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T
he Chairperson of the African Union Commission 
(AUC) is the highest executive position in our most 
important continental political organization: the African 
Union (AU). In the patchwork  of 54 sovereign states 
and thousands of ethnic groups that Africa is, the elec-

tion of this Chairperson should be a moment of unity not of added 
divisiveness. 

The Election of the AUC Chairperson Must Be a Moment of Africans’ 
Unity
Let us begin by stating the first important thing: the election that 
will take place at the end of January 2017 in Addis Ababa, during 
the 28th AU Summit of Heads of State and Government, must unite 
rather than divide Africans. 
As President Uhuru Kenyatta said when he launched Dr. Amina 
Mohamed’s candidature for that AUC Chairperson position, the 
winner of the January 2017 election must be as Dr.Amina Mohamed 
is, a “consensus builder.” Chances are high that this winner will be Dr. 
Amina Mohamed, currently the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kenya. 
Such a win will be a good news for Africa.
Five candidates are competing for that position. The election was 
indecisive last July during the 27th AU Summit in Kigali. This failure 
illustrated a deplorable division that Africans no longer want to see.
The second important thing to say is this: the winner must be the 
most competent among the five candidates. Internal competence: on 
the critical domestic problems we must solve to improve Africans’ 
well-being and build a just society. External competence: on the 
international challenges and threats facing Africa in today’s merciless 
global competition. 

A Woman for Chairperson
The third importing thing is crucial: the winner must be a woman. 
Why? For many reasons that we explain in the following pages. From 
1963 when the Organization of African Union (OAU) was created, 
to 2002 when the OAU became the AU, and up to today, only one 
woman has been elected to the highest executive position in Africa’s 
continental organization. 
In terms of percentage, women represent 7.7% in the list of all the 
persons who have held that position since 1963. Is that percentage 
commensurable with the over 50% of Africa’s population who is 
female? Can Africa be proud of that 7.7%? Electing a man would 
drag that figure lower down. If decency counts, shouldn’t it command 
restraint on men’s candidacy? 
Leveling the playing field here would mean rejecting men’s 
monopoly on that position and electing women, exclusively women, 
until we raise the shameful 7.7% to 50%. That is not what Femmes 
d’Afrique magazine is demanding now. 
Femmes d’Afrique is the leading panafrican magazine whose 
mission is to promote African women. Here, we are just asking 
African Heads of State and Government, the only voters qualified 
to elect the AUC Chairperson, to show in the January 2017 election, 
that they are consistent with their numerous declarations calling for 
“gender equality.” 
On this woman imperative, and on three other important things 

to say about the AUC Chairperson election next January in Addis 
Ababa, please continue to read after the editorial, in the “Women in 
View” section, that is devoted to Dr. Amina Mohamed. Among the 
five candidates, she is, undoubtedly, the most qualified for the job. 

Five Goddess to Save Africa from Climate Change’s Hell
No one can reward as highly as they deserve, the goddesses that 
are protecting Africa’s environment. Femmes d’Afrique ‘s journalists 
saw them in action during COP22 held last month in Marrakesh, 
Morocco. We interviewed them. Please, read what they say. It is 
important for the future of your continent, from the air we breathe to 
the water we drink. 
They are five of them, five powerful women: Rosalie Matondo, 
Arlette Sombo-Dibele, Maria de Fatima Jardim, Christine Sagno 
Kourouma Adja, Hakima El Haite. Five ministers in charge of 
environment in their respective countries: Republic of Congo, Central 
Africa Republic, Angola, Guinea, and Morocco.
At COP22, these goddesses were on all the fronts to protect 
African environment. Rightfully, they put the blame where it is: on 
the developed countries. 
For the past two centuries, their industrialization has been a free 
pass to uninterruptedly drop their pollution in the sky. Consequently, 
the ozone layer that has protected our planet for thousands of years, is 
now damaged. This damage causes the global warming which triggers 
climate change with the deadly disasters we are witnessing these days: 
desertification, flood, hurricanes, destruction of coastal regions, etc. 
Very unjust is the situation we are enduring in Africa. Of all the 
continents, ours is the one that polluted the least. Yet, it is the one that 
is suffering the most of climate change catastrophes.
Developed countries should not only be blamed. Our goddesses 
told them, clearly, that they should pay too. An agreement was 
reached at COP21 held in December last year in Paris. Developed 
countries promised a 100 billion US dollars fund, for 2020. This long 
delay was chosen under the assumption that the States’ ratification of 
the Paris Agreements would take years. Such has not been the case. 
Today, the required number of States has already ratified. “We want 
the fund now!” our goddesses are saying in substance.
They are right. It is now! that Africans need the fund and the 
technology to tackle the consequences of climate change. Any delay 
would make irreversible, the scars that climate change has already 
inflicted to their continent. 
Femmes d’Afrique magazine praises our five goddesses’ combat. 
They are the gardeners who strive to protect Africa’s landscape’s 
unparalleled beauty, for us and for the coming generations to enjoy. 
Alleluya!
With all Femmes d’Afrique’s journalists, I send to our readers, our 
best wishes as the year 2016 is ending. We thank you dear readers, 
for your support. We have appreciated your reactions to our journal. 
Know that we value your critics, positive or negative, that you sent 
us this year in large number. We take each of them into account. We 
promise to offer you next year, a magazine that will continue to stand 
for African women. We’ll keep our commitment to inform Africa 
and the world about today’s African woman’s accomplishments. An 
African narrative on African women. THANK YOU VERY MUCH !

EDITORIAL                                       By SAMIRAt NtIAze

The Consensus Builder and The Goddesses
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Dr. Amina Mohamed for Chairperson 
of the African Union Commission
In the editorial of this Femmes d’Afrique 
magazine issue, three important things are said 
on the election next January, of the Chairperson 
of the African Union Commission (AUC): the 
winner must one, be “consensus builder”; two, 
be competent; three, be a woman. 

Let’s insist again on the woman imperative. Why 
should the next AUC Chairperson be a woman? 
Is it because our magazine pushes for a pro-
African woman positive affirmation? Perhaps. 
This push, by the way, won’t be an exaggeration, 
given the centuries of men’s systematic exclusion 
of women from top positions in public 
institutions. 
That Femmes d’Afrique magazine is pro-African 
woman should not surprise anybody. Femmes 
d’Afrique magazine is the leading panafricain 
magazine that stands for African women. 

The Next AUC Chairperson Must Be a Woman
But there are many other reasons why a woman should 
become the next AU Chairperson. Here are only three of 
them. 
One, if Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, the outgoing 
Chairperson had not refused to stand for reelection, she 
would have almost certainly be re-elected. A woman would 
be chairing the AUC from January 2017. 
Two, since the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
was created in 1963 and since the OAU became the AU in 
2002, only one time a woman has chaired the continental 
organization: Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, from 2012 to 
2016. 
From 25 May 1963 when the OAU was created, up to 9 July 
2002 when the OAU became the AU, the highest executive 
position at the OAU was that of Secretary General. Men 
and exclusively men, held that position. Successively, they 
were: Kifl e Wodedjo, Diallo Telli, Nzo Ekangaki, William 
Eteki Mboumoua, Edem Kodjo, Peter Onu, Ide Oumarou, 
Salim Ahmed Salim, and Amary Essy. Only men. Nine men 
for thirty-nine years. Men’s monopoly. Unjustified as any 
monopoly is.
Since the creation of the AU, the new highest executive 
position is the Chairperson of the AUC. The successive AUC 
Chairpersons have been: Amara Essy, Alpha Omar Konaré, 
Jean Ping, and lastly, Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma. In fourteen 
years, three men and only one woman.

The Shameful 7.7%
In total, from 1963 up to today, that is in a 53-year period, 
forty-two men and one woman. This shows a Women’s 
representation of 7.7%. Do women represent only 7.7% of 
the African population? Observing the chairs of the African 
continental political organization, a neutral eye would be 

fooled to think that the female part of Africa’s population 
form indeed 7.7% of the total size of the population.
The important adjective here is “political.” When one talks 
politics, in our modern days, comes immediately in the mind, 
the principle of representation. Judged by the representation 
criteria, the AUC could be condemned for anti-women 
discrimination. Indeed, apart from discrimination, there is 
no reason that would ascribe to a group that forms more than 
half of a population a mere 7.7% representation.
Our Heads of State and Government, the only ones who 
vote and elect the AUC Chairperson, saw this sad inequality. 
They started to remedy it. Hence, they elected four years 
ago, a woman as the AUC Chairperson. This was a Grande 
Premiere. We clapped our hands; we congratulated both the 
winner and the voters. We asked the latter to continue the 
course of reparation of past prejudice against women.
Hence a third reason why they should elect another woman 
next month as the new AUC: if they do not do so, and instead 
vote for a man, they would have obliterated their previous 
vote in favor of Dr. Dlamini Zuma. 
If they choose a man as AUC Chair next month, African 
Heads of State and Government would signal that their 
election of Dr. Dlamini Zuma four years ago, was nothing but 
a joke. A parenthesis in the monopolistic game that men have 
been playing. That choice would loudly say: “We, men are 
keeping powers for ourselves!” This catastrophic signal would 
liken Africa to a team that is competing while it deliberately 
excludes half of its teammates. 
Electing a man as the next AUC Chairperson would mean 
that African Heads of State and Government are hypocrites 
who neither believe in, nor practice, their sweet discourses on 
“women empowerment” or “women’s rights.” 
They would deserve to be called hypocrites. All the more 
hypocrites because despite having placed their yearly 
summits and the entire African continent under women-
related themes in two consecutive years, 2015 (Year of African 
Women Empowerment”) and 2016 (“Year of Human Rights 
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with a Particular Focus on Women’s rights”),” African Heads 
of State and Government, by choosing a man in the January 
2017 election for AUC Chairperson, would show themselves 
as real hypocrites. Femmes d’Afrique magazine holds our 
Heads of State and Government in high esteem. We hope 
that the day of the election, they will prove wrong those who 
predicted that they were hypocrites who don’t care about 
women Right. We hope that they will vote for a woman. 

Three other important things to say
There are three other important things that need to be said 
on this election. A, in today’s rapidly evolving world, torn by 
merciless international competition, Africa needs a dynamic, 
alert and relatively young person at the bar of her continental 
political organization. Preferably, this person should be born 
after 1960, the year most African countries emerged from 
colonialism to become independent.
B, the new AUC Chairperson should have a proven track 
record of achievements if favor of Africans in general. In this 
regard, of the five candidates, Dr. Amina Mohamed’s record 
exceeds other candidates’ by quite a large margin. The next 
Femmes d’Afrique issue will present her pro-Africa record 
more comprehensively. Let’s now just mention two facts of 
that record. 

Dr. Amina Mohamed’s international battle in favor of Africans
Firstly, Dr. Amina Mohamed successfully negotiated with 
WTO (World Trade Organization), playing a key role to 
amend the TRIPS in favor of Africa. The TRIPS (Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) Agreements took 
effect on 1st January 1995. Strictly implemented in Africa, the 
TRIPS would make it impossible for Africans to have access 
to the majority of medicines since they lack the money to pay 
the high prices that pharmaceutical multinationals imposed, 
using TRIPS’ protection. 
The amendments waives those multinationals’ intellectual 
property rights, allowing Africans to produce generic 
medicines, without paying any fees to the Multinationals. 
Thanks to amendments millions of Africans lives are saved 
every day. Thanks to Dr. Amina Mohamed.

