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J! he' bas BOld a piece of land. then he 
cannot vow that property but will 
have to wait till the year at jubilee to 
reposaess it. That is, if he had merely 
sold it and had not tried to vow it 
to the Lord. If such a thing had 
taken place. then he would never re­
possess it as will be seen in next para­
graph. 

Verse 21. This field that he wished 
to vow to God even thougb he had 
sold it. will finaUy becoDle the Lord's 
in the jubilee, and w1ll be turned 
over to the priest. 

Verses 22-24. A man might have 
just bought a piece of ground from 
another. That seller would be think­
ing ot the jubilee at Which time he 
expected to receive it again and would 
have right to thus expect it. So it this 
buyer wishes to vow Jt to God he 
may do BO. But that vow will give 
Buch land to the Lord only until the 
jubilee, then it will become the prop­
erty again of the original owner. 

Verse 25. The standard of value 
according to the sanctuary Is here 
given as twenty gerahs. This was a 
small coin of varying value. Hence, 
whatever was the accepted value of it 
at any time for use or the sanctuary 
was to be required for vows. 

Verse 26. The special possession of 
the first born of beasts could not be 
redeemed at aU. All such must be 
turned over to the sanctuary use. 

Verses 27. 28. This paragraph is 
merely 8 detail of wbat has been 
already ,offered in this chapter. A 
thing devoted to God must be con­
sidered as something holy. 

Verse 29. This has reference to 
enemies that are devoted or promised 
for destrUction. If the chlldren of 
Israel make any such vow, then they 
cannot change their minds and try to 
substitute something In Its place. A 
noted example of this kind of trans­
action Is recorded in Num. 21: 2, 3. 
It wtll be interesting and helpful for 
the reader to turn to that place and 
read the account of the vow of the 
people of God and theIr faithful per­
formance of the vow. 

Verse 30. The tithe or tenth of all 
theIr products belongs to God. This 
was for the support of the tribe of Levi 
in general. They had no opportunity 
for producing anything since they 
were constantly "standing by" for the 
special service about the tabernacle. 
Thus they must be supported by the 
tithes of the other people. 

Verse 31. If some particular beast 

or crop Is thought to be needed at 
home, then he 'could retain It by giv­
ing an extra fifth of its value in 
money. 

Verse 32. "Passeth under the rod" 
means that the young were thus 
counted olf to see how many bad been 
produced that season. One out of every 
ten must be given to the Lord. 

Verse 33. He must not try to show 
partiality and see if number nine is 
a specially good animal and number 
eleven not so good, etc. He must be 
1air and give the Lord each tenth 
beast. If be tries to redeem It with 
some other article then he would lOBe 
both the same as in verse 10. 

Verse 34. A grand summing up 01 
the law. The Lord commanded it. He 
commanded it to Moses. And he com­
manded It to Moses for the children 
of Israel. Again the great authority 
of Aloses in connection with the so­
called ceremonial 18 w Is plainly stated. 
And this law was given to Moses at 
Mount Stnai, the very same place and 
the very same occasion as were used in 
giving the tables of the ten command­
ments. 

NUMBERS 1 
Verse 1. By comparing Ex. 40: 17 

here, It will be Been that It has been 
just one month since the tabernacle 
was reared up. And by further com­
parison with Lev. 1: lit will be learned 
that the time of this month was used 
in connection with occupation of the 
formal place of meeting between 'God 
and his people and must be recognized 
as the proper place for them to attend 
with their sacrUlces. 

Verse 2. A census is now commanded 
to be taken. It was not to Include the 
entire population, but just those of 
military age; the males only to be 
taken Into this numbering. 

Verses 3, 4. In addition to being 
of the age of twenty they must also 
be able to go to war. They must be 
able-bodied. These restrictions brought 
the group to contain only those who 
would pass a physical examination 
and be ot the necessary age. Thus it 
was not tor the purpose of determin­
ing the alIl0unt of the population as 
Is generally done by nations today. 
The tuture of the nation was to be 
beset with conflicts with the enemy. 
so their m111tary strength was the 
important thing with them. 

