Ephesians ¢: 21 --. Philippians 1: 4

body, or any part of it (the hands,
feet), is bound.” It is an apparent
contradiction that an ambassador
would be shackled with a prisoner's
chain. But we need to observe that
the chain attached to Paul was not
placed there by the government of
which he was an ambassador. Hence,
while bound in a literal chain by an
enemy government, he might be able
still to represent the sovereign in a
foreign land. ‘“The word of God is not
bound” (2 Timothy 2:9). Paul's
mouth was still free, and he wished
the brethren to pray for divine help
that he might speak the Gospel of
Christ with boldness.

Verse 21. Thayer says TyYCHICUS
was “an Asiatic Christian, friend and
companion of the apostle Paul.” Funk
and Wagnalls New Standard Bible Dic-
tionary gives the same information,
with additional notes that he carried
the epistle of Paul to the Ephesians.

Verse 22. Tychicus was near Paul
much of the time and was acquainted
with the state of affairs concerning
the apostle. He could comfort the
hearts of the brethren by the informa-
tion that Paul was standing firm in
his faith.

Verse 23. Paul’s manner of saluta-
tion was not always the same as it per-
tained to the persons addressed. Some-
times he singled out certain individ-
uals, at others he made it general as
he does in this verse. Hence there is
nothing significant in the form used.

Verse 24. Paul wishes the grace
(favor of the Lord) to be with the
brethren; that is, with those who pro-
fessed to love Him and who were sin-
cere.

Philippians 1

Verse 1. The account of starting the
church at Philippi is given in Acts 16,
and the reader should now take time
to study that entire chapter before go-
ing further with these comments. This
epistle was written in Rome, under
circumstances similar to those con-
nected with the one to the Ephesians,
for Paul was a prisoner in chains on
account of the persecution of the Jews
in Palestine (Acts, chapters 22 to 26).
Timotheus is another form for Tim-
othy, who was a faithful companion of
Paul in his travels (Acts 16: 1-3), and
hence with whom the brethren at
Philippi would have some acquain-
tance. Paul mentions him as joining
in the loving saluation to the church.
The epistle i8 addressed to all the
saints, which means all the Christians
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in Philippi since the two words mean
the same. The salutation includes both
official and unofficial members, because
the quality of being a saint is not an
official one. However, the apostle
makes special mention of the two and
only classes of officials in the New Tes-
tament church. Bishops is another
name for the elders or rulers over the
congregation, which will be fully dis-
cussed at 2 Thessalonians, chapter 2.
Deacons. The work of these officials is
explained at Acts 6: 2, in the first vol-
ume of the New Testament Commen-
tary.

Verse 2. Grace is from cHARis, and
one part of Thayer's definition is,
“kindness which bestows upon one
what he has not deserved.” This phase
of the word explains why the apostle
specifies that it is the grace from God
he is wishing for his brethren, since
all of God’s favors are bestowed upon
man undeserved by him. They are be-
stowed only through the Lord Jesus
Christ. That is because the sacrifice of
Christ provided the way for God to
maintain his justice and at {he same
time extend this unmerited favor to
humanity. Peace is from EIRENE, which
is used 90 times in the Greek New
Testament, and is rendered by our
present word 88 times. As it applies
to individuals, Thayer defines it,
“peace between individuals, i.e., har-
mony, concord.” As to disciples and
the Lord he defines it, “the tranquil
state of a soul assured of its salvation
through Christ, and so fearing nothing
from God and content with its earthly
lot, of whatever sort it is.”

Verse 3. The original Greek word
for remembrance is so rendered 3
times in the King James Version, and
by “mention” 4 times. The various
translations and commentaries differ
as to their preferred rendering. The
truth is that the difference between
them is slight. However, I believe the
connection favors the marginal ren-
dering, namely, the word ‘“mention.”
In Romans 1: 9 and Ephesians 1: 16
this Greek word is used in virtually
the same kind of connection, and in
each of those places it is rendered
“mention.” The verse could well be
understood as if it said: “Every time
I have occasion to mention you in my
prayer, it is with thanksgiving Yor
what you have meant to me in my ser-
vice to Christ.” Several verses follow-
ing bears out this thought.

Verse 4. Request with joy. The rec .
ord of helpful service extended to Paul
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by the Philippian brethren enabled
him to expect further good work by
them. Hence his requests were made
with the joyful feeling that God would
grant his requests for them.

Verse 5. One of the things for which
Paul believed God would bless the
church at Philippi was their fellowship
in the Gospel. The first word is from
KOINONIA, which means anything by
which one person shares with another
the same experience. This can be done
either by direct joining with him in
the activities concerned, or by support
of the same by contribution of money
and other necessities of life. From the
first day means the first of their ac-
quaintance with Paul in his work
among them, in which he got them
started as a church of Christ. Until
now indicates they did not cease their
support of him as soon as he left their
community. Chapter 4: 16 shows they
sent contributions to him more than
once when he was in Thessalonica.

Verse ¢. The pronoun he refers to
the Lord, to whom Paul gives the
credit for all the good work accom-
plished at Philippi. Will perform it.
The apostle’s coniidence in the faith-
fulness of the brethren prompts him
to say this, for as long as dis-i;:les are
faithful, He will continue to help them
in their good work. The day of Jesus
Christ literally means the coming of
Christ, but it is equivalent to saying
that He would be with them as long as
they lived.

Verse 7. In the preceding verse Paul
expresses his confidence in the perse-
verance of the Philippians to the end
of life, thereby obtaining the continued
favor of the Lord. He now affirms
that such a feeling about them is meet
or natural, and then gives his reason
for the statement, nalcely, that they
were constant in their fellowship witb
him under the grace or favor of God.
I have you in my heart. The marginal
rendering of this is, ‘“you have me in
your heart.” I have consulted a num-
ber of translations and they are about
equally divided between the two ren-
derings. However, the Englishman’s
Greek New Testament gives the same
as the margin. Since that work is a
literal word-for-word translation 1
would prefer its form of the rendering.
The difference, though, is not great,
for the thought is that Paul and the
brethren had a heartfelt interest in
each other with reference to the great
work of the apostle. Bonds refers to
the chain that made Paul a prisoner,

but which did not keep him from mak-
ing a defence of the Gospel, which re-
fers primarily to the first proclama-
tion of it. Confirmation means the
assurances which the apostle gave of
the truth of the preaching, which he
accomplished through his inspiration
and miraculous power.

Verse 8. Record means a witness;
the apostle means that God knows all
about what is in his heart with refer-
ence to the brethren at Philippi.
Bowels is from SpLAGCHNON, which
Thayer defines, “bowels, intestines.”
But it is used figuratively in the New
Testament, which Thayer explains as
follows: “In the Greek poets the
bowels were regarded as the seat of
the more violent passions, such as an-
ger and love; but by the Hebrews as
the seat of the tender affections, es-
pecially kindness, benevolence, com-
passions; hence is equivalent to our
heart, tender mercies, affections, ete.”
As the apostle uses the term, it means
that he longs after the brethren with
a tender affection like that of Christ.

Verse 9. A meaningless love would
be of no avail for any persons con-
cerned. Paul wishes the love of his
brethren to grow according to knowl-
edge. Judgment means discernment or
recognition of what is morally proper.
The apostle prayed for such progress
to be made by the brethren, and he
;vrote this epistle as a help along that
ine.

Verse 10. Approve means to try or
test (by the scriptural standard of
right and wrong). Ezcellent denotes
things that differ from others for the
betier. The complete thought is that
they may be able to recognize what
is better after making the lawful test.
Such a course would prove them to be
sincere, which would also keep them
approved by Christ until he came
again.

