers 
 

Reference Questions Answered 

48,172 

 

Your library offers over 100,000 
items  including : 
 Books 
 DVDs 
 BluRays 
 E-books 
 Foreign Films 
 Large Print Materials 
 Current magazines 
 Learn English Items 
 Newspapers 
 Music CDs 
 World Language Materials 



 

 

 
The Children’s Room is the vibrant, fun place to 
be!  Linda Wurzel, Children’s Room Manager 
and Library Associate Kathy Chapman are ded-
icated to the children of Long Branch and work 
tirelessly to ensure that the department is filled 
with literary treasures, new children’s books 
and more. Visit the library on any given day, 
and there is usually something wonderful hap-
pening in our  Children’s Room. We offer  
music and story programs for infants, toddlers, 
and preschoolers; activities and book discus-
sion groups for school-aged kids; special 
events for families; programs for parents and 
caregivers, and much more.   

We provide a rich children’s collection including 
books, magazines, music, movies, audio books, 
games, materials in other languages, resources 
for parents and child care providers, reference 
books, databases and computer stations.  
 
Children’s staff are available by appointment 
to visit classes, preschools and youth groups to 
provide information, library cards, book sharing,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
storytelling and more. The Children’s Room 
serves  youth in fifth grade and below as well 
as parents, caregivers, educators, librarians 
and other children’s literature scholars and en-
thusiasts. Children’s programs both at Main Li-
brary and Elberon library include Story Time, 
Kidz Club, Toddler Time, Family Fun, Table 
Program, School Visits Story Time, Children’s 
Book Club, and Summer Camp Visits Story 
Time 

Special Children’s Programs included a Win-
ter Party, Halloween and Purim Parades, Na-
tional Children’s Book Week, Summer Reading 
Club Kick -Off Party, Visits from the Fire, Police 
and Public Works Departments, Full Effects 
Magic Show, Lake House Academy Music Pro-
gram, National Library Week Book Raffle, Mon-
mouth County Parks Visits, Books For Kids, 
Santa’s Visit, Hanukkah Party and more.  
 

 

Children’s Services 



 

 

Public Computer use Children’s Room: 7,060  
Public Computer use - Elberon Branch:  (children & adults) 3,200   

Children’s Programs offered at Main & Elberon Branch:  450 
Children’s Programs at Main & Elberon Branch: 11,000 attendees 

 

Children’s  @ a Glance 



 

 

 
The Long Branch Free Public 
Library consistently strives 
to offer teen programs that 
are fun and educational. In 
2012, teens attended a vari-
ety of dynamic teen pro-
grams, including Teen Time, 
Club 328, Book Club, Home-
work Help, Anime Club and 
other programs.  
 
Club 328: Club 328, our 
gaming club, has run suc-
cessfully for over five years 
and is offered during the 
summer. This program offers 
the teens the opportunity to  

 
play the latest games and 
gaming systems. With over 
twenty sessions and an 
attendance of 327 it is ap-
parent that Club 328 re-
mains one of our most 
attended teen program. 
Book Club: Once a month 
we offer a tween and teen 
book club were teens are 
offered a chance to debate 
their views on the selected 
book of the month. 
 
Homework Help: Teens also 
have the opportunity to 
have homework help after  

 
school.  From 5:30-6:30pm 
teens are helped with any 
subject that they require 
help with. Mini notebooks 
are provided to help the 
teens with research on any 
projects for school.  On Fri-
day’s we have a teen volun-
teer who helps with math 
tutoring. 
 
Special Programs and 
Events: Throughout the year 
other great programs are 
offered for our teens includ-
ing silent library, summer 
reading kick-ball game, sum-

Teen Services 



 

 

mer reading, Sweet Tees, 
craft projects and much 
more!  Silent library is based 
on a game show were teens 
must complete challenges 
within a certain amount of 
time without making a 
noise. At the end of the 
game teens are given prizes 
if they can stay quite. Teens 
enjoyed this program and 
were able to tell their friends 
about this cool program that 
they attended.  
 
