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Japan 2015 Congress
In this issue we are showing a summary of the 
activities, plus some valuable information and 
links to related websites. Due to external rea-

“Sustainability -  Inspiring the new generation”

sons, some timetables are not defi nite yet, howe-
ver  we think it should be useful for both the as-
sistants to the congress and those who are still 
considering to participate.



Direction of travel

When Quique Diaz first suggested to me that 
we needed a world organisation for the owners 
and operators of steam trains, heritage and tou-
rist railways, museums and other vintage trans-
port on rails, I told him I thought he was crazy as 
there would be no demand for it. Admittedly this 
conversation took place when we first met at a 
conference on the island of Cuba in 1999.

He riposted that he thought there was a need 
and invited me down to Argentina to see his ope-
ration in Tierra del Fuego, which I accepted. I 
soon realised he was right, not because he nee-
ded my advice but because I needed his.

It took some time to get off the ground, with 
well attended conferences being held in Switzer-
land (2003), Argentina (2006), Australia (2009), 
United Kingdom (2012) and now in Tokyo. For-
tunately during that time the globe has shrunk, 
thanks to the Internet, Skype and cheaper airfa-
res. WATTRAIN was incorporated in 2010 and a 
Strategic Plan was formulated by Chris Le Mar-
shall in 2011 and adopted by the Board the fo-
llowing year.

So how far have we come since the early days? 
Probably not far enough but I do at least feel that 
momentum is gathering pace as our knowledge 
of what is going on out there is increasing. What 
is gratifying is that operators are coming to us 
with their problems so that it is not just a ques-
tion of WATTRAIN setting out its stall to partici-
pants in the sector who might not be interested.

In many of these instances, the problems are 
largely political, as has been the case with FE-
DECRAIL, the European Federation of which I 
am also President. While we have members sca-

ttered across the globe, the issues they face are 
not so very different. Indeed the papers being 
presented in Tokyo should be of interest to us 
all, addressing, as they do, the question of sus-
tainability.

In Europe, we have considerable experience 
of lobbying activities, which our own members 
identified as being their top priority for FEDE-
CRAIL, partly due to the fact that the European 
Union exercises legislation powers which can 
affect everyone. While I have lobbied officials 
working for the European Commission  and ad-
dressed committees of the European Parliament, 
I have also addressed the Lithuania Parliament 
(Seimas), Swedish government offices (both na-
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Ushuaia, end of the world train



tional and local) and of course United Kingdom 
politicians.

These activities have also extended to WAT-
TRAIN. In the early days, I had several meetings 
with Government ministers and local government 
officers in Argentina with Quique Diaz, our Foun-
ding Vice-President. He and I also had meetings 
in Ecuador, ably assisted by David Madden, our 
Chief Executive. We also attended conferences 
hosted by ALAF, the Latin American Railroad Fe-
deration.

In Australia, I have not only attended mee-
tings organised by our member, ATHRA, but had 
also held meetings with ministerial officials in 
Queensland and New South Wales with Chris 
Le Marshall and Andrew Moritz, chairman of our 
museums committee.

In Taiwan, after attending an APTHRO meeting, 
Lord Faulkner and I were asked by our hosts to 
intervene to save the Taipei Railway Museum 
from demolition. As it so happens, Lord Faulk-
ner is not only a Patron of WATTRAIN but also 
chairman of the UK Parliamentary delegation to 
Taiwan as well as being Deputy Speaker of the 
House of Lords. Following a joint letter, signed 
by the two of us, the Taiwanese Government re-
versed their decision.

Other issues tackled included supporting the 
transfer of historic stock operation to a railway 
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museum. A more recent intervention has been 
sought by operators in South Africa, when ques-
tionable tactics had been adopted to prevent the 
well-respected Reefsteamers from operating 
their charter trains. As a result a Federation of 
Heritage Railways of South Africa has been set 
up and has applied for membership of WATTRA-
IN.

Initially, Quique Diaz, Chris Le Marshall and I 
had thought that the setting up of an electronic 
equivalent of the Ancient World’s “Alexandria 
Library” would take priority but firefighting has 
proved more significant, aided by the fact that 
collating details of suppliers of specialist mate-
rials and services has proved longer than first 
envisaged. Also access to these can be obtained 
through other means.

The exchanges of ideas, however, and the pro-
vision of advice seem as pertinent now as in the 
early days and it makes sense to focus on these 
aspects of our activities. It is, of course, possi-
ble that with the diminution of supplies, such as 
coal, it will be helpful for the sector to combine 
to enable the purchase and/or shipment of such 
materials in greater bulk.