Verse 11. The same thought as the
preceding verse is expressed in this,
but in different words. Being filled
means the brethren were working in
the Master’s vineyard faithfully, and
the result was a full crop of right-
eousness. Which are by Christ Jesus
denotes that no good works can be
done except as are authorized by Him.
Such works will always reflect glory
and praise to God, for he has willed
that all service must be done through
the Son.

Verse 12. The things which hap-
pened unto me. This includes Paul’s
entire experience of persecution, begin-
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ning with his arrest and binding with
a chain, and the unfavorable events be-
ing thrown around him since being in
Rome. He did not wish his brethren
to be unduly disturbed over the report
of his situation, hence he made the
present explanation which might well
be expressed by a familiar phrase,
“evils are often blessings in disguise.”
Such is the meaning of his statement
that the happenings had fallen out
rather unto the furtherance of the
Gospel. The several verses following
give the details of his remarks.

Verse 13. Bonds refers to the chain
by which Paul was made a prisoner,
and it was manifest literally since he
had an actual metalic chain fastened
to his body. In Christ is said because
the apestle’s persecutirmn was n ae-
count of his service to Him. Palace is
from PRAITORION, a military term, and
is defined by Thayer at this place, “the
camp of praetorian soldiers.” Paul
was under guard of the soldiers, even
though permitted to occupy a house
which he hired for himself (Acts 2S:
30-31). Under these circumstances he
would come in contact with a great
many persons of various ranks, and to
those who came within the sound of
his voice he preached the Gospel, the
subject because of which he was wear-
ing the chain.

Verse 14. Waxing confident by my
bonds. The brethren coming and going
could see the chain attached to Paul’s
body, and could also behold his un-
wavering faith in Christ. Yes, they
could see the chain and also hear him
as he preached the Gospel to those
who came near him. Such an example
had the effect of strengthening their
own faith, and causing them to go out
among the people and repeat the sweet
story of the cross. In this way Paul
meant his persecutions had produced
the good effect of furtherance (ad-
vancement) of the Gospel.

Verse 15. Some is general, but can-
not apply to the persons mentioned in
the preceding verse, for Paul speaks
of them in a favorable way. Doubt-
less they were the Jews who had pro-
fessed Christianity but who were in-
clined to Judaism. Such characters
would naturally envy Paul's great
work among the people who had heard
him. Preach Christ. This is indefinite
as to how much of the Gospel they
preached. We are sure, however, that
what was preached was correct, or else
Paul would not have rejoiced in it
as he does in verse 18. But these Juda-

119

izers spread the word that this Christ
whom Paul was preaching was the
Messiah of the Old Testa ' ent. This
would be objectionable to the Romans
since the predicted one was coming
into the world as a king. With the
mistaken idea that it was to be a tem-
poral kingdom, the Romans would re-
sent having such a king advocated
among their people.

Verse 16. The one refers to those of
the preceding verse who preach Christ
from envy and strife. Paul adds a
word to their motive which is conten-
tions, and according to Thayer this
word has the idea of suach activities as
are practiced by what is familiarly
called a “politician.” It is easy to see
why they would do that kind of pub-
lic teaching, for it would rouse the
opposition of the Roman citizens. That
in turn would bring forth an inquiry
as to who had introduced such propa-
ganda into the community. Upon be-
ing informed that it was Paul, it would
enrage the Roman leaders (as the
Judaizers thought), and ca::se them to
do something that would add afflic-
tion to the bonds already fastened
upon the apostle.

Verse 17. The other means the ones
in verse 15 who preached Christ of
good will. Seing that Paul was set
(determined, to proclaim and defend
the Gospel, these brethren were en-
couraged to join in the good work.

Verse 18. What then? This denotes
that Paul is about to draw a conclu-
sion from the foregoing facts, namely,
that in either case he is glad that
Chr.st is preached. Great abuse has
been made of this circumstance by
some who wish to apologize for the
erroneous methods that are used in
the religious world for the s;reading
of the Gospel. It is claimed that if
Paul would rejoice in the work of
these evil persons, then we should
rejoice in what is done even by un-
scriptural organizations for the spread-
ing of truth. It should be noted, how-
ever, that what these envious preach-
ers proclaimed was the truth — their
motive only was what was wrong.
Also, no unscriptural organization or
methods were used in their work,
while the modern use of this case is
to justify the institutions of men in
their professed teaching of the Scrip-
tures.

Verse 19. The prono''n this means
the same as the things in verse 12,
with the additional items pertaining
to Paul’'s conduct under the circum-
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stances. Shall turn [out] to my sal-
vation. The last word has a wide
range of meaning, and the primary
definition of the original is given by
Thayer, “deliverance, safety, preserva-
tion, salvation.” The word can apply
to physical or spiritual deliverance,
and to the present or eternal age. The
connection in each case must deter-
mine the particular application of the
term. In Paul's case it may well be
taken in both the physical and spirit-
ual sense. The epistle was written
when Paul was a prisoner the first
time, and we know that he was ac-
tually delivered from his chain and
permitted to go out among the
churches. Through your prayer. No
doubt the brethren prayed for his de-
liverence as the church did on behalf
of Peter (Acts 12: 5). And the sup-
ply of the Spirit of Christ Jesus. Of
course the prayers of Christians would
avail nothing except they were offered
in connection with the Lord’s plan.
The spiritual salvation of the apostle
would also be on condition that he be
true to Christ regardless of how the
situation might terminate

Verse 20. Earnest ezpectation is
from one Greek word, and it means
virtually the same as hope that is used
here, except that it is a more intense
word, implying some anxiety. The
whole statement means that it is
Paul’'s earnest expectation and hope,
etc. He means to conduct himself in
such a way that he would have noth-
ing of which to be ashamed. Instead,
he is determined to continue his pres-
ent boldness in preaching the Gospel,
regardless of whether he was per-
mitted to live, or would be put to
death by his persecutors. By submit-
ting his body to whatever his enemies
might decree against him, whether it
be life or death, he would be doing
honor to Christ. Magnified is from
MEGALUNO, and Thayer’s explanation of
the word in this passage is that Christ
would “get glory and praise’” from the
service that Paul’s body would be ren-
dering by this devotion.

Verse 21. If Paul is permitted to
live in the flesh, he will use his time
for the service of Christ. But if his
earthly life and service are cut off by
the enemy, he will not be to blame for
it because he will die in a good cause.
That is why he says in the last phrase,
to die is gain. If a man loses his phys-
ical life for the sake of the kingdom
of heaven, he will gain the reward of
spiritual life (Matthew 16: 25).

Philippians 1: 20-25

Verse 22. The pronoun this refers
to the service for Christ mentioned in
the preceding verse. On the basis that
if he lives he will serve Christ, he will
expect the gain also mentioned as the
fruit of his labor for Him; said gain
to come after death. Since both parts
of the proposition—Ilife of service and
gain after death—are important, Paul
is undecided as to which he prefers.
Wot not is an old expression meaning
“know not.”

Verse 23. Strait means Paul was un-
der pressure from two different desir-
able experiences, which were of such
a character that he could not have
both at the same time. One of these
is stated in this verse, which was to
department and to be with Christ. Of
the two desirable experiences he says
this would be far better. This gives
us a very significant truth. We know
that Christ was not personally on
earth, and hence to be with Him it
would be necessary for Paul to leave
this earth. That would require him to
leave the fleshly body as the next verse
clearly shows. This disproves the ma-
terialistic theory which claims that
man is wholly mortal, and that when
he dies, everything about him dies and
hence would remain wherever the
body does. The passage teaches also
that after a man’s body dies, the part
of him that departs from this world is
conscious. Furthermore, if such a
man was a faithful servant of the
Lord until death, he will have an en-
joyable consciousness after death, else
it would not be far bctter to depart.

