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had children also interested in the
Lord. Friendly salutations were com-
mon in those times, and it was natural
for these children who evidently were
with John to join in friendly greetings
to their mother’'s sister.

3 John

Verse 1. The clder. This term is ex-
plained at verse 1 of 2 John. There
are several persons named Gaius in
the New Testament. Thayer notes
them in connection with certain pas-
sages, and at our verse he says the
following: “An unknown Christian, to
whom the third epistle of John is
addressed.” Robinson’s Lexicon, Funk
and Wagnalls New Standard Bible
Dictionary all favor the same identity.
He was evidently John’'s convert, for
in verse 4 he is included in ‘“my chil-
dren.” Whom I love in the truth is the
same thing he says of the ‘“lady” in
the preceding book. It means his love
for them is because of their devotion
to the truth.

Verse 2. This verse is similar to
many passages where the grace of God
is wished for the disciples. However,
in this the writer is first expressing
a wish for the physical health of his
convert. He is interested in his spirit-
ual welfare, of course, but he seems to
know that Gaius is in satisfactory
condition in that respect, which is
indicated by the words as thy soul
prospereth.

Verse 3. Some brethren had brought
a report of the conduct of Gaius which
was favorable. That is the basis of
his remark about his soul prospering.

Verse 4. The joy over the faithful-
ness of, his convert is the kind of ‘“re-
ward” %hat he means in 2 John 8.
Being one of his converts John speaks
of him as being among his children.
(See explanation of this subject at 1
Timothy 1: 2.)

Verse 5. Doest faithfully denotes
that whatever Gaius did he was in
earnest about it; not halfhearted. He
did his good deeds for others ‘heartily,
as to the Lord, and not unto men”
(Colossians 3: 23). To brethrem and
to strangers is in keeping with Gala-
tians 6: 10. Paul there says for dis-
ciples to ‘“do good unto all men, es-
pecially to them who are of the house-
hold of faith.”

Verse 6. Have borne witness was
done by the brethren mentioned in the
preceding verse. They seem to have
been traveling from place to place, or
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some of them were, which gave them
an opportunity for making the report
to John referred to. Gaius assisted
these travelers in some way for their
journey. Aftcr a godly sort means it
was in the name of God and because
of their work for Him.

Verse 7. These traveling brethren
were evidently engaged in spreading
the Gospel, for the next verse speaks
about being fellowhelpers to the truth.
The Lord has *“ordained that they
which preach the gospel should live of
the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9: 14). Yet
Paul refrained from such support in
order that he might relieve the breth-
ren of that pressure. The brethren of
our verse did something similar, ex-
cept they evidently made that conces-
sion to the people of the nations
(Gentiles).

Verse 8. Because of the aforesaid
sacrifice John insists that the disciples
should voluntarily assist them. Fel-
lowhelpers to the truth. A man may
not be able to preach the Gospel, but
if he supports the man who does so
he becomes a partner with him in the
work and will be blessed of the Lord
for his contribution.

Verse 9. I wrote unto the church
means the church of which Gaius was
a member. This is indicated by some
following statements in the book.
John insists that he will come to the
place to which he wrote the letter re-
ferred to, and at the same time trusts
to see Gaius face to face. The fact that
John wrote unto the church but that
Diotrephes ignored the letter, indicates
that the epistle was sent to this man
as an elder of the congregation. That
would be usual to send an official
document to the officers, or at least in
their care, as we read that Paul ad-
dressed his epistle to the church at
Philippi to “the bishops and deacons”
(Philippians 1:1). The epistle had
something to do with John’s proposed
visit to the church, since he declares
or implies that he is going to make
the journey notwithstanding the op-
position of Diotrephes. This may raise
a question in the mind of the reader
whether it is right to visit a congrega-
tion against the authority of an elder.
It is proper for an apostle to do so, for
they were in the church before the
elders. (See 1 Corinthians 12: 28
where “governments” stands for the
eldership.) Loveth to have the pre-
eminence. This thirst for power
among the elders is what resulted in
the great falling away and develop-



