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Here at Drummer, we’re massive fans 
of innovation: new approaches to 
instrument building or different takes 

on what is considered the ‘norm’ always piques 
our interest. Over the last couple of years, one 
company that has always delivered a fresh and 
interesting take on traditional kit building is  
Guru Drums. 

Previously, we’ve spent time with their 
Performance and Classic kits, both from the 
superb Origin series, with both scoring very 
highly with us in terms of innovation, build 
quality and the sound they produced. So, when 
Guru invited us to take an exclusive look at a 
brand new kit, we jumped at the opportunity. 

To make things even more mouthwatering, 
we were invited to join Guru in the studio as they 
filmed their latest promotional footage. So, we 
packed the car and headed off to the rolling hills 
of Devon where Guru were resident for 
two days in one of the country’s most notable 
rural studios.

The session
Guru’s line of ‘Honest Capture’ videos have 
been garnering a lot of positive attention since 
the company began filming and uploading to 
YouTube just over a year ago, and for anyone 
who hasn’t seen the current selection of videos, 
the process is simple yet effective. One (or more) 

of Guru’s endorsees heads into 
the studio to be filmed, with the 
drums recorded in the regular 
way: set up, tuned, miked and 
recorded, but with no added EQ 
or effects, either before, during or 
after the session.

It’s an interesting approach, 
so we were keen to find out the 
thinking behind the concept: 
“Well, how we came up with it is 
easy really,” Andy Crosby of Guru 
informs us. “Many people were 
asking us for an honest recording 
of what the drums sound like, 
as they were tired of listening 
to over-processed stuff. People 
are increasingly buying online; 
they’re buying at distances and 
they’re not able to see the drums, 
especially if they’re overseas or 
the drums aren’t stocked in their 
local shops. People are relying on 
videos as one tool to find out if 
they like a kit or not, and if that 
representation isn’t truthful, then 
it’s effectively useless to them. So, 
we thought from the outset that 
we would take quite a brave step 
and show the drums for exactly 
what they are, and record them 
with total honesty – ‘warts and 
all’ – and we knew that the drums 
were good enough to do that. 
That said, we also knew that we 
had to sit in the marketplace with 

these unprocessed videos alongside processed 
videos, so your unprocessed videos are always 
going to sound ‘less impressive’, but the honest 
approach lets people know what to expect when 
they take them out of the box, set them up and 
play them.” 

So, with this in mind, we wonder what the 
response has been to the videos. “The response 
has been excellent,” continues Andy. “People who 
have bought the drums really used the videos to 
drill down into the details and decide whether 
they like the drums or not. I’ve not had a single 
negative response about the idea of providing 
honest videos.”

To get the lowdown on the recording process, 
we spoke to engineer/producer Peter Miles, who 
runs Middle Farm Studios, where the videos are 
regularly shot: “The aim is to get the most natural 
sound while making sure the true details of the 
kit come across, so, for this session, most of the 

We take a look at the latest offering from Guru Drums, 
alongside a behind-the-scenes peek at the filming of 
their most recent promo video 
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sound is coming from a pair of spaced AKG414 
condenser mics used as overheads to capture 
the body of the kit. Then we bring out the details 
in the toms using Sennheiser 421 dynamic mics, 
which are pretty standard mics for toms, along 
with a Shure SM57 on snare. On the bass drum 
resonant side, we’re using a large diaphragm 
condenser called a blue Mouse, which is an 
interesting mic from an Australian company, and 
then on batter side, there’s a beyer-Dynamic M88 
getting a little bit of the sound from the beater 
striking the head, and that’s it.”

The drums
This particular session, featuring Guru endorsee 
and all-round über-drummer David Floegel, is to 
showcase the company’s brand new English ash 
kit from their In-Tense range, with the kit used 
being a one-of-a-kind prototype for the range. 
After witnessing the drums in their full glory as 
David effortlessly put them through their paces 
for the shoot, we were genuinely excited when 
we got the chance to spend some quality alone 
time with this beautiful instrument...

in deTail
The kit is unique in a number of ways, not least 
thanks to its construction methods. In-Tense 
series drums use solid shell construction 
variations within the range to cater for different 
tonal characteristics. The 6mm shells are allowed 
to resonate to their full potential by reducing 
mass to a minimum.

