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Key dates

›› Deadline for receipt of applications 
Friday April 1, 2016

›› Shortlist announced  
Thursday April 7, 2016

›› UK Trade & Export Finance Conference 2016 
Wednesday June 15, Liverpool

›› UK National Awards for Export Excellence 
Ceremony & Gala Dinner 
Wednesday June 15, Liverpool
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About the awards

The UK National Awards for Export Excellence 2016 will celebrate and 
commemorate the achievements of the UK’s exporters over the last year, 
rewarding excellence across a range of sectors and geographical regions.  
These awards reward export excellence in a chosen discipline, and companies 
of all sizes are eligible to enter. They will be judged by an independent panel  
of experts from some of the UK’s leading institutions.

From January 2016 all UK exporters will be invited to submit their entries 
for consideration, with the winners being announced at a black-tie awards 
ceremony on the evening of June 15.

Prior to the awards ceremony the UK Trade & Export Finance Conference 2016 
will take place in Liverpool. This annual event will provide a crucial forum for the 
UK’s business, government and financial sectors to meet and discuss ongoing 
trade priorities ahead of the evening’s proceedings.

All entrants to the UK National Awards for Export Excellence 2016 will receive  
2 complimentary passes to the conference.

Both events feature as part of the International Festival for Business 2016.

www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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Categories

With awards covering the breadth of the industry there really is a category to highlight every 
company’s successes:

›› Best first-time export

›› Largest UK export (with UK content)

›› Supply Chain Excellence

›› Excellence in exporting to  
Sub-Saharan Africa

›› Excellence in exporting to Mena

›› Excellence in exporting to Asia-Pacific

›› Excellence in exporting to Europe

›› Excellence in exporting to The Americas

›› Innovation in exporting

›› Best use of UK Export Finance

www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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Key dates

›› Deadline for receipt of applications 
Thursday March 24, 2016

›› Shortlist announced  
Thursday April 7, 2016

›› Judging Day 
May 2016 (exact date TBC)

›› UK National Awards for Export Excellence 2016 
Wednesday June 15, St George’s Hall, Liverpool

Deadline for entries: Thursday March 24, 2016

›› Extensive local, national and international media 
exposure for your company

›› The chance to benchmark your business against 
peers and competitors

›› Boost staff morale, celebrating their hard work and 
commitment

›› Highlight to customers and clients that they are 
associated with the best in class 

Who can enter?

Entries are open to all UK-based exporting companies of 
any size and from any sector. 

Why enter?

Awards are a great way to raise the profile of your business, 
create employee recognition and increase confidence in 
your business!

Competing in such a hard-fought contest can be an 
incredible boost for any business, both internally for the staff 
and externally with customers and throughout your industry. 
Participation produces a real buzz and here are a few 
reasons why entering could be good for your business: 

www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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How to enter?

Entering the UK National Awards for Export 
Excellence 2016 is straightforward and easy, 
enabling any organisation, regardless of size 
or sector, the opportunity to compete for 
recognition in the field of exporting.

Follow these steps to craft your winning entry!

1.  Visit www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk

2.  Decide which categories best suit your business 
and achievements. Download the relevant judging 
criteria.

3.  Download the entry form to help you structure 
your report.

4.  Write your report for each category, following 
the guidelines stated. Make sure to address the 
judging criteria of your chosen category. 

5.  To support your written entry, up to five pieces 
of supporting material can be included. This 
material should include information or evidence 
which you consider to be helpful to the judging 
process, this could include: pictures or images 
of work, statistics, graphs, a screen shot from a 
video or web activity, testimonials, copy of a press 
advertisement, image of a product.

6.  Once you have written your report in the entry 
form provided, you are ready to upload your 
submission.

7.  Place your report and supporting files into a zip 
folder.

8.  Visit www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk and 
click on the ‘enter’ tab

9.  Complete the online entry form. You will need 
to complete a separate online form for each 
category you enter.

10.  Upload the zip folder containing your report and 
supporting material.

11.  Click submit.

12.  You’ve just entered!
If you have any questions please contact 
awards@hennikgroup.com

www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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How are the awards judged?

Stage One: The application

›› Judges are allocated to the award category specific to their 
specialism. 

›› Each entry will be assessed by a minimum of two independent, 
unconnected judges.

›› The judges will evaluate your entry and supporting material and 
score it against the category judging criteria. The judges will 
give credit to effective projects, innovative practices and creative 
ideas rather than big budgets. 

›› Each judge will provide a score for the entry with the total 
of these scores determining the shortlist and the companies 
progressing to the second round of judging.

How are the awards judged?

Stage Two: The judging day

›› Following the announcement of a shortlist for each 
category, the judges will meet face-to-face for judging day. 
Applicants are not required to attend.

›› At the judging day, each set of category judges will 
discuss and then choose the winner of their category.

›› The winners will not be informed prior to the evening, with 
all shortlist candidates in the frame to win their category 
on the night.

www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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Preparing a successful entry

Choose appropriate categories

Think about areas of the business where you have 
recently improved. Choose your category based 
on the areas of the business you are most proud of 
and would like recognition for.