292 ¢

ment of the Church of Rome. Paul
said in 2 Thessalonians 2: 7 that the
mystery of this iniquity was already
at work when he was writing, and he
evidently was referring to such char-
acters as Diotrephes. (See “General
remarks at 2 Thessalonians 2:)

Verse 10. John expects to come and
when he does he will consider the
deeds of Diotrephes, namely, his op-
position to the apostle. Prating means
to use false accusations against John
in an effort to defend himself. Mali-
cious words are the kind uttered with
the intent of doing harm. Not content
therewith is said because he not only
opposed John, but opposed the breth-
ren whom he sent to the church as
messengers. He also forbade others
who would have accepted the messen-
gers, and if they showed friendship for
the apostolic messengers, they were ex-
cluded from the church.

Verse 11. This whole verse is a
kindly exhortation for Gaius to con-
tinue in the good life that he is now
following which will demonstrate that
he is of God.

Vérse 12. This Demetrius is not
found in any other place that I have
seen, He was a disciple well spoken
of by all who knew him. Of all, and
of the truth itselj. A man could have
a good name without deserving it, but
the report for Demetrius was a truth-
ful one. John adds his testimony for
the good name of this brother by say-
ing we also bear record. It is probable
that he was to be the bearer of this
epistle.

Verse 13. This has the same mean-
ing as 2 John 12.

Verse 14. The usual friendly saluta-
tion from friends, just another affec-
tionate title from the mind of the
loving John. Greet the friends by
name. This denotes a personal rec-
ognition of the faithful messengers
who are coming to see the congrega-

tion.
Jude

Verse 1. The writer of this epistle
calls himself brother of James, no
doubt because of the prominence of
James in the Jerusalem church, the
man who wrote the epistle of that
name. Neither of these men was one
of the twelve apostles as is shown in
remarks at James 1: 1. This epistle is
addressed to them that are sanctified
which means Christians. (See the
comments at 1 Peter 1: 1.)

3 John 10 — Jude 7

Verse 2. To be multiplied means the
blessings are to be very abundant.

Verse 3. The definition ‘“thoughtful
activity’” has been offered the readers
for the word diligence. Jude says he
used it in writing this epistle which
indicates its importance, also the trust-
worthiness of him as an author. Com-
mon salvation means a plan of salva-
tion that is offered to all people alike,
whether they be Jews or Gentiles.
Earnestly contend. Both words are
from EPAGONIZOMAI, which Thayer de-
fines with the single word “contend”;
it means that Christians should ‘“face
the foe’” wherever he is met. The faith
means the New Testament in which
the common salvation is revealed. Once
delivered to the saints. This denotes
that the plan was put into the hands
of men (who are saints; Christians)
and that once is as often as it had to
be revealed.

Verse 4. Crept in unawares means
they came in some underhanded man-
ner to get advantage over the disciples.
Ordained is from a Greek word that
means they were predicted in old
times, that they would do the things
that would bring this condemnation.
They misused the grace (favor) of God
by making it seem to support their
lasciviousness (filthy desires). It would
be expected that such characters would
deny Jesus Christ because he would
condemn their wicked deeds.

Verse 5. The importance of remind-
ers is again indicated, for these breth-
ren had known of the history of the
Israelites. The point is that it is not
enough to start serving the Lord, but
it must be continued or He will judge
his people.

Verse 6. This has the same point as
the preceding verse. These angels had
a favorable estate at first, but left their
own habitation (their proper domain).
These are the angels that sinned in 2
Peter 2: 4, and they are kept in ever-
lasting chains under darkness which
means Hades; they will be judged at
the last day.

Verse 7. Even as denotes that the
people of Sodom and Gomorrha will
also be punished at the last day. Suf-
fering the vengeance refers to the fu-
ture judgment day. The last word
means a sentence unto punishment the
same as 2 Thessalonians 1: 9. The de-
struction of those cities was for this
world only and did not constitute the
eternal fire, for that is to come at the
day of judgment. But their destruction
in Genesis was intended as an example



