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greatest organization that God ever 
placed on the earth. We need not be 
uncertain about the above application 
of this noted prophecy. for Paul makes 
that use of it in Hebrews 12: 26-28. 

Verse 10. About two months later 
than the preceding verse the Lord 
gave another message to the prophet. 
Inspiration is not a condition that is 
settled upon a man as if it were a 
part or his natural faculty. 'Vhen God 
wished to have any revelation made 
known He would call the spokesman 
into the service and inform him just 
what he was to say. That is why we 
are told that "holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost" (2 Peter 1: 21). 

Verse 11. The priests were the men 
wllo had supervision of the altar ser­
vices and hence were acquainted with 
the requirements ot the law, The 
prophet was given the present message 
to them for the purpose of explaining 
wby the Lord was making his severe 
complaints against the nation. 

Verse 12, Holy flesh means that kind 
that had been selected and prepared 
tor tbe altar according to the demands 
of the law. But whIle holding that 
flesh in bis skirt before reaching the 
altar he comes in contact with these 
other articles that had n ot been con­
secrated. The priests admitted tbat 
it would render that flesh unholy. 

Verse 13, The ceremonial law re­
garded a dead body as unclean and 
everything that touched it was so. 
Even the people in general knew or 
had known that such was the stipula­
Han in their instructions that came 
from the Lord through Moses. 

Verse 14, Having reminded them or 
the provisions con cerning cleanness as 
they pertained to individual items of 
the service, Haggai makes comparison 
to the state of the nation, The ser­
vices that were being attempted might 
have been legal in themselves, but 
tbe nation had come tn contact with 
that which was unclean which ren­
dered the whole procedure unholy. 
(See note offered at Isaiah 1: 10, 
volume 3 of this Commentary.) 

Verse 15. This ver se asks them to 
take a view of the ir history going 
back to the time before any work had 
ever been done on the temple. 

Verse 16. The pOints he wishes to 
have them recall are those pertaining 
to their temporal disappointments. This 
subject was treated previous to this 
chapter as may be noticed in the 
comments on some earlier verse. 

Verse 17. They are reminded of the 
stubbornness that tbe nation mani· 
fested in spite of th ese chastisements 
from the Lord, which was the reason 
they had been doomed to spend a 
period in captivity under a foreign 
power, 

Verse 18. The prophet brings the re­
view down to the present date, 

Verse 19, H e reminds them that 
not only did the corruption of the 
past yeara cause them to be sent into 
captivity, but since that event their 
neglect of duty had brought about 
these shortages in their crops down 
to that very date. Notwithstanding all 
this. if they will begin NOW to serve 
the Lord faithfully they will be 
blessed. 

Verse 20, On the same date as the 
foregoing message the Lord gave the 
prophet one to deUver unto another 
important person in the congregation. 

Verse 21. Zerubbabel was governor 
in the sense of being captain or leader 
in the work of the temple (Ezra 1: 1-
4; 3: 8; Nehemiah 12 : 1). This mes­
sage was a repetition of the prediction 
shown in verses 6·9 concerning the 
"shaking" that God was going to do, 

Verse 22. The comments on that 
passage shows the prediction to have 
re ference to the church or kingdom 
of Ch rist , The present verse adds the 
specific prediction that God would 
overthrow the throne Of the kingrLm1ts. 
T his 1s the same prediction that is 
meant in Daniel 2: 44 concerning the 
perpetuity of the kingdom of Christ. 

Verse 23. In that day, .. m,ake thee 
as a signet. The last word is defined 
in the lexicon as, "a signature-ring." 
It has been rendered a lso by "seal" 
elsewhere in the A.V. The thought is 
tba t when Zerubbabe l performs his 
full duty of completing the work of 
the tem ple, he will be accepted by the 
Lord and his work will have the di­
vine approval. And as a prediction in 
the nature of a type, when the Lord 
does the "shaking" predicted. those 
who carry out the work of the new 
l<lngdom will have the approval of 
"the God of heaven" who had set up 
the kingdom according to Daniel 2:44. 

ZECHARIAH I 
Verse 1. This book begins two 

months later than the beginning of 
the preceding one. It takes up the 
same subject, however, that of the 
n egltgence of the J ews in the work 
of the temple, The r eader shOUld con­
sult my comments on the first few 
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verses of that book to avoid taking up 
space at this time. Zechariah. like 
Haggai, was a true prophet of God 
and was inspired to write this book 
we are studying. 

Verse 2. Fathers is used as referring 
to the ancestors or other near rela­
tives. The relationship first mentioned 
is that between the prophet and his 
older brethren with whom he was then 
associated. 

Verse 3, When a man departs rrom 
serving the Lord, he is the one who 
must make the first move In belng 
reunited, Hence God here promises to 
return to his people it they wlll re­
turn to Him which means they are to 
become faithful in their Uves. 

Verse 4. The present fa thers are 
exhorted not to repeat the mistakes 
that their ancestors had made, The 
prophets had warned them to turn 
from their evil ways but the warning 
was unheeded and even spurned in 
many instances. 

Verse 5. These fathers are rem inded 
that the former ones had passed away, 
and the implication is they had gone 
down in disfavor in the eyes of the 
Lord. 

Verse 6, Take -ho ld of your fathers 
means that the warnings that God 
made to them came to pass; that 
their experiences were according to 
the threalenings that God had made 
to them, Indeed. so exactly did they 
come to be fulfilled that the peovIe 
realized it and acknowledged it to be 
as a punishment for their evil ways. 
Such is the meaning ot the latter 
part of this verse. 

Verse 7, Zechariah received another 
message and It was in the form of a 
vision. It came in the same year as 
the first one but in the eleventh 
month of that year. 

Verse 8. This vision (which will take 
up several verses) had to do chiefly 
with conditions In general in the 
political world foUowing the Baby­
lonian captivity, For a time the na­
tions were undisturbed and even un­
concerned about the dejected morale 
of the people of Israel. God wished 
to inform his people of what was in 
store and concluded to do so in con­
nection with the vision. It starts with 
a group of red horses and a man rid­
ing on one of them who will fin ally 
be a spokesman for the Lord. 

Verse 9, This verse reveals one form 
in which God sometimes appeared to 
the men who were to be inspired, 

namely, that of an angel. There Is a 
number or cases recorded in the Bible 
where He appeared in that way. 
Zechariah asked the angel the mean­
ing or the vis ion and was promised 
an answer. 

Verse 10. The "man" spoken of in 
verse 8 gave the prophet the informa­
tion that was Promised by the angel. 
These horses were used as messengers 
of the Lord to go to and fro through 
the earth, 

Verse 11. Having previously made 
one at their journeys over the earth, 
they now report in the hearing of 
Zechariah what they found out in 
their tour of inspection. The chief 
fact t hey learned was that all the 
earth was at rost. This is explained in 
verse 15 to mean tbat the people of 
the earth were at ease, meanIng that 
they were unconcerned about the in­
terests of God's People who had been 
through 50 much trouble and still 
were in a state of anxiety as to what 
they might expect next. 

Verse 12, These threescore and ten 
years identifies the whole passage as 
a complaint or plea addressed to God 
because of conditions after the Baby­
lonian captivity. Not that the enemy 
was still trying to hold them In bond­
age, for the Persians had control of 
the country previously held by the 
Babylonians and they had given the 
Jews their freedom, But there were 
some of the heathen in Palestine and 
that was makIng some trouble locally. 
The people of Israel were anxious 
about conditions and longed tor the 
tormer settlement of their own ser­
vices. 

Verse 13, The Lord was sympathetic 
toward the nation and gave the angel 
a comfortable message of assurance, 
which he was to give over to the 
proph"p,t who was in turn to deliver 
it to his people for their beneHt and 
encouragement of mind. 

Verse 14. God never lost his love 
for the nation notwithstanding its 
waywardness but was jealous over 
them. He had used the heathen na­
tions as a means of chastisement in 
the same way that a loving tather 
would administer severe but necessary 
punishment upon a clliid tor whom he 
had the sincere parental love. 