In the meantime, we welcome feedback from 
our members as to which matters need prioriti-
sing and, please, continue your support.

Taipei Railway Museum
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Arriving in Japan

If you have not been to Japan before, please be ready for 
most of the signs being in Japanese characters and of cour-
se the menus are!  Although restaurants do often have mo-
dels outside to show what dishes they have on offer.

Travel to the hotels
Assuming you are arriving in Tokyo there are good Engli-

sh speaking information services at both Narita and Haneda 
airports.  They can assist you will onwards transport to your 
hotel.

By Train
Travelling by train from the airport to the hotels will requi-

re a change trains at stations which are crowded.  The best 
website I can find to look up times and prices of trains is 
www.hyperdia.com . When looking up options for Omiya (the 
nearest station to the Omiya Place Hotel) please select OMI-
YA(SAITAMA) as the other OMIYA(KYOTO) is for a station in 
Kyoto about 500 miles 800km west of Tokyo.  The trains are 
frequent but require different connections.  Also they often re-
quire reservation especially if you want to travel in the green 
car which is the equivalent of first class.  I would strongly 
recommend not travelling during the Tokyo rush hour as the 
trains are super crush loaded.  Think of the London Under-
ground in the rush hour and then treble the number of people 
on each train for an idea of what it is like.

Bus Travel
The local organiser recommends taking the direct bus ser-

vice from the airport to Omiya Station, which is very close to 
the Omiya Palace Hotel.

For bus services from Narita Airport, please see the fo-
llowing website.

http://www.keiseibus.co.jp/global/en/timetable.php?id=14
It costs 2800 yen per person (one way), and takes two 

hours or more depending on road congestion.
For the Royal Pines hotel take this bus and then take the 

train from Omiya to Urawa station.
For bus services from Haneda Airport, please see the fo-

llowing website.  They also go to Urawa Station west exit for 
the Royal Pines hotel 

https://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/platform_searches/index/4/172
It costs 1540 yen per person (one way) and takes 90 minu-

tes or more, depending on road congestion.
Buses from airports arrive at west exit of Omiya Station. 

Omiya Palace hotel is three-minute walk from there.
Different buses also go to Urawa Station west exit for the 

Royal Pines hotel see the web page below for details.
http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/platform_searches/index/4/265

Public transport tickets in Tokyo area
On arrival at your hotel, our Japanese hosts will provide 

you with what is called ‘Suica’, a pre-paid IC card valid for al-
most all public transport in Tokyo area. It will also be valid for 
entering the railway museum.  This is a contactless card like 

the systems seen in Europe.  It is not valid on the Shinkansen 
which is the very fast train between Tokyo and Omiya.

Lunch
Lunch and day-time refreshment arrangements from Satur-

day 24 to Tuesday 3 November
Our Japanese hosts will be providing all lunches and re-

freshments on these days. 

Dinner
Dinner is provided except on 23, 25, 27 and 29 October, 

and 3 November. However, a light meal will be served at the 
welcome reception at 23 October. Dinner is not provided on 
27 October, because we have to leave the hotel early the 
next morning.

Day 1 (Friday, 23rd October):
15:00 - Registration commences, which will be in the foyer of 
the Omiya Palace Hotel and this will remain open.
18:30 - The welcome reception commences in the Omiya Pa-
lace Hotel.

Day 2 (Saturday 24th October):
We will be in Omiya for our first business session which will 

be held in the Railway museum, this is close to Omiya station 
and the Omiya Place Hotel.

For the location of the Railway Museum, see the following 
website.

http://www.railway-museum.jp/en/information.html
You can walk from the Omiya Palace Hotel it is about a mile 

and half.  If you don’t want to walk then there is the New Shu-
ttle, a light guided transport system attached to the viaduct 
of Shinkansen, from Omiya Station to the Railway Museum 

Omiya Palace Hotel

By Ian Leigh
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(the next stop from Omiya). You can use your ‘Suica’ IC card 
on the new shuttle train.
08:30 - Leave the Omiya Palace hotel and walk to Omiya 
station to take the New Shuttle to Railway Museum or walk 
to the Railway Museum
09:30 - Conference
11:15 - Coffee Break served just outside the conference hall 
of the museum
11:30 - Conference
13:15 - Lunch will be served just outside the conference hall 
of the museum.

