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2ih February 2015
Dear David,

ST GILES CofE (AIDED) PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thank you for your letter of 4 December 2014 and the additional information provided
detailing the Interim Executive Board's (IEB) work since being appointed on 15
September 2014, the fEB's assessment of future priorities for the school and enclosing a
copy of the consultation report.
I am now writing to inform you that the Secretary of State, having carefully considered all
relevant factors, has decided that St Giles Primary School should become an academy
sponsored by The Derby Diocesan Academy Trust (DDAT). It is envisaged that the
academy will open on 1 June 2015 (or as soon as possible thereafter).
In considering the best option for securing the long-term future of the school and
reaching a decision in favour of academy conversion, the Secretary of State has taken
into account all relevant considerations. These Include the IEB's consultation report, the
recent Ofsted report of 18 - 19 November 2014, the school's performance for 2014, the
Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist (SIAM) report of 20 November 2014 and
the Secretary of State's duties and responsibilities under the Equality Act 201 0.
The remainder of this letter sets out the reasons why the Secretary of State has decided
that becoming an academy sponsored by DDAT offers the best chance of bringing about
rapid and sustainable improvements at St Giles.

Consultation
As regards the consultation on academy conversion, the Secretary of State is satisfied
that the consultation has been carried out properly and was fair and reasonable. During
the six week consultation period, the IEB provided sufficient opportunities for interested
parties to participate in the consultation, access information and contribute their views. I
understand that the consultation process included the following:
•

Providing a dedicated website containing information about the consultation (as

well as more general relevant infonnation), information on DDAT, and an online
version of the consultation brochure and response form. All letters issued to all
stakeholders contained the address of the consultation website;
•

Providing letters to all stakeholders including parents and staff at St Giles,
Derbyshire County Council, local MP Patrick McLoughlin and neighbouring
schools and nurseries, notifying them of the consultation and seeking their views;

•

Providing consultation brochures and questionnaires to enable a wide range of
stakeholders to express their views and respond to the information received,
which could be sent back in a number of ways (including by electronic means);

•

Four consultation meetings for parents, staff and members of the local
community. These meetings gave an opportunity for people to meet and ask
questions of members of the IEB, DfE and DDAT; and

•

Providing an advert in the local paper giving details of the community stakeholder
consultation meeting and the consultation website address.

Despite the wide range of interaction throughout the consultation process, just 38 valid
response fonns were received compared to 120 letters sent out, making a response rate
of 31.6%. Out of the 38 responses, 23 were from parents, 4 from local residents, 3 from
staff, 2 from local authority (LA) employees and 6 others. An analysis of the consultation
responses shows the following:
•

29% of all respondents (and 30% of parents), were in favour of the school
converting to academy status with DDAT as the sponsor;

•

63% of all respondents (and 65% of parents) were in favour of the school
remaining with the LA.

I note that of the 29% of all respondents who were in support of the school converting to
academy status with DDAT as the sponsor, some provided additional comments. Their
views included recognition that DDAT could support and improve St Giles, being
sponsored by DDAT would be the best solution for the school in the long term and that
DDAT could protect and stabilise the school. One respondent commented that the
school underperfonned while being under LA control.
I also note additional comments were provided from the 63% of all respondents who
were in support of the school remaining with the LA. Their views included that
improvements were now underway and progress was being made, the school was no
longer in special measures and academy status was not necessary, the school was not
consistently underperforming and 'academisation' should not be forced and the LA has
overseen rapid improvements and should be given more time.
Many of those who provided comments in favour of St Giles remaining with the LA
expressed the view that the school was no longer in special measures and that the LA
and acting headteacher needed more time to embed and build on current improvements.
While I acknowledge that the school has made some progress since its Ofsted
monitoring inspection in February 2014, which judged the school as not making
reasonable progress towards the removal of special measures, the Secretary of State

believes that further significant support is required to secure the early improvements
made and to maintain the pace of improvement that has been driven by the IEB since its
appointment in September 2014. She believes that DDAT can offer this.
The Secretary of State has taken account of a number of other factors in reaching her
decision including Derbyshire County Council's response to the consultation:
•

Although the latest Ofsted inspection removed the school from special measures
and judged the school as requires improvement, the report was clear that:
'reading, writing and mathematics skills of Year 6 pupils remain below the
national average due to the past legacy of underachievement'; 'pupils' progress
and attainment in reading are not as strong as in writing and mathematics'; 'pupils
in KS2 have a lot of ground to make up because of poor teaching in the past'; 'the
outside environment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is in need of
improvement'; 'leaders of subjects other than English and mathematics have not
undertaken frequent checks on the quality of teaching and learning' and 'there is
very little outstanding teaching'.

•

The Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SlAMS) Section 49
inspection on 20 November judged 'the effectiveness of the leadership and
management of the school as a church school' as satisfactory only.

•

The 2014 KS2 attainment data for St Giles showed that they had declined by 42
ppts from 86% in 2013 to 44% in 2014, which is significantly below the national
and LA average. Although this is only represents 9 pupils, the number of pupils
entered for KS2 SATs in 2013 was only 14. St Giles's 2014 KS2 progress results
for reading (78%) and maths (78%) are significantly below national and LA
averages, while writing was above at 100%. Importantly, the school did not reach
its 2014 predictions that 100% of pupils, would achieve level 4+ (RIW/M) and that
100% of pupils would achieve 2 levels of progress in reading, writing and maths.
The school as yet is unable to evidence that improvements to pupil progress
tracking data and projections are robust and accurate.

•

St Giles ranks 120 out of 125, when compared to schools with pupils that have
similar prior attainment within a 75 mile radius. This is a drop of 37 places since
2013 where St Giles ranked 83 out of 125.

•

Permanent leadership arrangements remain unresolved.

•

St Giles is a small school and being part of a Diocesan cluster of schools will
secure ongoing support and will enable to school to benefit from economies of
scale.

•

The outcomes of the consultation including the concerns raised; and

•

The material considerations required by the public sector equality duty in the
Equality Act 201 0 and how such matters may be affected by a decision to retain
the current arrangements at the school, or by a decision that the school should
become an academy.

After careful consideration and for the reasons set out above, the Secretary of State is of
the view that St Giles Primary School should become an academy sponsored by the
DDAT.
Officials will now work with DDAT to undertake the activity required to open the school
as an academy from 1 June 2015, or as soon as possible thereafter. DDAT will also
establish a new governing body for the academy and ensure seamless governance
arrangements via smooth transition between the IEB and the new body.
I am content for this letter to be published on the school's website and would be grateful
if you could inform staff and parents of the Secretary of State's decision.

LORD NASH

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Schools
cc:

Mr lan Johnson (Derbyshire County Council)
Mr David Channen (Derby Diocesan Academy Trust)