Verse 15. God's feeling against his 
people is contrasted with that of the 
heathen by the words little disp leased. 
But He was sore displeased. with the 
heathen because of their unconcern 
over the aiHictions of Judah. The 



, 
350 Zecharlab 1: 16--2: 7 

chastisements that the Lord imposed 
upon Israel were for their own good. 
but now the heathen wer e adding to 
th"se affli ctions by being "at ease" or 
indiffer ent about it. 

Verse 16. For the enconragement of 
the dejec ted people, the Lord gave the 
assurance that the holy house would 
be built 1n Jerusalem. Line shall he 
stretched f orth upon J erusalem. Tbe 
first word is from Q.w wh ich Strong 
defines. "A cord (as connecting). 
especiall y for measuring: figurative ly 
a rul e." The passage shows not only 
that t.he city would be rebuilt. but 
that it would be done accurately an d 
scientifically. 

Verse 17. This verse adds the prom­
ise that other cities throughout the 
country would prosper a nd grow in 
Dumber . Also that the or i ~inal capital 
city ot J erusalem with its particular 
spo t of Zion would be comforted. 

Verse 18. Horns in symbolic lan· 
guage means governments or other 
powers. The four that are mentioned 
here are the same as the four living 
creatures of Ezekiel 1: 5. 6, meaning 
the four world empires beginning with 
the Babylonian. 

Verse 19. The angel explained that 
the fou r governments were the ones 
that had scattered the Lord's people. 
That does not mean that all four of 
them had a hand in the affair, for two 
at them were yet in the future when 
Zecharia h was writing. But the fonr 
were considered as a unit because 
they r ePresented the powers that were 
to be permanently r emoved from 
among mankind. And all of them h ad 
one characteristic in common, that 
of absolute domination ovel' people 
who had a right to be free. It was 
this phase at them tha t prompted 
Babylon to oppress Israel. but the en· 
tire regime was destined to be over · 
thrown by the means to be described 
shortly, 

Verse 20. Carpenters is from 
CHARAs n which Strong defines , "A 
tabr icator at any material." The word 
bas a wide range at meanIng and this 
place i s used in r eference to some 
forces that were to erect something 
in the place of these four horns that 
had scattered Judah. for they were 
to be destroyed and replaced by the 
carpenters' work. 

Verse 21. The pronoun the,Ole is used 
three times but for differ ent nouns. 
The first and third r efer to the car­
penters of the preceding verse, while 
the second means the fOUt· horns that 

had scattered .Judah. The carpenters 
had come to fray (subdue and destroY) 
t he four horns, In other words, the 
four world empires were to cowe to 
an end , and within their territory 
ani upon their ruins these new 
builders were to erect anothe r kind 
of structure. The whole pnssa!;e in­
clllri.ing ver se 18 through 21 Is a p~. 
di('tion with the same meaning as 
Daniel 2: 44. That prophecy assures 
the world that the four world empires 
were to come to an end. and at the 
same time the God of H eaven would 
set up a kingdom that was to stand 
forevf'r. The work ot settln~ un that 
1flngdom was to be accom plished 
through the agency of th~se car]"lrn· 
tf~r,<;: , whi Ch would be fulfill ed by t he 
labors of the apostles of Christ. 

ZECHARIAH 2 
Verse 1. The direct m~anl ng ot this 

whole rhqpter is a prediction of the 
r eturn from the captivity. In a figura­
tlve tinrt Rp;rlt"al senSe It p<)rtrays 
many of th e truths nf the Gospel age, 
but that application should not be 
st.r el'sed t.oo much. 

Verses 2. ~. Uonn inquirv. the man 
with the measuring line told 7e('hariah 
he was goin~ to meaSllre .T~ rusalpm. 
This is the sn'me thing that Is stated in 
chRJltf!r 1 : 16. It pertain s to the re­
cnns truct ion p~rind when the building 
of J e rusale m a nd Vicinity was to be 
r estored a fter the return trom exi le. 

Vp rse 4. This 1I01tn,t7 man means 
Zechariah who was expected to put 
his information In a book for the hene­
fit of the neonle in futUre generations. 
Towll.~ wflhOltt walls might convey the 
Idea of places unprotected a nd in dan· 
~er from eXPOSure to possible enemies. 
Part of the explanation is in the tact 
Of the ('rowded condition of the city 
nnd furth0.r InfOrmation abou t it will 
be shown in the next verse. 

Verse 5. No material wall is needed 
for a town tha t is protec ted by the 
presence of the Lord. This truth may 
be said a lso of the New Testament 
age under Ch rist. 

Verse 6. Land Of the north means 
Babylon in wh ich the people of Judah 
were soon to be inclosed with the 
captivi ty, (See the note with com­
ments on Isaiah 14: 31 in vo lume 3 
of this Commentary.) The verse is a 
prediction of the return trom that 
la nd of the north, expressed in the 
words flee from. 

Verse 7. Deliver itself means the 
same as the preceding verse. 
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Verse 8. The prophet waa sent as 
a messenger to the people ot Judah 
to assure them of their return trom 
the nations wh.-jch spoiled them wblch 
means the Babylonians. Apple ot hi, 
('ye is a figure ot speech that meana 
the most cherished part of His being. 

Verse 9. Shlike mine hand was to be 
fulfilled when God sent another na· 
tion (the Persians) against Babylon. 
Sp oil to their servant8 was accom­
plished when the very people whom 
Babylon had held in servitude were 
able to obtain benefits from them. 

Verse 10. j~in!) and rejoice was ful­
filled in Neheminh 8: 10·12. 

Verse 11. Many 1/a tions shall be 
io ined to the Lord waR f ulfilled first 
according to Esther 8: 17. and fulfilled 
spiritually according to Acts 2: 5. 

Verse 12. Judah means the 2-tribe 
kingdom because it was the legal 
portton at the nation as to the original 
headquarters in Jerusalem. The pre · 
diction is that the capital was to be 
restored after the captivity. 

Verse 13. Be silent is a call tor all 
to hear the word or God. 

ZECHARIAH 3 
Verse 1. He means the angel who 

has been talking with Zechariah 
(chapter 2: 3; 4: 1). This angel can· 
tinues the vision for the information 
of the Prophet, in which he sees a 
scene that perta ins to the service at 
the Mosaic system, and in this scene 
Is another angel of the Lord. Satan 
1s from the Hebrew word SATA~ and 
Strong defines it, "An opponent : es· 
pecially (with the article l)reft xed) 
Sata n, the al·ch ·enemy of Good." The 
ftrst te rm of t he definition is its 
general meaning, for the ori ginal \vord 
Is used in a number of othe r places 
where it cannot mean the devl1 a s that 
word is commonly used. The thought 
of this verse, however, regardless ot 
the personal identity of the Satan 
mentioned, is that som e being stood 
there to oppose the services of the 
high priest. The visiOn repr esents can· 
ditions as they were to be just after 
the return from the captivity. The 
entire altar and other services of the 
Jewish church bad been corrupted b}' 
the mixture with heathenism, and it 
could have been truly said that the 
priesthood was unfit to par ticipate in 
that profession. 

Ve rse 2. Even though the situation 
was as described in the preceding 
paragraph, it was not appropriate for 
this adversary to be criticizing it, for 

it was none ot hia business. Notwith­
stand ing. th e Lord (in the person of 
t he angel Michael, Jude 9) did not rail 
out against him. He merely appealed 
to a ·"higher court" by saying, The 
Lora [in heaVfm] r ebuke thee. A brand 
plucked ou t Qf the /ire. The people ot 
God had been salvaged from the cap­
tivity as a bra nd of a body that was 
burning but was snatched out before 
jt was complete ly destroyed. This 
brand is the r emnant that is revealed 
in Ezra 2: 64 that came back from the 
captivity. 

Verse 3. It was true Ula t the service 
bad been corrupted by the mixture with 
heathenism. and the priests had been 
guilty of the abomination. 

Verse 4. The captivity, however, had 
cured the na tion of Idolatry and now 
the people are to be permitted to r eo 
sume the former services. H ence this 
verse shows that the filthy garments 
of the priest were to be replaced with 
a change 01 raiment. 

Verse 5. The mitre and garm.ents 
represent the attire that was worn by 
the priests under the Mosaic system 
(Exodus 28). These were to be used 
Rgain after the body at the service 
had been reconsecrated. 

