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You will find stories about success in this book.

A mobile applications developer in New Orleans, a 
city planner in Philadelphia, a graduate student at 
the University of Cambridge and a naval architect in 
south Louisiana. What do they have in common?

A university education is about results. It’s about 
your future. It’s about a starting point for the rest of 
your life. 

Each of these recent graduates started their college 
education at UNO—and each is following a trajectory 
of success launched here.

tHese Are UNO GrADUAtes. 
tHeY rePreseNt tHe tYPes OF sUCCess stOries 
tHAt BeGiN At tHe UNiVersitY OF NeW OrLeANs.



What led you to choose a degree in computer science?
I studied philosophy for a while, but it wasn’t for me. What I really enjoyed were 
the classes that challenged my logic and reasoning capabilities. I saw that 
computer science could challenge me in these areas, while providing me with 
a better sense of productivity. Since computing is such an integral part of any 
business, I didn’t really know what to expect after graduation. I just knew going 
in that there was a lot of variety in terms of job availability in the computer 
science field.

Why is mobile technology so important?
Smart phones and tablets have shown themselves to be indispensable parts of 
people’s lives. With this technology, business can be conducted from anywhere. 
Plus, you never have to worry about getting in touch with your kids, and you 
can instantly look up the film history of the actor you’re watching in the theater.

What is a day in the life of an applications developer like?
This is my first job post-graduation, and I love what I do. I am 
very privileged to be able to work with a group of professionals 
who love their work. It makes for a very pleasant environment.

I am part of a development team for Web sites and mobile 
applications. We recently finished working on an application 
for Android and iPhone. Working with WWL and Blaine Kern’s 
Mardi Gras World, Zehnder has created a parade tracker called 
Experience Mardi Gras. 

If you download the app, you have access to maps detailing the 
routes of more than 35 parades and a number of events being 

held around the city, as well as some videos. Along with these features, you 
have access to live tracking of some of the parades as they roll through the city. 
You will be able to see where the first and last floats of the parade are in real 
time. I personally worked on the Android interface as well as the program that 
transmits the GPS locations from the floats.

What career advantages did a UNO education offer you?
UNO is affordable and offers a high quality education. Small classes and 
departments allow for better relationships with classmates and teachers, 
which not only provides support throughout one’s college career, but also 
makes professional networking easy.

I wouldn’t have landed my job had I not gone to UNO. Zehnder chose to recruit 
students from UNO to fill the position. I discovered the job opportunity through 
the computer science department and pursued it from there.

iNNOVAtOr iN 
smArt teCHNOLOGY

Jeremy Lay explains why 

technology careers are so 

versatile and how he landed 

a job as a Web and mobile 

applications developer.

Jeremy Lay
BS Computer Science 2010
Web and mobile applications 
developer for Zehnder 
Communications (New Orleans, LA)

“I wouldn’t have landed my 
job if I hadn’t gone to UNO.”



I was born, raised and educated in New Orleans, but my career has taken me 
around the country. During my junior year at UNO, I was selected for a summer 
internship at The Coca-Cola Company in Atlanta. After graduation they offered 
me a full-time position as a brand marketing coordinator while I completed an 
MBA at the University of Georgia.

I have always been interested in how a company provides a product or service 
to its customers. What excites me the most about a career in business is the 
potential to see a product in the marketplace and know that I helped to create 
that product.

As a brand marketing coordinator, I worked on 
the “front line” of the brand, creating marketing 
brochures, maintaining a company website, 
and managing marketing surveys. Not only did 
I have the opportunity to be involved in the 
operational side of the brand, I also got hands-
on experience coordinating photo shoots and 
building customer relationships.

Despite my love for marketing, I feel my true 
calling is to make a difference, and not just to 
make a dollar. While in Atlanta, I had the honor 
of participating in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
program as well as serving as a community 
service chairperson for an African American 
discussion group called TalkBLACK. The mission 
of TalkBLACK is to bring people together to 
talk about issues affecting the community and 
promote greater community involvement.

My interest in community involvement led me to my current role as a National 
Urban Fellow. This fellowship is a prestigious, 14-month graduate program 
in public administration that includes both academic work and a mentorship 
assignment. I have the responsibility as a fellow to serve my community as a 
leader and agent of change who is committed to social justice and equity.

DeVeLOPiNG 
A VisiON FOr 
tOmOrrOW

Charisse Price’s career has taken 

her from brand marketing for 

Coca-Cola in Georgia to a national 

urban fellowship in Pennsylvania. 

Now she has been commissioned 

by Philadelphia’s mayor to help 

revitalize one of America’s most 

treasured historic cities.