Secondly, Dr. Amina Mohamed successfully 
twisted developed countries’ hand, forcing 
them to put an end of their extremely 
generous subsidies to their agricultural 
sector. She did not stop those subsidies, but 
at least she could slacken their decades of 
growth. Developed countries’ governments’ 
subsidies to their agriculture is part of the 
most unfair weapons those governments 
use to kill developing countries’ agriculture. 
Those subsidies fatally hit African 
agriculture, not only in international 
markets, but also at home in domestic 
African markets since imported foreign 
subsidized agriculture products are cheaper 
in Africa than the same products cultivated 
in Africa. 
Dr. Amina Mohamed anti-subsidies 
battle was a battle for African farmers, 
for African food, that is, for Africans’ life. 
Here too, Africans should thank Dr. Amina 
Mohamed, who waged that battle when in 

2005, she became the first ever woman to chair the WTO’s 
General Council. 
Elected AUC Chairperson in January 2017, Dr. Amina 
Mohamed will certainly defend Africa’s interest with the same 
determination and authority that she used to obtain for Africa 
the two advantages above mentioned. The African Heads of 
State who will vote to elect the Chairperson must keep this 
certainty in mind. Before voting, they should also think of the 
numerous other gains that Dr. Amina Mohamed obtained 
for Africa, for instance when, between 2001 and 2005, she 
brilliantly succeeded as a Member of the Executive Boards 
and Committees of among others the WIPO, ILO, WHO, 
UNCTAD, UNHCR, and UNAIDS;

West and Central Africa’s objectionable ping pong Vs 
Regional Rotation
C, the third important thing is perhaps the most important 
one yet to be said: if again, one stresses the “political” nature 
of the AU, it is crucial that regional rotaion be a key argument 
in the choice of the new Chairperson. Rotation of the position 
among African regions should be the rule.
Let’s return to the lists of OAU Secretary Generals and AUC 
Chairpersons. What does one see:
West Africa: Diallo Telli (Guinea), Edem Kodjo (Togo), Peter 
Onu (Nigeria), Ide Oumarou (Niger), Amara Essy (Côte 
d’Ivoire), Alpha Omar Konaré (Mali). Nine men.
Central Africa: Nzo Ekangaki (Cameroon), William Eteki 
Mboumoua (Cameroon), Jean Ping (Gabon). Three men.
East Africa: Kifl e Wodadjo (Ethiopia), Salim Ahmed Salim 
(Tanzania). Two men.
Southern Africa: Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma. One woman.
These data speak volume: West and Central Africa have 
monopolized the job. West and Central Africa bite an 
outstanding 80% of the cake. East Africa is left with 13%, and 
Southern Africa, 7%. West Africa and Central Africa have 
been playing a closed loop ping pong. This is wrong. The 
game should have been a rotary pass-me-the-ball game.
It would not only be indecent if a candidate from West or 
Central Africa was elected AUC Chairperson in January 2017. 
It would also be an insult to fairness, a blow to the principle of 
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equal representation and regular rotation, on which rests an 
edifice like the AU.
An election in January of a West or Central African candidate 
could seriously damage the foundation of the African Union 
as a purposeful institution.
Therefore the job must go to one of the remaining three 
African regions: Northern, Southern, or Eastern Africa.
In all fairness, Northern Africa deserves the job. But this 
region has decided not to present a candidate.
Thus, Southern and Eastern Africa are the two remaining 
possible regions of origin of the future AUC Chairperson.
Is it a chance that each of these two regions has a woman 
candidate? They are the only two women among the five 
candidates who are competing for that Chairperson job?

Why Dr. Amina Mohamed Deserves to be the new 
AUC Chairperson
Let us summarize the six important things stated so far. 
In the editorial, we saw that one, the election of the 
Chairperson in January 2017 in Addis Ababa, African capital 
City, must unite rather than divide Africans. This is all the 
more essential, after the deplorable confrontation that led to 
the failed July 2016 Kigali election. Two, the new Chairperson 
must be competent. 
Three, very important, the new Chairperson must be a 
woman. 
The present article shows that the new Chairperson must 
A) be relatively young, B) have a proven track record of 
achievements in favor of Africans, and  C) come either from 
the Eastern or the Southern African region, according to the 
rotation principle. 
Now is the time to ask the question: who among the candidate 
deserves to be elected AUC Chairperson? The objective 
answer is Dr. Amina Mohamed.
Currently, Minister for Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade of the Republic of Kenya, Dr. Amina Mohamed emerges 
very patently as the ideal candidate. As it will be shown more 
extensively in the next Femmes d’Afrique issue, she is the only 
one who passes the six tests. That is why Femmes d’Afrique 

magazine is endorsing her candidature. We call the African 
Heads of State and Government who will vote next month, 
to choose her. 
Dr. Amina Mohamed is, undoubtedly, the best choice they 
can make. We ask our readers, women and men, to petition 
their heads of state in favor of Dr. Amina Mohamed. We can 
assure you: she will do a good job. 

With Dr. Amina Mohamed, Africa Can Realize Its 
Full Potential
“Realizing Africa’s Full Potential,” her campaign’s motto, 
shows that she knows how powerful and respected Africa will 
become, if she realizes her full potential. This realization will 
dramatically raise any African’s living conditions. No one will 
be left behind.
“I’m passionate about Africa,” says Dr. Amina Mohamed who 
writes in her vision statement:
“My conviction that Africa is destined to realize its full 
potential is informed by our forefathers’ foresight reflected in 
the African Proverb: “If you want to go fast, go alone but if 
you want to go far, go together”. Could the passion for African 
unity and for inclusiveness be better expressed? 
To repeat, a vote for Dr. Amina Mohamed is a vote for a 
brilliant African future. All our countries, our regions, our 
cities, our villages will progress, together, we will progress. 
Inclusively. No one, no region will be left behind. 
With Dr. Amina Mohamed as our new AUC Chairperson, 
we are sure that we will follow our founding fathers’ real 
Panafricanism footsteps. The future will indeed shine for all 
Africans, those at home and those in the Diaspora around the 
world.
Dear Respected African Heads of State and Government, 
Femmes d’Afrique magazine, the journal that millions of 
African women read and trust, respectfully ask you to vote for 
Dr. Amina Mohamed. 
The last time we came to you with such a demand was in 2012. 
We asked you to vote for a woman. You did. You elected Dr. 
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma as the AUC Chairperson. She has 
done a wonderful job.
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THE NEW AfRICAN WOMAN

Every day, we see African women’s 
contribution to their continent’s development
Today, in all spheres of national and 
international life, gender equality is a 
requirement. A just one. Its consequence 
in Africa is an ongoing trend favorable to 
African women and girls. 
African women’s empowerment is now one 
key objective of the African Union (AU). 
These last two years, the AU Summit of 
Heads of State and Government centered 
its themes on women. In 2016, the theme is 
“Human’s rights, with a particular focus on 
women’s rights”. In 2015, it was “Women’s 
Empowerment and Development 
Towards Africa’s Agenda 2063.” A new AU 
Commission Chairperson will be elected 
at the AU Summit next month, in January 
2017. She or he must build on the pro-
women legacy of the outgoing Chairperson, 
Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma. Full 
women’s participation is a prerequisite for 
the strong Africa we all want. 
As with any policy, intentions, even the 
best ones aren’t enough to make that full 
participation a reality. For too long, clichés 
and some traditionalist conducts have 
relegated the African woman to a second-
class citizen’s status. What is needed is a 
strong gender equality program, vigorously 
implemented, with results that are 
periodically measured. 
For sure, the African woman takes care 
of children, educates them. She feeds the 
family, performs an infinite number of 
household works, particularly in rural 
areas. She satisfies her spouse. And she 
accomplishes multiple jobs in favor of the 
community where she lives. How could one 
name “weak sex” a person active in such a 
great number of domains, each of which 
needs a lot of energy?
Even though she is strong, the African 
woman should not continue to carry on 
her sole shoulders those numerous tasks. 
Opening a new and liberating page for 
her means breaking past and present 
stereotypes. Empowering African woman is 
the whole African society’s duty because it 
will benefit all Africans.
Every day, we see African women’s 
contribution to their continent’s 
development. They will do more if 

governments and parents remove the 
hurdles that prevent African girls from 
completing their full cycles of education. To 
a large extent, Africa’s success depends on 
the number of competent African women 
the educational system will produce. 
For recruitment, particularly in local, 
regional or national public sector, the 
50/50 rule should be a minimum standard. 
Otherwise, in order to remedy the inequality 
that accumulated during decades, a positive 
affirmation in favor of girls and women 
should be instituted. This is a sine qua non 
step for gender justice in Africa.
All African women and girls must raise 
their voice to make it heard. They have to 
launch a general assault on men’s unmerited 
privileges. Levelling the playing field is the 
goal to be quickly reached ?
From kindergarten to universities, no 
door should be closed to African girls and 
women. Personal talent and work capacity 
should be the only two borders to African 
girls’ professional ambition. All unfair 
impediments to African women’s career 
progression must be removed. 
For the new African woman to come, African 
mothers’ role is crucial. They must be their 
daughters’ first lawyers. They must convince 

their husband that fairness and love 
oblige to offer equal opportunity to 
all children, regardless of gender. In 
the family, children must have the 
same rights and duties. In school 
orientation, passed is the time when 
certain jobs were exclusively for men.
On her part, taking advantage 
of the renewed attention she will 
receive, the new African girl must 
work harder in schools. Her good 
results will make her parents proud 
and pave the way to her satisfactory 
future. With confidence, she 
must prepare herself to knock the 
door of all professions, including 
those formerly reserved to boys, 
particularly the professions in 
the STEAM domain: Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Architecture and Mathematics.
At all level of responsibility, policy-

makers’ duty is to mobilize needed 
resources to empower African girls and 
women. A team that competes with half of 
its players excluded will always be defeated. 
In the competition that globalization 
imposes, hasn’t Africa rather been defeated? 
Isn’t African women’s exclusion a cause of 
that defeat? 
The New African Woman will reverse the 
defeat trend. By mobilizing 100% of its 
players, women and men, Team Africa will 
become an invincible force in the world 
competition. Because of her education and 
qualifications, the New African Woman 
will not be just a woman, but a “competent” 
women. 
She will also be a role model for African 
girls; and a leader of transformation, like 
Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma. Or like 
Dr. Amina Mohamed, who is  Femmes 
d’Afrique magazine’s favorite candidate 
in the elections scheduled next month of 
the new Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission. We call African Heads of 
State and Government to vote for her. 
Voting for Dr. Amina Mohamed will be 
a vote for the New African Woman, for a 
New Africa, that is, an Africa that wins for 
the benefit of the entire African family.

ZOOM
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Sidibe Fatoumata Kaba
AMbASSADOR, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE Of THE REPUblIC Of GUINEA TO ETHIOPIA - 
ACCREDITED TO KENyA, TANzANIA, UGANDA AND DjIbOUTI, ADDIS AbAbA.

“Since President Alpha Condé’s election, things are 
favorably changing to transform Guinea’s huge potiential 
into improving living conditions for all Guineans”

What are the main actions of 
the Republic of Guinea within 
the African Union (AU)?
After she became independent 
on 2 October 1958, the 
Republic of Guinea resolutely 
embarked on the struggle for 
African unity. This implied the 
fight for our continent’s total 
liberation, and particularly 
the destruction of Apartheid. 
As a founding member of the 
Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), the Republic of Guinea 
contributed to establishment 
of the main OAU organs such 

as the Liberation Committee. 
It also supported the Pan-
African Women’s and Youth 
organizations. 
When the OAU became the 
African Union (AU), Guinea, 
alongside other member 
States, participated in the 
common efforts to strengthen 
AU institutions and AU 
capacities to fulfill its missions 
in diverse domains of today’s 
increasingly complex world: 
peace and security, integration, 
democracy, good governance, 
gender equality, agricultural 

and industrial development. 
For conflict prevention, 
management and resolution in 
Africa, Guinea has completed 
two terms within the AU Peace 
and Security Council.
The AU has launched the 
“Agenda 2063”. In September 
last year, the UN General 
Assembly adopted the 
“Agenda 2030” along with 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). What do you 
think of these two agendas? 
Are they compatible? How will 
they change Guineans’ life?
Like all Africans, I welcome 
Agenda 2063. Its first 10-year 
plan which contains flagship 
projects that will undoubtedly 
contribute to Africa’s 
development, with sizable 
reduction of poverty in Africa.
As you know, Agenda 2063 
is a development framework 
on the vision of an integrated, 
prosperous and dynamic Africa 
on the world stage.
The adoption of Agenda 2030 
at the international level is a 
significant step forward. The 
synergy of actions between 
those two agendas, their 
inclusion in the national 
and regional policies, will 
positively change African’s 
lives, particularly Guinean’s.
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Guinean soldiers have 
participated in counter-
terrorism operations in 
Mali. Terrorism is perceived 
as one of the major threats 
facing Africa. What is your 
diagnosis of this threat? How 
to fight it?
Concerning terrorism, Guinea 
has always condemned the 
proliferation of terrorist 
activities, wherever they are 
perpetuated.
To sucessfully fight this 
scourge, Guinea emphasizes 
the need for all countries 
to ratify the relevant legal 
instruments against terrorism. 
These instruments constitute 
standards. Most AU member 
states have signed, but not 
ratified them. 
An absolute priority is the 
the exchange of information 
and coordination between 
international organizations, 
national and regional 
authorities. Quite important is 
also the mobilization of financial 
and logistical resources.
Guinea shows by example the 
combat against the proliferation 
and uncontrolled circulation 
of all types of weapons, 
including chemical ones. Our 
government is also very strict 
against banditry and organized 
crime. In general, in Africa we 
must strenghthen our defense 
and seurity capacities, and work 
in much closer cooperation 
against terrorism.

Guinea was one of three 
countries hit by the Ebola 
epidemic, the other two 
countries being Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. What measures 
has the Government of 
Guinea taken to improve 
public health in the country?
To fight Ebola, Guinea, under 

Professor Alpha Condé’s 
enlightened leadership, took 
robust measures. Multilateral 
partners also helped us. Since 
the end of the epidemic, the 
Guinean government has 
focused on rebuilding health 
services, strengthening their 
resilience to better respond to 
public health emergencies.