Verses 5-16. Aaron was commanded 
to work with Moses in this number­
ing. They were to select a man ~o 
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represent the tribes and each one was - -two 80M were brought to him lor his 
to be a head or chIef person. The blesslng_· (G<!n. 48: 6.) At the preeent 
persona.! heads of the tribes were the we see that the enUre numerical 
sons ot Jacob. They had all been dead strength of Joseph is more than that 
tor some time and thus it was neees- of Benjamin, which is 35,400, leaving 
&ary to appoint a man tor each tribe us the conclusion that the brother of 
now, In order to keep the tribal dis- Joseph beaded the smallest tribe of 
tinction intact. The paragraph now the nation If the original sons of Jacob 
being considered is a list of these men. are considered. This suggests the 

Verses 17-19. Having assembled the statement in Paa. 68: 27 about "little 
congregation as commanded, these BenJamin," The word "little" Is from 
representative men declared the IOped1- TSAOWB and defined by Strong "Uttle 
grees." This word means the record (tn number) tew." This also harmon­
of births of the several famllies. It 1zes with the statement ot Saul In 
corresponds with the documents called 1 Sam. 9: 21 that he was of the small­
"birth certificates." This enumeration est of the tribes of Israel. No great 
was by their "polls"· This Is a word concern would be bad as to tho vera­
for "heads" and the statement means city of Saul when we have In mind 
they did not merely give an aggregate his later Ute. At the time of the state­
sum of the people, but It was an In. ment he was in good repute and we 
dlvidual list. are pleased to find his remark true 

Verses 20, 21. All the specifications to the facts, which is the case when 
required for the ones to be numbered Joseph is compared as one tribe. 
are mentioned in connection wltb each Verses 38, 39. The tribe of Dan 
tribe. It will not be necessary to numbered 62,700. 
write them in this place at each list- Verses 40, 41. Asher had 41,500. 
lng of the trIbes. The language Is 
identical and corresponds with the Verses 42·44. The tribe of NaphtaU 
stilm]attons of the verses in the be. numbered 63,400. The foregoing is a 
ginning of the chapter. A paragraph list of the various tribes given under 
will be assigned tor each tribe, ex- the beads of the men selected to 
pressing In figures the number of each represent them. These men are bere 
tribe. The present one is for Reuben called "prlnces"which corresponds 
and the number Is 46,600. with the term "renowned" used be-

fore. Verses 22, 23. The number of the 
tribe at Simeon is 69,300. Verses 45, 46. This Is the snm or 

all the twelve tribes as recognized in 
Verses 24, 25. Gad has 45,650. the Ust gIven above. It Is 603,550. 
Verses 26, 27. The tribe of Judah "Verses 47-49. The tribe of Lev! was 

has 74,600. It wUI be interesting to not numbered with the rest. They wtn 
note" that the tribe of Judab had the 
greatest number ot milttary men. This have a separate enumeration. All this 
is the tribe that brought the Saviour is logical when we remember that the 
of the world to the earth. And this list was to enroll the milttary men 

and the Levltes were Dot to be called 
great person produced also a great into that service tor reasons Boon to 
host of soldters; soldiers ot the crOSB. be indicated. 

Verses 28, 29. The tribe at Issachar Verse 60. Here the general state-
has 54,400. ment Is made that the Levttes were 

Verses 30, 31. Zebulun has 57,400. to have the work ot the tabernacle. 
Verses 32, 33. The tribe of Ephraim This would prevent them from enter. 

numbered 40,500 military men. ing the miUtary service. 
Verses 34, 35. Manasseh has 32,200 Verse 61. This makes a more specIfic 

attributed to h1s tribe. It w1ll be In- statement of the duties or the tribe. 
teresting here also to make an obser- The chlldren of Israel were to be 
vaUon. In Gen. 48: 19 Jacob made the directed as to their journeys and the 
vredtctlon that Ephraim, though the time thereof by the cloud that hovered 
younger of the two brothe1'8, was to over the tabernacle. No warning was 
become stronger than the other. And given them as to when the cloud would 
at tbis enumeration we see that such move. At the Instant of its moving 
was the case. the :people must move. Thus it was 

Verses 36, 37. Benjamin was the necessary that one tribe be r eleased 
only brother of Joseph. The two sons from all duties except those of taking 
of Joseph were taken to become each down and setting up ot the tabernacle. 
s head of a tribe. This waa done by In this verse the word "stranger" 
Jacob In the land of Egypt when the would apply to those not of the deslg-



Numbers 1: 52-3: 3 219 

nated tribe. The word literally means 
"one from the outside." In the present 
connection therefore, the word would 
have to mean one outside the Levltes. 

Verse 52. The command for order 
in their encampment is given here In 
general. The particular form of that 
order will be given in the next chapter. 
At the present we understand the con­
gregation would be encamped at some 
dIstance from the tabernacle as di­
rected later on. 

