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And welcome to the Designer Bride Guide!

I am a wedding gown designer with a flair for transforming a bride’s Pinterest board into the gown of her dreams. 
My love for fashion started as a girl and has turned into a passion for dressing amazing women on the most important 
day of their lives. I am a wife and mom to two little ones, but on any given day you can find me pouring over lace, 
tulle, and all kinds of bling, keeping a pulse on the latest in bridal fashion, fabric, and techniques.  

My other passion is bridal styling, helping brides design their “day of” look. I am always discovering new and unique 
ways brides can add versatility and glamour to their wedding look and The Designer Bride Guide is just that! An up-
to-the-minute display of some of my best styling secrets, gorgeous accessories and styling ideas that will amp up the 
glam factor on your big day as well as provide versatility and a unique look.

You can find me sharing what I know with brides all over the world on my blog, The Designer Bride, where I share 
insider secrets, wedding dress and styling tips, and pretty much anything I think will help a bride look AMAZING on 
her wedding day.

jalona.
Designer & Wedding Dress Fanatic
JalonaMarie.com

HELLO! I’M JALONA MARIE
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Detachable skirts are my absolute favorite way to 
amp up the glam factor! They can totally transform 
a gown from sleek to dramatic without incurring the 
expense of a completely different dress. 
 
There are a ton of options with detachable trains 
and skirts. They can be attached at the waist, the 
back of the dress, or at the bottom of the dress. 
Many bridal salons sell them or you can  y have one 
custom made to match your dress. Brides typically 
wear the skirt during the ceremony and remove it to 
get the party started at the reception.

The designs on this page make me swoon! Zuhair 
Murad, Berta Bridal, and Walter and Ryan...all very 
talented haute courture designers.

DETACHABLES
DETACHABLE TRAINS & SKIRTS 

The detachable element does not necessarily have 
to “match” your dress. Get creative and play around 
with textures, color, and layers!

GLAMOURUS 
VERSATILITY

tip:
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SLEEVES & SHOULDER ELEMENTS

The off the shoulder trend is every-
where, including in bridal wear, but 
who says they have to be permenant? 
Consider detachable sleeves to give 
your look a bit of versatility.

DETACHABLES

SLEEVE ON 
SLEEVE OFF!
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CAPES
TIMELESS GLAMOUR

The cape trend isn’t going anywhere anytime soon, and that makes me happy happy happy! Especially when 
we can bling them out and attach them in really unique ways.  

A cape will give your bridal look a bit of edge and drama. They can be long, short, sparkly, sheer, or a differ-
ent color all together. Even if you only wear your cape down the aisle, or for photos, it will make a uniquely 
stylish statement. If you already have your dress and want to add a cape, sold by themselves, capes can be 
pretty difficult to find so having one made custom is probably the better bet. A marketplace like Etsy is, my 
favorite resource for finding a huge variety of high-end, handmade items. There are a ton of options for 
items such as capes and custom-made accesories, however, pay close attention to shipping estimates and 
store policies to ensure they align with your wedding timeline.

NOT JUST FOR 
SUPERHEROS

Lior Charcy Berta BridalPronovias



CAPLETS
EDGY GLAM

Dating back centuries, caplets 
(also referred to as a bolero or 
coverup) were worn as part of a 
woman’s outerwear for an addi-
tional measure of modesty. Ca-
plets in 2017 though?! Blinged 
ALL the way out! I adore how 
intricate some are, how demure 
they can be, all while adding a 
glamorous layer to your wedding 
day look.   
While caplets tend to drape over 
the shoulders and lay across the 
chest, similarly, epaulettes have 
accentuated decoration on the 
shoulder and feature a chain or 
draped design connecting both 
shoulders. 
There are some amazing caplets 
and epaulettes on Etsy. Prices 
can range from “Oh thats not 
too bad” to “Omg, that costs 
more than my dress!” - so shop 
around!  
Speaking of shopping around, 
the brides I've worked with have 
literally spent hours scouring 
sites like Etsy looking for the per-
fect item. To save them (and you) 
time, I've created The Designer 
Bride Guide - The BEST of Etsy. 
Its a "done for you" list of the 
creme de la creme of Etsy wed-
ding stores. You'll be the first to 
know when its released!

WHAT’S 
OLD IS 
NEW

one whole 
piece

jalonamarie.com

Etsy

Carol Hannah

Haley Paige
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HAIR JEWELRY
MAKE A CLASSIC STATEMENT

Another unique way to amp up the glam factor of 
your bridal look, is by choosing a dramatic crystal 
headpiece, NOT a circa 2001 tiara, but a show-stop-
ping headpiece! The headpieces on this page scream 
style, class, and glamour. Most of the headpieces fea-
tured here are by Maria Elena, an Australian designer 
of trendy and oh-so-sparkly headpieces and other 
accessories.

THE NEW CROWN 
JEWELS

Jannie Baltzer Maria ElenaMaria Elena

Allyson James Maria ElenaEtsy



HAND JEWELRY
A POP OF LUXURY

GLITZ & GLAM
In some cultures, hand jewelry and décor 
is the norm, but I think more brides should 
consider adding unique pieces in unexpect-
ed places. Two of my favorite designers, 
House of Emmanuele and Yeprem, makes 
stunning crystal hand jewelry. Their prices 
can range into the thousands though. If you 
want more affordable options, stay tuned for 
the next edition of this series, The Budget 
Guide - my personal list of the most afforda-
ble (some unbelievably cheap) places to get 
gorgeous accesories. Even if you only chose 
to wear your hand decor for photos or to 
add some sparkle to your reception entrance 
and first dance, your photos will be #Insta-
good!

jalonamarie.com

House of Emmanuele Yeprem

Celia Kritharioti



DIY APPLIQUE AND EMBELLISHMENTS

If you are a daring DIY bride, you 
should consider incorporating 
crystal applique! There are so many 
ways you can use applique to add 
glamour, incuding making a sash, 
garter belt, cuff bracelet, necklace, 
or even applying it to your dress (the 
neckline is probably best suited for 
this). Don't be afraid to play around 
with your look and get creative!

APPLIQUE

THE MORE 
BLING THE 
BETTER!

Etsy

Etsy

Etsy

Etsy

Etsy

Applique is an extremely affordable way to play around with different 
looks. Consider adding applique to your dress or hair for a glitzy recep-
tion entrance or to drop jaws as you walk down the ailse. 

tip:



you
I hope you've enjoyed The Designer Bride Guide - Glam 
Edition and that you have even more ideas on how you 
can maximize the glam factor on your wedding day! 

The Glam Edition is the first installment of the Designer 
Bride series with more exciting and on-trend ebooks to 
follow.

Up next is the much anticipated Budget Edition and The 
Best of Etsy. 

And if you are looking for more bridal styling secrets, 
insider tips, and informative content, hop on over to Insta-
gram....see you there! 

For more speaking engagements and appearances please 
contact hello@jalonamarie.com 

thank



“Wear what you 

will, dear BRIDE,     

just make it               

fabulous”
JALONA MARIE