Guinea is often presented as a 
country with great potential 
for economic development. 
What is this potential and 
what are Guineans doing to 
transform it into activities 
that improve the living 
conditions in Guinea?
Yes, Guinea has significant 
mineral resources. Since 
President Alpha Condé’s 
election, things are favorably 
changing to transform our 
huge potiential into improving 
living conditions. This is done 
among others through the 
reforms undertaken in the 
mining sector. The aim is to 
make this sector an important 
lever for Guinean economic 
development. Unfortunately, 
the decline in commodities’ 
prices has negatively impacted 
many of the investments that 
were announced in the mining 
sector in Guinea.
A lesson from that decline is 
that Guinea is now diversifying 
its economy, by emphasizing 
agriculture development and 
food security

Are you optimistic about the 
future of Guinea?
Yes, I am optimistic and I 
remain convinced that under 
the President Alpha Condé’s 
leadership, Guineans will finally 
be able to take advantage of the 
immense resources that their 
country possesses.
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the aFrica trade WeeK 2016

“Advancing Socio-Economic Structural 
Transformation through Intra-Africa Trade”: 
A Return to Kwame Nkrumah’s Vision
Organized by the African Union Commission’s 
Department of Trade and Industry, whose Commissioner 
is Ms. Fatima Haram Acyl, the first ever Africa Trad 
Week (ATW2016) took place in Addis Ababa, last 28 
November to 2 December. This very important event 
brought together policy makers, business people, scholars, 
international development partners, NGOs and experts 
from all over Africa, active in the field of African trade.

Co-organized by the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa (UNECA), the ATW2016 invited all the 
participants to reflect on the theme “Advancing 
Socio-Economic Structural Transformation 
through Intra-Africa Trade.” This is a 
very important topic, given the usual 
complain about the intra-Africa trade’s 
low level. 
In the context of the ATW2016, the 
Africa Trade Forum (ATF) was held to 
allow practitioners of African trade, to 
network and exchange their experience 
on how to boost intra-African trade. 
For the participants, solutions exist to the dramatically 
low level of intra-African trades: public authorities should 
listen to the demands of actors of that trade. Unanimously, 
these demands, says the forum centered on the necessity to 
dismantle the tariff and non-tariff barriers to intra-African 
trade. 

Africa: A huge market for foreign suppliers
Today, Africa is a huge market of over 1.2 billion inhabitants. 
By the middle of this century, that population will reach 2 
billion. It will continue to grow at a rate superior to all the 
other continents’ population’s growth rate. So far, foreign 
companies, from Europe, the Americas and recently Asia, 
more specifically China, have been taking advantage of that 
growing market. In other words, we, Africa, demand, they, 
the foreign firms, supply. It is time for African firms to do the 
same. How?
The barriers that prevent Africans from reaping the benefits 
of their continent’s huge market can be summarized in one 
word: balkanization. Indeed, African market is huge but apart 
from two or three cases such as highly populated Nigeria, the 
African market is made up of 54 small markets, each having 

erected barriers to insulate itself from the others. These 
barriers go back to the colonial era. 
The Regional Economic Communities (RECs) were supposed 
to break down those barriers. After some four decades of 
existence, the RECs have in that mission. Customs and non-
written hurdles still prevent Africans from trading among 
themselves over their national boundaries. The share of 
Africa’s intra-trade in Africa’s total trade has not significantly 
move over the past four decades. I is still very low.

CFTA: A Return to Kwame Nkrumah’s Vision
The RECs’ failure isn’t a surprise. Kwame Nkrumah 

foresaw that failure. As the RECs were beeing 
created, against his vision of a continental 

integrated market, he warned that the 
RECs would be nothing but an “enlarged 
balkanization of Africa.” 
It seems that people are waking up 
now to the reality Nkrumah called our 
attention to. But we have wasted four 
decades. An illustration of this wake 
up is the Continental Free Trade Area 

(CFTA). This is supposed to be in place 
in 2017. We all support that wonderful 
project.
Speaking at the ATW2016, 

Commissioner Fatima Haram Acyl 
stressed the unique importance of the 

CFTA. For her, the CFTA is the solution to 
Africa’s numerous economic and social problems, 

for instance, unemployment, and our continent deficit in 
industrialization and in infrastructure.
 “The CFTA, once established,” Commissioner Haram 
Acyl said, “would bring together 54 African countries with 
a combined population of more than one billion and a 
combined gross domestic product of more than US$3 trillion. 
It would establish a single continental market for goods and 
services, helping to turn 54 fragmented and individual African 
economies into a larger and more coherent market”. 

This “large and more coherent market” is what all Pan-
Africanists have been working for.  Will we see it in 2017? 
Really? For more information on the ATW2016, one can visit 
its website: http://www.au.int/ATW2016
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Leading the Guinean Women’s 
Relief Association, Ms. Hadja 
Diakagbe represented her 
organization at COP22 in 
Marrakech, Morocco. She came 
to COP22 as the guest of the 
Peace Forum and the African 
Network of Social Economic 
Solidarity. She expected COP22 
to go beyond the discourses 
heard at COP21 in Paris in 
December 2015. She looked 
forward summits had reached, 
by implementing concrete 
actions to protect the planet 
against global heating. Familial 
agro-ecology is the solution that 
Ms. Haja Diakagbe advocates.

What did you show at COP22?
We showed products of rural 
women engaged in agro-ecology 
and organic food processing. 
These products were presented 
under the label “La Guinéenne 
des terroirs” (Local Guinean 
Food)

What do you expect from 
COP22?
I am still waiting for results that 
allow us to go beyond the virtual 
discourses on climate change and 
women’s empowerment. As you 
know, African agricultural women 
work very hard in the context 
of climate change. Alas, they do 
not have access to  the support 
or funding given for instance by 
Development Partners. 
I would like to say here that 

Anglophone partners are more 
supportive than the Francophone 
ones. To back a project, the latter 
raises multiple conditionalities. In 
general, things are simpler with 
Anglophone partners.
Whatever the partner, African 
rural women are at a disadvantage. 
They are able to come out with a 
project to fund. But they cannot 
write down a funding demand 
respecting AFD’s or OIF’s harsh 
requirements. AFD is the French 
Development Agency, and OIF, 
the International Organization of 
Francophony. For those women, 
it is extremely difficult to fulfill 
the multiple requirements. 
Some experts who we met during 
the COP22 in Marrakech, predict 
that 2016 is a milestone on the 
international battle against global 
heating. The question is: how to 
transform that hopeful message 

into tangible products or service 
that benefits the most vulnerable 
people? 

After your participation to 
COP22, what is your wish?
Agro-ecology is an area that 
most African States continue to 
ignore. Agricultural ponds are 
often used to fight hunger, but in 
doing so, we walk towards death 
because we cannot fight hunger 
while harming the environment 
that precisely gives us our food. If 
the earth is polluted, the human 
body feels it directly. Therefore; 
my strongest wish is that women 
engaged in agro-ecology receive 
the maximum support. They 
are among the rare agricultural 
producers who feed us with 
healthy food, while at the same 
time preserving the environment 
and combating climate change.
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hadja diaKagbé Kaba, 
PRESIDENT Of THE GUINEAN WOMEN’S RElIEf ASSOCIATION

“You can not fight hunger by not preserving the 
environment, where the food comes from”
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mariam djamouSS 
PRESIDENT Of THE UNION Of WOMEN TO COMbAT DESERTIfICATION IN THE SAHEl REGION

“The first victims of climate 
change are women”
Mariam Djamouss is an energetic 
Nigerien woman who organizes 
women to combat desertification. 
In the Sahel region where 
she is active, the devastating 
consequences of climate change 
are already felt. One of her 
goals in attending the COP22 
summit in Marrakech was to call 
world decision-makers’ to these 
consequences..

What is your interest in COP22 
in Marrakech?
As our organization’s name shows, 
we fight against desertification. We 
try to preserve our environment. 
We came to COP22 in order to 
strengthen our capabilities to more 
efficiently combat climate change. 
As you know, women are the first 
victims of climate change.

How do you fight climate 
change?
With projects that encourage the 
use of biogas instead of woods cut 
in the forest. We are also active in 
the struggle to preserve Lake Chad 
that, alas, is drying up year after 
year.

What is your message to the 
big polluters who are also 
attending the COP22 in 
Marrakech?
As the first victims of climate 
change, we them to help women to 
combat desertification.
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marie-Félicienne Yavo,  
ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR Of THE NGO MIfON

“Miflon brings drinking water to 
the disadvantaged populations”

Minfor, the NGO that Félicienne Yavo heads, is well-
established in Benin. It works to provide clean water 
to the disadvantaged population. As she explained to 
Femmes d’Afrique magazine’s journalists, “minfo”is a 
word of the Fongbe language, that means “wake up”.

What explains the name “Mifon” chosen for your 
NGO?
We chose it to show our conviction that Africa has the 
solutions to her problems. What is Mifon? Mifon brings 
drinking water to the disadvantaged populations. In 
diverse villages, we install water wells. 
Anywhere, we employ local labor, mainly the young 
people living in the village. We train them to take 
charge of maintenance when we leave. Therefore, our 
actions are doubly useful: we provide clean water and 
we create jobs, a good contribution, given the huge 
rural areas’ unemployment rate.
For a well, we pay a plowing worker, around 200 to 300 
euros. The construction of the well costs us 1000 euros, 
included, the diggers’, welders’, and logistics workers’ 
salaries. We must emphasize the the welders’ job. For 
a well drilling, we only use equipment manufactured 
in Benin, in our drilling rigs. We manufacture and 
assemble all the equipment we use for drilling.

What brought you to COP22?
I came to COP22, out of curiosity, hoping to find people 
who my project will interest.

What results did you expect from your 
participation in COP22?
I expected a lot, especially in terms of professional 
contacts. The COP22 conference gathered tens of 
thousands of participants from around the world. 
To this audience of international climate change 
specialists, I had the opportunity to present Mifon, an 
NGO successfully active on environmental problems in 
Benin.

LEADERS
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 OUR GUEST

© Ms. fatima Kyari Mohammed, 
Candidate for the position of 
Commissioner for Peace and 
Security at the African Union
Commission
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What motivates your 
candidacy for the position of 
AU Commissioner for Peace 
and Security?
Nigeria is a key player in 
peace and security initiati-
ves not only in Africa, but 
also in troubled parts of the 
world. Peace and Security is 
one of the three priority areas 
that the Government of H.E. 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari has outlined for his Go-
vernment. Nigeria has made 
significant contributions 
towards Africa’s peace and 
development – that Nigeria 
has decided to take an even 
more prominent role at the 
helm of the continent is evi-
dence of its commitment to 
continue its responsibility as 
a key player in this domain.
My country selected me th-
rough a competitive selection 
process where a number of 
individuals were shortlisted 
and invited for interviews 
by a high profile committee 
made up of eminent Nigerian 
personalities. It is therefore a 
great honor that my country 
deems me the candidate for 
the position. I have no doubt 
in my mind that my profile 
and experience is precisely 
what is required to fill such a 
position.

Currently, you are the 
Special Advisor to the 
ECOWAS Commission Vice-
President. How would this 
job help you to be a good AU 
Commissioner for Peace and 
Security?
I have had the opportunity to 

work with ECOWAS and its 
institutions for over a decade 
in different capacities inclu-
ding Organisational develop-
ment, Regional Integration 
and Peace and Security. The-
se years of experience have 
provided me the opportunity 
to support various initiati-
ves, programs, and decisions 
of Member states to achie-
ve their various goals. It has 
given me the chance to un-

derstand the functioning of 
a regional institution and 
the relevance of the role and 
responsibilities of all the va-
rious actors that contribute 
towards achieving the objec-
tives set by the institution. 
Working within the AU in 
the capacity of Commissio-
ner will be a comfortable fit 
given my experiences so far.

In the race to the election 
in January 2017 of the new 
AU Commissioners, what 
elements of your background 
distinguish you from your 
competitors and are likely to 
make you win the election?
I think I can humbly say that 
my background in working 
on both the policy level and 
also the community level – I 
have been running an NGO 
that works with vulnerable 
communities for the past 10 
years - not only demonstra-
tes that I have the hands on 
experience in working in the 
area of peace and security, 
but I also have the technical 
background. I studied Res-
ponsible Management and 
Sustainable Economic Deve-
lopment at the UN University 
for peace in Costa Rica and 
also studied Peace, Security, 
Development, and Conflict 

OUR GUEST
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“I will first of all ensure that I build upon the 
accomplishments achieved by my predecessors”
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Transformation at the Uni-
versity of Innsbruck, Austria 
in addition to my MBA from 
the European University. 
I also pride myself in being a 
young, professional, dynamic 
WOMAN a reflection of what 
a forward thinking Africa is 
about. All these elements that 
are necessary ingredients for 
developing new approaches 
towards addressing the chal-
lenges we are currently facing 
on the continent.