Verses 53, 54. This paragraph re­
lates to the dutIes of the Levltes as 
a tribe. They had the enUre charge 
which included the special services of 
the tabernacle when at rest and in 
servtce, as well as the pbysical work 
of handUng it when being moved. The 
more particular assignments for the 
work wtll be given in another place. 
(Ch. 3.) 

NUMBERS 2 
Verses I, 2. A more detailed set ot 

instructions wtll now be given for 
their order of encampment. The point 
Is obvious that God requires system 
and orderly conduct in the activities 
01 hlB people. (Col. 2: 6.) The word 
"far" here Is not one that refers to 
distance. It is from NEGED and defined 
"a front, 1. e. part opposIte; specIfically 
a counterpart. or mate: usually over 
against or before."-Strong. So it did 
not mean tha.t the children of Israel 
were to be at a great dIstance from 
the tabernacle, but that they must be 
arranged in such a manner as to be 
tn view at the building. 

Verses 3·9. A division Into four 
camps was made and these camps were 
to be located In the four directions 
from the tabernacle. That made each 
camp consIst of three of the tribes. 
Each camp was named by the tribe 
consIdered as head ot the same. Each 
had a man designated as captain over 
the group. The camp that was to be 
on the east of the tabernacle, consisted 
of Judah, Issacbar and Zebulun and 
Judah was the tribe giving Dame to 
this camp. The several numbers ot 
the trIbes are given which are the 
same as those given In first chapter. 
Also the sum of the three tribes form­
ing the camps is given. That wtll be 
the flgures put down In this place 
for each camp. The number of the 
camp of Judah Is given as 186,400. 
The statement Is made that when the 
congregation Is to start out on a 
journey the camp at Judah must take 
the lead. 

Verses 10-16. The statement common 

to the four camps need not be repeated 
each Ume. The camp conSisted of 
Reuben, Simeon and Gad and Reuben 
gave it the name. The sum of the 
three tribes Is 151,460. It Is directed 
that when the march Is indicated. 
this camp must go second. This 
wlll make one halt of the congrega­
tiOD. Therefore it will be orderly for 
the tabernacle to be placed In the 
midst of the congregation. Hence, 
atter the second camp starts on the 
march, the Levltes, having charge ot 
the tabernacle, must arise and follow 
the camp of Reuben. 

Verses 17-24. The first verse of this 
paragraph is commented upon in pre· 
ceding paragraph. Atter the Levltes 
with the tabernacle have entered the 
procession, then the third camp must 
proceed. But at present their place 
of encampment Is what is being de· 
scribed. The camp consisted of Manas­
seb, Benjamin and Ephraim and 
Ephraim gave it the name. The sum 
or the three trlbee Is 108,100. This 
camp was situated on the west. 

Verses 25-31. Tbe fourth camp as 
listed here was on the north. The 
three tribes comprised In this camp 
were Dan, Asher and Naphtal1 and Dan 
gave the name to the camp. In the 
march this camp was to go last_ This 
whole arrangement was so directed 
that no contUSion need result when 
the aJarm of war or of march was 
sounded. All would know their places 
in the procession and proceed in an 
orderly way. 

Verses 32-34. This paragraph Is a 
repetition of preceding plan and sum· 
mlng up. In verse 33 mention is again 
made that the Levltes were not num­
bered with the other tribes. Their 
enumeration w11l be given separately 
and also their special work tor the 
Lord. 

NUMBERS 3 
Verse 1. The word "generations" is 

from a word that means "family hts­
tOry." Hence It does not always refer 
to the particular descendants of a 
famtly, but to any account that may 
be considered of the family or of a 
maD. It would be a proper form ot 
expression to say that "tbls is the 
famtly history" etc., of Aaron and 
Moses. 

Verses 2, 3. This paragraph goes 
back to the first of the history and 
names all the sons of Aaron because, 
as stated in preceding verse, it is a 
familY history. And these Bans were 
al1 eligible for the place of common 
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priests and had been consecrated for 
that particular part ot the tabernacle 
service. 

Verse 4. They had, no children. This 
statement is made to explain why 
Eleazar and Itharoar took the place 
of their brothers in the administra. 
tion of the priest's office. Had they 
left sons old enough to serve, then 
they would have succeeded to the 
office and work of their father. 