Verse 24. This verse states the other
thing that was causing the strait or
pressure in which Paul found himself.
To abide in the flesh is equivalent to
saying he would continue to live on
the earth in his fleshly body. More
needful for wou expresses the reason
why this side of the strait was re-
garded as something that was desir-
able in the mind of Paul. He knew
that after death he could not continue
to serve his brethren personally, for .
the only assistance they could receive
from him would be the good example
and teaching that he would leave in
their memory. Of course such a bene-
fit would be available to all true dis-
ciples as long as the world stands.

Verse 25. Having this confidence.
That is, being confident of the truth
of the statement in the preceding
verse. Things that were ‘“more need-
ful” for the church would be more im-
portant than something desirable to
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Paul personally. For that reason he
was sure that he would remain a while
longer for their furtherance (advance-
ment) in the faith, and the joy that
such advancement would give them.

Verse 26. Paul was made a prisoner
in Rome two times (2 Timothy 4: 16),
and this epistle was written when he
was there the first time. He was re-
leased and permitted to go out among
the churches for a while. I shall quote
from Smith’s Bible Dictionary as fol-
lows: “In this epistle [the one to the
Philippians] Paul twice expresses a
confident hope that before long he may
be able to visit the Philippians in per-
son. (Chapter 1: 25; 2: 24.) Whether
this hope was fulfilled or not has been
the occasion of much controversy. Ac-
cording to the general opinion the
apostle was liberated from imprison-
ment at the end of two years, having
been acquitted by Nero in A.D. 63, and
left Rome soon after writing the letter
to the Philippians.” The release of
Paul would be regarded as an answer
to the prayers of the church. This
would cause their rejoicing to be more
abundant. In Jesus Christ for me de-
notes their rejoicing would be in re-
gard to Paul and his victory through
Jesus Christ over his enemies.

Verse 27. Conversation means con-
duct or manner of life, and becometh
is defined to denote that which is be-
coming or suitable to a thing. The
sentence means for them to conduct
themselves in a way that shows re-
spect for the Gospel of Christ. Such
conduct would become known to
others, so that Paul would learn about
it even though he never got tc see
them again. The apostle did not write
this in a spirit of doubt, for these
brethren had already shown such kind
of faithfulness (chapter 2:12). The
subject is mentioned as a kindly ex-
hortation from a loving apostle. Stand
fast in one spirit has the same mean-
ing as unity of the Spirit in Ephesians
4:3. With one mind denotes that each
mind is being guided by the same rule,
and that rule is the one provided for
them by the inspired word. Striving
together is from one word that Thayer
defines, “to strive at the same time
with another.” The idea is that all the
brethren would join their forces in the
contest for one cause. Faith of the
Gospel means the ‘“one faith” Paul
mentions in Ephesians 4: 5, which is
made known through the Gospel.

Verse 28. A glance at the next verse
will help in arriving at the meaning
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of this one. The verse starts with for,
which indicates that a reason is about
to be given for the statements of the
preceding passage. Since the servants
of Christ are the ones who are given
the honor of suffering for Him, the
very fact that they are having such
an experience, and are holding firm
under it, is proof that they are the ac-
cepted of the Lord. That is why it
means so much to these Judaizing en-
emies of the Philippians, to observe
that they are in nothing terrified by
the persecutions. It means that they
(the Philippians) are the Lord’s faith-
ful servants and hence are heirs of
salvation. By the same token it means
that they (the adversaries) are threat-
ened with perdition for their enmity
against the true disciples of Christ.

Verse 29. It would be foolish to pre-
tend that any physical enjoyment can
be had from persecution, for the bodies
and sensibilities of Christians are like
those of all other human beings. Their
joy comes from what such experiences
indicate on their behalf. The thought
is well stated in Acts 5: 41 where the
disciples rejoiced because “they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for
His name” All of this supports the
comments on the preceding verse.

Verse 30. Conflict is from AGoON
which Thayer defines, ‘“a contest.” The
Christian life is likened to the ath-
letic contests that were so common in
old times. Paul means these brethren
were engaged in the same contest that
he had encountered in their presence
(Acts 16th chapter), and in which he
is now engaged as they had been in-
formed.

Philippians 2

Verse 1. If does not mean Paul had
any doubt of the things he is about to
mention. It is used in the sense of
“seeing there be,” or “inasmuch as
there does be,” etc., then he names
the things he believed assuredly to ex-
ist. All true consolation is to be found
only in Christ through the king-
dom (Matthew 5: 4). All who love
Christ and his disciples, will find un-
told comfort in their fellowship with
each other. Fellowship is from a word
that means the sharing of something
with another. The Spirit, through the
divine law which He has dictated to
the inspired writers, creates a partner-
ship in spiritual things not to be
found in the world. Bowels is used
with reference to the affections, be-
cause the people in old times believed
that part of the body was the seat of
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those sentiments. See a detailed defi-
nition of the word at cnapter 1: 8.
The primary meaning of the original
for mercies is pity or compassion. It
will lead us to be considerate of an-
other s misfortunes (1 Corinthians 12:
26).

Verse 2. The epistle to the Philip-
pians contains no rebukes nor re-
proofs, but it has admonitions and ex-
hortations, and much instruction in-
tended to improve their already excel-
lent state of spirituality. The present
verse is one passage of this kind. It
would make Paul’s joy full for them
to be likeminded, which means to be
united in mind in their work for the
Lord. (See chapter 1:27.) Having
the same love denotes their love for
each other was to be mutually com-
plete. Of one accord means to work
together harmoniously for the “faith
of the Gospel.”

Verse 3. Strife is an attempt to put
oneself ahead of others for the purpose
of being pre-eminent. Vainglory is
the same as self esteem, which would
cause a man to seek the pre-eminence
just mentioned. In contrast to all this,
the apostle would have his brethren
show lowliness of mind, which is the
same as humbleness. Instead of con-
sidering oneself worthy of special
honor, he should think of his brother
as being better than himself. That
would cause him to push the other
person forward instead of seeking to
be prominent for his own gratification.
(See Romans 12: 10.)

Verse 4. Christians should not be
concerned in their own thines only,
for that would be selfishness. Instead,
they should be interested in the wel-
fare of others.

Verse 5. This mind does not mean
that the mind of man can be equal to
that of Christ. The original word is
PHRONEO, and a part of Thayer’s defini-
tion at this place is, “to seek one's
interests or advantage; to be of one’s
party, side with him.” As Jesus was
unmindful of himself and th~ughtful
of others, we should be likeminded.

Verse 6. Form is from MORPHE
which occurs only three times in the
Greek New Testament. Rotbery Iis
from HARPAGMOS. I shall give Thayer’s
definition and explanations of this
word first. “A thing seized or to be
seized, booty,” and he explains it to
mean, “to deem anything a prize—a
thing to be seized upon or to be held
fast, retained.” In his definition and
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explanations of morpHEk, Thayer in-
cludes some statements pertaining to
verse 7. I shall quote his definition of
the Greek word, also his explanations
(the parts in parentheses). ‘“The form
by which a person or thing strikes
the vision; the external appearance

(this whole passage is to be ex-
plained as follows): who, although
(formerly) he bore the form (in which
he appeared to the inhabitants of
heaven) of God, yet did not think that
this equality with God was to be
eagerly clung to or retained, but
emptied himself of it so as to assume
the form of a servant, in that he be-
came like unto men, and was found
in fashion as a man.” My comments
on the verse, based on the connection
and the lexicon definitions of the
words, is that Christ was willing to un-
derestimate the great honor of being
equal in form with the Father, and
condescend to becoming even lower
than the angels, so that He could suf-
fer and die as a man.