Gather background information and involve 
your staff

Establish what evidence, information, testimonials 
and examples you will need. Ask members of 
your team to be responsible for a small section of 
the entry. Entering and winning awards are great 
for team building so involve as many people as 
possible when compiling your entry.

Start early

Experience shows that the longer you have to 
gather supporting data for your entry the better. 
Put aside some time each week to work on your 
entry, you’ll be surprised how quickly the evidence 
mounts up!

Read the judging criteria

Many entrants don’t pay enough attention to the 
judging criteria. This is where you will pick up 
points from the judges, so read the criteria and 
stick to them.

Use supporting material

These awards encourage you to support your entry 
with extra materials to enhance your case. Take 
advantage of this, consider including: testimonials 
from clients, diagrams/charts, press cuttings etc. 
Try not to make bold statements without evidence 
to support them.

Keep it brief

Following on from above, don’t add lots of 
attachments! It’s all about quality. The award 
judges will read through a vast amount of entries, 
so keep the information you include relevant. 
Only add material you feel will be beneficial to the 
judging process. Make sure your entry is clear, 
concise, easy to digest and stands out for the  
right reasons. Do not use your organisations  

sales or marketing brochure as the basis for 
your entry, as it will probably be irrelevant to your 
submission and the criteria you are trying to meet.

Speak to us

We always love to help companies identify the 
categories in which they stand the best chance of 
being recognised. If in doubt, or you want to check 
if you will be suitable for a specific category then 
just ask!

Sell yourself!

Don’t be afraid to shout about your success. 
Tell the judges about the great things you have 
achieved. You and your team did it and you deserve 
recognition for it.

Think ahead

If you win or even if you are shortlisted, make the 
most of it. Get the story on your website, send a 
press release out, write about it in your company 
newsletter, tell clients and potential clients.  
Tell everyone!

www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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FAQs

Q. Can I enter multiple categories?

A. Yes of course. There is no limit to the number of 
categories you can enter, however please check 
the judging criteria for each category to ensure it 
is suitable. It is not advisable to submit exactly the 
same entry for multiple categories, as each entry 
needs to be tailored specifically to the judging 
criteria.

Q. Does my entry have to fulfill all of the 
category criteria? What if there are some 
criteria that are not applicable to me?

A. We understand that sometimes certain criteria 
may not be applicable to all types of companies. 
The criteria helps standardize the scoring process 
and assists the judges in separating the entries. 
Applicants run the risk of being marked down if 
not all criteria are covered, however if you cannot 
answer a particular section and there is a reason 
why you have not progressed with one of the 
criteria then cover that in your entry. Or if you  
plan to cover the criteria in the future but have  
not implemented yet then explain your plans.  
If data is unavailable please explain why, or explain 
how the company is planning to address such 
issues. Don’t ignore the criteria, address it so the 
judges can see the reason behind it.

Q. Who is going to see the information I have 
provided in my entry?

A. Your entries are treated confidentially and will be 
viewed by only a handful of people. We understand 
that entries can contain commercially sensitive 
information and this will not be published or 
communicated with anyone outside of the judging 
process. Your entry will be processed by us and 
seen by the relevant category judges (judges are 
informed of the confidentiality of entries). 

Q. What happens once my entry has been 
submitted?

A. You will receive email acknowledgement to 
confirm receipt of your entry.

Q. What happens if I don’t receive a 
confirmation email after sending in my entry?

A. If you have not received a confirmation email 
within 24 hours of submitting your entry, please 
email awards@hennikgroup.com

Q. How am I judged?

A. All entries will be judged on the criteria outlined 
online. A shortlist will be selected based on the 
judge’s scores. The winner will then be decided 
from the shortlist on the Judging Day. Applicants 
are not required to attend the Judging Day.

Q. How will I know if my entry has been 
shortlisted?

A. All applicants will be contacted during 
April to be informed if their entry has been 
shortlisted. Please keep an eye on www.
exportexcellenceawards.co.uk as the exact 
shortlist date will be announced here. Companies 
will be contacted regardless of whether they have 
been shortlisted or not.

Q. What do I do if I’ve made the shortlist?

A. Shortlisted companies will be notified and 
publicised through our promotional material. 
Shortlisted companies will be asked to provide 
a company logo, photo and profile for use in 
promotional materials. The winners will not be 
informed prior to the evening, with all shortlist 
candidates in the frame to win their category  
on the night. There is no need to provide any 
additional material for the Judging Day. 

Q. When will I find out if I have won?

A. The winners will be announced on the evening 
of Wednesday June 15 at the awards ceremony 
and gala dinner in Liverpool.
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Global Trade Review (GTR)
4 Hillgate Place 
London
SW12 9ER
t: +44 (0)20 8673 9666
www.gtreview.com

The Manufacturer
Elizabeth House 
Block 2, 5th Floor 
39 York Road 
London
SE1 7NQ
t: +44 (0)20 7401 6033
www.themanufacturer.com

GOOD LUCK!
www.exportexcellenceawards.co.uk
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