During the summer we have 
a summer reading program. 
To start the program we 
have an annual kick-ball 
game that’s staff against 
teens.  Teens and staff play a 
full game of kick-ball until 

there is a winner. The teens 
had another victory  in 2013. 
However, they won’t be so 
lucky in 2014. Other clubs 
that are offered are reading, 
anime, and writing club. 
Teens can discuss their views 

on the latest anime, and 
books. Over all the teens en-
joy coming to the Library 
and love what we offer. We 
hope to continue our suc-
cess and have an even great-
er year in 2014! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Adult Services consists of the Reference De-
partment, Local History Room, World Lan-
guages, Adult Literacy and our Adult Volun-
teer Program. The primary responsibilities of 
the Reference Department are to help patrons 
focus their search for information and recom-
mend reliable sources, and to aid patrons in 
obtaining books for study and recreational 
reading. To maintain a balanced collection of 
up-to-date information on a variety of topics, 
the Adult Services Department is responsible 
for materials management on an ongoing ba-
sis.  This includes subscription databases, cir-
culating magazines and nonfiction books, and 
the Reference Collection.  Adult Services is 
supervised by Janet Birckhead, Senior Librari-
an with support staff including Christine 
Crowder and Katey O’Connell. 

 
Nonfiction and Reference Collection:  
The adult collection housed on the lower level 
of the Main Library includes books, eBooks, 

microfilm, magazines, and reference subscrip-
tion databases.  There are non-fiction books, 
a browsing collection of magazines and local 
newspapers, reference materials, Outspoken 
Library Kiosk for service to the visually disa-
bled offered in partnership with The Talking 
Book and Braille Center, three word proces-
sors and eleven adult public internet comput-
ers. The magazine collection contains 136 
subscriptions housed on the lower level.  Each 
year, the shelves are re-labeled, with attrac-
tive signs highlighting the new magazines the 
library will be adding in the coming year.  
Christine Crowder maintains the magazines, 
Long Branch Newspaper Clipping Collection 
and Library Archives.  The Adult Services staff 
helps customers locate materials, and search 
the library’s databases.  They issue guest 
passes for the public and help people using 

the public computers.  
 

Adult Services 



 

 

Public Internet: We provide 11 public internet 
computers and three word processors on the 
lower level for adult and teen public computer 
access, in addition to the Outspoken Library 
Kiosk for the visually disabled and one library 
catalog.   
 
Non-Fiction Book Club:  
Janet Birckhead moderates the Nonfiction 
Book Club. There are a dozen active members 
of the club. There is a great deal of variety in 
the book selections, which typically include 
armchair travelling and several biographies or 
memoirs.  We usually  feature books appropri-
ate for Black History Month, Women’s History 
Month, and National Poetry Month.  Members 
vote on selections for the following season 
each April.  
 
Adult Programming:   
In an attempt to better serve the community, 
adult programs were varied.  In September, we 
were proud to resume our celebration of Latino 
cultures during Hispanic Heritage Month with a 
“Fiesta at Your Library!” which was attended by 
500 community members of all ages. Entertain-
ment included a DJ and dancing, free snacks, 
face painting, a free Zumba class, Afro-Cuban 
drummers and dances performed 
by two local Hispanic dance 
groups. Prizes were raffled off dur-
ing a “Tour the Library” Passport 
program, completed by 50 library 
visitors. Several local organiza-
tions, including the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, provided 
free information for visitors. 
 
Other programs during 2013: MLK, 
Jr. movie program, Muslim Book-
shelf Grant Program, Black History 
Month Drumming & Dance Pro-
gram,  Author Talks, Genealogy 
Programs, Monthly Family Film 
Days, Lego Parties, Local Poet 
Program, Gardening Programs, 
“Meet the Wolves!” Program, New 
Year’s Eve Film Festival,  Emily 
Roebling & the Brooklyn Bridge  

Program,  Free Job Interviewing Seminar and 
Joint Programs with the Long Branch  Histori-
cal Association and Special Displays.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Long Branch Free Public Library has an  
extensive collection of books on New Jersey that 
are kept in the Local History Room. Approximately 
one fifth of the collection focuses on Monmouth 
County.  The library’s Special Collections treasures 
that showcase the history of Long Branch and the 
surrounding towns, are the jewel of the library’s 
collections.  Most of the Special Collections  are 
kept in the Local History Room, which is open to the 
public on Tuesdays from 11:00 to 2:00 or by  
appointment.  Senior Librarian Janet Birckhead has 
been managing the Local History Room, assisted by 
Preservation Consultant Elsalyn Palmisano and var-
ious student interns and volunteers from Rutgers 
University’s School of Communication and  
Information.   
 