Verse 7. Made himself of no reputa-
tion all comes from two Greek words,
and they are rendered ‘‘emptied him-
self” by the Englishman’s Greek New
Testament, and four other translations
that I have consulted render it the
same. Paul means that Christ divested
himself of the glorious form He had
before he came to the earth. (See the
comments on the preceding verse.)
Christ became like a servant in form
only, because all slaves in the various
ranks were men (not angels), in order
that He might be capable of death for
the sake of mankind.

Verse 8. Being found or appearing
on earth in fashion (form and manner
of life physically) as a man. Humbled
himself means Christ subjected him-
self to voluntary humiliation, which
will be made clear by further com-
ments on this verse. Obedience im-
plies a commander giving law to be
obeved, and Jesus was subject only to
his Father. Unto means “as far as, to
the extent of,” and it is used here to
denote that Jesus obeyed his Father
to the extent of submitting to death.
Even used in connection with death of
the cross is more significant than is
generally realized. Jesus not only sub-
mitted to die in obedience to his
Father and for the benefit of sinful
man. hut to die the most horrible and
humiliating form of death. Smith's
Bihle Dictionarv gives a deseription of
this performance, which I shall quote
for the information of the reader:
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“Crucifixion was unanimously consid-
ered the most horrible form of death.
Among the Romans [by whom Jesus
was crucified] the degradation [dis-
grace] was also a part of the inflic-
tion, and the punishment if applied to
freemen was only used in the case of
the vilest criminals. The one to be
crucified was stripped naked of all his
clothes, and then followed the most
awful moment of all. He was laid
down upon the implement of torture.
His arms were stretched along the
cross-beams, and at the center of the
open palms the point of a huge iron
nail was placed, which, by the blow
of a mallet, was driven home into the
wood. Then through either foot sepa-
rately, or possibly through both to-
gether, as they were placed one over
the other, another huge nail tore its
way through the quivering flesh.” A
little farther on in the article the au-
thor says: “A death by crucifixion
seems to include all that pain and
death can have of the horrible and
ghastly,—dizziness, cramp, thirst, star-
vation, sleeplessness, traumatic
[shock] fever, tetanus [spasm caused
by infection], publicity of shame, long
continuance of torment, horror of an-
ticipation, mortification of unattended
wounds . . . the unnatural position
made every movement painful; the
lacerated veins and crrvshed tendons
throbbed with incessant anguish,” etc.
Besides this historical description of
the physical suffering, we have the
statements in the Bible of the shame
attached to crucifixion (Deuteronomy
21: 22, 23; Galatians 3:13; Hebrews
12: 2). From all the foregoing infor-
mation, the reader can realize the rea-
son for Paul’s use of the word even in
connection with Christ’s death on the
cross.

Verse 9. God rewarded the humility
and obedience of his Son by exalting
him with a name that denotes author-
ity. Matthew 28:18 states that all
power (authority) is given Him in
heaven and in earth. Our present
verse makes the general statement
that His name is above every name.
Of course it is to be understood with
the exception shown in 1 Corinthians
15: 217.

Verse 10. The preceding verse gives
a general declaration of the authority
vested in the name of Christ; this one
names the three regions in whi~h that
avthority is to be recognized. The
three regions include all intelligent
creatures that are in existence, namely,
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heaven, earth and under the earth
which means Hades or place of de-
parted spirits ani demons. For a full
explanation of the last place, see the
comments at Matthew 5: 30, in first
volume of the New Testament Com-
mentary. A foretaste of the recogni-
tion of His authority by creatures
from these three regions was accorded
him when on the earth. Matthew 4: 11
shows the angels (things in heaven)
paying their respects and serving Him.
The instances of things in earth
(men) are too numerous to need spe-
cial citation. Things under the earth
(demons) acknowledge Him (Mark
5: 1-6).

Verse 11. This verse expresses the
same recognition of authority by
means of the tongue, that the preced-
ing verse does with the bended knee.
An added thought is that it is all to
be to the glory of God the Father. That
will be true, whether the acknowledge-
ment is made willingly by friends of
the Lord, or unwillingly by enemies.
But if it is by the enemies, they will
get no reward for it, while the friends
will have themselves confessed in the
presence of God (Matthew 10: 32).

Verse 12. In chapter 1: 27 Paul ex-
horts the brethren to be faithful
whether he is present with them or
not, and in this one he acknowledges
just such faithfulness on their part.
Brethren cannot do more than obey,
hence the words much wmore only
means an expression of degree. It is
more commendable for them to be obe-
dient in his absence, for that is proof
that their work is not ‘“eyeservice”
(service performed only under the eye
of the master), which is condemned in
Ephesians 6: 6. Work out comes from
cne Greek word which Thayer defines,
“to do that from which something re-
sults.” Thev were to do the work un-
der Christ that would result in their
own salvation; no person could do it
for them. Fear and trembdbling. The
first word means reverence and the
last means anxiety. Christians should
have reverence for God and be anxious
to obey His law.

Verse 13. God works in his children
through the inspired word. That word
instructs them not only to profess the
will to serve the Lord, but also to do
His will; such a life will be pleasing
to Gnd.

Verse 14. Without wmurmurings
means to do one’s duty cheerfully, not
secretly resenting the task required.
The original for disputings is defined
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by Thayer, as “hesitating, doubting.”
Disciples should not question the right
of the Lord to command them, nor ve
curious as to why He has given them
the duty.

Verse 15. Blameless denotes a life
against which no charge can be truth-
fully made. Harmless is rendered “sin-
cere’”’ in the margin, and the lexicon
agrees with it. The fuller definition
would be “without mixture” with the
evil things of the world. The sons of
God should be without rebuke, which
they will be if they comply with the
forepart of the verse. Crooked and
perverse mean virtually the same, and
are used for the purpose of emphasis.
It refers to people who will not walk
in the straight path of righteousness,
but stubbornly persist in doing that
which is evil. Christians must live in
such a nation while in this world, but
they should not live as such a nation
lives. Instead, their lives should re-
flect the light of divine truth by prac-
ticing the good works directed by
Christ (Matthew 5: 14-16).

Verse 16. Holding forth the word of
life means to hold the Gospel up before
the world so it will be seen as the
truth coming from the apostle. In 1
Timothy 3: 15 Pauls says the church
is the pillar (or support) of the truth,
and the Lord does not permit any
other organization to offer His word
to mankind. Paul gave the Gospel to
the Philippians, now he expects them
to continue the good work by holding
it up in their lives and teaching. La-
bored in vain. No preacher’s salvation
depends on the faithfulness of his con-
verts if he is himself faithful in teach-
ing them their duty. But if they do
not carry out their part of the great
plan, their salvation will be a failure.
Such a result would make Paul’s work
among them in vain as far as they are
concerned. If they are faithful to the
end, it will give Paul a cause a rejoic-
ing on their behalf, and such rejoicing
would constitute the “reward” such as
2 John 8.

Verse 17. This verse contains a very
beautiful thought concerning the un-
selfishness of Paul. Offered is from
SPENDO which means literally “to be
poured out.” Paul did not know how
his present situation would terminate
(verse 23), or whether he would have
to give up his blood on the execution-
er's block (as he finally did after the
second arrest according to 2 Timothy
4: 6). However that may be, he was
willing to make such a sacrifice if

Philippians 2: 15-22

called upon to do so. But even such a
service was regarded by him as small
in comparison with the services of the
church at Philippi. The figure of be-
ing offered (‘‘poured out”) is drawn
from a service under the law of Moses.
(See Exodus 29: 40, 41; Leviticus 2:
1, 6; 23: 13, 18, 37.) These liquid offer-
ings were “poured” upon the main sac-
rifice to combine a service to God.
They might well be called a minor
offering or sacrifice, and that upon
which they were poured a major one
in comparison. Paul was willing to
represent himself as a minor sacrifice,
poured upon the major one of the
faithful service of the Philippians.
Even that humble service would cause
him to joy and rejoice with the breth-
ren.