What would be your 
priorities if you are elected?
I will first of all ensure that 
I build upon the accomp-
lishments achieved by my 
predecessors - consistency 

is an important element of 
success. I will work closely in 
collaboration with other de-
partments and institutions as 
peace and security is a cross 
cutting issue that affects all 
sectors. 
I have also outlined three 
priority areas towards achie-
ving my vision in this cam-
paign: 
First, Putting people first– I 
believe that we must promo-
te our inter-dependency and 
shared future while focussing 
on: An inclusive and people-
centred approach;Advancing 
human development and res-
pecting peoples and human 
rights;Prioritising vulnerab-
le groups such as Women 

and Youth and see them not 
only as victims but also har-
nessing their potentials as 
key players both at the com-
munity level and in decision 
making processes and most 
importantly also highlight 
the issue of Human Security 
and security for all as a cross 
cutting issue that must be in-
tegrated in all aspects of de-
velopment
Secondly, I will focus on Pre-
vention and Transformation. 
Sustainable peace and secu-
rity requires an on-going 
search for transformational 
and preventive solutions to 
crises and their causes. We 
must therefore leverage on 
our intellectual and institu-
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tional assets, particularly at 
the diplomatic and leaders-
hip levels and intensify our 
efforts to transform conflict 
in areas most affected whi-
le proactively engaging in 
inclusive peacebuilding and 
conflict prevention from the 
community up.
Thirdly, building on strategic 
partnerships. We must con-
tinue developing the African 
Peace and Security Archi-
tecture (APSA) and further 
strengthen its implementa-
tion mechanisms for opera-

tionalization, create synergy 
and strengthen collaboration 
with the Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs); Work 
more closely with the private 
sector and civil society sta-
keholders to promote peace 
and inclusion, and build on 
existing international strate-
gic partnerships and broaden 
our horizons particularly in 
the area of technical know 
how and capacity building.

You are a Nigerian, the 
country where Boko Haram 

has been been killing and 
destroying. What is the 
situation today on the anti-
Boko Haram battle?
It is important to note that 
Nigeria in addition to the 
insurgency in the Northeast, 
is facing a number of other 
security challenges such as 
militancy in the South Sou-
th, maritime insecurity in the 
Gulf of Guinea, Agro-pasto-
ral classes, not to mention 
the challenges of trafficking 
and other criminal activities 
that are cross border in natu-
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re.
The Nigerian Military and 
the MNJTF have made sig-
nificant progress particularly 
in the last 1 year and this mo-
mentum however needs to be 
sustained. We must also need 
to ensure that our Militaries 
have the required resources 
to fight this battle. 
There are areas particularly 
near the borders of the lake 
chad region where insecurity 
challenges remain. But if we 
remain consistent in our ap-
proach and tie that in with 
reconstruction and rehabili-
tation efforts, we will even-
tually be able to wipe out the 
insurgents. 
Parallel to that we need to 
address the root causes lin-
ked to development de-
ficiencies which provided an 
enabling environment for the 
insurgents to thrive in the 
first place.
Today, we have an unprece-
dented number of IDPs and 
refugees, mostly Women and 
Children who need not only 
humanitarian support but 
also need to be rehabilita-
ted by providing them with 
support required to assist 
them such as Psycho-social 
support, health, education 
and empowerment opportu-
nities so they can lead nor-
mal lives.

Have all the Chibok girls 
liberated? In retrospect, 
what lessons should be 
learnt from the tragedies 
that those girls have endured 
or continue to endure?
Not all have been rescued 
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unfortunately but it is an 
ongoing process. We must 
commend the progress made 
by so far and must recog-
nize that thousands of Young 
girls and Women who have 
been abducted in addition to 
the Chibok girls have been 
rescued. The girls are being 
taken care of and being given 
the necessary support. 
So many lessons can be learnt 
from this tragic experience but 
most importantly, it should 
not discourage rather emp-
hasize the need for education 
especially for the girl-child as 
a Woman is the nucleus of a 
family and by educating that 
girl-child, we are educating 
and entire community, an en-
tire nation, an entire people.

What are the fundamental 
causes in Africa, of the 
terrorism that claims Islam? 
I think fundamentally it is 
rooted in weak governance, 
the lack of development, and 
lack of opportunities or al-
ternatives. There will always 
be those with extremist views 
and in some cases like in the 
case of terrorism violent. For 
as long as we ensure that the 
enabling environment is not 
there it will not catch on. Tho-
se responsible also have to be 
held accountable for their ac-
tions. 

Are Africans and their 
governments fighting 
terrorism appropriately? 
What is your plan to combat 
terrorism in Africa?
In addition to addressing the 
root causes that are tied to de-

velopment deficits, we need to 
embark on huge sensitization 
campaigns that talk directly 
to the people. One of the key 
issues for me is finding ways 
of breaching the gap between 
policy and community. Deci-
sions and policy must transla-
te to action on the ground. We 
also need to strengthen our 
systems and institutions in or-
der to deliver and ensure we 
find sustainable solutions that 
address the real issues from 
the ground up.

What do you think of foreign 
interventions, in particular 
foreign armies’ interventions 
in Africa, on the anti-
terrorism reason?
This question can on its own 
be a topic for a full debate. 
There are so many forms and 
approaches of intervention 
that it is difficult to respond 
in a blanket manner. What I 
can say in a short summarized 
manner is that various count-
ries have different challenges, 
alliances, policies, historical 
ties, agreements, etc. What 
we need to ensure as Africans 

is that our national, regional, 
and continental policies and 
international alliance do not 
in any way undermine our 
collective responsibility to en-
sure the progress of our peop-
le and our continent.

Observers have remarked a 
dramatic increase of United 
States army’s presence in 
Afriica under President 
Obama. In particular, 
Africom is now active, 
including operating drones 
centers in diverse countries 
in all African regions. 
What do you say about this 
increase? Can Africans trust 
Africom to help them solve 
their security problems?
The US Policy for Africa un-
der President Obama and the 
enlargement of AFRICOM 
was a sign of the importance 
of Africato U.S. security in-
terests. The framework 
supports building on African 
security capacity in order to 
strengthen regional security. 
Africans are first and fore-
most responsible for their 
own challenges and problems 
and this is the perspective we 
should be taking. We need to 
move away from this thinking 
that others can come and re-
solve our own problems. Any 
support should be in agree-
ment and collaboration with 
existing national regional and 
African policies. We cannot 
run away from strategic part-
nerships but we must ensure 
like I said before that part-
nerships do not in any under-
mine our own progress as a 
continent.

«Weak 
governance, 
lack of 
opportunities 
or alternatives 
are the 
fundamental 
causes of 
terrorism»
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COP22

Climate Change, Injustice Against 
Africa and Brave Goddesses
In the beautiful Moroccan city of 
Marrakesh, the 22nd Conference 
of the Parties (COP) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) was 
successfully organized from 7 to 18 
November 2016.
The UNFCCC entered into force 22 
years ago, in 1994 when the threats 
that climate warming is posing to 
life on our planet crystallized world 
leaders’ attention. The COP was 
then set up as the supreme governing 
body of the UNFCCC.
During two weeks each year, the 
countries that have ratified the 
UNFCCC meet to evaluate the 
application of the Convention and 
trace the way forward.
As of 6 October 2016, the threshold 
of 55 countries, representing over 
55% of the green gas emission 
had signed the Paris Agreement, 
allowing this agreement to enter into 
force.
195 delegations adopted the  Paris 
Agreement at the closing of COP21 
organized in Paris in December 
2015. The Paris Agreement aimed to 
lower the average growth of global 
warming “significantly below 2°C” 
relative to the pre-industrial era’s 
levels.
COP22’s primary objective was 
to put the Paris Agreement into 
practice. That’s why COP22 is 
called the “COP of action.” One key 
requirement of that agreement is the 
financing of the anti-global warming 
combat. The agreement calls for 100 
billion US dollars necessary within 
now and 2020 to finance that fight.
African governments have a 
high stake here. Their continent’s 
emission of green gas that causes 
global warming is only 4%. Of 
all the continents, Africa is the 
lowest emitter of such gas. Yet, 
Africa is the number one victim of 

global warming. This is a shocking 
injustice.
This fundamental injustice is 
compounded by the fact that to 
date, Africa has received only 6% of 
the Climate Fund, and a mere 17% 
of Climate Change public funding. 
Furthermore, of this 17 %, the 
African agricultural sector receive 
only 4% even though it gives jobs to 
40% of African working force.
Africa’s vulnerability to climate 
change is evidenced by recurrent 
drought, the extension of desert, 
the overuse of irrigation agriculture 
and not drop irrigation technique, 
floods, and general impoverishment 
of the population who lacks both 
the finance and the technology to 
defend themselves and protect their 
environment against the disaster 

that Climate change is inflicting to 
them.
According to the UN, by 2025, out 
of the 54 African countries, 25 will 
face a severe lack of water. Africa 
is the second driest continent, after 
Oceania.
Facing all these challenges, what 
should Africa do? We asked the 
question to those who are in the 
front line to protect and defend 
Africa’s environment. We met 
them at COP22. They are brilliant 
women who are doing an excellent 
job, for all of us. We called them 
“goddesses” because their brave 
actions will save our continent from 
the hell in which climate change 
wants to throw Africa. We invite 
you to please read what they say, in 
the following pages.

SPECIAL REPORT
COP 22
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You participated to the COP22 
in Marrakech, Morocco from 7 
to 18 November 2016. Why was 
this conference important to 
the Republic of Congo?
Firstly, because is unequivocal 
in the preservation of the global 
climate, the contribution of the 
Congo Basin’s forests, that are, 
after the Amazon, the second 
world largest ecological lung..
Secondly, the Republic of 
Congo, with its 22 million 
hectares of forest, has made 
enormous efforts in terms of 
sustainable forest management. 
Our country is now a leader 
that successfully manages the 
development of more than 
5 million hectares of forest 
on the 11 million hectares 
of production forest, and 
more than half of them, are 
certified with the most binding 
certification, I quote from the 
FSC.
Thirdly, after the failure of 
Copenhagen, the hope of the 
entire international community 
arose in Paris, therefore on 
COP21. The Paris Agreement 
was thus the last chance for 
our planet. Hence the interest 
given to its rapid entry into 
force, following countries’ rapid 
ratification of this agreement.
Finally, do not forget that 
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African countries are vulnerable 
to the effects of climate change, 
and the choice of action, that 
His Majesty Mohamed VI 
advocates for this COP22 is 
unequivocal.

COP22 came after COP21, 
held in Paris in December 
2015. The COP21 concluded 
with the “Paris Agreements”. 
Is the Government of the 
Congo satisfied with these 
agreements?
The Paris Agreement reached 
at COP21 is the legally binding 
instrument, that invites Parties 
(States) to undertake, without 
delay, the implementation of 
actions to combat the effects 
of climate change. At COP22, 
it was therefore a question of 
setting up the working group 
that would enable the Paris 
agreement to be effective by the 
year 2020. However, the very 
rapid entry into force of the 
Paris Agreement, has redirected 
the negotiations in Marrakech 
towards: 
The development of mechanisms 
for the implementation of 
the Paris agreement in 2018 
instead of 2020 and he launch 
of several subregional, regional 
and international initiatives 
contributing to the need for 
inclusive climate action.

COP22 was presented as an 
“action conference”. What 
actions were decided at this 
COP?
COP 22, held on African soil, 
was designated as an “African 
COP of actions”. Numerous 
African heads of State came 
to attend the COP22. Europe 
was represented at the highest 
level only by France. The other 
powers were represented. 
Fortunately, 117 countries 

having already ratified upon 
our arrival at the COP22 shows 
all nations’ the political will.
Numerous are the actions taken 
at COP22. I would like to stress 
it, the fact that His Majesty 
Mohamed VI convened a 
Summit of African Heads of 
State, was a great step for Africa 
and the world. This occasion 
enabled the Heads of State to 
endorse many initiatives such 
as: Initiative 3S; Initiative AS; 
ERA Initiative; Blue Fund 
Initiative for the Congo Basin; 
and other initiatives chosen by 
COP22 champions.

Your ministry is in charge 
of three areas of undeniable 
importance: “green economy”, 
“sustainable development” 
and “environment”. What are 
Congo’s major problems in 
each of these three areas? How 
do you resolve them?
The major problems I 
encounter in the three areas 
of my ministry are: managers’ 
aging, the anti-values, and the 
fall of oil price.
On managers’ aging. The 
financial crisis of 1988 led 
the Congo to a structural 
adjustment program. This 
program’s major consequence 
was the end of recruitment. Thus 
was created a vacuum and a 10 
consecutive years gap between 
two generations. On the one 
hand, the former executives 
who worked and continues to 
work after retirement. On the 
other hand, the unemployed 
youth of the 1990s. They did not 
have the chance to be recruited 
in order to take advantage of 
the experience of the elders 
who had to the relay to them.
On the anti-values. Populations 
attack forests, either by cutting 
wood for energy or by the 
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practice of slash-and-burn 
agriculture. Civil servants of the 
Waters and Forests service as 
well as the private companies in 
the timber business do not at all 
respect the legal and regulatory 
provisions.
On the fall of oil price. It 
prevents us from implementing 
the vision that we have to 
materialize the green economy 
program and to implement the 
orientations contained in the 
platform of society on which the 
Head of State was re-elected.

What are your policy’s main 
lines in each of the three areas?
As far as the “Forest Economy” 
component is concerned, 
our vision is summarized as 
follows: One, continuation of 
forest management in forest 
concessions that do not yet 
have forest management plans 
and forest certification. This 
simply means that we must 
achieve over 80% of managed 
production forests;
Two, documentation of forestry 
revenues and implementation of 
the reforms set in “The March 
for Development”  (La Marche 
pour la Développement), which 
emphasizes the diversification 
of the national economy and 
the sharing of production. Our 
sector must therefore respond 
to this vision with concrete 
actions to finance the forestry 
economy. We encourage 
forestry companies to  introduce 
new technologies and further 
process timber. We will also 
legislate for benefit sharing with 
the forestry sector.