14:45 - Conference
16:15 - Coffee Break served just outside the conference hall 
of the museum
16:30 - Conference
18:00 - Make your way to the Omiya Palace hotel
19:00 - Conference dinner

For those who are not staying at the Omiya Palace Hotel, 
our Japanese hosts will advise on the appropriate means of 
transport during the conference.

For the sightseeing tour for accompanying persons, the 
coach will depart from the Omiya Palace Hotel at 09:50 and 
return at approximately 17:00.  

Lunch will be provided for those participating in the sight-
seeing tour.

The destinations of the sightseeing tour will include:
Omiya Bonsai Art Museum 
(http://www.bonsai-art-museum.jp/en/)
Omiya Bonsai Village 
(http://www.stib.jp/e/tourism/omiyabonsai.html)
Hikawa Shrine in Omiya Park 
(http://www.stib.jp/e/tourism/hikawashrine.html)
Japanese doll museum in Iwatsuki District of Saitama City
(http://www.stib.jp/e/tourism/iwatsukidolls.html)

Day 3 (Sunday 25th October): 
This will be a full day excursion to Mooka Railway and Mas-

hiko

Railway museum (http://www.railway-museum.jp/en/information.html)

Mooka Station
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07:45 -  Depart Omiya Palace Hotel by Coach
10:00 -  Arrive Shimodate Station at the start of the Mooka 
Railway
10:35 -  Depart Shimodate Station to Mashiko
12:00 -  Arrive at Mashiko for lunch and a visit to a factory 
making Japanese traditional pottery.  Lunch is in Mashiko 
Town.The transport arrangements to and from the lunch and 
factory will be informed. 

http://www.mashiko-kankou.org/english/index.html
15:01 - Depart Mashiko to Shimodate Station
16:00 - Depart Shimodate Station to Omiya Palace Hotel by 
Coach

Dinner is not arranged, but there are plenty of eating facili-
ties in the vicinity of the hotel.

Day 4 (Monday 26th October):
We travel to Tokyo for our second business session. 
The conference will be held at what is called ‘Tokyo Station 

Conference’ adjacent to Tokyo (Central) Station.
07:50 - Gather in the foyer of the Omiya Palace Hotel and 
meet with the Japanese attendant
07:55 - Walk to Omyia Station
08:00 - Take a Skinkansen train to Tokyo Central It is mor-
ning rush-hour, so it will be difficult to find an empty seat, 
but it takes less than 30 minutes.  The trains leave every 3 
to 4 minutes so we will board a suitable train.
09:00 - Conference
10:30 - Coffee Break
10:45 - Conference
13:00 - Joint lunch for participants and accompanying per-
sons with the members of the Railway Preservation Society 
of Japan. Place: Tokyo Station conference centre
14:30 - Open Symposium for the general public on the heri-
tage railways in the world
17:30 - Travel to Ginza 
19:00 - Joint dinner with RPSJ members in Ginza, Tokyo’s 
best known shopping and dining district
20:35 - Coach departs for the Omiya Palace Hotel

For accompanying persons, there is a coach leaving the 

Omiya Palace Hotel around 09:00 and arriving at central Tok-
yo around 10:00. Unfortunately, most museums are closed 
on Mondays, but there will be visits to traditional Japanese 
gardens, the best department store for shopping, etc.

Accompanying persons will join the lunch at Tokyo Station 
Conference centre, and delegates who do not join the sym-
posium in the afternoon can join the sightseeing tour. Taxis 
will be provided to take the participants to the dinner venue.

Day 5 (Tuesday 27th October):
09:20 -  Depart from the Omiya Palace Hotel on foot to visit 
the JR East Omiya works. We will walk there from the Omiya 
Palace Hotel. because the works are located between Omiya 
Station and the railway museum.
10:00 -  Visit JR East Omiya works (the company calls it 
Omiya General Rolling Stock Centre officially, but it is the 
former national railways’ Omiya Works, one of the largest 
railway works in Japan). 

There will be a Class C61 steam locomotive undergoing a 
major overhaul.
12:00 - Walk from JR East Omiya works to Omiya Station

Around 13:00 We leave Omiya by Tobu Railway’s special 
train using preserved Series 8000 EMU. Lunch will be provi-
ded on board.
14:00 - We arrive at Higashi Mukojima Station, where we 
visit Tobu Museum, which is a short walk from the station.  
This is not as large as the Railway Museum, but has a 
beautiful collection including British-built old steam locomo-
tive.

http://www.japan-trip.jp/area/asakusa/tobu-museum-of-trans-
port-and-culture.html .