Verse 18. Paul bids the Philippian
brethren to share his joy with him,
whick would constitute one of the
finest examples of fellowship in Christ
that is possible.

Verse 19. Trust in the Lord is equiv-
alent in thought to “if the Lord will”
in James 4: 15. Everything Paul ex-
pected to do was suhject to the will
of the Lord. Timothy had been with
Paul as a “companion in tribulation,”
and the apostle desired to send him to
the church at Philippi to get first hand
information concerning conditions
there. Paul's general confidence was
strong, but he craved the satisfaction
that comes from a direct report. That
would be especially true when coming
from one who would take sincere in-
terest in the welfare of the brethren,
as he believed Timothy would.

Verse 20. Likeminded. Paul means
he had no other person with him with
a mind like that of Timothy, namely,
would naturally (sincerely) care about
their state.

Verse 21. All is used in the sense of
the general rule; there were excep-
tions, such as Timothy. But most peo-
ple were self-concerned and not much
interested in the things that belong to
Jesus Christ. This is an instance that
shows that when a man is concerned
with the welfare of the church, it is
counted as for Christ. (See Matthew
25: 45.)

Verse 22. The proof of him. The
conduct of Timothy gave the proof of
the correctness of Paul’s estimate as
just stated, namely he had been as
near and attentive to Paul as if he
had been his father. And all this ser-
vice was on behalf of the Gospel for
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which they both were devoting thelr
lives.

Verse 23. Paul did not plan to send
Timothy at once; not until he saw
how it went with him. This means the
case that was pending before the Ro-
man authorities.

Verse 24. This verse indicates one
reason Paul wished to retain Timothy
until his case was decided. If he
should be released, he might find it
possible to make the journey to Phi-
lippi with him; at least he hoped to
make the trip soon after.

Verse 25. He did not retain Epaphro-
ditus for further developments as he
did Timothy. That was because he
was in Rome as a personal messenger
between the church at Philippi and
Paul, sent to take him necessary sup-
plies. It was appropriate to send him
back home to report on his mission.

Verse 26. Here is an unusual case of
worrying; that is, the cause for it. As
a rule a person worries over his own
situation. But here is man who is very
sick (or has been), and yet he is not
concerned about himself. Instead, he
knows his brethren back home have
heard about his sickness, and he is
grieved for fear they are overly wor-
ried. It is a striking case of unselfish-
ness and suggests 1 Corinthians 12: 26.

Verse 27. Sick nigh unto death. The
guestion might arise why Paul did not
heal him since he had miraculous
power. Such a query overlooks the
primary object of miracles, namely,
the making of believers (John 20: 30,
31). Unless some good reason for us-
ing miraculous healing existed in a
given case, it was the Lord’s will to
let it depend on the provisions of na-
ture; hence a miracle was not always
resorted to. A similar case of this
kind is mentioned in 2 Timothy 4: 20.

Verse 28. To relieve the tension was
another reason for sending Epaphro-
ditus back to Philippi at this time, be-
sides the one mentioned at verse 25.
When the brethren saw their messen-
ger in their midst again, recovered
from his serious illness, they would
have the load of anxiety lifted and all
parties concerned would rejoice to-
gether.

Verse 29. Receive him does not im-
ply anv doubt about their attitude to-
ward this messenger, but rather it is
a friendly rercommendation from Paul,
induced by his aprreciation for the
good services that the messenger had
rendered to him while 1n Rome. Hold
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such in reputation means give him the
honor that his faithful services de-
served.

Verse 30. This verse tells the cause
of the serious sickness of this messen-
ger. After arriving in Rome, he was
detained for some time because the
supplies from Philippi were not suffi-
cient to care for Paul, and he had to
do some kind of secular work to ob-
tain the needed things. Just what
caused the situation is not revealed,
but we know it was not through any
fault of the brethren at Philippi, for
chapter 4: 10 says they “lacked oppor-
tunity.” And we know this has refer-
ence to the temporal necessities of
life, for several verses following the
one just referred to show clearly that
Paul was writing on that subject in
this part of his epistle.

Philippians 3

Verse 1. Finally is from rorpos and
one term Thayer uses in his definition
is “moreover,” signifying that Paul
has something more to say; or, that
he is going to repeat what has been
said previously. Rejoice in the Lord.
There are two important thoughts in
this expression. One is in the first
word, and indicates that Christians
should be joyful. The other is that it
is in the Lord that rejoicing may be
had. To write the same things. To
repeat what has been said at various
times, giving such wholesome exhorta-
tion as this one about rejoicing in the
Lord. Surh a repetition was not any
unpleasant task for Paul, and besides
it was a safe kind of advice for the
readers.

Verse 2. Dogs is from KuoN, and
Thayer defines it at this place, “a man
of impure mind, an impudent man.”
The editor of Thayer’s lexicon says
the word is alwavs used in a reproach-
ful sense when it is used figuratively.
Robinson gives the same definition,
and says it is used figurativelv in Phi-
lipnians 3: 2, “where it is spoken of
Judaizing teachers.” Paul literally
calls them evil workers. The original
for concision is KaTATOME which
Thayer defines with the one word ‘“mu-
tilation.” We know Paul is writing
about the rite of circumcision, but he
designates it by the other word be-
cause of the unlawful use that the
Jndaizers were making of it. Circum-
cision was given to the descendans of
Abraham as a national mark, and
later was included in the Jewish sys-
tem as a religious ordinance. When



126

that was replaced by the Gospel sys-
tem, the religious feature of circum-
cision was taken away and the rite
was left just where it was in the be-
ginning, namely, a fleshly mark for
the Jews only. The Gentiles were
never given the rite for any reason,
hence it is unlawful to perform- it on
any of them. When a doctor circum-
cises a new born infant he violates the
law of Christ, and Paul would accuse
him of mutilation.

Verse 3. We are the circumcision.
The original word for the rite in this
phrase is the one for the fleshly act,
but Paul is using it in a sp'ritual
sense. The Judaizers taught that
fleshly circumcision was necessary to
make one a part of God’s true people.
The apostle is teaching that since
physical circumcision has lost its re-
ligious significance, trve circumecision
is of a spiritual kind. It is the action
of those who worship God in the
Spirit, or according to the “law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Romans
8: 2), and not after “the law of sin
and death,” which called for fleshly
circumcision, and which was the sys-
tem the Judaizers were trying to im-
pose upon the Gentile Christians. (See
Romans 2: 29; Colossians 2: 11.)

Verse 4. Confidence in the flesh.
This phrase occurs in the preceding
verse as well as the present one. Such
an expression usually refers to the evil
desires of the carnal mind. However,
such desires have been regarded as
wrong all through the Bible. But Paul
is using the phrase in a special appli-
cation, based on the fleshly relation
the Jews bear to Abraham, which is
indicated by the rite of circumecision,
a fleshly performance. The Jews laid
much stress on this relationship and
even felt such a *“confiden-e” in the
time of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:
9). The Judaizers might say that
Paul’s attitude against them was from
envy, or prompted by the feeling that
is familiarly expressed by the figure,
‘“sour grapes.” He asserts that such is
not the case, but that instead, he could
truthfully boast of greater accomplish-
ments while professing the religion
that included this fleshly rite, than
others; he then proceeds in two verses
to enumerate them. (See also the com-
ments at Galatians 1: 13, 14.)