Verses 5·10. Aaron was, himself, of 
the tribe of Levi. While his personal 
famlly had exclusive charge of the 
priest's office, the tribe as a whole 
was to be used in the service of the 
Lord for the congregation. Whatever 
was needed to carryon the congrega. 
tional activities the tribe of Levi must 
supply it. For this reason the whole 
tribe was exempt from obligation to 
engage in productive occupations. In 
place of such occupation for a liveli­
hood, the other tribes were to turn 
over a tenth of their entire income 
for this special tribe. When such 
support was given, it is referred to as 
having been given to the Lord. The 
"stranger" mentioned in 10th verse 
would here mean one on the outside 
of the camp of Levi. 

Verses 11-13. The reader will refer 
to Ex. 13: 2 where the Lord laid 
claim to all the first born of the chil­
dren of Israel and from that time 
forward they were considered as 
special possession of his. The basis 
on which this claim was made was 
the fact that their release from bond­
age had been finally obtained through 
the death of the first born of the 
Egyptians. Now it is fair that in re­
turn for this great favor the first 
born of the nation be appropriated to 
God. The difference is that they were 
not to be slain. They were to be de­
voted to the Lord's service. Now it 
is desired to make a change in the 
whole setup. Instead of claiming the 
first born of all the tribes, God wishes 
the service and possession of one en­
tire tribe. And for this he will ex­
change his possession of the first born 
for that of the tribe of Levi. 

Verses 14-16. In taking the enume­
ration of the tribe of Levi we note 
another change of the basts. It is to 
be, of all the males from a month 
old. As soon as a boy baby was that 
old his prospect of living would have 
been well established and he was then 
recorded in the register of the tribe. 
When his age became such as would 
be accepted for the service of the 
tribe he would be used. 

Verses 17-22. The entire tribe of 
Levi would be classified under the 
sub-heads of the three sons whose 
names were Gershon, Kohath and 
Merar!. Also the sons of these several 
branches of Levi formed still further 
classification as to the family record 
and their particular work about the 
tabernacle would lie under the assign­
ment that had been made to their 
father. The entire number of the 
males from Gershon that were a month 
old and upward was 7,500. This gives 
the sum of all the males in the tribe 
of Levi at this time who were eligible 
for the general work about the taber­
nacle. The particular portion of the 
service would be further restricted to 
whether they were from Levi through 
his son Kohath, or from one of the 
others as will be seen below. 

Verses 23, 24. We see that orderUness 
is still observed. The members of the 
Gershonite families were to pitch "be­
hind" the tabernacle. In the same con­
nection it calls the place "westward" 
which indicates that the building was 
always pitched in the eastward di­
rection. The word "behind" has also a 
more specifiC significance than that of 
direction. It means that it was near 
the tabernacle as compared with the 
entire camp of Ephraim which was 
also located on the west. (Chapter 
2: 13.) This unit was to be im­
mediately near, to be ready for their 
particular part of the service when 
called. 

Verses 25, 26. This paragraph states 
the special work of the families of 
the Gershonites. It pertained to the 
building and its parts. When it was 
time to march this group took down 
the building and when the place for 
setting up the tabernacle was pointed 
out, they were to do that work. 

Verses 27, 28. The important branch 
of the Kohathites had 8,600 in num­
ber. Their charge is stated in general 
term here as that of the sanctuary. 
It will be given more detailed descrip­
tion in next paragraph. 

Verses 29-32. Kohath was to pitch 
on the near south of the tabernacle. 
This group had charge of the furniture 
of the tabernacle: and also the cur­
tains which included the fabrics used 
to cover the articles; and also the 
enclosures in the various parts. 

Verses 33-35. The Merar! un i t 
pitched on the near north of the taber­
nacle. This group numbered 6,200. 

Verses 36, 37_ This group had charge 
of the heavy part of the tabernacle or 



the framework. This is understood to 
mean the boards and foundation, also 
the ptllars ot the tabernacle proper 
and also the ones sustaining the cur4 

tains of the court. The word "charge" 
used In connection with these three 
groups pttched near the tabernacle 
means that they were to watch over 
and care for and handle the various 
parts of the whole structure as de­
scribed. Each man, or group ot men, 
was to know his place and do his 
particular work when needed. Thus 
we see that system was observed in 
God's plan. 