15:20 -  We depart from Higashi Mukojima Station for Tokyo 
Sky Tree station, trains run every 10 minutes
15:30 -  Arrive at Tokyo Sky Tree station and walk to the 
Tokyo Sky Tree.  This a new television tower of a height of 
634 meters with two observation decks at 350 meters and 
450 meters respectively. If the weather is good, you can see 
the whole of the city of Tokyo with a distant view of Mount 
Fuji. http://www.tokyo-skytree.jp/en/
18:00 - We have a short walk at Asakusa area, where a 
flavour of old Edo (Tokyo before 1868) still remains. There 

Guinza town

Tokyo Sky Tree station
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will be a light evening meal in this district, to enjoy a taste of 
Tokyo’s tradition.
19:00 - Departure of the Coach to Omiya Palace Hotel

For those of you who are continuing with the tour to Nago-
ya and Kyoto.  Our Japanese hosts have arranged for your 
large suitcases to be transported by a truck (lorry) directly 
to Kyoto (not to Nagoya) via the motorway. So please bring 
an overnight bag for your stay in Nagoya. The dress code is 
smart casual and there is no need to dress for dinner.

This is because Sinkansen trains do not have much lugga-
ge space.  Your large suitcases will be collected before our 
departure on Wednesday 28 October. 

Day 6 (Wednesday 28th October):
06:50 - Depart from Omiya Palace Hotel to Omiya Station, 
led by a Japanese attendant
07:19 - Depart from Omiya station to Tokyo Central
07:44 - Arrive at Tokyo Central Station
08:03 - Depart from Tokyo central 
09:05 - Arrive at Shizuoka station
09:10 - Departure of the coach from Shizuoka Station
11:45 - Arrive at Shin Kanaya Station
11:52 - Departure of the steam train of Oigawa Railway from 
Shin Kanaya station Lunch (traditional Japanese lunch box) 
will be served on the train.  The Oigawa Railway is Japan’s 
pioneer of preserved steam operation.

http://www.oigawa-railway.co.jp/pdf/oigawa_rail_eng.pdf

13:09 - Arrival of the steam train at Senzu station.  
14:53 - Departure of the steam train from Senzu station.
16:09 - Arrival of the steam train at Shin Kanaya station
16:15 -  Departure of the coach to Nagoya
18:50 Arrival of the coach in Nagoya at the Nagoya Marriott 
Associa Hotel
19:00 -  Dinner at “Banquet Room of Nagoya Marriott Associa 
Hotel” will be curtsey of the Central Japan Railway Company 
(JR Central), which runs Tokaido Shinkansen between Tokyo 
and Shin Osaka.

Arrangements will be make locally to look after your lugga-
ge if it is not possible to leave it on the coach.

Day 7 (Thursday 29th October):
08:50 - Meet the Japanese attendant at  foyer
09:30 - Depart Nagoya station on the Aonami Line to Kinjo-
futo station
09:54 - Arrive Kinjofuto station
10:00 - We visit to SC Maglev and Railway Park (a huge 
collection of EMU’s and Shinkansen high speed trains and 
levitation vehicles). I This is a railway museum run by the 
JR Central with a huge collection of both Shinkansen and 
conventional trains. Our visit to the Park will last for about 2 
hours.

http://museum.jr-central.co.jp/en/

12:00 - Departure of the coach to Museum Meiji-Mura
13:30 - Arrive at Museum Meiji-Mura Lunch will be served in 
the museum. Meiji-Mura is a vast open-air museum with a 
huge collection of 19th to early 20th century buildings. They 
also have early British-built steam locomotives and trams in 
working order.

http://www.meijimura.com/english/

16:30 - Depart of the coach to Kyoto
19:00 - Arrival of the Coach at the New Miyako Hotel Kyoto

Dinner is not arranged for this day. However, there are a lot 
of eating facilities around Kyoto Station, and being one of the 
most popular destination in Japan for foreign tourists.

Day 8 (Friday 30th October):
We will be visiting the Sagano Scenic Railway.