Verse 5. Circumcised the eighth
day (Leviticus 12: 3). The parents of
Paul had attended to this rite accord-
ing to the detail as to the exact age
when it should be done. Even Moses

Philippians 8: 3-8

was not that faithful (Exodus 4: 24-
26). Stock of Israel or Jacob. He was
the descendant of Abraham who was
selected even before he was born to be
in the blood line for the Messiah. (See
Romans 9: 7-12.) Tribe of Benjamin.
He (Benjam:.n) was the son of Rachel,
of tender memory, and his tribe gave
the nation its first king (Acts 13: 21).
Hebrew of the Hebrews. Bo.h parents
of Paul were of that race, whereas
some members of the nation were not
full blooded (Acts 16:1). Touching
the law, a Pharisee. Among the vari-
ous sects of the Jews, the Pharisees
were regarded as the most exacting in
their demands of religious duty. (See
Acts 26: 5.) There is a lengthy com-
ment on this sect at Matthew 16: 12,
in the first volume of the New Testa-
ment Commentary, which also includes
information concerning the Sadducees.

Verse 6. The Greek word for zeal is
used in both a good and bad sense in
the New Testament. When used in the
former, it means ardor or enthusiasm,
and that is its meaning in this verse.
The reader may be surprised that 1
would say this, when Faul used his
zeal in persecuting the church. Yes,
he had the right kind of zeal, but
made a wrong use of it, even as a man
might have the right kind of money
but make a wrong use of it. Paul be-
lieved the church was an unscriptural
institution, and to be consistent, he
was required to oppose it. Blameless.
This means Paul lived up to all re-
quirements of the law, which proves
that it was not physically imnossible
to do so as some teach. The parents of
John the Baptist lived up to them ac-
cording to Luke 1: 6.

Verse 7. In the lexicon the original
for gain is defined ‘“advantage,” and
that for loss is defined “damage.”
There was a time when Paul thought
it was a great advantage to have all
of the fleshly accomplishments named
above to his credit. But after learning
what it means to have Christ, he could
realize that it would have been a dis-
advantage or loss to him, had he clung
to them. Indeed, the ‘“damage” would
have been to the extent of losing the
grace or favor of God (Galatians 5: 4).

Verse 8. The first half of this verse
reneats the thoughts of the preceding
one, and Paul extends it to include
all things, not only those Jewish
claims which he once trusted. He be-
came aware of this great advantage
through the knowledge of Christ Je-
sus his Lord, Suffered the loss of all
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things. This denotes a complete sac-
rifice by Paul of whatever would hin-
der him from wholehearted service to
Christ, regardless of how near and
precious they may have seemed. Yea,
he did not count his own life valuable
enough to sacrifice Christ for it (Acts
20: 24). Do count them dbut dung. The
last word is used figuratively, mean-
ing something that is worthless and
objectionable. It is not enough for a
disciple of Christ just to “ease up” or
lessen his interest in the things of the
world, he must snurn them as he
would a vessel of filth.

Verse 9. Be found in him: now or at
any time the Lord calls him to ac-
count. Paul's desire was to be found
acceptable to his Lord, in that he
would not be having or holding on-to
the form of righteousness that was
prescribed by the law. He designates
this form as mine own righteousness,
although he says it is of the law, a
document that came from God. Here
is set forth a very significant principle.
When God changes his own law and
calls upon man to receive the new one,
if that man persists in clinging to the
old one, he is guilty of wanting to
have his own way.

Verse 10. The word know means
more than a mere acquaintance of
one’s identity: it includes a personal
realization of whatever is being con-
sidered. Paul wanted to know what it
means to have experimental knowledge
of Christ by serving Him wholeheart-
edly. Power of his resurrection. That
power first demonstrated itself by in-
ducing man to repent of sin and fol-
low a spiritual life in Him. It will
be finally demonstrated when it brings
the “dead in Christ” from the grave
to die no more. Fellowship of his suf-
ferings. A faithful Christian will suf-
fer persecution for the sake of Christ,
and in so doing he is a partner (hav-
ing fellowship) with Him in his tribu-
lations. Conformabdble unto his death.
Christ died for sin, and if Paul serves
Him faithfully even with the possibil-
ity of dying in the Cause, his experi-
ence would partake of a like death.

Verse 11. Resurrection of the dead.
The resurrection of all mankind
whether good or bad, is clearly taught
in John 5: 28, 29; Acts 24: 15. Since
this will not depend on the kind of life
a man has lived, we know Paul is us-
ing the word in a special sense. He
therefore means the resurrection of
the just as mentioned in the passages
cited in this paragraph. In order to

take part in that kind of resurrection,
one must die in Christ; and that will
be true only of those who have been
faithful until death.

Verse 12. The gain or advantage
that Paul obtained immediately upon
his becoming a Christian, was not con-
sidered as the complete experience he
expected. Lest his readers might get
the wrong impression, the apostle ex-
plains that he had not yet attained to
it, or that he was perfect which means
complete as regards the good things
to be enjoyed through Christ. Follow
after is from the Greek word bpIOKO,
and the Englishman’s Greek New Tes-
tament renders it, ‘“‘am pursuing.” Ap-
prehend is from KATALAMBANO, and
Thayer defines it at this place, “to lay
hold of so as to make one’s own, to ob-
tain, to attain to.” Christ Jesus had
laid hold upon Paul, and through the
obedience to the Gospel, He wished
that the convert would finally “lay hold
on eternal life” (1 Timothy 6: 12).
Paul is declaring that his reason for
this ‘“pursuing” is that he may lay
hold upon the reward for which Christ
had laid hold on him.

Verse 13. The first sentence of this
verse is a repetition in thought of the
preceding verse. The apostle makes
no claim to a victory he has not won,
but he can and does affirm what are
his determinations. Forgetting means
to cease cherishing a memory of the
things he once loved, not that his
memory would become a blank on the
subject. The apostle now adopts the
ancient foot race for an illustration of
the Christian life. Reaching forth is
from EPERTEINO which Thayer defines,
“to stretch out to or towards.” A run-
ner in a race will lean toward the goal
for which he is contesting.

Verse 14. Press is from the same
word as follow after in verse 12, and
is a somewhat stronger word than the
one for reaching forth in the verse
preceding our present one. That term
indicates the direction toward a man’s
goal, while the one here denotes that
he will use pressure in progressing
toward that goal. Every foot race has
a goal which the contestant wishes to
reach in time to win the prize or stake.
That is what is meant by the mark in
this verse. Needless to say that no
literal thing or specific date consti-
tutes that mark or goal in the Chris-
tian race. It may well be exnressed by
the words, “be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of
life” (Revelation 2: 10). This passage
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states the goal (death), and al§o the
prize which is the crown of life. A
calling is a man’'s chief occupation in
life, and the one Paul had chosen was
the service for Christ. It is called
high because it came from God
through Christ. This occupation does
not promise any temporal prize or re-
ward, but assures every “faithful” (not
successful) worker a prize that is fade-
less.

Verse 15. Perfect means mature in
spiritual matters, such as those de-
scribed in Hebrews 5: 14. Paul ble-
lieved such disciples were able to be
thus minded, that is, were prepared
lo make the same resolution that he
just declared for himself. Otherwisc
minded. If some among them had not
yet reached that point in their Chris-
tian growth, they need not despair;
if they will continue partaking of the
truth of God, this advanced thought
possessed by Paul will finally be re-
vealed wnto them.