Charisse Price
BS Marketing 2004
MBA 2008, University of Georgia, 
MPA Class of 2011, Baruch College 
The City University of New York
Special assistant to the deputy 
executive director at the 
Redevelopment Authority for the 
City of Philadelphia (PA)

“My UNO education 
exposed me to different 
perspectives and 
taught me to be an 
independent thinker.”



As part of my fellowship assignment, I 
work for the Redevelopment Authority 
in Philadelphia as a special assistant to 
the deputy executive director. My job 
is to provide research, communication 
support and project coordination to the 
team of city leaders commissioned to 
create land management policies for 
revitalizing blighted or vacant parts of 
the city.

Land management policies affect the quality of life of all citizens of the 
community. People want to live and work in neighborhoods that look inviting 
and foster a positive sense of well-being. Creating solutions to solve problems 
areas in urban environments is vitally important to the success of the 
community.

Right now, I am researching the best ways to use public-private partnerships to 
revitalize communities. For-profit and nonprofit businesses and the government 
must work together to build better communities. Successful partnerships will 
help fight urban blight and better manage vacant urban land.

My next step after this fellowship is to leverage my private and public sector 
experiences in a public leadership position where I can make a real difference 
in an urban community. Ultimately, I hope to use my experience to aid in the 
rebuilding process in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

I also want to inspire current and future alumni to help build UNO’s legacy. The 
University of New Orleans offers well-respected academic programs, a wide 
array of student activities, professors with real-world experience, a diverse 
student population and a beautiful lakefront campus. 

I chose UNO because it is the best value for a well-rounded college experience. 
My UNO education exposed me to different perspectives and taught me to be 
an independent thinker. UNO has the potential to continue to grow as a highly 
regarded and nationally recognized institution through the excellence and 
achievements of its graduates. 

“During my junior 
year at UNO, I was 
selected for a 
summer internship 
at The Coca-Cola 
Company in Atlanta.”



How have your experiences abroad changed your perspective?
I grew up in a small town in Italy and lived abroad for the first time when I was 16. 
Interacting with people from different nations and cultures enriched and expanded 
my perception of what opportunities exist in international relations.
 
I also had the opportunity to travel from Greece to Hong 
Kong on The Scholar Ship. Students from diverse cultural 
backgrounds came together to create a transnational 
learning community. The people I met there profoundly 
changed my perspective on what there is to do in the 
world and how I can be a part of that.

Why did you choose UNO to continue your 
international education?
I wanted to study in the United States to grow a more 
international perspective. New Orleans is a great place to 
be and a great platform to travel and explore the world. 
I was intrigued by the international studies program at 
UNO. The program provides a balanced insight into the 
complexity of international environments. UNO is a truly 
international university with amazing opportunities to 
travel abroad.

How did your UNO education prepare you for graduate school?
I definitely need to thank UNO for helping me prepare to earn my master’s at 
Cambridge. As part of my degree, I was able to attend various conferences and 
intern at the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy in Berlin, Germany. I also organized 
a workshop in the Nablus Askar refugee camp in Palestine’s West Bank. I wrote my 
honors thesis on the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, an agency working 
with Palestinian refugees.

Tell us more about your nonprofit organization.
For the last year I have been developing a nonprofit organization called Recrear, which 
officially launched in 2010 at a conference in Berlin, Germany. The aim of Recrear 
is to support positive global change through socially beneficial micro-projects. We 
want to enable young and inspired activists to make their development projects a 
reality by encouraging networking with like-minded individuals and connecting them 
to the resources they need to bring their ideas to life.

Gioel Gioacchino shares how 

a UNO education helped her 

gain entrance to the University 

of Cambridge and launch a 

nonprofit organization.

Gioel Gioacchino
BS International Studies,
Minor in Political Science 2010
Program coordinator for Recrear 
currently studying international 
relations at the University of 
Cambridge in the UK

“New Orleans is a great place 
to be and a great platform to 
travel and explore the world.”

LeADer iN tHe 
GLOBAL COmmUNitY



I grew up in Lafayette, LA, around boats and the 
water. Whether fishing, hunting or skiing, I was 
always on the water and enjoyed being outdoors.

When I was old enough to get my first job, I 
worked on a houseboat. Later, I fell in love 
with yachts while fishing in Grand Isle during 
the summer. I spent as much time as possible 
learning the details of their production and 
mechanics. I also put in time learning to run the 
vessels and eventually obtained a 100-Ton USCG 
captain’s license.

When I was still in high school and looking for a 
career to get into, I already had a lot of marine experience, but I also wanted 
a challenge. I enjoyed math and knew that engineering involves a lot of math, 
so when I discovered the field of naval architecture and marine engineering, it 
seemed like a natural choice.

