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Down Under Rally 
Cruising Courses For Cruising Couples. 

Medium Range and Long Range Radio operator training. 
 

 
About the trainer; 
Tony Little is a commercial skipper, holding a Master 5 ticket enabling him to skipper commercial vessels to 24mtr (80 feet) to 
200 mile offshore. He taught SCUBA diving for 15 years, was a commercial diver for 5 years, and has sailed his own vessels 
from the bottom of Tasmania to Hinchinbrook Island and New Caledonia. 
Tony spent 5 years driving the medical emergency response vehicle at the University of Queensland, and delivered ESS and 
Coxswain courses at Gold coast TAFE. 
Tony and his wife Vicki live aboard “L’Attitudes” a 13 metre Belize FP, and have lived on the Gold Coast for 24 years. 
 
Why do this course?  
The old Marine Radio courses changed during 2016 to allow for the newer AIS and DSC devices.  
The old certificates are still accepted, but as an example, when I did my original course, I was expected to be able to send and 
receive Morse code at 15 words a minute. Times have changed. 
 
I you have a radio with DSC or an AIS transceiver you MUST HAVE an MMSI # to be able to activate it.  
 
To get an MMSI, you will need to provide Canberra with a copy of your radio operator’s licence. For more info go to 
www.amsa.gov.au/search-and-rescue/about-the-gmdss/mmsi-information/ 
 
Note; there is no longer a human “listening” service for the HF / SSB radio. Canberra has done away with all humans, so unless 
you have DSC for the Computer robot to pick up, you will get nothing.    
 
About the Course; 
The course fee INCLUDES the $85.00 that we have to send to UTAS to cover the issue of your Radio Operators licence. The 
licence like a car licence in appearance, it is a card, and as such we will need a passport photo of you to send away so please 
be sure to bring one along when you attend the course   
 
Some courses can run into days, and cover a lot of things you will never use – or be highly unlikely to. We will concentrate on 
how to use the radio, when to use it, the legal and other requirements. 
 
If you are only using VHF and so require only the SROCP you should be done by midday.  This licence is fine if you are a 
commercial Coxswain. You will still need the HF – LROCP is you are Master5 or above and this should finish about 1430.      
The course will cover radio wave propagation theory, aerials, power settings, squelch use, channel selection, simplex and 
duplex systems, AIS and DSC options, emergency channels, voice protocols, MAYDAY and SECURITE procedures, and so 
forth. Bring a pencil and notebook. 
 
Other Info; 
It is a requirement (section2, reg 15.1) that you have a copy of the Marine Radio operators Handbook aboard your vessel. It is 
available to order from the maritime college in Launceston AMC.EDU.AU. You might be able to download a copy to your 
laptop or tablet.  Whitworths used to carry them, but I haven’t seen them in store for a while. I will have my reference copy in 
the classroom. I would recommend you have one for the boat anyway, as it contains a number of very useful appendixes with 
lots of good info.  
 
Course Fee ; $165 per person (Inc. GST) (max 12 attendees)  
Date; Sunday 12th Feb 
Time; 9.00am - 2.00pm 
Location; The Boat Works, 1 Boat Works Drive, Coomera, Gold Coast Queensland 
Course Fee Includes; Issue of Licence, Tea / coffee & light lunch consisting of sandwiches & non-alcoholic 
beverages. 
To purchase tickets go to www.downunderrally.com/courses-for-cruisers 

Nationally Accredited Radio course. 
Conducted by Anthony Little. Dip T&AS, Dip WH&S, Cert IV TAE, JP(qual) AMSA and 
UTAS Invigilator SROCP, LROCP. 
 

Please note; this course is limited to 12 students.  
Only one course is scheduled at this stage. 

 