How does your ministry plan 
to concretely transform the 
Congolese landscape and 
environment in the next three 
years?

There is so much things to do 
in three years, that it would 
be quite difficult to cite them 
all. However, we will point out 
some actions.
We have set up a toolkit, 
which is a compendium of 
income-generating activities. 
We propose it to local 
populations. To leave nobody 
behind, this toolkit will apply 
to forest concessions, national 
parks and in the community 
development series.
The success of my action 

will derive from: the 
cleaning up of cities by waste 
management and treatment; 
local development through 
the sharing of benefits and 
the development of income-
generating activities, included 
in the toolkit; the adoption 
of the revision of the laws on 
forestry and the environment;  
the adoption of the National 
Strategy for Sustainable 
Development; and the 
implementation the Blue Fund 
for the Congo Basin.
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Central Africa Republic, Ms. 
Arlette Sombo-Dibele’ country, 
possesses the second largest 
forest in the world, after that 
of the Amazon. That’s a huge 
asset in terms of environmental 
preservation. Therefore, being 
CAR minister of environment 
implies not only national but 
also continental and even 
global responsibilites. Femmes 
d’Afrique magazine met and 
chat with minister Sombo-
Dibele at COP22. Among 
others, she talked about her 
country’s policy to fight 
against global warming for the 
benefit of Central Africans and 
the world.

What is the Central Africa 
Republic’s environment 
minister’s interest to attend the 
COP22?
For Central African Republic and 
for Africa in general, COP22 is a 
great challenge. You know that 
my country has a very important 
forest mass: the second largest in 
the world, just after the Amazon. 
This forest mass renders two 
great services to the world: it 
stores carbon; it provides oxygen 
to the world. 
Preserving this forest is primarily 
our population’s responsibility, 
with our government’s help. 
My ministry gives that help. 

arlette Sombo-dibele
MINISTER fOR THE ENVIRONMENT, SUSTAINAblE DEVElOPMENT, WATER, 
fORESTS, HUNTING AND fISHERIES Of THE CENTRAl AfRICAN REPUblIC

“We will work with those who take 
our concerns into account”
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With its forests, Central 
Africa Republic is by far a net 
positive contributor to the war 
against global warming. This 
preservation costs a lot of money. 
Hence the financial challenge 
our government faces.
Polluting countries, particularly 
big ones, must carry their 
responsibility and act 
accordingly. the USA and China 
are respectively the number 
one and number two biggest 
polluters. Both countries have 
ratified the Paris Agreement. 
That is good. More important 
for us in Africa, these super-
polluters and other polluters 
have committed themselves in 
that agreement among others, 
to give financial assistance to 
African countries, of which 
Central Africa Republic, that do 
not produce greenhouse gases. 
They must now deliver.
The main objective of the Paris 
Agreement signed in December 
2015, is to limit global warming 
to 2 degrees Celsius. Global 

warming is a cause of the ozone 
layer piercing which in turn 
reinforces the warming. This 
warming cycle has the terrible 
consequences and dysfunctions 
that are already damaging our 
planet. As I always say, neither 
air nor water is confined in any 
one country or region of the 
globe. Pollution freely travels in 
the air, from polluting countries 
to non polluting ones. Once 
more, global awareness must be 
raised so that polluters shoulder 

their responsibility and pay, not 
only financially but also in terms 
of technology transfer.

Are there clauses in the Paris 
Agreement that makes this 
payment mandatory?
The Paris agreement insists on 
the notion of accountability. 
We rely on that notion and on 
responsibility sharing because 
everyone has to bring something. 
At COP22, Africa is speaking 
with one voice: the African 
group. This group says Africa 
needs the promised financial 
and technological support.

May I rephrase the question: 
does the Paris Agreements 
has compulsory claused that 
the African group can use to 
force polluters to give Africa 
that promised financial and 
technological support? Or 
are Africans counting on the 
polluters’ good will to give that 
support?
In politics, nobody can impose 

«Pollution 
freely 
travels in 
the air, from 
polluting 
countries 
to non 
polluting 
ones»
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anything. The ratification of 
the Paris agreement places it 
on a supra-legal level. The Paris 
agreement is above national 
constitutions. We bring the 
other parties to adhere to a 
vision and we do everything 
we can to sustain ourselves. I 
have already mentioned the 
United States and China. Both 
countries have ratified the Paris 
Agreement. That’s a clear sign 
of their commitment to all the 
Agreement’s clauses. 

From the Central Africa 
Republic viewpoint, at what 
conditions would you consider 
the COP22 to have been a 
success?
If we all align ourselves with the 

vision of the African group. You 
know that the Paris Agreement 
came back too quickly because 

of its ratification. We had 70 
countries, we are already at 105. 
This sudden upsurge shows a 
craze and if there is a craze, there 
must be awareness. We, Africans 
must remain united. The period 
up to 2020 was supposed to be 
a period of preparation. Now, 
we have already anticipated 
2020. And the agreement is 
operational. Those who are 
going to provide the 100 billion 
US dollars, what are they going 
to do now? Do we still have to 
wait to unlock the 100 billion 
dollars in 2020? Or as everyone 
has understood and as necessity 
commands, will the fund be 
ready very soon, to tackle the 
pressing challenges we face in 
Africa? That’s the question!

SPECIAL REPORT
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Reforestation Programs, 
biogas projects, improved 
outbreak project. Those are 
some aspects of the Guinean 
government’s ambitious 
policy to tackle climate 
change. Guinean minister in 
charge of environment, Ms. 
Christine Sagno Kourouma 
Adja, talks about this policy 
in the interview she gave to 
Femmes d’Afrique magazine 
at the COP22 conference in 
Marrakesh.
.
Why are you attending COP22 
in Marrakech?
COP21 took place in Paris, 
France in December last year. 
It ended with the adoption of 
the Paris Agreements. Now 
this COP22 in Marrakesh, 
Morocco, is the time of actions. 
It’s the time to trigger the 
implementation of the Paris 
Agreements. That is why 
COP22 is called the “COP of 
Actions”. We have submitted 
numerous projects. We believe 
that the funding announced at 
COP21 will be obtained at this 
COP22. 

As Minister, what actions have 
you taken in your country 
after COP21?
After COP21, we launched 
projects, some to mitigate, 
other to adapt to, climate 
change impacts. These projects 
are implemented at community 
level. We have further 

developed a project on biogas 
and improved stoves. The use 
of wood energy destroys forest. 
We have popularized improved 
fireplaces, to lessen human 
pressure on forest. Across the 
country this year, we started 
an extensive reforestation 
campaign. 
My country, the Republic of 

Guinea is, as you know, West 
Africa’s water reservoir. All 
the major West African rivers’ 
sources are in Guinea. A case 
is the big Niger river that flows 
through some six countries. 
This year our reforestation 
focused on the banks of the 
Niger river. 

You have mentioned the 
funding announced last 
year at COP21. Are you sure 
that the biggest polluters 
like China and the United 

States will release the funds 
that countries like yours are 
awaiting ?
At COP21, all those polluters 
made funding announcements. 
Now the announcements must 
become reality. Africa needs 
that funding. It will help her 
to really fight against the 
global warming  scourge that is 
plaguing the whole of her, and 
destroying the whole world. 
I want to talk about climate 
change. Today, all countries 
feel it. Everywhere on the 
globe we see floods, drought, 
deforestation. We ask all the 
major countries that have 
announced the funding, to 
make the money available 
now to the developing world. 
They are the polluters. The 
developing world is suffering 
of a situation it did not create 
Climate change is a global 
catastrophe. To successfully 
face it, all of us, developed 
and developing countries, 
must join hands, conjugate 
the same verb, walk in tight 
rows, not in scattered ranks. 
Showing example, the Republic 
of Guinea, is one of the first 
countries that have signed and 
ratified the Paris Agreement. 
I ask the countries that have 
not signed yet, to do it. I am 
sure that my country will be 
supported and will receive 
the funding to carry out the 
important anti-climate change 
projects we have. 

    

«Everywhere 
on the globe 
we see floods, 
drought, 
deforestation»

chriStine Sagno Kourouma adja
MINISTER Of ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND fORESTS Of GUINEA

“All the major West African rivers’
sources are in Guinea”
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© Maria de fatima jardim, 
Minister of the 
Environment of the 
Republic of Angola Maria 
de fatima COP22
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Oceanographer biologist, 
Ms. Maria de Fatima Jardim 
knows the value of all living 
creatures. We, human 
beings, are one group of 
those creatures. For sure, the 
quality of our life depends 
on the quality of the 
environment and diversity 
in which we live. Therefore, 
preserving the quality of this 
environment and diversity 
is working to improve 
humanity’s well-being. 
Minister Fatima Jardim 
perfectly knows all those 
facts. It would be surprising 
that she didn’t, given the 
importance of her country 
in Africa’s and therefore in 
world ecology. Angola’s land 
area is big: 1.247 million 
km2, in the tropical zone. 
Forests cover 46.4% of this 
area. It’s huge, compared 
to 27.7%, the average 
percentage of forest area 
compare to total land area 
in Sub Sahara African 
countries. Angola’s internal 
fresh water reserve is 6,109 
m3 per capita, while the 
equivalent figure for Sub-
Sahara Africa is 3,987 m3. 
Ms. was a researcher in 
biology before getting into 
politics. In her country, 
she was the first woman to 

become Deputy Minister. 
She was Deputy Minister 
of Fisheries, and after that 
Minister of Fisheries. Now, 
she is Minister of Fisheries 
and Environment, in 
addition to being a member 
of Parliament. 
“When you say 
environment, I think of life, 
everything that represents 
life”, she told the Femmes 
d’Afrique magazine’s 
journalists that interviewed 
her during COP22 in 
Marrakesh last November. 
“We think of the people, we 
think of our planet. We must 
save our people. It is our 
responsibility to protect our 
endangered planet”

What is Angola’s interest in 
COP22?
COP22 is very important for 
us in Angola. Our government 
approved the Paris Agreement. 
Angola is a party of the 
climate change convention. 
Sustainable, inclusive, and 
climate-friendly development 
is Angola’s government 
objective. In this objective, we 
also include women, youth 
and children issues. 
We, Angolans, have finalized 
the Paris Agreement with 
the presidency of the least 
developed countries. For 
us, the fight against poverty, 
vulnerability and climate 
change is part of our general 
struggle for development. We 
see COP22 as a continuation 
of that struggle.
At COP22, we want developed 
countries to compensate 
Africa. It is their responsibility. 
For centuries, they kept 
polluting the atmosphere. In a 
way or another, they continue 
to pollute. This is how they 
developed. Climate change, 
global warming, are the direct 
result of their pollution. Yet, 
Africa, the continent that 
polluted the least, by far, is 
today the one that suffers 
the most of Climate Change 
and global warming. This is 

    

«For us, the 
fight against 
poverty, 
vulnerability 
and climate 
change is part 
of our general 
struggle for 
development»

maria de Fatima jardim, 
MiniStEr of thE EnvironMEnt of thE rEpUblic of AngolA MAriA dE fAtiMA cop22

“Climate change, global warming, are the direct 
result of developed countries’ pollution”
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not fair. Developed countries 
must compensate Africa. 
They must do it financially, of 
course, but also by transferring 
technology. 
We must also transfer 
knowledge. We cannot accept 
that at the level of renewable 
energy we must always buy. 
Why always buy? We want this 
technology. We do not want to 
be like the needy: receiving 
without working. 

What is your ministry 
currently doing to combat 
global warming?
Angola is a country with 
different ecosystems. Among 
others, we have forests, 
savannas, and deserts. We 
implement decentralized 
strategies. Our poor 
populations endure enormous 
vulnerability problems, for 
instance during the raining 

season. Rain is water and 
therefore, life. But it could 
also cause disasters and death. 
Some poor people build 
their dwellings in wetlands. 
Heavy rains crush all of them 
down, sometimes killing 
the dwellers. It is extremely 
painful. We very much regret 
this loss of life. 
From an ecological viewpoint, 
we must preserve the 
environment, including 
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wetlands. How to do it in a 
country like Angola, where 
Climate Change is already 
causing very heavy rains that 
kill?
The poor have built their homes 
in wetlands. After the rains, 
these houses will disappear. 
We will complain about a 
poor quality of life. However, 
wetlands must be preserved. 
Preserving the environment is 
important. 
My department is implementing 
an environmental management 
program which includes land 
development in the context 
of climate change. In rural 
areas, we take care of agro-
ecology. Green economy is our 
government’s motto. This is 
an economy that reduces CO2 
emission reduction. 