Verses 38, 39. In this paragraph we 
see "before" and "east" used in the 
same connection. which is a further 
Indication that the institution was 
always pitched in the easterly direc­
tion_ Moses, Aaron and his sons had 
thLs pOSition In the general encamp­
ment. It should be regarded as the 
superior pOSition since it was at the 
entrance to the sacred building. The 
word "stranger" in thls speciflc place 
means anyone not of Moses or the 
immediate famlly ot Aaron. The num4 

ber of this unit was included In that 
of the whole tribe and the number 
was 22,000. It will be well now to take 
a look at the whole encampment as 
set torth tn this and precedIng chap­
ter. The congregation of the twelve 
tribes was divided into four camps 
situated some distance, (but in full 
view) from the tabernacle. Nearer to 
the bundlng were .the three groups of 
the three sons of Levi located on the 
south, west and north sides with their 
own work assigned as to the various 
parts of the whole bunding and ser­
vice. Then on the east. which was the 
front, were Moses and Aaron with his 
sons, bavlng the Immediate services of 
the worship of the institution. 

Verses 40-43. This paragraph is a 
repetition and summing up of Infor· 
matlon that has already been given. 
The reader may think a discrepancy 
occurs tn the number given In verse 43 
compared with that given In verse 39 
above. But he should note that only 
in the odd numbers Is there a ditter­
ence. The number in v'erse 39 con· 
siders the even thousands only, which 
is a practice common to all kinds of 
literature, while the number In verse 
43 is more detinite as to the amount. 

Verses 44. 45. Much of thIs paragraph 
is repetition, but it should be noted 
that menUon Is made here of taking 
the cattle of the Levltes aa well as 
the people. That is because they were 
to ce~se their secular ~ctlv1t1e8 q,d 
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tbus would have no occasion for per· 
sonal possession of these. They would 
be considered as consecrated to God. 

Verse 46. When the exchange was 
made between the tribe of Levi on 
one hand and the first born of all 
the tribes on the other, there was an 
excess of the first born. 

Verses 47, 48. From each man or 
other male that was over, or more 
than. the entire tribe of Levi the 
Lord exacted a poll tax of flve shekels. 
Since they wlll not be required to en­
gage in the special work of the sanc­
tuary the Lord takes this mehthod of 
equalizIng the obligation to hIm. 

Verses 49-51. This money was turned 
over to Aaron and his sons to be 
used in the work or service of the 
sanctuary. That Is, this money was 
placed In the general treasury of the 
congregation. It would be used for 
such instances as purchasing lambs 
for the dally sacrifice (Ex. 29: 38-42), 
and other ImbUc necessities. 

NUMBERS 4 
Verses 1. 2_ To keep our minds 

clear on the Una of service it will be 
stated again that the priesthood must 
come, not only through Levi, but 
through his Bon, ·Kohath. Not only 
through Kohath, but from the particu­
lar family descending from Kohath, 
that came through Aaron. There was 
other service besides that of Ule priest­
hood that was restricted to the sons 
of Kohath. Bence. In the present para­
graph the listing of them is required. 

Verses 3, 4. The age limit as now 
set for the general service of the 
Kohathites Is from thirty to fifty 
years. Certain exceptions were made 
at Urnes as will be seen. 

Verses 6. 6. The directions now 
about to be given pertain to the time 
of moving from one camp to another. 
The sons of Kohath must first come 
forward because the holy articles bave 
to be prepared first. The work began 
with the ark. The "covering vail" 
refers to the one screening the ark 
from the other room of the tabernacle. 
When it is taken down It was to be 
used as a covering Immediately on the 
ark. It must be turther protected with 
a covering of skins of animals. Shall 
P'lf.t in the staves thereot. This might 
confuse the reader since Ex. 25: 15 
required that these staves were never 
to be taken from the ark, The mean­
ing Is tha.t thy were always to be 
kept in direct nearness to it for use 
whe~ neeqe4. As to wl1ether the)" were 
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fully in the position 01 lifting the ark 
would be immaterial. Just as a de­
tachable handle for some implemen t. 
It would always be kept together with 
the tool tor ready use, altbough not 
necessarily inserted tn the place for 
its operation. 

Verses 7. 8. Preparation of the table 
was next. The question would be 
natural as to what use could be made 
of these vessels stnce nothing was 
kept on this table but bread. We 
should remember that after the week's 
occupation of the table by this bread, 
it then became the food of the priests. 
They ate it 8S food the same as anyone 
else would eat bread. At such a time 
they could eat It In connection with 
other articles of tood as their taste 
suggested. In that matter they would 
have need of these implements. There­
fore. this table would be a fitting 
place to keep them. 

Verses 9 10. The order to cover 
all these 'holy pieces of furnitUre 
would agree with the thought that they 
were so exclusive that the public gaze 
should be shut out 

Verses 11, 12. The same thought at 
protection is here observed as tor the 
other pieces ot tbe furniture for the 
tabernacle. 