The kit consists of a 22”x18” kick drum, 10”x6”, 
10”x8.5” and 10”x11.5” rack toms, 16”x14” floor 
tom and a 13”x7” snare. While it may seem 
slightly unusual to have three rack toms of the 
same diameter, the varying depths offer a lot in 
terms of difference in pitch, while the regulated 
diameters offer ease of set-up: when using all 
three up front, you’re not having to reach too far 

CheCk out the Beat Loaf vids 
from the session

http://bit.ly/1fBfBrs

http://bit.ly/1u8yYpd
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or compromise the positioning of your hi-hats 
or cymbals to accommodate. The innovations 
don’t end there, however, as each drum sports 
some of the most thoroughly designed hardware 
we’ve seen. Each incredibly small and lightweight 
single contact point lug is made from T6 grade 
aluminium (the same grade that is used in the 
manufacturing of lightweight, high-end bicycles), 
with each of the 10” toms sporting six per side, 
the floor tom and snare eight and the kick drum 
10. The lugs are accompanied by meticulously 
machined M5 tension rods holding in place 
triple flanged hoops for toms and snare, with 
segmented ovangkol hoops on the kick drum. 

The kit is furnished with Evans throughout: 
clear G2 batter and clear G1 resonant on toms,  
G1 coated batter and snare-side 300 on 
snare and Emad batter/EQ3 resonant on kick. 
Elsewhere, the kick sports a pair of chunky 
aluminium spurs to ensure everything remains 
steady, with the rack toms mounted via four-
point RIMS-style mounting systems. The floor 
tom sits upon three substantial aluminium 
legs, all featuring retractable spikes for added 
sturdiness. Finally, the matching snare features 
a Dunnett R7 tri-position throw-off, with 
20-strand, copper-ended Puresound snare 
wires underneath. 

in use
Sitting down behind the kit, you are immediately 
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Beat Loaf 
Joining Guru Drums in the studio  
alongside David Floegel were Aaron 
Graham and John Warren, who collectively 
release videos under the moniker beat Loaf. 
So just what is beat Loaf all about? “Well, 
this started because we’ve been friends for 
years,” states John. “We both had drum kits 
in our basements, so we used to practise a 
lot and then get together and share licks 
and stuff. Then I moved into a flat, so I had 
to go around to his house to practise, and 
we’d take a lot from the drum community: 
we’d watch YouTube, and we decided one 
day that maybe we’d like to give something 
back. It’s really informal, not really lessons, 
but sharing what we’ve been working on 
at the time and how we apply what we 
learn to our careers. You then get different 
perspectives: Aaron is working lots doing 
loads of sessions, whereas I’m in a fixed 
setting playing for a band called Dry  
The River, who are just releasing their 
second album.” 

How did the guys come to be involved 
with this particular Guru session? “Well, 
through Pete [Miles] really,” says Aaron, 
“We’ve both worked with Pete for years, 
and when he started getting Guru kits in 
the studio, we started using them on any 
sessions we’re doing here.” John continues: 
“We absolutely love the Guru kit that Pete 
has here – the Origin Series. It’s such a 
nice kit. We knew that all of the Guru stuff 
was happening here, and we were like 
‘Pete, you’ve got to get us involved!’ so 
he arranged for us to do some beat Loaf 
filming while the guys are here. As we say, 
we love the Guru kits: there’s such a great 
depth of sound, they’re incredibly versatile, 
they tune great and the snares have so 
much snap to them. I mean, with the 
kits, you just have to tune them properly 
and they sound great with no need for 
dampening, and also they’re beautiful – I 
feel like a king when I’m playing them!”
www.twitter.com/Beatloafdrums

met with a sense that it is special, and once 
you start playing, you discover a wonderfully 
rich, responsive sound from each and every 
aspect of this superb kit. The kick drum delivers 
a deep, full tone that, with no dampening, 
sounds controlled and focused. Quiet, feathered 
notes provide a warm tone that underpins 
your grooves with depth and clarity. Gradually 
increasing the velocity of your strokes proves just 
how nice this drum is, as the fullness and depth 
remain as you raise the dynamic level, resulting 
in a well-projected, cannon-like sound with 
noticeable sub-bass frequencies once you reach 
a higher volume of playing. Not to be outdone, 
the firecracker-like snare offers a full, warm tone 
that is coupled with an exceptional amount of 
volume and projection, especially when playing 
rim-shots, but is equally dynamic, offering 
responsiveness and clarity from the faintest 
whisper to the fullest onslaught. 

As mentioned, having three rack toms of the 
same diameter works especially well, each being 
incredibly clear, dynamic and rich, with plenty 
of pitch difference between the three owing 
to their differing depths. In fact, the largest 
of the three – 10”x11.5” – could very easily be 
mistaken for a drum of much larger dimensions; 
at its lowest tuning, it sounds similar in pitch to 
medium tuned 14” floor tom, such is the depth 
the ash shell produces. The floor tom delivers a 
deep, punchy sound with projection and focus 

that provides the perfect sonic bridge between 
the kick and toms, with rumbling tones filling the 
studio whenever it’s played. Overall, the whole kit 
sounds just that: a full set of drums that perfectly 
complement each other to provide a stunning 
sound that as well as sounding superb on the 
video recorded at the session, sounds even 
better ‘in the flesh’. Innovation doesn’t get much 
better than this. 
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