How do you reduce CO2 
emissions in Angola? 
African farmers largely practice 
subsistence agriculture. 
Generally, few of them see 
the negative consequences of 
cutting a tree without replanting 
one. We have to inform them 
about these consequences. 
That’s why, with the financial 
help of African Development 
Bank, agro-ecology centers are 
implanted all over Angola..
Among others, these centers 
train rural women. They 
are sensitized to ecological 
challenges. They acquire 
knowledge in the management 
of forest. They plant trees. 
They grow organic and healthy 
food. This will extend our 
population’s life expectancy. 
The mortality rate in my 
country is alarming.
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dr. haKima el haite
DElEGATE MINISTER IN CHARGE Of ENVIRONMENT, MOROCCO AND COP22 HOST

“As an African and a member of the UN General 
Assembly, I campaign for an Africa that has the 
right to dignity, access to water and food security”
Morocco’s forward-thinking energy 
policy is one reason why Morocco 
was chosen to host the COP22. 
The  mastermind of this policy is 
Dr. Hakima El Haite, the Moroccan 
Kingdom’s Minister Delegate in 
Charge of Environment of the 
Minister of Energy, Mining, Water 
and Environment. He holds a PhD 
in Environmental Engineering from 
the School of Mines of Saint-Etienne, 
France and a Degree in political 
communication, from the University of 
Washington, D. C. 

As member of the executive board of 
the Popular Movement (MP), she is 
one of the most prominent Moroccan 
women in politics. In the global stage, 
she chairs the International Relations 
Committee, is the Vice –president of 
U.S–NAPEO (North Africa Partnership 
for Economic Opportunity), chairperson 
of Connectingroup International, 
and deputy chairperson of the Liberal 
International for Women.
“The Paris agreement was a historic 
multilateral agreement but Paris is 
behind us,” Dr El Haite said. “Now, too 
many people are already suffering of 
climate change. Their expectations are 
enormous. The climate is no longer mild 
and we cannot wait any longer.” 
She continues, giving her vision of 
Africa: 
“As an African and a member of the 
UN General Assembly, I campaign for 
an Africa that has the right to dignity, 
access to water and food security. An 
Africa where girls no longer have to go 
and get water very far when they should 

be going to school. An Africa where no 
land and water are disputed because of 
the drought. An Africa where peoples 
no longer migrate, but work at home to 
build their countries. We dream of an 
Africa rich in its youth, rich in resources. 
We are a potential reservoir of renewable 
energies. With our human resources we 
can build Africa. But we cannot do it 
with the northern polluters. Even if we 
build a little paradise, it will be destroyed 
because of greenhouse gas emissions.”
Consequently, “We call for them to 
respect their commitments in terms 
of financial participation in line with 
the road map of the Paris Agreement. 
We have an exceptional new dynamic 
because COP22 is the COP of solutions. 
All solution carriers are at this COP22. 
We no longer have to wait for developed 
countries and today many initiatives are 
underway to improve Africans’ daily life”.

Asked, as COP22 was 
ending, if this COP 22 had 
been a success, she replied: 

“We have set up an agenda of actions 
under the supervision or the facilitation 
of the two champions of which I am a 
member and the whole agenda of the 
actions mobilized the international 
community. Notably northern states, 
businessmen, financiers, the transport 
business communities. With all of them, 
we will work for the energy transition. 
We are delighted because we have never 
had such a massive involvement before. 
The global effort on the issue had never 
been so intense. You will see great 
announcements. We Africans can catch 
up by making the best technological 
choices and becoming the cradle of the 
decarbonated civilization we dreamed 
of in Paris.”
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We, Heads of State, Government, and Delegations, 
gathered in Marrakech, on African soil, for the 
High-Level Segment of the 22nd Session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, the 
12th Session of the Conference of the Parties 
serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol, and the 1st Session of the Conference 
of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the 
Parties to the Paris Agreement, at the gracious 
invitation of His Majesty the King of Morocco, 
Mohammed VI, issue this proclamation to signal 
a shift towards a new era of implementation and 
action on climate and sustainable development. 
Our climate is warming at an alarming and 
unprecedented rate and we have an urgent duty 
to respond.
We welcome the Paris Agreement, adopted under 
the Convention, its rapid entry into force, with 
its ambitious goals, its inclusive nature and its 
reflection of equity and common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the 
light of different national circumstances, and we 
affirm our commitment to its full implementation.
Indeed, this year, we have seen extraordinary 
momentum on climate change worldwide, and 
in many multilateral fora. This momentum 
is irreversible – it is being driven not only by 
governments, but by science, business and global 
action of all types at all levels.
Our task now is to rapidly build on that momentum, 
together, moving forward purposefully to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and to foster adaptation 
efforts, thereby benefiting and supporting the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 
Sustainable Development Goals.
We call for the highest political commitment 
to combat climate change, as a matter of urgent 
priority. We call for strong solidarity with those 
countries most vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change, and underscore the need to support 
efforts aimed to enhance their adaptive capacity, 

strengthen resilience and reduce vulnerability.
We call for all Parties to strengthen and support 
efforts to eradicate poverty, ensure food security 
and to take stringent action to deal with climate 
change challenges in agriculture.
We call for urgently raising ambition and 
strengthening cooperation amongst ourselves to 
close the gap between current emissions trajectories 
and the pathway needed to meet the long-term 
temperature goals of the Paris Agreement.
We call for an increase in the volume, flow and 
access to finance for climate projects, alongside 
improved capacity and technology, including 
from developed to developing countries. We the 
Developed Country Parties reaffirm our USD $100 
billion mobilization goal.
We, unanimously, call for further climate action and 
support, well in advance of 2020, taking into account 
the specific needs and special circumstances of 
developing countries, the least developed countries 
and those particularly vulnerable to the adverse 
impacts of climate change.
We who are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol encourage 
the ratification of the Doha Amendment.
We, collectively, call on all non-state actors to 
join us for immediate and ambitious action 
and mobilization, building on their important 
achievements, noting the many initiatives and the 
Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action 
itself, launched in Marrakech.
The transition in our economies required to meet 
the objectives of the Paris Agreement provides 
a substantial positive opportunity for increased 
prosperity and sustainable development.
The Marrakech Conference marks an important 
inflection point in our commitment to bring 
together the whole international community to 
tackle one of the greatest challenges of our time.
As we now turn towards implementation and 
action, we reiterate our resolve to inspire solidarity, 
hope and opportunity for current and future 
generations. 

marraKech action Proclamation

FOR OUR CLIMATE AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

COP 22
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nicole oKala bilai ahandjena 
fOUNDING PRESIDENT Of NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT-CAMEROON

“My presence at COP22 has 
been very fruitful”
A Senator of the Cameroonian 
central region and former 
Mayor of Mbangassina city 
in that region, Nicole Okala 
Bilai Ahandjena is a passionate 
environment protector. She 
is the founding president of 
the Cameroonian Association 
for the Protection of Nature 
and Environment (Nature and 
Environment). At any cost 
would she have missed the 
COP22.

What is the object of your 
participation to COP22
We came to defend a project. 
This project involves creating 
endangered tree nurseries in 
Cameroon. In that country, 
deforestation is exterminating 
whole range of trees. No longer 
shall we see them again. It’s 
alarming! We are a precious asset 
that future generations will lack, 
will never enjoy. Take the case 
of ebony. It is the mouabi. It is a 
flop of ten trees that we want to 
remake. That is to say to create 
nurseries and also to be able to 
dispatch them in Cameroon, in 
Africa and elsewhere.
We have been in partnership 
with Moroccans for years. It 
started when I was mayor. Since 
then, we have kept contact with 
Moroccan associations. They are 
with us in this project, in this 
beautiful nurseries adventure. It 
is profitable to today’s and future 
generations. Already, it will 

create jobs and provide training 
to young people. An important 
aspect is that it will raise 
awareness on the importance of 
environmental preservation in 
the entire country. 
At COP22, I visited different 
stands where I learnt a lot. 
For example, what Moroccan 
recycling craftsmen do is 
instructive. From car tires to 
coca cola cans, and carton, they 
recycle everything. My idea 
is to bring these craftsmen in 
Cameroon to train our youth in 
recycling techniques. 

How do you see the future of 
environmental protection?

Together with the participants 
at this COP22, we will keep 
fighting against global 
warming. In reality, developed 
countries not Africa are the 
polluters who damage the 
ozone layer. Yet, Africa is 
suffering the consequences of 
this damage. It is a really unjust 
situation. Their multinationals 
destroy the climate and the 
environment, making life 
difficult in our countries, 
while they close their doors, 
preventing us from moving 
to their own countries. The 
solution is for all to protect 
nature, and give it back its 
letters of nobility. 

ENTREPRENEURS
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chantal KambiWa
PRESIDENT Of THE AfRICAN WOMEN’S fORUM fOR DEVElOPMENT POST 2015

“For COP22 to succeed, governments must act 
according to their commitment, provide the resources, 
and work with civil society to combat global warming”
Chantal Kambiwa chairs an 
NGO that promotes women’s 
role in the dialogue between 
leaders and civil society 
working together for Africa’s 
development. She had her place 
at COP22.

Why is COP22 important for you 
and your organization?
Africa cannot develop without 
African women’s participation. 
African women cannot be left 
behind. Climate Change threatens 
all of us. Therefore, women must 
build their capacity to tackle that 
change. They must all the more 
do so since as farmer, mother 
or wife, they are usually the first 
victims of climate change. Our 
NGO’s participation to the COP22 
conference bring the African 
women’s viewpoint on climate 
change in the perspective of the 
post-2015 developmental goals.

What is needed for the COP22 to 
be a success?
For it to succeed, it must actually 
be the COP of action. After all 
the resolutions taken in Paris 
at COP21 last year, and the 
speeches heard in Lima recently, 
COP22 in Marrakesh must be the 
conference of action. For COP22 
to succeed, governments must act 
according to their commitment, 
provide the resources, and work 
with civil society to combat global 
warming. 
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Fatima mahamat Seid, 
PRESIDENT ASSOCIATION

“Helping a woman means 
helping an entire family”
Leader of a women’s association in Chad, 
her country, Fatima Mahamat Seid 
attended COP22. She found it interesting. 
For her, it was the opportunity to promote 
her association at the international level. 
Through the numerous contacts she made, 
she exchanged and learnt lessons that will 
share with members of her association.

What is your association’s mission?
My association takes care of women in the 
regions of Lake Chad, Khanem and Baghaza. 
We help them by educating girls, encouraging 
them to go to school. We show still illiterate 
women how to become independent 

What is your association’s interest in 
COP22?
We came to COP22 to expose our 
environmental problems. The desert is 
progressing fast. COP22 has been called the 
COP of solutions. We are looking for people 
and institutions that will indeed help us to 
act more effectively in what our association 
does. 

Before coming to COP22, was your 
association involved in anti-global warming 
actions?
We try to build water wells for the women of 
our region. We teach them how to deal with 
climate change.

What is your message to the global 
decision-makers present at COP22 in 
Marrakech?
I would like to tell them that helping a 
woman means helping a whole family. So 
wherever they happen to be they must help 
women. That would amount to helping 
several countries.

ENTREPRENEURS
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jeSSica raKotoariSoa
AMbASSADOR fOR NOMAD - SOlAR bAG-VITA MAlAGASy, IN MADAGASCAR

“I am looking for financing to 
expand our production capacity”
Jessica Rakotoarisoa is an 
innovative young woman 
entrepreneur from Madagascar. 
She is 27, with plenty of 
new ideas in clean energy 
development. At COP22 she was 
looking for partnership to carry 
out the projects she has started, 
in particular the “Solar Bag” 
project. 

What is the “Solar Bag” concept?
I produce bags and accessories 
from Malagasy’s natural fibers. 
We include a small photovoltaic 
plate to the bags, allowing them to 
charge telephone and tablets. As 
soon as the bag is in daylight, even 
if it is not too sunny, the battery 
inside the bag is automatically 
recharged. You then have enough 
power. With a USB cable you 
charge your phone, your tablet, or 
any other device. 

When did you launch that 
project?
The project was launched in 
November 2015 on the occasion of 
the Smart Up Weekend, a Global 
Entrepreneurship Week. The first 
Solar Bag prototype was produced 
for that event. Afterwards, Solar 
Bag participated in several 
international competitions. Now 
it is presented at COP22, in 
partnership with the International 
Organization of Francophonie.

How much is the Solar Bag?
Its price is 79 euros. Our 
competitors, in the United 

States and Germany, sells their 
equivalent products at 250 US 
dollars.

How much is the Solar Bag? Is 
the price affordable for Malagasy 
and African youth?
We do not really target the 
Malagasy market now. It 
represents only 20% of the 
clientele. 80% of our sales are made 

in the USA and Europe, thanks to 
the partners who helped us find 
markets there. At the present 
stage, “Nomad”, the name of the 
Solar Bag, is looking for capital to 
increase our production capacity. 
This will allow us to increase the 
production of Nomad, in order 
to satisfy the increasing demand. 
We hope to introduce Nomad in 
the West African markets. Our 
participations to international 
fairs opens new markets for our 
product.

Is Nomad entirely manufactured  
in Madagascar or in Africa?
Yes. In Madagascar, we have 
two looms and four Malagasy 
craftsmen who make our fabrics 
from Malagazy materials. Except 
the photovoltaic plate, all the 
materials that make up the Solar 
Bag are Malagasy materials. We 
import the plate from France. 
Apart from the plate, all the 
specificities and technicalities 
come from us. We are continuing 
to work with Malagasy engineers 
who help us to upgrade the 
product.