Verse 16. Nevertheless, as to those
who have not attained that degree of
perfection or maturity of thought that
Paul has, they should use what knowl-
edge they have to guide them in their
walk. Same rule and same thing
means that their conduct must differ
in degree only, and not in kind.

Verse 17. To be a follower means to
be an imitator. Paul told his brethren
at Corinth to be followers (imitators)
of him as he was of Christ (1 Corin-
thians 11:1), and the same restric-
tion holds good on our present verse.
Mark means to take note of certain
ones who were walking so—were fol-
lowing the pattern set by Paul—as ye
have, or since ye have the apostles as
examples.

Verse 18. Not all professed Chris-
tians were walking after the example
Paul was setting before them. The
conduct of some was so evil that it
caused the apostle to weep as he told
them about it. It was not because of
any personal loss to him that he wept,
but because such characters were the
enemies of the cross of Christ.

Verse 19. End means fate or final
outcome, and that which is awaiting
those characters described in the pre-
ceding verse is eternal destruction.
The word god should not be capital-
ized, for it refers to a wrong object of
devotion, namely, the delly. The orig-
inal Greek word has different shades
of meaning, but it is here used in ref-
erence to the fleshly desires. Some
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people are more devoted to such inter-
ests than they are to the true God, who
wishes His children to make their de-
votion to Him f{irst in their lives, and
all other matters (even those that are
right of themselves) secondary. Glory
in their shame. Not that they admit
having pride in their shame, but Paul
is asserting that the things these evil
workers take glory in, are truly shame-
ful. The reason such people act as
here described is due to the fact they
mind (care) earthly things.

Verse 20. Conversation is from
POLITEUMA, which is not used any-
where else in the Greek New Testa-
ment. Thayer defines it, “a state, com-
monwealth.” Robinson defines it in
virutally the same way, then adds the
following explanation of his definition:
“Figuratively, of Christians in refer-
ence to their spiritual community, the
New Jerusalem in heaven.” The idea
is well expressed by some words of an
old hymn: “I'm but a stranger here:
Heaven is my home.” (See Hebrews
11: 13-16; 13: 14; 1 Peter 2: 11.) Our
stay on the earth should be used in
preparing for the eternal residence in
our true Home, for this world is to
pass away. From whence denotes that
Jesus is now in that Country, but will

come from it sometime to call His own
from the earth.

Verse 21. Flesh and blood cannot in-
herit the kingdom of God (1 Corinth-
ians 15: 50), hence the fleshly bodies
of faithful children of God must be
changed from a fleshly to a spiritual
form. This will apply to both the liv-
ing and the dead when Christ comes
(1 Corinthians 15: 51-54; 1 Thessalo-
nians 4: 14-17). Change is from >ETA-
SCHEMATIZO, which Thayer defines at
this place, “to change the figure of, to
transform.” The original for wvile is
defined by Thayer, “lowness, low es-
tate’”; it is applied to the body becavse
it is fleshly and subject to decay. Let
it be noted that it (the body) is to be
changed and fashioned like unto that
of Christ. The possibility of making
such a change is accounted for by
the fact that He has been able to sub-
due all things unto himself.

Philippians 4

Verse 1. Therefore indicates a con-
clusion, and it is drawn from the won-
derful truths expressed by the closing
verses of the preceding chapter. This
verse i8 in the form of a kindly exhor-
tation, but really it is telling the Phi-
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lippians that they have much reason to
stand fast in the Lord. The record of
Paul’'s work in starting this church,
also the constant devotion the brethren
had shown him, will fully explain the
words, dearly belorved and longed for.
They were a joy to him because of
their faithfulness in the cause of the
Lord. Crown is from stephanos, and
Thayer defines it at this place, “that
which is an ornament and honor to
one.” Paul felt honored by the faith-
fulness of these brethren, since they
were the product of his labors, and
their continued devotion was due to
their respect for the truth he had de-
livered to them.

Verse 2. To beseech means to plead
earnestly, hence it is a stronger word
than a mere request, but not as strong
as an admonition. Be of the same
mind in the Lord means they should
be united in their work for Him, re-
gardless of any personal difference
they might have. Fuodias and Syn-
tyche were sisters in the church at
Philippi.

Verse 3. Intreat has practically the
same meaning as “beseech.” The yoke-
fellow evidently was Epaphroditus, for
in chapter 2: 25 he is referred to as
Paul’s “companion in labor.” This man
was sent to Philippi with an epistle
which contained a request for himself.
Those women are the ones named in
the preceding verse. In some way they
had assisted Paul in his work of the
Gospel, but just when or how they did
it is not revealed. Young calls Clement
“A fellow laborer with Paul at Phi-
lippi.” He is not mentioned elsewhere
in the New Testament. Names are in
the book of life. No literal book is
meant here, but whatever and wher-
ever the book is, we know it is possible
for man to do something to get his
name written in it, since it is men-
tioned in a manner that implies re-
sponsibilities. See Luke 10: 20; He-
brews 12: 22, 23; Revelation 3: 5; 13:
8; 20: 12.

Verse 4. See the comments at chap-
ter 3:1 for the explanation of this
verse.

Verse 5. Thayer defines the original
Greek for moderation as follows:
“equitable [just], fair, mild, gentle.”
An act might be technically right ac-
cording to the knowledge of a Chris-
tian, but it would not appear so to the
public. This instruction means for a
person not to do that which would
raise doubts in the minds of others.
The same thought is expressed in Ro-
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mans 12: 17 and 2 Corinthians 2: 21.
The Lord is at hand means that He
is always near, beholding all that is
done by His disciples.

Verse 6. Careful is from MERIMNAO
which has a variety of meanings.
Thayer defines it at this place, “to be
anxious; to be troubled with cares.”
Paul does not mean that Christians
should be indifferent about the respon-
sibilities of life, but they should not
permit such things to absorb their
minds so that it will detract them
from useful activities. Instead, they
should trust in the Lord and make
their troubles a matter of prayer. (See
1 Peter 5: 7.)

Verse 7. Peace of God denotes the
peace that He grants to those who are
faithful to the divine law. Man will
not be the judge in the last great day,
hence it is unimportant whether a dis-
ciple is at peace with him or not.
Passeth is used in the sense of “sur-
passeth,” because the peace that comes
to those who form their lives accord-
ing to the law of God, is far beyond
anything the mind (understanding) of
man ever thought of. Such a state of
contentment will keep the servants of
God in a settled attitude. Hearts and
minds refers to the same part of the
human inner man, but to different
characteristics of his being when used
as separate terms. The first refers to
the sentiments and the second to the
reasoning faculty.

Verse 8. The words true, honest and
just are not used with any new mean-
ing, the point being as to the standard
by which they should be measured.
(That will be shown in the next
verse.) Pure means ‘‘unmixed,” and
requires that the principles of right
living should not be adulterated with
the things of the world. Lovely has
reference to things that a Christian
has the right to love, too numerous to
name here. Of good report is from
one Greek word, and Thayer defines it,
“sounding well; uttering words of
good men,” and this also is subject to
the next verse. Virtue means ‘“moral
excellence” according to Thayer’s lex-
icon. Praise applies to things worthy
of being commended. Think on these
things means to consider them; medi-
tate on them; give them serious atten-
tion.

Verse 9. This verse completely rules
out the idea that man is to decide for
himself as to what comes under the
list of things named in the preceding
verse. They are restricted to and
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bound by what has been received from
Paul (or any other inspired man).
They may have been received either b.y
his example (scen in mc), or by his
words (heard). God of peace means
the peace described in verse 7, which
is promised only to those who comply
with the conditions just stated.