Verse 6. Protested unto Joshua 
means he admonished bim. 

Verse 7. The admonition was for 
the priest to walk in the ways of the 
Lord. On this condition he was given 
the promise that he would have the 
di vine favor. Give thee Places denotes 
tbat jf the priest would walk consis· 
tently with his high office, then he 
would have a good standing among the 
people of the ci ty and n ation. 

Verse 8. This and the following 
two verses evidently have a twofold 
bearing. first on the restored condit ion 
of fleshly Israel, then On the estab· 
li shed system under Chri st . Branch is 
tram the same Hebrew word so reno 
dered in chapter 6: 12; Jeremiah 23: 
5 and 33 : 15, where the context shows 
beyond any doubt that it means Christ. 

Verse 9. The rebuilding or the tern· 
~le I'equtred the use of literal stones, 
likewise the t emple of Christ used 
" live ly stones" built upon the chief 
Stone who was Christ. (See Ephesians 
2: 20; 1 Peter 2: 5.) Seven eyes were 
upon one stone. Seven is a complete 
number in figurative la nguage and 
this denotes that the complete. all­
seeing eyes of the Lord would be on 
the new building (1 Peter 3: 12). R e· 
lIwve the iniquity in one day was ful­
filled first by causing Israel to be 
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cured or ido latry In one period or 
captivity, It was fulfilled next by 
giving the Gospel on the day of Pente­
cos t which is recorded in Acts 2. 

Ve rse 10. Under the vine and tmder 
the fio tree Is explained by the com· 
ments on l\licah 4: 4 and needs not 
be repealed here. 

ZECHARIAH 4 
VerSe 1. Strong says the word for 

waked has both a literal and figura­
tive meaning, which accounts for the 
way it Is used in this place. It means 
that the attention of 7.echariah was 
aroused as he had been musing like 
bei ng in a day dream over the pro­
found revelations of the preceding 
chapter. 

Verse 2. The r evelations of the angel 
were continued in the form of a 
vision. The things Zechariah saw 
pertaIned to the service of the taber­
nacle tinder the Mosaic institution ot 
government and religion (Exodus 25: 
31-40). 

Ver se 3. T he oil that was used in 
the lamps was olive oB. hence the 
need for the olive trees which were 
literal in the first a pplication. 

Verse 4. Zecha riah asked for an in­
terpretation of the olive trees. 

Verse 5. These questions might seem 
to be unnecessary. but they evidently 
were nsked by way of focusing the 
attention of the prophet. and also to 
indicate an assurance that he would 
be g iven the des ired information. 

Verse 6. The trees are explained to 
rePresent the s pi ri t of the Lord. That 
was because sptritualligh t comes from 
that source, even as oil furnishes 
temporal light. 

Verse 7. MowLtain is used figura­
tive ly to r epresent a supposed great 
difficulty. Such a condition was a p­
paren t when t he Jews got back from 
the captivity, and the local enemies 
tried to make that mounta in s till 
highe r. But tha t condi tion of apparent 
distress was to be ove rcome. which is 
symbolized by the act of converting a 
mountain into a plain. Zerubbabel is 
the one who is mennt that would ac­
complish the feat because he was the 
man who was chosen to lead in the 
worl( of reconstruction (Ezra 2: 2; 3: 
2). 

Verse 8. Such language as this short 
verse is llsed frequently in order to 
keep the impress ion before the reader 
that tbe whole book is inspired of God. 

Verse 9. After the work on the tem-

pIe was started it was hindered and 
finally stopped by the e nemies (Ezra 
4: 1. 24). But the Lord assured the 
people that it would yet be completed 
which was fulfilled according to Ezra 
6: 15. 

Verse 10. The work or rebuilding the 
temple had a comparatively small 
beginning. It was so much so that 
some of th e older citizens wept wben 
they viewed it and rernemberd the 
original temple (Ezra 3: 12; Haggai 
2: 3). However , they shOUld not have 
allowed it to discourage them. They 
should n ot have despised (belittled) 
the small beginning of the work be­
cause they had t he assurance of the 
Lord that it wou ld go unto complete 
restoration of thei r service. Seven 
eyes is explained at chapter 3: 9. 

Ver se 11. Zechariah repeats the in· 
quiry that was made in verse 4, but 
the repetition ot tbe inquiry is 
prompted by something more that he 
sees which will be staled in the next 
verse. 

Verse 12. The additional detail the 
prophet saw was the pair of branches 
through which the oil was poured into 
lhe bowls of the lamps. It indicates 
the idea of the Lor d's doing things 
by various asencies. 

Verse 13. The prophet still is una­
ware of the meaning of the vision. 

Verse 14. Two anointed ones is ren­
dered "sons of oil" in t he margin. All 
along through the vis ion we have seen 
oil used to typify spiritua l light. We 
have likewise observed in more than 
one instance that the writer would 
pass from fl esh ly to spiri tual Israel. 
God has given the world just two or­
ganized reUglons, the Mosaic a nd the 
Christian. each ot which has furnished 
light to thc people of the earth. Ac· 
cordingly. each or these religions has 
had its own law guidance, its own 
means of furni shing spiritual light for 
mankind. Since that light has been 
fig uri zed in this vi sion by olive trees 
a nd the ir fruit. the conclus ion is plain 
tha t the two anointed ones are the 
Old and the New Testament. 

ZECHARIAH 5 
Verse 1. The next item in the vision 

was a /lying roll . 
Verse 2. In ancien t times a ll docu­

ments were written on strips of the 
material selected and then rolled up. 
Flying roll indicates that the roll was 
to be sent out through the land. 
Zechariah stated the dimensions of 
this roll to be 15 x 30 feet. The great 
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size or the document would indicate 
the vast importance at it. 

Verse 3. The angel explained the roll 
to be the C'ltnc or judgment at God 
agalnst evildoers. Before the captiv· 
ity the leaders were guilty of much 
injustice against t he poor. Now the 
Lord is going to head oft any recur­
rence ot such dealing. By announcing 
a curse upon all guilty ones they 
would be given a solemn warning to 
beware ot conducting themselves as 
they previously did. This side and 
that side means to threaten a com­
plete judgment against whoever thinks 
to resume the old fraudulent trans­
actions. One that swcareth means the 
one who deals dishonestly and then 
tries to cover up the deeds by false 
oaths. 

Verse 4. It shall enter in to the house 
01 the thief means the curse of God 
that is pronounced in th is flying roll. 
The course was to remain 1n the 
house of this dishonest dealer until 
it was consumed and the s tones de­
stroyed or removed. 

Verse 5. The angel called the at­
tention o( Zedek iah to something else 
before him. 

Verse 6. The prophet is usually in­
duced to inquire for the meaning of 
all the visions. He is told in the pres­
ent case that what he sees is an ephah 
which means a measul'ing device. 
Their rescmblance means the evils 
that had been committed by the false 
dealers were as great as this measur­
ing unit at the ephah. 

Verse 7. A condensed comment on 
the rest of the chapter would be that 
it represents the sin of idolatry that 
the people or God learned from the 
heathen. But the captivity in the land 
of Shinar (which represents Babylon) 
cured them and the abomination was 
left in that land when God's people 
came away. ] shall comment on this 
and the other ve rses in thei r order. 
Woman is tbe one who gives birth to 
living beings, and she is used in sym­
baHc language to represent the prop­
agation ot sin as it was practiced by 
the people ot Judah. That is why she 
Is shown as sitting in the ephah, which 
we have previously learned represents 
the vast sins of the nation. But she 
was destined to be sealed up in this 
ephah and shipped off to a country 
that normally uses such a product. 
Strong defines the original word for 
talent as, "a round loaf ; also a talent 
(or large round coin)." This was 
used as a cover for the ephah or mea-

suring vessel tbat had the form of a 
large cask Or barrel. 

Verse 8. This woman who repre­
sented wickedness was pushed down 
into tbe vessel and the talent or 
"round coin" was clamped on to seal 
her in. The package was t hen ready 
to be transferred t o its proper desti~ 
nation. 

