May 5, 2017
City of Seattle
Department of Finance and Administrative Services
Attn: Mr. Matthew Eng
P.O. Box 94689
Seattle, WA 981244689
DriverRepresentation@seattle.gov

Dear Mr. Eng:
We, the undersigned drivers and community members of Drive Forward Seattle, submit the
following public comments on the proposed rule changes released by your office on April 21,
2017.
First, in general, we are increasingly alarmed by the City’s clumsy and unprofessional
administration of this flawed ordinance. Not only was the ordinance originally passed with no
public dialogue and no input from the very people it would affect most  drivers  but the City has
ignored our voices every step of the way. Hundreds of us have offered comments, suggestions,
and testimony during this process, but we have been ignored. The release of this latest set of
rules only provides further confirmation the goal of this effort is not to help the drivers. This is not
the progressive City we know that claims to be inclusive and to care about people like us.
Second, we are extremely concerned by the Department of Finance and Administrative
Services’ sudden decision to make changes to supposedly “final” rules several months after
beginning implementation of the ordinance. How can the rules change after they were already
final? How do we know they won’t change again? Even more disturbing, none of the new
changes reflect the extensive feedback you have received from drivers. Where did these
proposed changes come from? Whose interests are you protecting with these new changes? It
certainly is not drivers.
Third, now that you have reopened the rules, we would again implore you to listen to the voices
of drivers like us and make the following changes to the rules that we have previously asked for
on many occasions:
●

Every driver affected by this ordinance should have a vote on union representation. The
City has been working on this ordinance for nearly a year and a half, and we have not
once heard the City offer any logical explanation based upon any reliable evidence or
fact as to why only certain drivers get a vote on an issue that will impact their future. Why
are you denying thousands of drivers this fundamental right?

●

Every driver that would be bound by a resulting contract should get a final vote on
whether to approve or disapprove that agreement. This has been a basic part of labor
law for decades. Why won’t you guarantee drivers a final up or down vote on the
contract. Why are you giving the right of approval or rejection to the Director?

●

Drivers should have real protections from harassment and intimidation from any
organization seeking to represent us. The rules currently include protections against
harassment by other parties but not from the organization that has the most to gain from
securing our signatures. Why won’t you provide us with these protections?

Please do not ignore these objections both to the proposed rules and to the City’s flawed
rulemaking process like you have done in the past. We cannot understand why the City didn’t
offer ANY response to Drive Forward’s February 17, 2017, letter raising a number of major
objections to approving the Teamsters’ QDR application. Our letter laid out the Teamsters’
massive conflict of interest in trying to represent independent drivers like us after years of
fighting to stop us from earning money as drivers  including fighting to keep us out of the
airport, suing to kick TNCs out of Seattle entirely, and capping the number of drivers at 150.
How could an organization whose interests directly conflict with the interests of the drivers they
seek to represent be certified as a QDR? These are serious questions  but we received no
answers. The City’s defective process has clearly not put the interests of drivers first.
In conclusion, we, the drivers and community members of Drive Forward Seattle affected by this
ordinance, implore you once again to begin protecting the interests of drivers by listening to our
concerns and revising the rules so that our privacy is protected and that every driver gets a
vote on representation and any final contract.
Respectfully submitted,
Ourang Ahdifard
Belal Ahmed
Greg Allan
Teshim Awalom
Robert Baird
David Baker
Joseph Beaumier
Kabir Bello
Alejandro Bey
Stephanie Bloom
Kathryn Bohot
Elod Boromisza
Leslie Braggs
Daniel Bretzke
Maurice Brown, Sr.

David Gilmore
Immanuel Gitamo
Jordan Goyne
Eric Grant
Anthony Gray
Ali Guireh
Jawed Hasham
Harry Hearns
Chuck Hinson
Larry Hirata
Carl Hoffman
Jon Holley
Jesse Itula
Leonard Jackson, Jr.
Matthew Janda

Steven Muskovits
Yebeta Mwiba
Mulugeta Negash
Paul Nelwan
Ramon Nunez
Kari Olson
Mohamed Omar
Gina Opacki
William Parfitt
Ryan Peart
Marianne Pence
Bradley Peterson
Lao Phan
Rosendo Plancarte
Alan Powell

Hussein Bulale
Romeo Caliboso
Kelly Callahan
Amari Carter
Marietta Cendrowski
Anthony Chatman
Gloria Cisneros
Justo Cisneros
Dylan Clissold
Teena Colacurcio
Juan Cotto
Leah Curtiss
Khoa Dang
John Daugherty
Erik Dayton
Elesa DeLia
Joseph DeLia
Greg Dembeck
Pamela Denton
Ibrahim Diallo
Dan Doubikin
Steve Edwards
Shell Edwin
Douglas Evanson
John Flemming
Bob Forson
Barbara Fortin
Robert Gallagher
Lee Ann Galli
Diandrea Garcia
Collin Gay
Haile Gebregzabiar
Lorna Gifford

Garold Jang
John Jankowski
Debra JeffsGrad
Charles Jenkins
Kyle Jines
Aaron Johnson
Janet Johnson
Lance Jones
Darko Jovancevic
Shazeb Junejo
Inamullah Kakar
Destin Kaspi
Sandra Katowitz
Scott Kechloian
Faysal Khaldi
Don Korsmo
Gary Kunze
Kenneth Likout
Mike Livingstone
James Lockhart
Deen Lynch
Jeff Lyon
Susan Martin
Robert Martinez
Jerry Marvin
James Miller
Salina Milstein
Mark Minckler
Melinda Miner
Mohammad Mirza
Douglas Moen
Jacqui Morris
Anthony Mugwema

Chris Pugh
James Radmacher
Dan Ray
Nyneshea Ray
Manolito Raymundo
Lynn Reed
Fredrick Rice
Shavonna Rivers
Casey Roberts
Katharine Robinson
Tobie Robinson
Jose Rodriguez
Bryce Russell
Brandon Russell
Horacio Saturay
Steven Seter
Roger Sibley
Pritpal Singh
Thomas Smeeth
Sharif Soajima
Humberto Souza
Michael Styskal
Kiarash Taghavi
Rick Tamaela
Jonathan Tengbeh
James Thomas
Chad Voorhis
Dennis Walker
Janice White
Catherine Wick
Tianna Williamson
Alton Willoughby
Kosasih Winoto
Michael Wolfe
Muhammad Yassir