Verses 13, 14. The altar at burnt 
offering Is meant here since the golden 
altar has already been cared tor. Be-­
sides, the golden altar did not have 
occasion to be strewn with ashes. The 
brasen altar bas been In daily use 
since encamping before and the residue 
of ashes trom the service would still 
be on the gl'ate of brass. This must 
be cleared away and then the cover­
ing be spread as here required. Also 
the instruments must be placed on the 
piece after being covered. From this 
it can be Seen that when they were 
commanded never to let the fire on 
the altar go out (Lev. 6: 12, 13). it 
meant to apply when in service, not 
when In transit 

Verse 15. Aaron and his sons were 
"SODS of Kohath," but the expressIon 
as used' In this verse means the de­
scendants of Kohath in general. Not 
all of the Kohathltes were ot the 
particular family at Aaron, who alone 
had the priesthood. A distinction 
must be made to the mentton of the 
sons of Kohath tn general and the 
particular ones comIng through Aaron. 
These were the ones to 'prepare the 
holy articles for travel and the others 
were to come to carry them. They 
must not tOuch them, and that will be 

unnecessary since the staves are there 
for bearing them. 

Verse 16. Office 01 Eleazar. This 
is significant. It shows that this spe­
cific service was not to this particular 
man only, but to the men who wfll 
succeed him from time to time. 

Verses 17-19. The word "trIbe" Is 
not used here In the same sense that 
is properly applied to the word when 
referring to the twelve trIbes. It is 
from a word that means "branch" and 
is used ot the particular branch of 
the Levites coming through Kohath. 
They were to be regarded with re­
spect and guarded from danger. They 
had to do special service over other 
Levites and yet they must wait till 
the sons of Aaron have prepared the 
things for their service. 

Verse 20. Idle curiosity Is con­
demned and if these sons o~ Kohath 
give way to it they will be punished 
with death. They must walt until the 
covering has been done before going 
near the things to be carried. 

Verses 21·26. This Is the same In· 
structlon given in chapter 3: 26, 26. 
but the add1tlonal item Is given here 
about the age limit. It is feom thirty 
to fifty. 

Verses 27. 28. Once more we see 
a distinction between the sons ot 
Aaron and other descendants of Levi. 
This distinction must be kept in mind 
throughout the system. 

Verses 29·33. The age limit is the 
same here as with the ones ot the 
preceding paragraph. The service is 
the same as described In previous 
chapters. 

Verses 34, 35. The numbering ot 
this group was under the oversigh t 
ot Moses and Aaron, assisted by the 
chief men of the Kohathltes. These 
"chief" men were not offlctals but were 
men deputized by Moses for the work. 

Verses 36. 37. The simple state­
ment of the number of these special 
families is the subject ot this para­
graph. 

Verses 38-41. The number of the 
various groups is repeated and the 
general statement ot "entering tnto the 
service" is detatled at the original 
mention at the duty. 

Verses 42-45. Same comments as on 
the precedIng paragraphs. 

Verses 46·49. The total number of 
these special Levttes is the subject ot 
this paragraph whtch has been de­
scribed in the foregoing chapter .. 
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NUMBERS 5 
Verses 1·4. RememberIng that the 

natioD. ot the lsraeUtes was expected to 
be tor tuture relationship with a dnal 
Dispensation, it can be reaUzed that the 
citizens must be kept within a clear 
blood. Hence c e r t a i n rcstrictIons 
would have to be made that would 
not have been neoos&al'y it only per­
sonal salvation were tonsldered. 

Verses 5·7. This paragraph Is con­
cerning a case where a man has done 
some financial or other material tres­
pass against another but was Ignorant 
at it at the Ume. When made aware 
of the fact, he would be "guilty." 
When such knowledge came to him 
he was to make it right by restoring 
the thing trespassed against, and add 
a filth. 

Verse 8. The very wording of this 
verse indicates that the trespasser 
might not learn of his wrong until 
after the one Buffering the wrong had 
died or otherwise got out of touch 
with the guilty one. In that case he 
could make it right by returning it to 
a kinsman. It might be that no kins­
man would be known. In such a 
situation he would make it right by 
giving the return of the trespass to 
tbe Lord. It would be a suggestion 
for this time -of ours. A Christian 
discovers that he had trespassed 
against some man in the past but 
whose existence might be unknown. 
It would be right for the guilty per­
son to consider such property as be­
ing the Lord's aod he could give it to 
the church and thus make It right. 