Verse 9. Ot course someone must 
convey this package to its destination 
and hence two women who were in­
terested in the same sins as the other 
came to make the transference. Since 
Israel and Judah had gone, respec­
tively, into Assyria and Babylonia, 
thnt would call for the two women. 
The wind would help any creature that 
fli es, hence these women were given 
wings and a wind was raised so they 
could make their transit with all 
surety and speed. 

Verse 10. The prophet saw the wo­
men leave and inquired about their 
destiny. 

Verse 11. They were going to the 
land of Shinar which represents Baby~ 
Ionia accordlng to Genesis 10: 10. Be 
estab lished . .. upon its oum base. This 
signifies that sucb abomination as 
idolatry belongs in a country like 
Babylonia, and the history shows that 
when Judah left that country she left 
her idolatry ot a11 forms there for 
ever. 'I'his testimony 1s presented in 
a long note in connection with the 
comments On Isaiah 1: 25, volume 3 
of this Commetary. 

ZECHARIAH 6 
Verse 1. The first 8 verses of this 

chapter have Virtually the same mean­
ing as the closing ones of the preced­
ing chapter. Four Chariots represents 
the four COrners of the earth unto 
which the pOwer of God reaches, and 
this power was sent forth from Jeru~ 
sale m tha t is s ituated in the midst of 
various mountains. 

Verse 2. Red symbolizes bloodshed 
and black brings famine. Both of 
these conditions had to come before 
the revolution predicted could be ac­
complished. 

Verse 3. These horses mere ly signify 
some of the various effects that would 
result from the events of the invasion 
by a heathen power. 

Verse 4. Again the prophet is left 
to make inquiry on the subject, evi­
dently to get the matter in the focus 
of his attention and also to direct the 
thoughts of the reader, 
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Verse 5, Four sPirits are the same 
as "four corners" in verse 1. 

Verse 6. As the north country de­
notes Babylon (see the comments on 
Isaiah 14: 31), so the Satan would 
mean Judah that was taken to Baby· 
lon. 

Verse 7. These horses represent the 
act ivity in general that took place as 
a ll this revolution was gOing on that 
was to chastise aod reform God's peo­
ple. 

Verse 8. Quieted my spirit in the 
north country, This is a reference to 
the fact that the people of God were 
cured of idolatry by their stay in that 
country. When they came out of the 
captivity in that land they left their 
Idolatry in it and that "quieted" the 
spirit of God; it satisfied Him with 
their reformation. 

Verse 9. This verse is another as­
surance of the inspiration or Zech­
ariah. 

Verse 10. The men named were 
among them who came back from 
Babylon. Zechariah was told to take 
these men and enter the house of 
JOsiah who was then Jiving in Judea. 

Verse 11. The men named who had 
come from Babylon had brought along 
some silver and gold. They did this 
by the direction of the re igning king 
in Babylon according to Ezra 1: 4. 
Zechariah was to use some of that 
metal in making a crown to be placed 
on the head of the high priest. This 
was to indicate that the service of 
the altar was to be resumed. 

Verse 12. This is another instance 
where the prophet advances his pre­
diction of favor for God's people from 
fleshly to spiritual Israel. This and 
the following verses of the chapter 
predict the WOrk of Christ and his 
kingdom upon the earth. He is called 
The Branch by way of Importance 
and because His work was destined to 
{J?'ow 1tP out Of his rdace. The temple 
that he was to build is the church 
which 1s recognized by that name in 
1 Corinthians 3: 16 and 2 Corinthians 
6: l6. 

Verse 13. Priest upm Ms throne. 
Christ was to unite in himself the 
two offlces of priest and king. That 
was never permitted in the Mosaic 
system; the two were not even from 
the same tribe. The kings were from 
the tribe of Judah and the priests 
were from the tribe of Levi. In 2 
Chronicles 26: 16 is an account of a 
king who tried to assume the office 
of priest but got into serious t rouble 

with the Lord over it. Not only was 
Christ to be both king and priest, but 
his followers are said to be. likewise. 
(See 1 Corinthians 4: 8; 1 Peter 2: 9; 
Reve lation 5: 10; 19: 16.) However, 
we should understand that Christians 
rank second in these positions com­
pared with Christ. Counsel Of peace 
shall be between them both. The first 
word is defined by "advice" and "plan" 
in the lexicon, and it haa been ren­
dered "purpose" in the A.V. The 
thought is that the two functions will 
cooperate in complete harmony. 

Verse 14. The men named were out· 
standing Jews who came back trom the 
captivity. The crowns (mentioned in 
verse 11) were to serve to them, or 
in their sight, as memorials or reo 
mindel'S of the prediction made in 
verse 13. 

Verse 15. The term far off identifies 
the prediction as applying to the Gen­
tiles who were to be included in the 
service under this Priest·King. (See 
Acts 2: 39 and Ephesians 2: 13-19.) 
This great twofold office of Christ was 
to be for the benefit of all mankind 
regardless of race or nationali ty. 

ZECHARIAH 7 
Ve rse 1. This chapter begins two 

years later than the beginning ot the 
book. Darius in this verse was the 
first mnn of that name to reign who 
was a Persian. It was in the second 
year of his reign that the work on the 
temple was resumed after having been 
stopped for a number of years (Ezra 
4: 24), and it was in his sixth year 
that it was completed (Ezra 6: 15): 
Hence the present chapter starts mid· 
way of the great work that was per­
formed after the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah aroused the builde rs with 
thei r ex hortations and warnings. 

Verse 2. According to Ezra 3: 2, 6 
the aitar of sacrifices ,vas built some 
time before the temple was completed. 
The interest in the service of the 
Lord was indicated by sending these 
men t.o Jerusalem to pray on behalf 
of the work. 

Ve r se 3. These men seem to have 
been eithe r confused about the whole 
si tuation, notwithstanding tbey were 
sent to pray for the work, Or they 
were acting without Sincerity after 
arriving there. Now they protest to 
the priests and prophets that there 
is no use that I (meaning the people) 
shou1d offer these services now. when 
the same had been done through many 
years and they had been rejected. 
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Ve rses 4, 5. Then the word of the 
Lord was revea led to Zechariah in 
order to expla in why the ser vice should 
be performed now even though it was 
rejected before. meaning their at­
tempts at s uch services during the 
,l\ctient y 11ear8 of the captivity. God 
had previously predicted that if his 
people so conducted themselves that 
they would need to be sent into cap­
tivity, they would not be permitted to 
r ender service to Him in the strange 
land, bu t would be compelled to con­
tinue their idola trous practices while 
in th e heathen country, (See Deuter­
onomy 28: 35. 64; Jeremiah 16: 13; 
Hosea 5: 6; Psalms 137). But now 
since that program has been carried 
out. the worshipers of God need not 
hesitate to resume the lawful ser­
vices. 

Verse 6. Even had the Jews at­
tempted to {)e rtor m the services while 
In the strange land, their own personal 
enjoyments of the body would have 
bpen al1 they would have received from 
them. for the Lord would not have 
received them. It would have been a 
situation very much like that de­
scribed by It famili ar saying concern­
in g nn unlawful prayer that dof's not 
"rise nny hl .c:her than the head" of 
the one offering it. 

Verse 7. Th is ver se is a reminder 
of the past conduct of the people 
when the prophets spoke to them the 
word 01 the Lord . The prosperity of 
the country seemed to be overlooked 
and the warnings ot the prophets 
were Ignored. The force of the pres­
ent verse is that they should now 
profit by the mistakes of the an­
cestors. 

Ver se 8, The word comes from the 
Lord bu t it W(\s to be delivered to 
the people as a warning and exhor­
tation to deal gently and justly with 
each other. 

Verse 9. Lord 01 hosts means H e 
is Lord ot arm ies or other multitudes. 
The tathers had suttered through the 
unjust dealing of the princes and God 
wished h is people to be spared such 
hardships now tha t th ey were back 
safe ly in thei r own land . 

Ver se 10. It is not only wrong to 
engage in the act ual cruel dealings 
against the helpless, but also to be 
only thlnl<ing about it. 