Verse 10. Care and careful are from
the same Greek word, and have a dif-
ferent meaning from “careful’ in verse
6. (See the comments at th:t verse.)
In the present verse it means to be
mindful of the welfare of others.
Something had interfered with the
support the church at Philippi was giv-
ing Paul (chapter 2: 30), but the hin-
drance was removed, whatever it was.
As soon as they had the opportunity,
they flourished or revived their sup-
port of the apcstle. He rejoiced in the
Lord because he regarded all good
things as coming from Him.

Verse 11. Paul’s expression of joy
in the preceding verse might leave an
impression that his motive was a tem-
poral one; he hastens to explain that
such is not the case. He had already
become accustomed to the various cir-
cumstances of life, so that he was con-
tented with whatever came upon him.
The cause of his rejoicing in this case
will be explained at verse 17.

Verse 12. The apostle would not pre-
tend to see something favorable where
nothing of the kind existed. The terms
abased and abound,; full and hungry;
abound and necd. are sets of opposite
terms that are used figuratively, in-
tended to enlarge upon the thoughts
of verse 11.

Verse 13. Human strength alone
cannot surmount the difficulties that
one mav encounter in life’'s pathway,
hence Paul explains he does the things
of his experience through Christ which
strengtheneth me.

Verse 14. Paul’s life and even his
comfort did not depend upon the con-
tributions of the Philippians. For their
own sakes, however, it was the right
thing for them to come to his aid, for
in so doing they communicated (had
fellowship) with him in his affliction,
and it entitles them to the favor of
Christ as in Matthew 25: 40.

Verse 15. Beginning of the Gospel
refers to its beginning in Macedonia,
recorded in Acts 16. Before leaving
that province, some other churches
were started, as may be seen in Acts
16 and 17. Communicated means to
have fellowship with another, and it

could apply to any subject in which
both were interested; hence Paul ex-
plains that he is applying it to the
subject of financial support. Many
churches think their obligation on
this matter pertains to their own lo-
cality only. Here we see that none of
the Macedonian churches supported
Paul beyond their borders, but the Phi-
lippians.

Verse 16. Thessalonica was Paul’s
next field of labor after leaving Phi-
lippi (Acts 17:1). We do not know
how long he remained in that city, but
it was long enough to require extra
supplies for his living. He did manual
labor in order to relieve the brethren
of the burden (1 Thessalonians 2: 5-9;
2 Thessalonians 3: 7-9). But even with
his own toil, he was unable to secure
sufficient for his needs. That is the
reason the Philippians sent once and
again unto his necessity.

Verse 17. This verse repeats the
statement in the forepart of verse 11,
then adds the reason for Paul’s atti-
tude. He wished the brethren to re-
ceive credit from the Lord for having
done something for His disciples.
While Paul was the one who received
the temporal benefit from the fruit of
their liberality, yet it would abound
(add to) the account or record of good
deeds done by the congregation at Phi-
lippi.

Verse 18. Paul would have been sat-
isfied, as far as his personal interests
were concerned, had he not received
any provisions from Philippi. Yet he
wished to have the contribution from
them for the reason shown in the pre-
ceding verse. Now that a full supply
was sent from them, the apostle wishes
to make full and grateful acknowledge-
ment of it. Epaphroditus was the mes-
senger by whom the supplies were
sent, and the disciple who personally
contributed to the apostle’s needs by
his manual labor (chapter 2: 25-30).
Odor and sweet smell are used figura-
tively, based on the use of sweet in-
cense that was offered to God under
the Old Testament system (Exodus
30: 1-8). Paul calls it a sacrifice well-
pleasing to God. Since the arostle is
writing about the necessities of life
that were given to him, why does
he speak of it as if it were given to
God? It is on the principle mentioned
before, namely, Matthew 25: 40.

Verse 19. This verse is similar in
thought to Matthew 6: 33. The Fhilip-
plans were chiefly interested in the
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kingdom of God, which is the reason
they gave of their means to Paul, so
he could continue to advance that
kingdom. In turn, he assures them
that God will take care of their needs.
He teaches the same principle in 2
Corinthians 9: 8-10, where he is ex-
horting those brethren to contribute
for the relief of the needy ones in
Judea. Riches in glory. God is the
giver of all good things (James 1: 17),
and He bestows the divine favors
through Christ Jesus.

Verse 20. God and Father are the
same person; the first refers to His
eternal, self-existent and infinite
power. The other to His affectionate
relation to the creatures of His care.
The term for ever actually covers as
long a period as for ever and ever.
The words are used for the sake of
emphasis, and the significance is that
God is worthy of endless glory. For
an explanation of amen, see the com-
ments at Romans 16: 24, in the first
volume of the New Testament Com-
mentary.

Verse 21. Salute and greet are from
the same Greek word. It has a wide
scope of meanings, but the central
thought is that all Christians should
manifest a friendly attitude toward
others, whether it be by word of mouth
on personal meeting, or by a friendly
word in writing; a saint is the same
as a Christian. The brethren that were
with Paul (personally) requested him
to greet the brethren at Philippi for
them.

Verse 22. This is the same kind of
salutation as in the preceding verse,
but is more general in its source. It
comes from the saints (Christians)
throughout the area where Paul was
located since coming to Rome, and is
based upon expressions he had heard
from them in various conversations.
He was especially impressed with
what he had heard from the group he
calls Caesar’'s household. The last word
is so general that it could mean either
the immediate members of Caesar’'s
family, or his servants or attendants.
In any case, it means persons closely
connected with the emperor of Rome.
It indicates the good influence and
standing Paul had, in spite of his hu-
miliating situation.

Verse 23. This verse is a kindly
wish that the grace (favor) of Christ
would be with the brethren at Philippi.
The word amen is explained at verse
20.

Colossians 1

General remarks. The date and by
whom the church at Colosse was
planted is uncertain. I have consulted
a goodly number of reference works,
and nothing more definite than “per-
haps’” or “maybe” was found in any
of them. We know it was not by Paul,
for chapter 2: 1 indicates he had not
even seen those brethren when he
wrote this epistle. A little information
about conditions in Colosse as it per-
tains to religion and social life, will
help to understand the various pas-
sages in the epistle. The Colossians
were mostly Gentiles, but some Juda-
istic teachers had come among them.
In addition to this, some theories of
philosophy had been injected among
them. Smith’s Bible Dictionary refers
to such a condition in the following
words: ‘“The main object of the epistle
is to warn the Colossians against a
spirit of semi-Judaistic and semi-
Oriental philosophy which was cor-
rupting the simplicity of their belief.”
Summing up, a mixture of Judaism,
philosophy, idolatry, and a form of
extrcme bodily self-denial, had to be
enco''ntered when Paul wrote this
epistle.

Verse 1. An apostle means one who
is sent by another on a mission. Paul
was sent into the world by Jesus
Christ on the mission of preaching the
Gospel, hence he was His apostle. The
entire arrangeinent was according to
the authority of God, which caused it
to be by His will. Timotheus is an-
other form of Timothy; he was with
Paul and joined in the salutation to
the Colossian church.

Verse 2. Saints and faithful are not
different people. The second term is
just one description of the first. A
saint is a person who has accepted
tue G spel through obedience to its
conrmands, and who has promised to
continue in the service consistently.
The term faithful is added to show
that these brethren were actually mak-
ing good their promised loyalty to
Christ. Grace is the unmerited favor
of God, and pcace is that state of mind
that is made possible by accepting the
salvation coming from God, and be-
stowed upon man through the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Verse 3. It is important to note that
God is called the Father of Christ.
This refutes the doctrine of Rome,
and most of the denominational world,
that God and Christ are one and the