Verses 9, 10. This does not mean 
that the wrong of trespass had been 
against the priest personally. The 
priest was to Hve by the things that 
were devoted to the service of the 
tabernacle. (1 Cor. 9: 13.) 

Verses 11·13. The subject introduced 
in thts paragraph Is of a case where 
a man's wife is actually gullty at 
adultery. Since the act would not be 
witnessed in many cases, that would 
make an opportunity for denial. Hence 
some meaDS must be used to decIde 
doubtful cases for determining whether 
a woman be guilty when suspected. 
This provision wtll be described below. 

Verse 14. Since the "spirit of 
jealousy" might come Into a man's 
mind regardless of the guUt or In­
nocence of the wife, it was necessary 
to use the plan here at hand. 

Verses 16. 16. Let it be noted that 
the ceremony was pertormed by the 
priest who was the otocla! representa-

tive of tbe Lord in the governmcnt of 
tbe people. Also since the ceremony 
is to be "before the Lord" it would 
be at the tabernacle since that institu­
tion was the place where the Lord had 
recorded bis name. 

Verse 17. Water in its natural state 
Is all the same and posseses DO moral 
characteristics. It is consIdered holy 
when DO contact had been made wlth 
it, of some unclean object. It must 
be water therefore that is clean. Into 
Buch water ·the priest was to put some 
dust from the floor ot the tabernacle 
Since nothing unclean was ever al: 
lowed to be brought into the taber· 
nacle the dust therein would also be 
clean. So. the entire formula would be 
from materials that wefe clean. Hence, 
if any unfavorable result appears it 
cannot be laid to the physical ell'ect 
of the formula. Such result would 
have to be explained. by the miraculous 
intervention of God. That m u 8 t 
fUrthermore be understood in the ligbt 
of Heb. 1: 1. Attempts have been 
made In modern times to cornvare 
this performance with the use of the 
"lie detector" that is used In some 
cases by officials trying to discover 
guUt. The comparison Is made as an 
attempt to discredit the miraculous 
nature of the BibUcal case and Is 
therefore ODe of the ruses or the un­
believers of divine revelation. There 
is no comparison. In the case ot the 
lie detector there is no physical re­
sult; it Is purely confined to the men­
tal or nervous syste:pl of the person 
being tested. In the case we are can· 
sidering there would be an apparent 
physical result as we shall see. 

Verses 18-23. The woman Is expected 
to submit to the test. Her refusal 
would be an admiSSion of gullt. The 
drinking of this water could not pos· 
sibly injure her by any law of nature. 
Theretore. she should not hesitate to 
drink it if innocent. In order that her 
cooperation in the performance could 
not be doubted she was required to an­
swer the statement of the priest by 
saying "amen. amen." After drinking 
the water if guilty. her body would re­
act accordIngly. Vital portions ot her 
body would became diseased aDd r~ 
pulsive but not necessartly fatal at 
once . . Instead. she would continue to 
exist. but as a person to be aborred 
among ber people. Also, the case was 
to be recorded by the priest in a book 
so · as · to clear the good reputation of 
the nation at large. 

Verses 24-27. This paragraph de­
scribes the carrying out of the cere-
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mony already mentioned, which had 
been agreed to by the woman. 

Verse 28. If not guilty the woman 
was to be freed. The statement is 
also added that she would be able to 
conceive. This indicates that the COD­
dition of her curse had she been 
guilty was to be deplored, especially 
because it would have prevented her 
from such privilege. In those days 
such disability was regretted very 
much. 

Verses 29-31. Some criticism has 
been suggested that the man· should 
make some amends for the false ac­
cusation against bis wife. The gunt 
of adultery was such an abhorred one, 
that it should be exposed at every 
suspicion thereof. If a woman is not 
guilty it will Dot injure her in the 
least to be tested. The same principle 
holds good, generally. A guilty person 
is often unwilling to be examined and 
the very refusal to be tested is in­
dication of guilt. An innocent person 
is glad to be tested if any doubt has 
been raised concerning his conduct. 

NUMBERS 6 
Verses 1. 2. We are about to learn 

of a special vow that was performed 
among the Israelites. The Lord did 
not command the making of vows as 
a regular practice. But if a person 
wished to make one then God did 
regulate it. The one now under con­
sideration was a very spcial one and 
had close restrictions. It was called 
a Nazarlte vow. The word is derived 
from the Hebrew word NAZAB which 
means "separate." Since a person mak­
ing this vow agreed to separate him­
self from the rest. in a special sense 
of conduct and observance, the vow 
received its name as stated. 