I chose UNO because it is one of the few universities in the region that offers 
a naval architecture and marine engineering program. Plus, New Orleans is 
close to the Gulf of Mexico and has close ties to the oilfield industry, which is a 
definite career advantage unique to UNO.

Like a lot of incoming freshmen in naval 
architecture, I dreamt of working on 
yachts. During a summer internship 
at Trinity Yachts in Gulfport, MS, I 
learned how to apply my engineering 
knowledge to structural yacht design. 
When something needed to be rebuilt, 
I could walk to the boatyard and look 
at the structure before creating my 
computer drawing. It was so gratifying 
to see the yacht a few weeks later with 
the modifications I made.

APPLYiNG DesiGNs 
FOr LiFe ON tHe WAter

John Gaston Doucet grew up 

around boats in south Louisiana. 

Now his designs influence global 

shipbuilding from improving 

oceanographic research to equipping 

vessels for oil spill cleanup.

John Gaston Doucet
BS Naval Architecture and Marine 
Engineering, Minor in Business 
Administration 2010
Naval architect for North America 
Shipbuilding (Larose, LA)

“I love that I can see the 
impact of my design 
decisions every time I 
step out of my office.”



When the economic downturn made yacht-building less appealing, my 
professors at UNO opened my eyes to how many options were available to 
me. I never realized that I had chosen such a broad field. As an intern for 
Tidewater in New Orleans and Bollinger Shipyards in St. Rose, I was able to 
get experience working on oilfield service and government research vessels.

My senior year I interned with North America Shipbuilding. They build more 
specialized offshore vehicles than any other shipyard in the world. Now, more 
than a year later, I am employed there as a project engineer managing fleet 
vessels all over the globe. 

The vessels serve many purposes from military or oilfield support to 
oceanographic survey and research use. If the use or “mission” of a vessel 
changes, we make the major or minor modifications necessary to convert 
that ship so that it can achieve its new mission.

One of the projects I am currently working on is converting oil supply vessels 
into oil recovery support vessels to work in Brazil. We are adding boom reels 
(to contain oil), skimmer units (to vacuum up oil), and a small workboat to 
assist in the recovery of spilled oil.

Whether being on the water or in an office, working on boats is definitely in 
my nature. I have been able to see the full spectrum of my field, from concept 
and functional design to using the finished product. I chose my career path 
because even though I spend a lot of time in an office, I can walk outside and 
be in a shipyard. I love that I can see the impact of my design decisions every 
time I step out of my office door.

“I have been able to see the full spectrum of 
my field, from concept and functional design 
to using the finished product.”



serViCes
& ALUmNi

Recent Job Placements  
AT&T

Capital One

City of New Orleans

Deloitte 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Ernst & Young LLP

Hilton Hotels

House of Blues Foundation

KPMG

Linfield Hunter and Junius 

Lockheed Martin

Lowe’s Companies 

New York Life 

Northrop Grumman Ship Systems

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Progressive Insurance

Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems 

Recovery School District

Securitas Security Services Inc. 

Southeast Regional Hospital 

Tyson Foods 

UNO Charter Schools 

WebMD, Inc.

caReeR seRvices
The Office of Career Development provides stu-

dents with several job placement resources. We 

hold events on campus throughout the year—job 

fairs, career exploration panel discussions,  

and workshops covering topics such as  

résumé writing and interview skills. Students 

also can access an online database of jobs and 

internships. Career and personal counseling are 

offered free of charge.

notable alumni
Kim Bondy, President of the Bondy Group, 

Former NBC Executive & Senior Producer

Hon. Joel Chaisson, President of the  

Senate, Louisiana 

Jim Clark, Founder of Netscape

Gary Froeba, Omni Hotels Executive

Ervin Johnson, Retired NBA Player

Dr. Edward William “Rocky” Kolb, Professor, 

University of Chicago; Fellow, American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences

Jim Letten, U.S. Attorney

Margaret Loesch Stimpson, Former CEO,  

US Hallmark Channel

Dimitri Tsikouris, Ambassador to Greek  

Embassy in Jakarta

Hon. Jim Tucker, Speaker of the House  

of Representatives, Louisiana

Mario Villa, Renowned Artist

Matt Williams, Writer & Executive Producer of 

Cosby Show & Roseanne

selected Recent GRaduate 
school Placements  
Auburn University

Cornell Medical School

Duke University

Northwestern University

Ohio State University

Purdue University

Rice University

Tulane University

University of Chicago

UCLA

UNC  

William and Mary

The University of New Orleans is one of the city’s 
most valuable resources. We are a university on the 
cutting edge, nationally recognized and home to 
an extensive list of academic programs engaged in 
world-class research and scholarship.

Our students are active and engaged global citizens. 
We put our education to work in the community, not 
just the classroom. We roll up our sleeves and dig into 
one of America’s most diverse and charismatic cities.