Were you able to find sponsors at 
COP22 for your project?
For me, COP22 is a great 
experience. I came to COP22 
with the idea also to improve 
our product’s technical quality. 
At COP22, one finds some of 
the world greatest experts in the 
photovoltaic market. I needed to 
approach them.
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Pida WeeK 2016
AbIDjAN, COTE D’IVOIRE, 21-24 
NOVEMbER 2016

Creating Jobs 
through Regional 
Infrastructure 
Development
The 2nd edition of week for the 
Programme for Infrastructure 
Development in Africa 
(PIDA), held from 21 to 24 
November 2016 at the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) in 
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. This 
event runned under the theme: 
“Creating Jobs through Regional 
Infrastructure Development. 
PIDA week 2016 intends to 
build on the achievements of 
the inaugural event in 2015 to 
increase the visibility of PIDA 
projects, gather and reach out to 
the global infrastructure investor 
community, development 
finance institutions, export 
credit agencies, project sponsors 
(public and private) and 
governments.

During this Week, nearly two 
hundred and fifty thousand 
participants attended meetings 
and presentation sessions. 
During these meetings, AUC, 
NEPAD and AfDB experts 
presented regional infrastructure 
projects as well as their impact on 
the socio-economic development 
of Africa and in particular on 

the creation of 
jobs for young 
people. They 
also discuss and 
evaluate progress 
made within 
sector (transport, 
water resources, 
energy and ICT’s) 
p r o g r a m m e s /
projects and 
facilitate sharing of knowledge 
and experiences.
The meeting was officially 
launched by H.E Mr. Gaousou 
Touré, Ministry of transport of 
Cote d’Ivoire.

Dr Elham Ibrahim, 
Commissioner in charge of 
Energy and Infrastructure at 
the African Union Commission 
(AUC), stressed during her 
opening speech that “PIDA 
should play an important role 
in closing the gap between job 
creation and unemployment. 
To this end, public decision-
makers and private sector actors 
are invited to actively undertake 
training and skills development 
in infrastructure development, 

particularly in the construction 
of roads, railway systems, power 
generation and to enable young 
Africans to be well prepared for 
the implementation of complex 
programs. “

Dr  Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, 
CEO of NEPAD Agency  said 
that in order to increase the 
number of regional and national 
infrastructure projects and their 
impact in Africa, changes would 
be needed to adapt mentalities 
and policies and implementation 
of programmes. 
“Africa expects to be able to 
benefit from its essential human 
resources, young people, who 
must be prepared to allow 
their meaningful participation 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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in national development 
efforts. I believe this is possible 
through the development of 
infrastructure” he also added
Stefan Nalletamby, AfDB Vice-
President for Infrastructure, 
Private Sector and Regional 
stressed “We have chosen our 
destination and we will do so 
as long as we are assured of the 
excellence of our infrastructure 
and the total reliability of 
its implementation and its 
operation on the ground. PIDA 
has the distinction of being 
Africa’s first infrastructure 
development program, designed 
by Africans and wholly owned 
and approved at the highest level 
by African Heads of State and 
Governments. He must succeed, 

“he said.
All participants were agreed 
that developing regional 
infrastructure is a catalyst of Job 
creation. It will thus generate 
thousands of employment 
among various sectors for the 
African growing population.
PIDA is an African Union (AU) 
initiative implemented through 
a partnership between the AU 
Commission (AUC), the NEPAD 
Planning and Coordinating 
Agency (NPCA) and the African 
Development Bank (AfDB). It 
will enable African leaders to 
speak with one voice and reach 
for common goals. It offers 
policymakers a ready-made list 
of priorities that address physical 
infrastructure needs and the soft 

issues of governance. 

PIDA will enable countries to:
• Reduce energy costs and 
increase access.
Africa will reap savings on 
electricity production costs of 
$30 billion a year, or $850 billion 
through 2040 Power access will 
rise from 39% in 2009 to nearly 
70% in 2040, providing access to 
an additional 800 million people.
• Slash transport costs and boost 
intra-African trade.
Transport efficiency gains will be 
at least $172 billion in the African 
Regional Transport Integration 
Network (ARTIN), with the 
potential for much larger savings 
as trade corridors open. Steady 
advances in regional integration 
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and services will finally create a 
shift from overseas trade to trade 
between countries and within 
and across regions, helping fulfill 
the promise of the 2028 African 
Common Market.
• Ensure water and food security.
Africa has the lowest water 
storage capacity and irrigated 
agriculture in the world, and 
about half the continent faces 
some sort of water stress or water 
scarcity and demand is going to 
surge. To deal with the coming 
crisis, PIDA will enable the water 
storage infrastructure needed for 
food production and trade.
• Increase global connectivity.
PI DA will boost broadband 
connectivity by 20 percentage 
points. Increasing broad band 
penetration by 10%, which can 
be expected by 2018, will increase 
GDP by 1% by strengthening 
connections between goods and 
markets and between people and 

jobs. Trade and competitiveness 
are not the only considerations 
when planning Africa’s 
infrastructure future. Without 

investing in itself, Africa will not 
be in position to generate the jobs 
its growing population will need. 
In 2010 Africa had 51 cities with 
more than a million residents, 
and 2 (Cairo and Lagos) with 
more than 10 million. In 2040 
it is expected to have more than 
100 cities of more than a million 
residents and at least 7 topping 10 
million. Implicit in this surging 
population forecast is the rising 
number of Africa’s workforce. 
The continent is poised as a 
man power reservoir for Africa’s 
economic growth and the 
world economy and with PIDA 
providing the infrastructure 
base, Africa will have a powerful 
vehicle for strong, shared and 
sustainable growth.
This African initiative aims to 
tackle Africa’s low infrastructure 
level which hampers that 
continent’s competitiveness in 
world markets.

INFRASTRUCTURE

“In 2040, it 
is expected 
to have 
more than 
100 cities of 
more than 
a million 
residents 
and at least 
7 topping 
10 million”
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“OSER REVER”

CULTURE

lilja ndaPanda itenge-Prieur
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“OSER REVER” is the story of a 
child refugee’s unlikely itinerary, 
in search of a forbidden 
education. Despite numerous 
obstacles, the child grows to 
adolescence and becomes an 
adult. With determination, this 
adult eventually reaches the 
child’s dream.
This is a true story that begins 
in Namibia in the late 1970s. 
The country is then under the 
yoke of apartheid. This harsh 
racial discrimination and the 
war it was waging against Black 
people forced the child’s family 
to flee the country. 
Lilja and the numerous 
members of her family are 
united in their daily struggle 
against the horrors of the war. 
Her account of the crimes 
immediately evokes some of the 
contemporary wars TV screens 
regularly show us these days. 
From her native village to 
refugee camps, through Angola, 
Zambia, Cameroon, Lilja has to 
“survive” by walking, running, 
hiding, traveling hundreds of 
kilometers, enduring hunger, 
thirst, physical exhaustion. She 
faces the throes of fear, she 
battles with loneliness. Always, 

the anguish to fall into her 
executioner’s hands tortures 
her. But she never falls into the 
depression that is always close. 
Lilja overcomes this long 
torment, with few moments 
of respite thanks to life that 
sometimes sends you people 
who hold out your hand and 
change your destiny.
It is with modesty and delicacy 
that Lilja describes her path.
Without resentment or hatred, 

always humble, and full of 
gratitude, Lilja opens her heart 
to share with her reader, the 
internal vigor that helps her to 
“grow” and achieve her dream.

Thanks to her generosity, the 
author expose to us a terrible 
episode of her existence, and 
succeeds in integrating us in 
her universe. As in a touching 
movie, we feel the story’s details, 
smells, colors, and often tense 
atmosphere. But there are also 
some rare tender sequences. 
A notable success of the book is 
that the author has succeeded to 
carry and integrate the reader 
into her story.
Reading the book, one becomes 
the little girl whose misadventure 
is reported. One sympathizes 
with her. One becomes her 
friend, willing to help her. You 
want to help her. One share 
her emotions, particularly after 
having undergone a succession 
of terrible setbacks, she escapes, 
and finds a few moments of 
happiness. 
“Oser rêver”, in English “Dare 
dreaming”, is beautiful novel 
that one easily imagines 
translated into a movie.
Today Lilja Ndapanda 
Itenge-Prieur, the author and 
heroine can look back with 
appeasement. She is now a 
mature Namibian woman 
who lives in Paris, France. The 
hurdles that she successfully 
surmounted have strengthened 
her. Confident, she knows that 
in life, with determination, 
one can reach almost any goal. 
She is now transmitting this 
teaching worldwide, supporting 
education of youth, particularly 
young girls. This is a teaching 
useful to all of us.

“Oser rêver” is published by 
Editions JMH whose web site is: 

http://editionjmh.com/

CULTURE
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On the author
Lilja Ndapanda Itenge-Prieur holds a master in business 
administration. She recently obtained a second master degree, in 
marketing business policy. Following her continuous improvement 
philosophy, she is currently completing a third master, in 
international markets with the Chartered Institute of Procurement 
in the United Kingdom.
Positive book reviews acclaimed "Oser rêver" when it was published 
in 2013. The novel won the "Prix de la Romancière" (Female Novelist 
Prize), that Myriam Kournaf, CEO of the prestigious five stars Hotel 
Le Montalembert in the cozy 7th arrondissement of Paris has created. 

«The true 
story of 
a child in 
Namibia 
struggling 
against 
the yoke of 
apartheid»
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COOPERATION

agathe euzen, reSearcher at cnrS

“A dam blocks and stores water that otherwise 
would have satisfied other needs. Inevitably, the 
dam has adverse consequences on biodiversity”
Agathe Euzen was a panelist at one 
of the major scientific side-event 
organized during the COP22. 
Femmes d’Afrique magazine 
attended that very instructive 
side-event during which scientists 
from Africa and Europe intervened 
in an exercise that exemplifies 
scientific cooperation.. If we want 
to solve the problems that Climate 
Change are inflicted to us and to 
our planet, the first and perhaps 
single most efficient tool we have is 
science. 
Beyond money that African 
governments, individually or 
collectively, kept demanding at 
COP22 plenary sessions, scientific 
know how, is the most precious 
asset they should work to acquire. 
Without the training of teams 
of competent African climate 
scientists, climate change will 
continue to hurt Africans very 
severely. Hence, the importance of 
both the scientific side-event and 
the exposé that Ms. Agathe Euzen, 
a researcher with the renowned 
French national research agency, 
CNRS, presented at that event. 

You have made an important 
presentation during a COP22 
scientific side-event. What was it 
about?
My contribution focused on water. 
It is said that COP22 is the COP of 
water. My exposé centered on issues 
related to water, in the perspective 
of climate change. I wanted to show 
that the world has sufficient water 
reserves for the world population. But 
a careful policy is needed to ensure 
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that we do not run out of water in the 
years to come. 
The problem is distribution. Will 
we be able to transport water from 
the reservoir to the place where 
people increasingly live and need 
water? In the coming years, over 
70% of the world population will be 
concentrating themselves in urban 
areas. And 50% of this population 
will live in the coastal areas. Surely 
there are not enough water resources 
in those areas to meet the population 
needs and to serve the massive 
agricultural activities needed to feed 
that population. What must be done?
To start, citizens must learn to limit 
their consumption of water. Second, 
must be put in place, systems of 
efficient collection and use of 
rainwater. Simultaneously, a restraint 
should be put on drilling water. 
And for agriculture, drip irrigation 
should be the rule. In all situations, 
a reasoned use of water must avoid 
waste and limit evaporation.
The second point that I developed is 
the importance of having water for 
biodiversity, water needed for the 
survival of all the animal species on 
earth.
Furthermore, fighting desertification 
is contributing to the preservation 
of water resources. In this regard, 
different projects are being 
implemented. For instance, the Great 
Green Wall. 
It is well known that desertification 

areas are often those of monoculture 
agriculture. Biodiversity is therefore 
a strategy against desertification. 
Relentlessly, we must favor the 
preservation of nature’s extraordinary 
biodiversity richness. Preserving 
biodiversity satisfies not only human 
needs, but also the needs of all living 
creatures. And it is beautiful for the 
environment.
Then, there is the issue of water for 
energy. For instance, when a dam 
is built. A dam blocks and stores 
water that otherwise would have 
satisfied other needs. Inevitably, the 
dam has adverse consequences on 
biodiversity. On top of all, there the 
turmoil in the life of the populations 
residing in the vicinity of the dam.
In addition, a dam is a source of 
tensions between countries if it is 
a cross-border dam or if it affects 
in one way or the other, countries 

different from the one where it is 
built. If you capture the flow of an 
upstream stream, much will not be 
left for downstream flow. This can 
create tensions, even wars. 
Access to water for basic human 
needs is another large problem. 
Namely access to clean water for 
human consumption and water for 
sanitation. This is the small water 
circuit. The movement towards the 
Millennium Development Goals 
has slightly improved this access 
for many people around the world. 
But a lot still needs to be done. Too 
many people have no access today to 
quality water to drink or to be used in 
sanitation. Hence hygiene and public 
health problems, and degradation 
of the living environment. To sum 
up, public authorities should never 
forget water for sanitation when  we 
they tackle access to drinking water 
problems.

