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ECAT SUPPORTS THE PASSAGE OF THE TPP AGREEMENT 

 
Sees the TPP as an Important Platform for Continuing to Raise Standards  

in Trade Agreements 

 
 

Washington, D.C., December 10, 2015:  Calman Cohen, President of the Emergency 

Committee for American Trade (ECAT), issued the following statement regarding the Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement that was made available to the public on November 5, 2015:   

 

“Since the release of the TPP agreement’s text on November 5, 2015, ECAT has been reviewing 

the outcomes which were achieved and consulting with our member companies – representatives 

of virtually all sectors of the U.S. economy. After a thorough review, ECAT members find much 

to support in the TPP agreement and applaud many of the outcomes achieved by U.S. Trade 

Representative Michael Froman and his team that will benefit the United States’ economy and its 

businesses – both large and small, farmers, and workers. The fast-growing Asia-Pacific region 

will be home to 3.2 billion middle-class consumers by 2030, and the TPP presents a market-

opening opportunity that the United States cannot afford to miss. The agreement is evidence that 

the United States is taking a leading role in writing the rules for 21
st
-century international trade 

and investment.   

 

While ECAT will work to support passage of the TPP agreement through the Congress, we 

understand that there are areas within the agreement and potential precedents created by the 

agreement that have raised concerns among some of our members.  We are encouraged that 

discussions are already underway between the Congress and the Administration regarding such 

areas of concern.  We look forward both to working with the Congress and the Administration to 

find a path forward on those matters and, importantly, to build support for TPP in 2016, so that 

the United States, across all industries, can begin to enjoy the benefits within the TPP agreement. 

 

# # # 

  
Founded in 1967, ECAT is an organization of the heads of leading U.S. international business enterprises 

representing all major sectors of the American economy, with annual worldwide sales exceeding $2.7 

trillion and with employment exceeding 6.5 million workers.  ECAT’s purpose is to promote economic 

growth through the expansion of international trade and investment. 
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