The major Special Collections located in the Local 
History Room, listed in order of time period covered, 
include the Durnell Collection (North Jersey Shore 
Resort Era Collection), the Daniel I. Hennessey  
Collection, the Robert Van Benthuysen Monmouth 
County & New Jersey Collection, the Elsalyn 
Palmisano Collection for the Local History Room, 
and the George H. Moss Jr. Collection.   
 
The Long Branch Free Public Library has an  
extensive microfilm collection as well.  It includes 
four local newspapers: selected issues of  the “Long 
Branch News,” published during the Civil War; an 

incomplete but substantial run of the “Long Branch 
Daily Record” from 1900 to 1975; an almost  
complete run of the “Atlanticville” from 1976 to 2005, 
and a complete run of the “Link News” from 2001 to 
2005. (Print copies of the “Atlanticville” and the “Link 
News” from 2006 to present are available.)  The  
microfilm also includes city directories and the 
scrapbooks from the Durnell Collection.   
 
Two other special collections located on the lower 
level are the Long Branch Newspaper Clipping  
Collection and the Library Archives.  The Long 
Branch Newspaper Clipping Collection, begun in the 
year 2000, contains tens of thousands of newspaper 
clippings taken  from the “Asbury Park Press,” the 
“Atlanticville” and the “Link News” and arranged by 
subject and year.  A number of photographs from 
this collection were featured in the display case out-
side the Local History Room in December.  The 
 Library Archives contains records relating to the 
history of the library.   
 
For the third year in a row, Local History Librarian 
Janet Birckhead and Volunteer Preservation  
Consultant Elsalyn Palmisano represented the  
library at Archives Day.  Volunteer Mary Hussey and 
Director Tonya Badillo also attended. Library  
Assistant Chris Crowder, who is a member  of the 
board of the Long Branch Historical Association, 
volunteered her time to help man the LBHA table.  
Eighty-five people stopped at the library’s table.   

Local History  



 

 

In addition to the Local History Librarian Janet  
Birckhead, six volunteers and staff members  
worked on maintaining the library’s special collec-
tions and improving access to them during 2013.  
Retired library director and preservation expert 
Elsalyn Palmisano continued to volunteer her ser-
vices as a consultant to the Long Branch Free Pub-
lic Library.  This year she supervised two library 
school students from Rutgers University, Katherine 
Van Der Wende, who served as an intern, and Mary 
Hussey, who served as a volunteer.  In 2013, 
Elsalyn’s major accomplishments included arrang-
ing for retiring Monmouth University President Paul 
Gaffney to speak at the library, obtaining a donation 
of postcards and articles pertaining to George 
Moss, and arranging the loan of materials from the 
library’s Special Collections to Monmouth County 
Archivist Gary Saretsky for Archives Day.   From 
January through November, Elsalyn volunteered 
374 hours, while Mary put in 116 hours and Kat put 
in 131.  Altschul Medical Library Director  Fred 
Pachman volunteered four hours. 
 
Library Assistant Christine Crowder maintains the 
Long Branch Newspaper Clipping Collection,  
assisted by students from Monmouth University’s 
Experiential Education program.  She also assists 
Local History Librarian Janet Birckhead with filing 
documents in the Library Archives. Library Assistant 
Janice Grace has been working on digitizing  
photographs belonging to the library archives, in 
anticipation of the library’s centennial celebration in 
2016.  In the years to come, Janice plans to scan 
other special collections and incorporate them into 
what will become a searchable database.  She also 
researched the history of the East Long Branch 
Reading Room and Library Association, which 
eventually became the public library, and the history 
of the library’s Carnegie building on Broadway.   
Library Assistant Katey O’Connell curates book dis-
plays on a variety of timely topics each month.  
 