Verse 11. They means the former 
princes a nd they pulled away the 
shoulder. That means they backslid 
from the work or service ot the Lord 
and refused to do their share. The 

flgure is based on a common means 
of service from the ox in those days, 
when the beas t was r equired to press 
hi s shoulder aga inst tile yoke. 

Ve rse 12. A n aaam-ant stone is one 
of the ha rdest kind or stones and is 
used to illustrate the stubbornness ot 
t.h e people against t he law of the Lord. 
When the prophets spoke the words 
of the Lord it was equivalent to His 
voice as to author ity, hence the re­
jection of tbem brought down His 
wrath. 

Verse 13. The r efu sal of the people 
to hear the call ot the Lord resulted 
in His r efu sal to hear when they 
cried out for mercy. 

Verse 14. A wh irlwind not only 
overthrows w ha t is in its path, but 
picks up and carries i t away, The fact 
is u sed to illustra te the work of God's 
wrath in ga thering up the unfaithful 
nation and carrying it into a strange 
land, 

ZECHARIAH II 
Ve rse 1. Lord 01 hosts means he is 

Lord of armies ot great numbers of 
people. Such a Being could properly 
demand attention to His WOrd. 

Verse 2. E xodus 20 : 5 tells us that 
the Lord is jealous and gives the rea­
son, H e wi1l not divide his love with 
fal se gods an d when they receive or 
attempt to obta in (through their wor­
shipers) a part of that devotion it 
provokes the (Jivlne wrath. The peo­
ple of Israel (Z i on) h ad gone off after 
these gods and then the jealousy of 
their true God was aroused. It is the 
logical tbing for a jealous husband to 
chastise an unfa ithful wife, hence God 
dId so wi th h is wife by sending her 
into captivity. 

Verse 3. But a husband does not 
thus punish his Wife because he has 
ceased to love her , but rather because 
he s till loves her in spite of her un­
faithrulness. Hence this verse says 
that He will return unto Zi on which 
means tha t He will show his un· 
broken love tor his wire by thing with 
he r again; will dwell in the midst 
ot J crusalem. 

Verse 4. This prediction is literal 
and den otes the per fec t safety that 
will be enjoyed in the city of Jeru­
salem. Even t he man so old that he 
has to walk wi th a can e will be living 
on ~the streets as a peaceful citizen 
which Indica tes not only the safety 
of the place, bu t tha t it has been that 
way for a long time. 

Verse 5. Ther e are at least two 
points of s igntftcance In this verse, 
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One is the assurance of a numerous 
young population, which was some­
thing much desired by the Jews. 
Another is that Jerusalem will he so 
secure after its recovery from the 
effects of the invasion that came be­
fore the captivity that the children 
will be safe while pla ying in the 
streets and open places ot the city. 

Verse 6. 11 it be marvelous or dif­
ficult means that, althougb it seems 
"too good to be true" in the eyes of 
the people, it will not be so with the 
Lord who is powerful. 

Verse 7. East country and west 
country signifies that God will gather 
up bis people from all places where 
they have been scattered. The bulk of 
the nation was in Babylon. but some 
were scattered in various other places. 

Verse 8. Be my people does not 
mean they will have to become Jews, 
for they have always been that. It 
means they will be a part of a people 
as an organized nation with Jerusa­
lem as its capital. 

Verse 9. The Lord otters these words 
for the encouragement at His people. 
Whi ch were ... days ... !o1l,ndation 
was laid. The work on the temple 
was started almost a SCOre or years 
prJor to this verse but was stopped 
until the second year ot the present 
king of Persia. It is now the fourth 
year ot tbis king (chapter 7: 1) and 
the work on the temple is in good 
progress. The people are exhorted to 
be as cheerful over the prospects as 
they were at the 'Very beginning. They 
now have the same prophets and they 
are speaking by tbe same divine 
authority that they dId 1n the start of 
the reconstruction period, hence there 
is much reason for feeling reassured. 

Verse 10. An observation that should 
encourage the people now is that pre­
viouSly the times were hard. There 
was internal strife and incomes were 
small and scarce. 

Verse 11. It has aU been changed by 
the Lord and there 15 no enemy to 
fear as there was in the days just 
gone. 

Verse 12. This verse promises a 
state of general prosperlty for the 
land. This will be through the fertil­
Ity of the seed and soil, also by the 
h elp of the seasons In which an ahun­
dance of moisture will be dropped from 
the Sky. 

Verse 13. Ju4ah and Israel are 
named separately which shows us that 
aU 12 tribes of the Jews came back 
from the captivity and that proves 

that the doctrine of "the lost ten 
tribes" is a false one and at variance 
with the facts of history and truth 
of prophecy. 

Verse 14. The former generations 
were punished severely by the Lord. 
That was not bcause of the mere 
tact that they sinned, but because they 
ignored all the admonitions and reo 
fused to repent when they could have 
done so. Then it was too tate ror them 
to a.vert the doom decreed fo r them, 
for the Lord had declared what was to 
be the fate to come and He r epented 
not.. would not change it. 

Verse 15. The Lord promised to be 
as firm in his forecast of blessings 
for His people as he was In the pre­
dictions of the chastisement. 

Verse 16. The promise of favor 
from God was made on condition of 
the proper conduct of the people. 
'Vhereas they had formerly been cruel 
and unjust toward eacb olher, they 
were now expected to deal in truth or 
true security for a neighbor. 

Verse 17. False oaths were forbidden 
in Old Testament times even, while all 
oaths of every kind are prohibited in 
the Ne w (Matthew 5: 33·37; James 5: 
12) . 

Ver se 18. The inspiration of Zecha· 
ri ah is the thought in this verse. 

Verse 19. The feasts were seasons of 
celebrations for the blessings of God. 
They were done on various occasions, 
and the ushering in of the months 
was one of the chief Urnes for such 
actiVities. The numerical references 
to the months is for emphasis only, 
because each of the 12 months had its 
holy day signified by the new moon. 

Verses 20-23. Contrary to my usual 
procedure. I have made one paragraph 
of these verses because the comments 
will apply to them as a whole. It is 
another instance where the prophet 
jumps fr om fleshly to spiritual Israel. 
It is a prediction of the setting up of 
the church and the reign or Christ 
in his kingdom starting at Jerusalem. 
The same prediction is in Isaiah 2: 1-
4 and Micah 4: 1·5, and the fulflllment 
is recorded in the book of Acts, be­
ginning in the second chapter. It is 
the kingdom the prophet Daniel saw 
in his prediction of the kingdom to 
.. stand for ever" (Daniel 2: (4). 

ZECHARIAH 9 
Vel'se 1. Burden means that the 

Lord has something to say about cer~ 
tain places and it is recorded here. 
Hadrach refers to Assyria and Damas~ 
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CUB was the capital or ancient Syria. 
The prediction pertains to the tact 
that the eyes of mankind will be to­
ward the Lord. This situation will be 
the result of God's triumph for his 
people over alI other nations. 

Verse 2. Hamath was an Important 
city of Syria and T YTU S and Ztaon 
were ci ties at the Phoenic ians. All 
these places were destined to see and 
recognize the greatness of God's people 
atter he has rescued them from the 
effects ot the captivity. 

Verse 3. Tyrus (Tyre) was a strong 
commercial city which Is signified by 
the words heaped up silver as the 
dust. But this proud city felt the sting 
of defeat. 

Ver se 4. Power i n the sea refers to 
the traffic carried on by TYre on the 
Medl tp-rranean Sea because the city 
waS s ituated on the coast of that body 
of water, and that gave her good ship­
ping accommodations in connection 
with the principal ports of the world 
In which to exchange her manufac­
tured products for raw materials. 

Ver se 5. All at the towns named in 
this verse were in the land at the 
Philistines. They were destined to 
witness tbe defeat of heathen nations 
and the success at Is rael. 

Verse 6. Bastard is from .MAMZER 
which Strong defines, "From an un­
used root meaning to alienate; a 
mongrel. I.e., born of a Jewish father 
and a heathen mother." Tile verse 
meaDS that the proud heathen city of 
Ashdod would have to tolerate the 
presence of a half-breed, one with 
Jewish blood in his veins which would 
be humiliating to tbe high minded 
heathen people. 