You have raised a lot of problems. 
What solutions do you propose?
Given climate change, population 
displacement and urban planning, 
would it not be wise, for example, 
to stabilize populations where they 
live? What they need is the means 
to develop themselves. This implies 
facilitating their access to water. I rely 
on what is being done in Morocco, 
in Iran or in China, on traditional 
devices. 
For instance, what the Khanats, 

«Ciitizens 
must learn 
to limit

their 
consumption 
of water»
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Karezes or Ketaras are doing in 
Morocco. These are traditional 
systems for routing gravity or natural 
water to development areas and oasis. 
If we rehabilitate these traditional 
knowledge, if we maintain these 
particularly ingenious networks, 
we will stabilize the population 
and further develop the irrigated 
perimeters needed to feed them. Will 
follow, a commercial system for the 
agricultural products the enlarged 
irrigated perimeters have produced. 
Availability of drinking water and 
increase agricultural production, 
improve social well-being. Training 
and knowledge exchanges will build 
the population’s capacity. That is 
one way to tackle the challenges of 
climate change.

You advocate the efficient use of 
rainwater. Tell us how?
First, we have to know that there 
are several types of water, namely 
rivers, groundwater, underground 
water, etc. Many traditional ways 
of collecting rainwater exist Rather 
than letting the rain trickles down 
randomly, it is necessary to create, 
for example, half-moons around the 
feet of the trees. This creates a small 
storage basin, which will slow down 
the flow and keep water at the foot of 
the trees. Rainwater is thus captured. 
Rainwater can also be captured 
from the roofs of houses. Here 
we recommend a flat roof slightly 
inclined during construction. We also 
have sloped roofs with a collection 
system that takes into account a gutter 
and a pipe that will carry the water 
in tanks. These practices are both 
ancient and extremely developed 
in South Mediterranean countries 
that are subjected to lack of water. 
In Australia, this system is used; 
populations directly consume the 
rainwater and find it of good quality. 
I am a little more nuanced about this 
because it is necessary to know that 
the first rain is not good quality water 
since it has washed the atmosphere, 
carrying impurities and particles that 
float in the atmosphere. The second 
or third rains, and the following ones 
may better fit for consumption.

What do you think of Singapore’s 
rainwater policy?
Rainwater collection is possible at 
all scales. However, I would say it 
is necessary to first act locally with 
simple devices that collect water for 
a daily use. On the other hand, and 
this is the responsibility of everyone, 
there may be a system implemented 
at the level of a municipality that is 
completely adapted or on the scale of a 
very large city. This is what Singapore 
did. Singapore is an emblematic city, 
with its ability to make choices that 
matter its ecological. I do not have 
accurate and precise knowledge of 
Singapore’s use of rainwater, but I 
know that they use it to water green 
spaces. It is not a drinking water. 
Rainwater would be excellent to 
refresh the urban space.

From your viewpoint, what will 
make COP22 a success?
Given the agreement reached at 
COP21 in Paris in December 2015, 
each State must make the efforts we 
all need to limit global temperature 

rise to its pre-industrial period: 1.5 
degrees, Celsius. 
Financing is very important too. The 
Adaptation Fund, its management, 
its distribution to needed projects 
should be carefully supervised. 
Transparency is crucial. The Green 
Fund must reach those who really 
need it. But we must keep in mind 
that those who really need it do not 
necessarily have the intellectual 
means to submit a project. It is 
imperative to put in place a path 
that  allows them to receive the these 
funds.

You are in Africa. What are the two 
perils facing this continent? What 
would you advise Africans to do? 
First, people’s health. This means 
access to clean water. Without clean 
human live is impossible. Without 
water, it’s impossible to grow food. 
Agriculture must be developed, 
an agriculture that preserves 
biodiversity. Second, the problem of 
promoting well-being and a quality 
of life that is acceptable to all.
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obitUArY

Born on 15 August 1914 in 
South Africa, my aunt received 
during her life, many graces 
from the Lord. The moderation 
that characterized her life also 
explained her longevity: Aunt 
Koko distances herself from any 
excess.
From our earliest childhood, she 
taught us moderation. Consume 
moderately what is lawful and 
healthy. Reject anything that is not. 
Never lose control. Always remain 
master of yourself.
My aunt was an example of modesty. 
She never considered herself 
superior to anybody. Whether you 
were young or an adult, a girl or a 
boy, a notable or a simple peasant, 
rich or poor, she gave you the 
same respect. For her, all men and 
women are equal human beings. 
This principle of strict equality 
in interpersonal relationships, 
she maintained it high within our 
family and the community in which 
I grew up. As a result, it deeply 
affected me in my childhood, and 
forever.
Aunt Koko’s vitality, even after she 
crossed 100 years, struck those who 
approached her. Last 15 August, 
the family gathered to celebrate 
her 102nd birthday. I had a long 
conversation with her.
As she did during her birthday 
parties, this time too, she had sung 
and danced. She said, “This is the 
last celebration of my birthday, so 
let’s have fun and rejoice, because 
it’s the last time this event will 
happen in my presence. Let us enjoy 
with all our hearts. “

She saw that I was 
intrigued. Quickly, she 
added: 
“The day of my departure, of my 
return to the Creator, do not be 
sad, do not cry, because God has 
given me enough time to be with 
all of you. I would like that day to 
be a day of joy, like this celebration 
we are having now. I think that 
God has given me all this time for 
me to purify myself enough before 

coming to Him. I think it is time for 
me to go back where I have to go 
after this long life.”

I listened silently. Then I 
told her:
“Aunt Koko, I cannot promise you 
that on your return to the Creator, I 
will not cry.”
She laughed and said: 
“You are right! My daughter, it’s 
emotional. Myself, when my father 

died, at the age of 106, I found 
myself shedding tears.”
She continued, “really, I do not want 
you to feel miserable when I will go. 
Remember only the best times we 
spent together and celebrate. Stay 
cheerful, for I am returning to the 
Father of Heaven. “
Following her death on 7 November 
2016, we organized funeral 
ceremonies according to her last 
wishes. It was a great celebration 
of her life. The family, church 
members, and the crowd that 
came to accompany her on her last 
journey to the Creator, all of us 
were in joy. The testimonies heard 
showed us that Mama Agnes Koko 
Khathi’s inspiring life, has exceeded 
the framework of our family. She 
has become a model of behavior 
and humanity, even for people who 
we do not know.
I remember my aunt: she was 
the mother of all. She did not 
discriminate. She welcomed 
everyone with the same love. I also 
retain her fear of God. She invited 
all her interlocutors to the same 
fear. Since her reconciliation with 
her Creator, she could no longer 
imagined a life without the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
Mama Agnes Koko Khathi, you 
will stay forever in my heart. I will 
never forget you. Rest in the peace 
and love of Jesus, the Lord whom 
you have always served with great 
devotion.

Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma
Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission

“Mama Agnes Koko Khathi, 
forever in my heart”

«For 
her, all 
men and 
women are 
equal 
human 
beings» 
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MArrAkEch, AftEr thE cop 22 on thE thEME of Action

It may be useful to remember 
and to point out that the caps 
are intended to bring together 
not only representatives 
of the Parties, but also 
outside governments, all the 
stakeholders who, directly or 
indirectly, tackle with Climate 
Change questions.

In 2001, Marrakesh hosted 
the Conference of the Parties 
on Climate Change. Thus, 
Marrakesh was already 
contributing to the preliminary 
actions to reduce the disastrous 
effects of climate change.
After the decisions in Paris 
in December last year, the 
negotiations in Lima a few 
months ago, Marrakesh became 
the conference of action.
For several months, the ocher 
city carefully and seriously 
prepared itself, like the whole 
Morocco, to host this very 
important COP22. 
Given the global situation, 
a particular attention was 
devoted to the safety of the 
participants.
Today, we can proudly say that 
everything went perfectly well. 
Not even a minor incident was 
recorded.
Such a success results from 
the exceptional awareness of 
Moroccan State’s services, under 
the permanent monitoring of 
His Majesty King Mohamed 
VI. He wanted to make sure 
that the kingdom shows to the 
world what it is: a safe place, a 

The population’s involvement, the visual 
landscape and the scientific emergency

OPINION
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great country. Indeed such was 
the case.
The Moroccan population, 
particularly the inhabitants of 
Marrakech, fully understood 
the importance of what was 
at stake. In all the economic 
sectors, they have successfully 
taken up the challenge.
Rightfully, Moroccans can be 
satisfied, given the multitude 
of international praiseworthy 
comments on the organization 
of COP22.

Sustainable development
The objective of putting in place 
a sustainable development 
policy is underway. How quickly 
the decisions are implemented 
will be the yardstick to measure 
the dynamism that COP22 
triggered. We will particularly 
watch what happens in the solar 
sector. Of great importance 
are also: the treatment of 
wastewater and the use of 
methane to produce electricity. 
In Marrakesh specifically, we 
will also observe the changes in 
the watering of green areas and 
especially the area’s numerous 
golf courses.
At a more modest but very 
important level, the plastic 
bags ban bags is today an 
exemplary. Evert day, the clean 
and beautiful landscape shows 
us this ban’s good effects..
On a more professional 
level, COP 22 also sought to 
consolidate and even intensify, 
in a spirit of “scientific 
urgency”, previous conferences’ 
commitments.
Because of its position as a 
touristic capital city, Marrakech 
wanted to lead by example 
as the pioneer in various 
fields: selective waste sorting, 
renovation of the lighting park 
(there is still more to do but day 
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after day, Moroccans appreciate 
the surprising change in 
their urban landscape); the 
remodeling of city’s parks and 
avenues, with conscientious 
gardeners who kept cleaning 
and planting (new public spaces 
have been developed including 
the remarkable “Jardin des 
Arts” in the district of Guéliz). 
With the inauguration of 
electric buses during COP22, 
Moroccans also tasted their 
future urban mass transit 
system.
Finally, on a rather spectacular 
level, took place on the Moulay 
Hassan circuit at Marrakesh’s 
outskirt, the first Formula 
E ever organized in Africa: 
electric cars racing.
The abundance of actions that 
COP22 provoked in various 
sectors changed many of 
Marrakesh neighborhoods’ 
landscape.
Local NGOs in which 
Moroccan women, especially 
businesswomen play a 
leading role, have taken into 
account women’s share of 
responsibilities in the future of 
Morocco.

Scientific Emergency
Our planet’s climatic situation 
and the scientific emergency 
were obviously the essential 
questions of COP 22.
Hence the debates that were 
sometimes hot, fuelled by 
fears expressed in hints on the 
intentions of certain states, of 
which the USA, whose  newly 
elected representatives are 
climate change skeptics and 
deniers.
For true, limiting global 
warming to 2°C was this 
COP22 primarily concern. 
This is a pressing challenge. 

The world has to meet it, if we 
want to make the air breathable 
for ourselves and for future 
generations. We are already 
witnessing the terrible ravages 
that climate change causes.
Will compliance with 
the agreements and their 
monitoring every 5 years be 
respected?
In any case, nothing is gained 
yet. We still face mounting 
problems: the multiplication 
of natural disasters and their 

detrimental consequences not 
only on the fauna and flora, 
but primarily on we, human 
beings. Inevitably, poverty and 
hunger for certain populations, 
are consequences of climate 
change.
Most environment ministers 
attended the pre-COP22 
conference. A general goodwill 
emerged from that pre-
conference. Had this goodwill 
sensitize the countries that  
Morocco invited to COP22
Today, a month after the 
COP22 in Marrakesh, a certain 
realism invites us to simply 
hope that all the parties present 

at the COP22, particularly the 
major polluters, will according 
to their proclaimed intentions, 
their commitments and the 
decisions taken at that COP22

Patience and length of 
time
How did Marrakesh’s population 
live COP22? As a result of 
the scientific emergency 
mentioned above, has COP 22 
helped to consolidate previous 
agreements? Which changes 
has COP22 introduced in the 
landscape of Marrakesh?
Those are questions to be 
asked, even though they aren’t 
of equal priority.
The obvious fact is that the 
people of Marrakech directly 
felt the positive effects to them, 
that COP22 brought to their 
city. Immediate consequence: 
security, made real in the town 
by an uncommon as well as 
impressive presence of police 
forces.
The urban development and 
cleaning of the city have also 
had an immediate effect. We 
wish that adequate maintenance 
will prolong this effect.
As for the scientific emergency, 
there is no doubt that the 
COP 22 of Marrakech will not 
have failed in its mission by 
intensifying this emergency.
As far as short-term effects 
are concerned, they are just 
another matter. It is well 
known that they will not arrive 
immediately.
Referring to a famous fable of 
Jean de La Fontaine we also 
know and it is particularly true 
in this instance that:
“Patience and length of time do 
more than strength or rage. “

Zoubida AMMAL EL 
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«With the 
inauguration 
of electric 
buses during 
COP22, 
Moroccans 
tasted their 
future urban 
mass transit

system»
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