Our graduates know that the perspective and skills 
they gain here will prepare them for success at their 
next destination, wherever that may be.

tHis is YOUr LAUNCHiNG PAD.
WHere WiLL YOU GO FrOm Here?
ANYWHere YOU WANt tO GO.



sCHOOLs, mAjOrs  AND miNOrs
colleGe of business  
administRation
Accounting
Business Administration
Business Administration – 
Computer Science Option
Entrepreneurship
Finance
Hotel, Restaurant & Tourism  
 Administration
Management
Marketing

colleGe of 
education and 
human develoPment 
Early Childhood Education –  
 Grades PreK-3
Elementary Education –  
 Grades 1-5
Secondary Education –  
 Grades 6-12
Concentrations: 
 English
 Social Studies
 Biology
 Chemistry
 Earth Science 
 Mathematics
 Elementary/Secondary  
  Education (Grades K-12)
 Vocal Music/Instrumental  
  Music

colleGe of enGineeRinG
Civil & Environmental
Electrical
Electrical – Computer  
 Engineering Concentration
Mechanical
Naval Architecture & Marine  
 Engineering

colleGe of libeRal aRts
Anthropology
English
Film, Theatre and  
Communication Arts
Fine Arts – History
Fine Arts – Studio
French
Geography
History
International Studies
Music
Philosophy
Urban Studies and Planning
Political Science
Sociology
Spanish
Women’s Studies

colleGe of sciences
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Computer Science

eaRth and 
enviRonmental sciences
Mathematics
Physics
Psychology
Pre-Professional Programs:
 Pre-Dentistry
 Pre-Medicine
 Pre-Optometry
 Pre-Pharmacy
 Pre-Veterinary Medicine
Pre-Allied Health Programs:
 Pre-Cardiopulmonary  
 Science
 Pre-Dental Hygiene
 Pre-Medical Technology
 Pre-Nursing
 Pre-Occupational Therapy
 Pre-Physical Therapy
 Pre-Physician Assistant
 Pre-Rehabilitation  
 Counseling 

inteRdisciPlinaRy studies

additional oPtions:
African Studies
Asian Studies
Environmental Studies
Entrepreneurship
Latin American and  
 Caribbean Studies

academic PRoGRams
Across five colleges and more than fifty 
majors in business administration, education, 
engineering, liberal arts, and the sciences, 
UNO is a comprehensive center for academic 
excellence. The full range of programs you’d 
expect from a major research university, 
with a student-to-faculty ratio of just 18:1 and 
an average class size of 22. Our students 
are active and engaged—they participate in 
research, find internships and go abroad.  
The University maintains the largest 
American university-sponsored summer 
school program in Europe at the University of 
Innsbruck in Austria as well as programs  
in the Czech Republic, Costa Rica, France, 
Greece, Spain and Italy.  

ReseaRch
Every day at UNO, students and professors 
collaborate on a wide variety of research-
based, hands-on projects. They test scale 
model ship prototypes in massive tow  
tanks; analyze water and soil samples at  
the Pontchartrain Institute for Environmental 
Studies; make movies in the Nims Center,  
a 104,000 square foot Hollywood-quality 
production studio and soundstage; and  
work with experimental materials in 
partnership with NASA at the Center for 
Advanced Manufacturing. It’s real research, 
with immediate, practical applications in and  
for New Orleans, the region, the country 
and the world.

PrOGrAms

We have approximately 12,000 students; 9,000 
undergraduates and 3,000 graduates.

A sizable percentage of UNO students come 
from 49 other states and 97 other countries.

Located on the southern shore of Lake 
Pontchartrain, only 15 minutes from the French 
Quarter, UNO occupies a 195-acre campus in 
one of the finest residential areas of the city.

We have 526 full-time and 172 part-time faculty 
members. Approximately 80% of the faculty 
hold doctorates.

The student-faculty ratio is 18:1 (full-time stu-
dent to full-time faculty 16:1).

Average class size is 22.

jUst tHe FACts 
admission and financial aid
We’re eager to find a home for you on our cam-
pus. Admissions standards for first-time fresh-
men under 25 are based on your high school 
GPA, your ACT or SAT score, and/or your high 
school class rank. Other applicants can visit 
www.admissions.uno.edu to view full details and 
requirements for admission.

UNO is very affordable. Approximately 65 per-
cent of students receive some form of financial 
aid. Please visit www.finaid.uno.edu for infor-
mation on the full range of financial assistance 
available.

Thinking about applying from out-of-state? You 
may be eligible to apply for a waiver  
to attend UNO at the lower in-state tuition.  
For more information, visit www.sreb.org/
programs/acm/acmindex.aspx for more 
information.

A Member of the LSU System.
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