07:20 - Meet the Japanese Attendant 
07:41 - Departure of the train from Kyoto station
07:58 - Arrival of the train at Saga Arashiyama station
08:00 - Visit huge model railway diorama
09:07 - Sagano Scenic Railway train departs from Saga sta-
tion

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3965.html

09:30 - Sagano Scenic Railway train arrives at Torokko Ka-
meoka Station
10:15 -  Depart by boat on River Hozu the trip takes about 2 

River Hozu
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hours http://www.hozugawakudari.jp/en
12:00 - Arrive at Aatshiyama, where we take lunch
13:00 -  Departure of the Coach for a tour of the sightseeing 
spots in Kyoto
17:30 -  Arrival at the hotel
19:00 - The farewell dinner will be hosted by JR West, one 
of the successors of the former national railways covering 
western Honshu including Kyoto, Osaka, and Hiroshima, at 
Hotel Granvia Kyoto

Before dinner, there will be a presentation by JR West 
about the Umekoji Steam Locomotive Museum which is un-
fortunately closed during our stay in Kyoto for engineering 
works, and the new Kyoto Railway Museum which is under 
construction and due open early next year.

Day 9 (Saturday 31st October):
10:00 Walk to the to Umekoji Park, adjacent to the Umekoji 
Steam Locomotive museum for a short tour in this park, there 
are five tramcars of the former municipal tram network are 
preserved, and one of them is in working order and powered 
by a lithium ion battery)
12:49 - Depart Kyoto station to Shin Osaka station by con-
ventional rapid train
13:05 - Arrive Shin-Osaka station
13:20 -  Depart from Shin Osaka station to Hiroshima Lunch 
will be provided on board to save time
14:49 -  Arrive at Hiroshima station
15:45 -  Walk or go by tram to the Hiroshima Peace Memo-
rial Museum

http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/museums/hiros-
hima_peace_memorial_museum.html 

The hotel is run by the JR West, and directly connected to 
Hiroshima Station.

Those who do not want to visit the peace memorial mu-
seum may stay at the hotel, or take a walk on their own.

Dinner is not arranged, but a Japanese speaking attendant 
and RPSJ member accompanying you will advise you about 
dining facilities.

Day 10 (Sunday 1st November):
09:20 - Depart Hiroshima Station
09:52 - Arrive at Shin Yamaguchi Station
10:48 - Depart Shin Yamaguchi Station, by steam train for 
Tsuwano A small private railway preserved by a voluntary 
group
12:58 - Arrive at Tsuwano Station lunch will be provided on 
the steam train to save time.

Tsuwano is a lovely local town with an image of medieval 
Japan, so it will be a pleasure to take a walk around the small 
city.

http://www.jnto.go.jp/eng/location/regional/shimane/tsuwano.html
15:45 - Depart Tsuwano station by steam train
17:30 - Arrive at Shin Yamaguchi
18:44 - Depart Shin Yamaguchi
19:16 - Arrive at Hiroshima station

Dinner is not arranged but your attendant can advise you 
about dining facilities.

Day 11 (Monday 2nd November):
13:00 - Depart from Hiroshima station to the Senda Depot of 
Hiroshima Electric Railway Company, Japan’s largest tram 
operator
14:30 - Depart from Senda Depot by special tramcar to 
Hiroden Miyajima for the ferry to Miyajima and Itsukushima 
Shrine.  Lunch will be provided in the tramcar to save time.
15:20 - Arrive at Hiroden Miyajima and walk to the Ferry 
Terminal is it close by
Take the Ferry to Miyajima Island (10 minutes each way and 
there are four departures per hour). This a World Heritage 
Site and one of Japan’s most popular tourist spots.

http://www.miyajima.or.jp/english/
 Return on the Ferry to the mainland 
 For return to Hiroshima, the quickest way is by JR 

West trains, but if you wish to spend some time for dinner in 
the centre of Hiroshima, taking a tram is another choice.

Dinner is not arranged, but again, your attendants will give 
advice to you. 

Day 12 (Tuesday 3rd November):
08:00 - Depart from the hotel by coach to Tsuyama
11:00 - Arrive at Tsuyama
11:05 -  Visit the Tsuyama Locomotive Shed, a disused 
round house with a number of preserved diesel railcars (not 
in working order). There is one steam locomotive evacuated 
from Umekoji during the engineering works
15:00 - We leave Tsuyama around noon by the same coach 
for Misaki Town. Lunch will be provided. At Misaki Town we 
visit a station of closed Katagami Railway, where a volun-
teer group has restored a short section of disused track and 
run preserved diesel railcars.

