
 

While we seem to go into panic mode when our sewing machine starts to skip stitches, it’s 

generally one of the easiest problems to fix. 

Blunt or bent sewing machine needle. 

The only time we seem to remember to change our machine needles is when they break.  

But they actually need to be changed after 6-10 hours of sewing.  This will of course 

depend on the type of sewing you have been doing and the fabric type. 

To give you a bit of an idea, how long does it take you to make a garment or project?  

Two or three hours? Then you would need to change your needle after 3 solid sewing 

projects. 

The wrong size or type of needle. 

Needles are not a ‘one size fits all’ product.  There are different sizes for the type of fabric 

and they can play a bit part in how well your machine sews. 

Generally the larger the machine needle size, the heavier the fabric it’s designed for.   

Also, knit fabrics will require a ballpoint/jersey needle and fabrics such as lycra will a 

stretch needle. 

Is your machine threaded correctly? 

How many times has your PC or laptop not been working properly and it is fixed simply by 

turning it off and on?  Sometimes all your machine needs is a re-thread.  Start again by 

pulling all your threads out and making sure the thread is engaged at all tension points. 

Having the bobbin sitting in its case correctly can also play a large part of stitching being 

even.  It should also be wound properly with no threads over hanging the bobbin. 

How long since your last machine service? 

Sometimes, no matter what we do the issue will not be fixed so the only thing to do is put 

your sewing machine in for a service.  Unless you sew every day, a service will be required 

every 12 – 18 months. 

 