The Long Branch Free Public Library is continuing 
to have the “Long Branch Daily Record” digitized.  
In 2013, we added 1920 and 1921.  The discs can 
be viewed in the Local History Room.   
 
The library received a donation of an additional 
copy in good condition of An Album of Long Branch: 
A Series of Photographic Views, with Letter-Press 
Sketches, by J. H. Schenck, published in 1868.  
This fascinating book is also available on microfilm 
on the lower level. 
 
Intern Katherine Van Der Wende processed the 
George H. Moss Jr. Collection and created a finding 

aid that can be viewed in the Local  History Room. 
Volunteer Mary Hussey completed scanning the 
library’s historic postcard collection. 
 
Brookdale Community College is dismantling the 
New Jersey Room’s clipping and pamphlet files.  
BCC donated a massive collection of pamphlets, 
newspaper clippings, and ephemera on Monmouth 
County to Elsalyn Palmisano.  She is donating the 
majority of these materials to the library as part of 
the Elsalyn Palmisano Collection for the Local His-
tory Room, established in 2008. 
 
In September, Local History Librarian Janet Birck-
head submitted a grant proposal for microfilming 
and digitization of the “Atlanticville” and the “Link 
News,” from 2005    to the present, to the New Jer-
sey Historical Commission.   
 
The staff responsible for the Local History Room 

and special collections also attended a large  num-

ber of preservation-related workshops, confer-

ences, and webinars in 2013.   



 

 

 

In 2013, over 8,000 adults and teens visited the Technology and Career Center at the Main 
Library.  Job-seeking and career development has been identified as one of the primary ser-
vices of public libraries across the country. The trend of businesses and government agen-
cies requiring online applications and license renewals increases yearly  and The Long 
Branch Public Library remains at the forefront of this growing need.  Lisa Kelly, Library Asso-
ciate,  supervises the Technology and Career Center. 
 

Open Lab Sessions:  Within the Center, we offer Open Lab sessions. Open Lab sessions are 
designed to meet the needs of library users that are conducting educational, research or ca-
reer based activities. For leisure use, we encourage our users to visit the public internet 
computers located on the lower level. Last year, we offered four morning sessions, one 
evening session, and two afternoon sessions  resulting in 4,386 Open Lab visits. On any nor-
mal business day in the Technology and Career Center, you may find users creating their re-
sumes, searching for jobs and submitting online job applications, filling out government 
forms, getting their very first email account and learning how to use the computer.  
 
Job Search Help: Last year, we offered personalized resume writing service and we trained 
users on our Job and Career Accelerator database to teach them sustainable career devel-
opment skills.  In November, we offered a free job interviewing seminar to teach users how 
to ace an interview and get the job they want. 
 

Fresh Start Program: The library offers many resources, services and programs to help en-
sure a successful and positive transition back into society for those formerly incarcerated. 
We continued the Fresh Start program, which was designed and introduced in 2010 specifi-
cally for job searchers with prior arrests. The program includes 11 free, ½ hour sessions with 
a trained, friendly staff member that will assist in developing a job search plan. This plan 
identifies the immediate job search needs of the client and offers a personal strategy to help 
meet those needs. Based upon this job search plan, privately scheduled sessions will include 
computer instruction; resume writing sessions and online job searching assistance.  
 

Basic Computer Literacy: Throughout the spring, weekly classes continued in both basic and 

advanced levels of instruction. Each class ran for one hour and offered lessons on a multitude 

of computer skills including learning to use the mouse, internet skills, setting up email, Mi-

crosoft Office and more.   