Verse 7. Even this half-breed wiJI 
be retormed tram bis practice of blood­
shed. He will not talk a bout such acts 
but wHl \mitate the principles of the 
rulers in Judah. The people of Ekron 
(a PhJIistine city) will act as if they 
were citizens ot Jerusalem which is 
meant by a Jebusite. 

Verse 8. The gist ot this verse is 
that God would be a sure protection 
against any passing group that might 
seek to disturb His people. 

Verse 9. This prediction was cited 
and fulfilled in Matthew 21: 1-11. The 
significant phase of the event was to 
be that the King would ride on both 
mother and colt. There would have 
been nothing unusual in the mere act 
ot riding on one beast as that was a 
common means of transportation in 
those days. 

Verse 10. Ephra1mi. stands tor the 
lO-tribe kingdom or Israel, and Jeru­
salem is for the 2-tribe kIngdom or 
Judah. Ohariot and battle·bow signi­
fies war and the prediction is that it 
was to be cut off. The verse is a pre­
diction that temporal warfare will not 
be used in detence of the spiritual 
kingdom of Christ. The prophecy also 
includes the spreading or the new 
kingdom among the Genttles. 

Verse 11, The pronoun thee stands 
for Z i on in verse 9. Blood Of thy 
covenan t 1s rendered "whose covenant 
is by blood" in the margin which is 
correct. God had made a covenant 
with Abraham that his seed (blood 
descendants) were to be His people 
and that he would never entirely cast 
them oft. That is why God caused 
them to be re leased from captivity. 
PH ... no water. A pit with wa ter in 
it would have destroyed those cast 
therein, but a dry pit could serve as a 
prison but permit the victims to live. 
That is why God sent his people into 
Babylon, so they would be in bondage 
but n ot destroyed. 

Verse 12. The strano hold means the 
city of J erusalem and its country, for 
God was throwing great defences about 
that place and the people were en­
couraged to trust them. 

Ve rse 13. The bow and arrow are 
used figuratively to represent Judah 
and Ephraim. Judah (the 2 tribes) 
and Ephraim (the 10 tribes) are illus­
trated by a bow and arrow. This is 
another proof that the 12 tribes all 
r etur ned from the captivity and God 
was using them to overthrow a ll oppo­
sition from the heathen. 

Verse 14. Be seen over them denotes 
that the Lord will he in evidence in 
sight ot' the heathen who have been 
against Hts people. 

Verse 15. Subdue with sling stOnes 
does not necessarily mean literally, 
but when God fights for his people it 
is as victorious as if it bad been done 
with carnal weapons. 

Ver se 16. Stones 01 a crown r efers 
to the ornaments on the head piece 
that denotes victory. God 's people 
were given assurance that they would 
surmount a ll diffiCUlties tha t the 
enemies raised in their path. 

Verse 17. Oorn and wine were prod­
ucts of a fertile field that has been 
left undisturbed while the owners 
were cultivating it. During the cap­
tivity the land could not be cultivated 
by the people of lsarel and hence it 
lay idle through that period. 
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ZECHARIAH 10 
Verse 1. The Lord 1s continuing his 

promise of temporal blessings. The 
land was given a res t for 70 years to 
compensate for tbe ones of which it 
was defrauded for years. 

Verse 2. The false prophets had 
given the people assurances of peace 
which they said their idols would pro­
vide for them. Notwithstanding, all 
such promises had failed and the peo­
ple had to go away into ca ptivity. Now 
the chastisement is over and the true 
God is assuring them ot prosperity. 

Verse 3. God's people have always 
been likened to sheep and the leaders 
to shepherds. But both shepherd and 
the flock had gone astray, so the Lord 
r egarded the shepherds a s worthy of 
condemnation and the sheep likened to 
goats. But the program has been 
changed and the people are now 
likened to the noble horse in battle 
agatnst His enemies. 

Verse 4. Corner is defined in the 
lexicon as a chieftain and nail is a 
figurative term for a support or 
fastener. Oppressor 1s from a word 
that means a ruler. The verse means 
tha t God produced men of stabilitv 
to uphold His nation who knew how 
to govern. 

Vel'se 5. The terms are those still 
belonging to wartare and signify that 
God will assist his people tn their con­
tests with the enemy. 

Verse 6. The captivtty proper had 
been ended when Zechariah was writ­
ing, but much of the reconstruction 
work was stm to come or was just 
under way. The verse is a promise of 
the continued support of God. 

Verse 7. Ephrai1n means the 10·tribe 
kingdom when not mentioned as a 
stngle tribe. (Isaiah 7: 2, 9, 17; 
Ezekiel 37: 15-22.) That group is here 
promised God's favor now. 

Verse 8. Hiss means to whistle or 
call loudly and the cla use means that 
God will call for the 10 tribes to be 
gathered at .Jerusalem. I have re­
deemed them applies to the 10 tribes 
having been redeemed from the cap­
tivity . This all upsets the doctrine so 
popular in some groups about tbe 
" )ost ten tribes." 

Verse 9 . .Jews ot the 10 tribes as 
well as those of the 2 tribes were 
scattered out through various coun­
tries. although the bulk of the nation 
had been in Babylon. All of these 
were assured of a r eturn to the home 
land after the restoration. 

Verse 10. ThIs verse names some ot 
the countries in which these displaced 
.Je ws had been living. Gilead and 
L ebanon were districts in Palestine or 
near it and forming parta of the home 
country. Place shall not Qe found 
means that the restoration of these 
sca t tered Jews will be 60 successful 
that they will fill all the space in 
these territories. 

Verse 11. This verse promises that 
Ephraim will overcome all his aJHic· 
tions among the countries where he 
bad been scattered. The heathen peo­
ple who have oppressed them were 
doomed to tee I the wrath of God be­
cause of their cruelties. 

Verse 12. The strength of Ephraim 
was t o come from the Lord. 

ZECHARIAH II 
Verse 1. This chapt.er as a whole 

is a PI'ediction ot tbe overthrow ot 
Judaism as the religion of God 's people. 
The self'righteous Jews had become 
proud and scornful by the time Christ 
came into the world and they were 
destined to be brought down by the 
institution ot the new covenant under 
Him. The cedar is a lofty tree and is 
used In figurative language to repre­
sent that which is proud and self­
exnlted. Lebanon was the te lTitory 
where this tree grew in greatest abun­
dance, hence its mention in the pres­
ent connectioll. Open thy doors, etc. 
is a prediction that the haughty Jews 
(here figurized as the cedars of 
Lebanon) were to be subdued and 
humiliated by the king of the new 
regime, 

Verse 2. The fir and oak trees were 
more common than the cedar, but 
they are represented as howling over 
the falling of the lotty tree. It such 
an iml)ortant plant as the cedar was 
doomed to humiliation, there was no 
prospect ot the survival of these 
ordinary ones, hence they 'were in­
duced to howl in dismay. 

Verse 3. This verse predicts that the 
leaders among the Jews were to be 
humiliated and they were to complain 
of th eir lot. All of this was fulfilled 
when Jesus came into the world and 
introduced the Gospel. 

Verse 4. This verse is a prediction 
that the LortI would t eed the flock that 
had been slaughtered (mistreated) by 
the cruel and self·righteous princes 
among the .Jews. 

Verse 5. The possessors and shep­
herd,s of this verse means the wicked 
rule rs and princes among the .Jewish 
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people who imposed on the common 
population, 

Verse 6, This verse predicts that 
God would plunge the enUre Jewish 
nation Into contusion and revolution, 
The common people were to suffer 
along with the leaders because they 

. did not resist the corrupt prophets 
and priests. (See Jeremiah 5: 31.) 

Verse 7. God decided to take over 
the teeding of the flock that had been 
so neglected by the shepherds. And 
in order to make the proper progress 
it was nec~ssary to make a change in 
the whole system of the feeding by 
disposing of the unfaithful feeders, or 
at least by takIng charge of their 
work and directing it accord ing to 
the new program (the system under 
Christ). The things the Lord was 
going to dispose of are term ed Beauty 
and Bands. The first means "agreeable4 

ness" and the second is defined "a dis­
trict or inheritance." The fi rst stands 
tor the Slnaite covenant as a docu· 
ment or constitution as a basis for 
some form at government. The second 
stands for the religious nationalism 
that resulted from the aforesaid con­
stitution, 

Verses 8, 9. This paragraph should 
be regarded as a parenthet ic state-­
.ment inserted to indicate God 's abhor­
rence of his unfaithful reeders. Some 
of them were 80 objectionable that He 
disposed of three of them in one 
month. The prophet wm then resume 
the general prophecy to show what the 
new Shepherd was going to do about 
It. 