Late Afternoon In the late afternoon, we continue our 
journey by the same coach, which will take us to our hotel 
by 19:00 (depending on motorway congestion). Our hotel is 
in the main building of Osaka Station. This is the Osaka’s 
central station, but please note that it is not the shinkansen 
terminal Shin Osaka. To go to Shin Osaka, five minutes by 
frequent conventional trains)

Dinner is not arranged, there are a lot of dining facilities in 
and around the hotel.

Day 13 (Wednesday 4th November):
The final journey is from Osaka to Tokyo by Shinkansen for 

our journey home.  

Shin Yamaguchi Station
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Why not join Wattrain as a Member?

Membership is open to national and regional bodies, heritage & tourist 
railways and individuals.
New and existing members will receive a downloaded 132 page ‘Report 
of the Proceedings‘ of the First Congress held in the UK in 2012.
As David Morgan says in his introduction:
“Indeed, this is an important document that every director and general 
manager of heritage and tourist railways should have on his/her desk.”

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF TOURIST TRAMS AND TRAINS

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF TOURIST TRAMS AND TRAINS

WATTRAIN

WATTRAIN

www.wattrain.net

REPORTOF THEPROCEEDINGS
Held in the UK2012

This is not part of the tour and is added as option instead of 
travelling direct to Tokyo

Steve Wood, Mary Harding and Ian Leigh will be making a 
diversion via Shuzenji and Niji-no-Sato to visit the two 15-inch 
gauge steam locomotives exported to Japan from the Ra-
venglass and Eskdale Railway.

http://www.japaneserailwaysociety.com/jrs/members/naito/rnbc/niji.
htm
09:25 - Depart Osaka Station
09:29 - Arrive Shin Osaka Station
09:40 - Depart Shin Osaka Station on Shinkansen Hikari 462
11:55 - Arrive Mishima station (deposit Luggage)

12:13 - Depart Mishima station
12:47 - Arrive Shuzenji by taxi or bus to Niji-no-Sato and return
17:07 - Depart Shuzenji
17:43 - Arrive Mishima Station (collect luggage)
17:56 - Depart Mishima Station on Shinkansen Hikari 474
18:33 - Arrive Shin Agawa station
18:50 - Depart Shin Agawa Station on Ltd. Exp Narita Express 51
20:03 - Arrive Narita Airport Terminal two
20:25 - Bus transfer to Hotel (Marroad International) from bus 
stop 27.
This timetable of Day 13 may be changed.

Tsuyama castle
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The MS6A Class of the Central Argentine Railway

In 1927 the Central Argentine Railway (FCCA – Ferro Carril 
Central Argentino, who served the central area of the country 
from Buenos Aires to Rosario, Córdoba and Tucuman) desig-
ned a powerful tank locomotive to replace their aged fleet of 
4-6-2 tank engines dating from 1908.  The initial order was for 
10 locomotives and they were built by Armstrong Withworth 
in the UK in 1927.  The locomotives, like their predecessors 
were compounds, they weighed 110 tons and a pressure boi-
ler of 200 psi. Also like their predecessors they were painted 
in a brown livery with cream lining. These big engines worked 
the non-electrified sections of the suburban lines of Buenos 
Aires simply hauling the electric multiple units, in the areas 
not yet electrified. But by the end of the 1931 the electrifica-
tion of the system was complete so there was no need for 
steam power on the passenger trains.

So the new tanks were transferred on to other work, as 
all-purpose mixed traffic engines, such as working freight tra-
ins to and from the busy Rosario Port from the surrounding 
area.

The FCCA administration then purchased another 20 en-
gines in 1930 based on their experience with the first 10 lo-
comotives the new locomotives had an increased coal and 
water capacity. The side tanks were extended forward, the 
coal bunker was extended upwards to the cab roof.  This 
made the whole engine a foot wider than its predecessor.  

The first series of 4-8-4T were called by the railway personnel 
as “Burras” (donkeys). So the new engines were called then 
“Burras grandes”(big donkeys).  These second series weigh-
ted 122 tons. The cylinders stoke was 600 mm (26”) and the 
diameters of the left cylinder was 571 (22,5”) and 800 mm 
(31,5”) the right because of the compound system.

When the railway was nationalized in 1948, all the fleet was 
still in service, it was in the 1960’s and 1970’s, when they 
were replaced by diesels.  One of the locomotives of the first 
series saved from the torch and in is now waiting for restora-
tion in a preservation center in Buenos Aires.

Wattrain’s Registered Office is Wattrain, Midland Railway Centre, Butterley, Derbyshire De5 3QZ, United Kingdom

By Luis Gutiérrez