 

Technology and Career Center 



 

 

 

 

As a thriving urban library, we serve a diverse community by offering relevant and necessary 
services that remain a lifeline for those in need.  The Library’s Diversity and Literacy Services 
continues to offer innovative and free resources such as the Fresh Start Re-Entry Program, 
the Virtual Career Center, and  the Job and Career Accelerator from Learning Express . These 
programs, along with our ongoing weekly services  such as ESL and Citizenship classes,  and 
Teen Tech Time continue our tradition of  reaching out to the community and providing sup-
port to those who are unemployed and underrepresented.  Library Director Tonya Badillo 
serves as Literacy/Diversity Coordinator.  She is assisted part-time by Lisa Kelly, Library Asso-
ciate in charge of Outreach & Publicity and Nekesha Marshall, Teen Manager.   

World Languages  
Libraries are known for providing a safe haven for the new immigrants of our country. “From 
the turn of the 20th Century, when European immigrants began arriving in large numbers, 
until today- libraries have been places that new Americans turn to for information and assis-
tance.” (ALA, 2010).  Our World Language collection seeks to continually support this tradi-
tional role of libraries,  and  includes adult fiction and non-fiction, children’s materials, audio 
books, periodicals in both Portuguese and Spanish.  

Diversity and Literacy Services 
Through diversity and literacy programming, the Long Branch Public Library seeks to allevi-
ate any linguistic, economic, and educational disparities that might hinder others from fully 
using our library and its resources. Therefore, we offer programs such as free ESL classes,   
Citizenship classes, Teen Programs and Book Clubs,  Homework Help, and more. Our city is 
more diverse than ever and we continue to work hard to address the needs of our commu-
nity and provide relevant, educational and fun programs for everyone.  
 

Literacy Classroom:   
School District Tutors & More: School and community tutors meet with students of all ages 
and they are based in the Literacy Classroom, which contains four internet-connected com-
puters, with a printer and copier.  The school district provides supplies for the tutors  which 
are kept in a locked closet.  The K45 Philanthropy Club, local Girl Scout Troops, and the local 
branch of GLSEN  have meetings in the Literacy Classroom one Saturday each month.   
 
Learn English Classes: English classes are held in the literacy classroom and students are 
supplied with all necessary materials.  Classes are led by a dedicated and friendly teacher, 
Mr. Emmanuel Itzol.    

Literacy and Diversity Services 



 

 

The Long Branch Free Public Library consist-
ently strives to maintain a visible presence in 
the community by providing information about 
our services to local organizations and by pub-
licizing our programs and services in local 
print, online and broadcast resources.  
 

Outreach: Throughout 2013 the library contin-
ued to work with the LB Arts Council, LB His-
torical Association and the City of LB on 
citywide events including Art in the Park and 
Safe Night Out.  Lisa Kelly, our Outreach and 
Publicity Manager  served as library liaison to 
the LB Arts Council and coordinated a library 
outreach table for Art in the Park.  We also 
tried a new event this year, the Clearwater 
Festival, which moved to Long Branch in Sep-
tember.  Once again, we hosted the NJ Natural 
Gas Energy Assistance Program and Horizon 
Health Outreach Van, connecting 78 visitors 
with vital services.   We participated in Mon-
mouth Medical Center’s “Roll Out the Ribbons” 
Community Cancer Awareness Program, col-
lecting ribbons and donations in memory of 

loved ones who battled cancer.  We provided 
information about library programs and ser-
vices to every employee of the LB Public 
School district, making sure they knew they 
were entitled to a free library card.  
 

Publicity: Lisa Kelly writes the Library Page 
that appears each month in the Link News and 
prepares press releases sent to the local 
newspapers, local news and radio stations and 
is responsible for posting library events on 
Long Branch’s Cable Channel  20 in Long 
Branch. She utilizes several local online events 
resources  to  publicize the library’s  programs 
and services to as many members of the larger 
community as possible.    
 

Virtual Services: Tara Sullivan manages our 
publicity for social media including Twitter, Fa-
cebook, Pinterest, YouTube,  and our website.  
This year we had over 96,000 website visitors, 
628  Facebook friends and 844  Twitter follow-
ers!  

 

Outreach and Publicity 



 

 

Friends of the Library 

 
The Friends of the Long Branch Free Public Library is an organization devoted to supporting 
the mission and work of the library. In addition to assisting with library-sponsored activities, 
the Friends volunteer their time and provide financial support for special programs such as 
lectures and author talks.  
 