Verse 10. The firs t thing he did was 
to break the staft called Beauty which 
means that the Sinatte covenant was 
to be canceled. 

Verse 11. After the old law was can· 
celed, the common Jews finally learned 

·titat they would no longer be depen· 
dent on the selt·righteous leaders fOr 
spiritual guidance. 

Verses 12, 13. In order for the old 
law (here called Beauty) to be broken, 
it was necessary for Christ to nail it 
to the cross. And in order for that to 
happen it was necessary ror Him to be 
betrayed and sold for s ilver . Hence the 
prophet interrupts his story long 
enough to go back a few hours before 
the crucifixion to show how it was 
done, even as it had been predicted 
according to Matthew 27: 9, 10. Hence 
this paragraph should be regarded as 
another parenthetic passage on that 
particular item of the whole transae· 

tion, to connect up all the vital parts 
of God's great plan. 

Verse 14. Having nailed the old 1aw 
to the cross. Christ put an end to the 
Jewish covenant as a religious rule for 
the J ews. In other words, the religious 
brotherlwod for the whole 12 tribes 
(Judah and Israe l) was broken up by 
the crucifixion which cleared the way 
for a new religion. (See Romans 10: 
4.) 

Ve rse 15. Having annulled the Jew· 
ish r eligious law, the Lord was r eady 
to give the world a new one. This 
was to be the Gospel of Christ, and it 
was to be taken to the people of the 
world by preachers. In 1 Corinthians 
1 : 21 this Gospel is termed "the tool­
ishncss of preaching," and that is the 
menning of our present verse tha t pre· 
dlr.ts it with the words instruments 
Of a fOOlish shepherd. 

Verse 16. The terms of this verse are 
those that would describe the treat· 
ment of an unfaithfu l shepherd by his 
displeased master . The meaning is a 
prediction that Christ would not seek 
to restore Jud aism, but would con­
demn the corrupt J ewish lead ers. Mat­
thew 23 gives an extended treatment 
of th Is attitude of Christ toward them. 

·Verse 17. ThIs verse is a summing 
up of the entire chapter. The unfaith· 
ful J ewish leaders are condemned to 
com plete rejection. 

ZECHARIAH 12 
Verse 1. God never torgot the treat­

ment the Babylonians and other 
heathen people acco rded His nation 
in the past. and now he has a burden 
Or weighty prediction to make con· 
cerning it. His ability and right to 
do so is assured by the truth that He 
is the same One who created the 
h€'avens and the earth. He not only 
could create inan imate things like 
tha t, but was able to bring into being 
the living creatures like man. His 
eterna l power was not limited to the 
creation of a being with life to be 
caned man, but within that creature 
al ready endowed with a living soul 
(Genesis 2: 7), H e was able to form 
a spirit thus e levating him above 
the rank of a living creature and 
causing him to be a human living 
creature possessing three parts accord· 
ing to 1 Thessalonians 5: 23. Surely, 
then, such a Creator can do what His 
w1l1 dictates on behalf of His own 
nation that had been formed for His 
glory among the people of the earth. 

Verse 2. Trembling is from MAT, 
and Strong's definition is, "A reeling 
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from intoxication," When they shall 
be 'in the siege is said reflectively. The 
verse means that the Lord remem­
bered how they treated Judah and 
Jerusalem and was determined to 
avenge them. It was going to be done 
by enabling His people to force the 
heathen to drink from a cup that 
would send them forth staggering Hke 
a drunken man. 

Verse 3. This is a general repetition 
ot the preceding verse. 

Verse 4. The reference to the horse 
pertains to the siege because the 
cavalry was used to support the move­
ment. God was going to smite them 
of the heathen because of what they 
had done to Jerusalem. 

Verse 5. The demonstration ot God's 
power will produce encouragement in 
the heart of the inhabitants or Jeru­
salem. 

Verse 6. That day a1l through these 
verSes refers to the time when the 
promised favors should be accom­
pUshed for Judah and Jerusalem. All 
of the things predicted throughout this 
chapter and onward have a twofold 
bearing. The first applies to ancient 
Jerusalem and her triumph over her 
heathen foes. Then, following a prac­
tice so often observed in the prophetic 
writings, the verses look far beyond 
and after the ancient ~xperiences of 
fleshly I srael to the time of Christ 
and the New Testament age. 

Verse 7. An evil condition so com­
mon was for the people to be imposed 
on by the leaders in Jerusalem. The 
Lord 's influence will be to save the 
t en ts 01 Judah (the common people), 
80 that the glory and advantage of the 
inhabitants of J erusalem shall not im­
pose on them. In the government of 
Christ there wiH not be any parti­
ality as to true greatness. This was 
taught by Him while on earth in 
Matthew 20: 25-28. 

Verse 8. This is virtually the same 
as the preceding verse in meaning. 

Verse 9. This was t rue temporally, 
and it was true figuratively, for the 
government to be found ed at Jerusa­
lem was destined to conquer the sin­
ners by bringing them under the 
power of Christ through the teaching 
ot the Gospel. 

Verse 10. This spirit of supplication 
was to be caused by the awful treat­
ment accorded the Son of God in the 
city of Jerusalem. 'Ve are sure this 
is the meaning of this passage, for it 
is quoted and so applJed in John 19: 
37. The remainder of the verse ap-

plies to others who were to be grieved 
over the cruel treatment given to 
Jesus. For the proof at this see John 
16: 20. 

Verses 11·14. This whole passage is a 
description of the great state of sor­
row that was to be caused by the con­
demnation and crUCifixion of Christ. 

ZECHARIAH 13 
Verse 1. That day means the day 

designated in chapter 12 : 10 when 
"they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced." This is one ot the most 
precious prophecies in the Bible be­
cause it predicts the "Fountain, filled 
wftb blood, drawn tram Emanuel's 
veins." It refers to the flow of blood 
that came from the pierced side of 
Christ, and poured down upon the 
ground to satisfy the wrath ot God 
against s in, and made it possible for 
Him to save mankind trom sin and 
its consequences. 

Verse 2. Idolatry will have been 
banished from ancient Israel by the 
captivity. Then, passing on to the 
first part of the age under Christ, the 
prophet makes another weighty pre­
diction. When the new and flnal re­
Jigiolls system has been fully estab­
lished. all special and miraculous 
means will no longer be necessary 
and hence they will all cease to be 
used, That is why the predtction is 
that the (inspired) prophet and the 
unclea'n spirits s1k"111 pass out of the 
lana. Casting devils out at men re­
quired miraculous power, but when 
the n eed for miracles ceased to exist 
there was no longer any occasion for 
the people to be afflicted with devils. 

Verse 3. After the age of miracles 
has passed it will be false tor anyone 
to clatm to have the power of super­
natural prophesying. If some person 
does so he will be regarded as an 
impostor and will be oppose<;l even by 
hIs parents who have learned better. 

Verse 4. Not wear a r ough, garment 
to deceive. Prophets ot the miracu­
lOllS Urnes wore a special garb, and 
this means that those who \\'ould im­
pose Upon others will be forced to 
shed these garments. 

Verse 5. This verse is virtually the 
same as the preceding one. 

Verse 6. The subject becomes more 
speci fic and pertains to Christ per­
sonally. The wounds are those made 
in His hands and feet. In the house 
of my friends refers to Judas who was 
one of the apostles and who caused 
Jesus to be betrayed. 
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Verse 7. Snl-ite the s1iepherd. etc. 
reters to Jesus who was to be at­
tacked and leave his disciples jn a 
discouraged and scattered condition. 
He cited this saying and $0 applied it 
to himself In Matthew 26: 31. 

Verses 8, 9. The numerical terms are 
used ftguratively, and the meaning is 
that more people will reject Christ 
than will accept him and conform to 
the Gospel. 