Library Advocacy & Support: The Friends of the Library contributed funds to the library to sup-
port programs and activities. In 2013, the group contributed $500 for the purchase of a Flip 
Video Camera and Legos and $100 to purchase refreshments for the program and reception 
featuring Monmouth University President Paul Gaffney. The group also purchased staff incen-
tive prizes for our monthly “Get Caught Doing Something Good” contest – the staff winner re-
ceives a $15 gift card to Dunkin Donuts.  
 
Elberon Book Club & Meetings Friends of the Library: The Friends of the Library host the 
 Elberon Book Club, which has about 20 members. The book club meets at the Elberon 
Branch on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm. The monthly meeting of the Friends 
of the Library follows the book club. The Friends of the Library holds an annual dinner pro-
gram in June, featuring an author talk and book signing on a variety of interesting and enter-
taining topics.  Each December, the groups hosts a  holiday party held at a member’s home. 
 
In March, the Elberon Book Club was a Big Read book discussion site for A Lesson Before 
Dying by Ernest J. Gaines, in partnership with the Brookdale Community College Center for 
Holocaust, Human Rights & Genocide Education (CCHANGE.) 
 
The Friends of the Library welcomes new members all year long! 

 

 



 

 

Elberon Branch Library is located in the Elberon section of Long Branch. The department is 
staffed by the Branch Manager, Linda Wurzel, one part-time library assistant, Kathy Chapman, 
and a summer-season temp, Miranda Richardson who joins the staff during expanded hours of 
the busy summer months.  The staff works all year round to ensure that the loyal library users of 
this quaint, beautiful building enjoy popular fiction, computers, children’s programs and more!  
This year, we held two special summer series programs at Elberon Branch Library.  Children’s 
programs are held once every week on Wednesday afternoons and popular class visits are 
scheduled on Friday mornings.   The library hosts community meetings for the  Elberon Book 
Club, Friends of the Long Branch Free Public Library, Long Branch Historical Museum Association, 
and the Long Branch Women’s Club meetings. Some of our most popular adult programs this 
year included Ovid’s Metamorphoses performed by the Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey and  
A Musical Tribute to Molly Picon, star of the Yiddish stage, performed by Professor Diane Cypkin.  
  
This year the Elberon Library staff and community mourned the loss of a true library champion, 
Mr. Nathan Fishman.  He was a skilled and successful lawyer, a decorated veteran of World War 
II, and above all a man who loved and lived for his family.  He was born and grew up in Jersey 
City, N.J., and educated at the public schools. He was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of New York 
University, and received his law degree with honors from the Harvard Law School.  He was 
among the first to be drafted in 1941, and he went directly from Harvard Law School to service 
as a private in the Army in the months before Pearl Harbor. He left the Army as a Captain in 
1945, having fought with his unit from the Normandy Beaches in June 1944 to the Elbe River,  
earning a Bronze Star for bravery at the Battle of the Bulge.   He returned to civilian life as a law-
yer in private practice, starting in Jersey City and then moving to Union, N.J. In an era of large 
firms and specialized law, he prospered as a sole practitioner and a generalist. He remained in 
active practice into his eighties, with an office in Elberon, N.J.   Hi summer home in Elberon had 
been a particular joy for Mr. Fishman , his wife Ruth and their family, and they shared  a special 
attachment to the  Elberon Library.  He and his son Clifford  were instrumental in the transition 
of the library from a private institution to a branch of the Long Branch Free Public Library.  
 
A man of remarkable warmth and friendliness, he was the center of a large group of long-term 
friends, almost all of whom he outlived. But his family always came first, and his greatest joy was 
to be with his wife, his children, and his grandchildren.  

 
His service to the Elberon Branch Library is marked by the “Nathan Fishman Room” in the new 
addition. 
 
 

 

Elberon Branch 



 

 

 

 

 

We are deeply grateful to donors and volunteers, all of whom 

make it possible for The Long Branch Free Public Library  

to continue essential services that people in Long Branch and  

surrounding areas can count on every day.  

 
In Memory of 

Mr. Nathan Fishman 

A True Library Champion 