ZECHARIAH 14 
Verse 1. The general subject of this 

whole chapter should be considered 
before trying to conclude on the mean­
ing ot any particular verse. The sub­
ject is the triumph of the Gospel over 
all the enemies of the Lord. The 
mention ot unusual events of a ma­
terial nature is only for the purpose 
of illustration and emphasis. and I 
shall comment on them from that 
standpoint. Spoil be ahidea in the 
,nidsl 01 thee. The good things avail­
able will not be given Into the hands 
ot the enemy but wiH be re tained by 
the Lord's people. 

Verse 2. The events described here 
are the kind that would be done in a 
literal siege around Jerusalem. It will 
be accomplished figuratively in that 
much opposition will be attempted 
against the new system ot the Lord 
to be set up in J erusalem. 

Verse 3. This fight wtll be with the 
"sword of the SpIrit" (Ephesians 6: 
17). 

Verse 4. The mount of Olives was 
a small but very important spot in 
Biblical times, especially in the days 
of Christ. It was tram that place that 
He ascended to heaven in sight of 
some of the disciples. He w ill come 
back at the last day in person but in 
spiritual torm. He will not come 
literally in the meantime, but will 
come spiritually when he sends the 
Holy Spirit to set up the church. In 
that sense he will stand upon the 
nwunt 01 Olives. Ot course the reader 
should b~al' in mind that the futUre 
tense at this language is used because 
at the time at this writing the church 
was in the futUre. A valley can be 
formed by the two halves ot a moun­
tain and such a valley would provide 
a place ot security for a mansion. 

Verse 5. This verse is figurative and 
refers to the same commotions indi­
cated in the first part of the chapter. 
The reason tor referring to the earth­
quake in the days of Uzziah is only as 
an illUstration. The history ot this 

earthquake Is quoted in connection 
with the comments on Amos 1: 1. The 
upheaval that was caused by the in­
troduction of the Gospel was likened to 
the material one described in this 
note. 

Verses 6. 7. On the basis ot reason­
ing from the simple to the complex, 
or from the known to the unknown, I 
will conclude this paragraph is an 
indefinite prediction of the general 
diffusion of Gospel light that was to 
be shed from J erusalem at the begin­
ning of the kingdom ot Christ. We 
may be certain that is the chief sub­
ject of the chapter as a whole, and 
hence these peculfar expressions should 
be interpreted in that ltght. Not clear 
nor dark meanS there will not be ex· 
tremes either way. One day known 
to the LOrd. It will not be done 
exactly as man might have suggested, 
but it will be according to the Lord's 
wisdom. Not My nor night has about 
the same meaning as the phrase "not 
clear nor dark" above. E'I."Cning it 
shall be l ight. So consistent will the 
spi ritua l day be that when it would 
normally be expected to dim toward 
the night it will still continue to be 
light. 

Verse 8. Former sea . .. hinder sea 
is a figure meaning trom east to west. 
These H'tI'ing waters of God's truth 
will not be confined to one spot but 
will flow out to all parts of the earth. 
Summer and winter is another figure 
of speech which means the living 
waters of truth will flow continuously. 

Verse 9. This verse justifies the 
comments on the foregoing ones. It 
is a prediction or the universal do­
minion or the Gospel of Christ as 
differing from that of the Mosaic law 
that was tor the Jews only. One Lord 
and his nan~e one corresponds with 
"one fold and one shepherd" in John 
10: 16. 

Verse 10. The places and objects 
named are used figuratively. The 
meaning is the same as the general 
subject ot the chapter, namely. general 
spreading of the truth. 

Verse 11. ThIs verse was fulfilled 
materially and spjrltually. Jerusalem 
became sett1ed after the captivity and 
was a safe place for the people of 
Israel to inhabit. It also was the head­
quarters of the kingdom of Christ that 
was to be a sate place for the spiritual 
citizens of the household of faith. 

Verse 12. These afflictions are figura­
tive terms tOr the humIliation and 
defeat ot the enemies ot the Gospel of 
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Christ. It is similar in thought to 
the statements in the beginning of the 
chapter relative to the victory of truth 
over error. 

Verse 13. General confusion was to 
overwhelm those who tried to resist 
the new institution set up in Jerusa­
lem. So great was that confusion to 
be that the enemies would be tUrned 
against each other as if they were 
strangers. 

Verse 14. Judah shall fight at Jeru­
salem. The margin renders it "against 
Jerusalem" which denotes that the peo­
ple of God will oppose the wealth of 
the heathen that will accumulate 
around the city. 

Verse 15. These beasts of service 
that are used by the heathen will not 
enable them to prevent the great work 
of the Lord, but will be defeated ac­
cording to verses 1-3. 

Verse 16. Many who had opposed 
the Lord will be converted and will 
go up t.o worship. They will look to 
Jerusalem for the divine model of 
true worship. This great truth is pre­
dicted in Isaiah 2: 1-4 and Micah 4: 
1-5. 

Verse 17. Shall be no rain is a figu­
rative prediction that all who refuse 
the Gospel will be denied the spiritual 
favors of the Lord. 

Verse 18. This is the same in mean­
ing as the preceding verse. The hea­
then (or Gentiles) will all be given 
a chance to enjoy the blessings issued 
from Jerusalem, but if they refuse it 
they will be rejected by the Lord. 

Verse 19. Keep the feast is a figure 
drR\Vn from the literal practices of 
the Jews in Jerusalem under the 
Mosaic system. It here refers to the 
spiritual system or institution set up 
in Jerusalem to supplant the former 
one. 

Verse 20. Horses were used in tem­
poral warfare by the people of Israel. 
They are used figuratively for the 
spiritual war under Christ against 
sin in all its forms. The objective in 
all the great warfare will be plainly 
announced to all the opposing forces. 
It will be done by a banner-like en­
graving upon the equipment of the 
horses, and it will read HOLINESS 
UNTO THE LORD. 

Verse 21. These vessels refer to 
those used in the Jewish service, but 
denote the spiritual ones under Christ. 
No marc the Canaanite means that 
no one of the heathen shall be ad­
mitted until he has submitted to the 
rule of heaven under Christ. 

MALACHI I 
Verse 1. Burden means an impor­

tant message or saying, and the Lord 
had something of that character to 
say to the people of Israel. Malachi 
was the last of the Old Testament 
prophets and wrote about four cen­
turies before Christ. This would place 
him not long after the work of re­
construction following the return from 
the captivity. The people of Israel 
never worshiped idols after the re­
turn, but they often were careless 
about their duty to God and became 
selfish in their desires. 

Verse 2. When the Lord censured 
them for their worldliness they com· 
plained that He did not love them. 
The Lord's reasoning that he still 
loved his people 1s couched in the 
Question Kas not Esau Jacob's brother? 
The fact that while these men were 
brothers, the Lord chose Jacob or 
Israel instead of Esau was proof that 
He loved him. 

Verse 3. Hated Esau means the Lord 
denied him any special favors, also 
He chastised him severely for wrong 
doings. 

Verse 4. Esau was the founder of the 
Edomites who thought they could re­
sist the work of God that was meant 
for their punishment. Yet they failed 
for the Lord was determined to thro1v 
dOiCn their work. All of this was 
evidence that Israel had fared better 
than his brother and hence was be­
loved by the Lord. 

Verse 5. The objective of the Lord 
in thus punishing Esau or Edam was 
that He might be magnified. Israel 
was supposed to see all this and ac­
knowledge God's greatness. 

Verse 6. The usual treatment of a 
son for his father or a servant for his 
master is cited as an example of 
proper respect. God's people were not 
that respectful to Him, but at the 
same time they were denying their 
guilt of neglect. 

Verse 7. The services of the Jews 
were beneath their abilities and short 
of the requirements of the law. Their 
neglect of duty was rendered mare 
-objectionable by their attitude. They 
,,,auld ask what was wrong in a way 
that implied that they could see noth­
ing for the Lord to complain about. 

Verse 8. The animals to be used in 
the services were required to be those 
in the best condition. These Jews 
were bringing the blind and otherwise 
defective ones and seemed to think the 