Verse 3. Some things are specified 
from which the person must separate 
himself. They were to include all of the 
products of the grape in whatever con­
dition they were. 

Verse 4. This restriction against the 
product of the vine held good during 
the period of dayS be had stipulated 
as the period of his vow. This period 
might be long Or short. according to 
the will (If the one making the vow. 

Verse 6. Since this vow required 
the man to let his hair grow uncut 
during the period of his vow we have 
the conclusion that men had their 
hair short as a rule. Having it long 
would be favored only when under 
this special vow. Paul used this vow 
on one occasion. (Acts 18: 18.) 

Verse 6. The prevailing meaning 
of this vow is that of separation. 
Therefore the person must keep sepa· 
rate from dead bodies during the term 
of the vow. 

Verses 7. 8. The foregoing restric­
tions would not even permit the excep· 
tion of the body of near kin. 

Verses 9·12. A man under the 
Nazarite vow might be conscientiously 
trying to observe the obligations be­
longing to it, but a sudden death 
might occur near him and bring him 
into contact with the dead body. In 
such a case the whole status of the 
vow would be changed. And the per­
son must go through certain ceremon­
ials in order to be in favor with the 
Lord. This is another instance to 
show us that many of the ceremonies 
of that system were typical and not 
Uteral or of a physical nature. After 
the accident had interfered with the 
progress of the vow the whole time 
already passed under the vow was 
lost and it had to be started over. 

Verses 13-17. Almost all activities 
performed under the Mosaic system 
were connected with animal and other 
sacrifices. The Uteral and logical 
transactions were required always, of 
course, and no amount of gifts could 
be substituted for the personal obli­
gations in force. Such obligations 
though observed to the letter did not 
sumee to the Lord. So in the case 
now at hand, after the person had 
continued faithful to the termination 
(If his vow. he was st111 required to 
carry out these religious items. He 
must be brought to the door of the 
tabernacle and make the offerings 
named. Four of the five major sacri· 
fices described in beginning chapters 
of Leviticus are Usted here. and the 
reader may consult those chapters for 
the particulars of how they were to 
be performed. All this was required 
before the person was free or "puri­
fied." 

Verses 18·20. This act of shaving 
the head at the end of the time for 
the vow is what Paul did as recorded 
in Acts 18: 18. No one knows just 
what was the occasion of his vow or 
how long it continued. Having made 
the vow he was bound to abide by 
the regulations placed under the law. 

Verse 21. See comments in para­
graph verses 13-17 above. This pres­
ent passage Is a restatement of those 
obligations. That is, he must faith­
fully carry out the personal acts of 
behaviour during the term of his vow, 
besides the things he provides for the 
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Lord's institution bere referred to by 
the words "that his hand shall get." 

Verses 22-27. Tbls Is the benedic­
tion to be used at various Umes for 
the consolation of the nation of the 
Israelites. We note that the Lord did 
not speak directly to Aaron in this 
case. He spake to Moses, and he, in 
turn, was to speak t o Aaron. Another 
indication of the authority and posi­
tion of Moses. 

NUMBERS 7 
Verses 1. 2. The rearing up of the 

tabernacle is reCOrded in Ex. 40: 17, 
18. At that time Moses completed the 
formalities directly pertaining to his 
duty and amee as lawgiver. But in 
addition to those ceremonies there 
were others who volunteered certain 
sacrifices and offerings and this chap­
ter will be the account or their per. 
formances. The men here call e d 
"princes" are the same as the ones 
called "ruler" in Lev. 4: 2~ But in 
that case the directions were tor a 
ruJer when be bad committed an of· 
fense and was caUed upon to atone 
for it witb an offering. For tbat rea­
son we wUl not see all at tbe items 
listed, that are shown In the present 
chapter. That Is because In tbis, the 
whole performance Is a voluntary one 
and intended tor a more complete 
ceremony. 

Verses 3·8. The sum of the things 
which these princes brought is given 
in this paragraph. Moses was directed 
to accept them and turn them over to 
the Levites. The stipulation is made 
that they were to be used by the men 
of the LevUes "according to their 
services." In other warde:, the in­
struction to turn these things over to 
the Levites Is a general one since all 
persons who had anything at aU to 
do with the service were Levites. 
Certain ones ot the tribe had special 
duties which wlll be given more de­
scription below. 

Verse 9. These SOIlS of Kohath were 
of the trIbe of Levi but were the 
special ones referNld to above. None 
of these a rticles Hated were turned 
over to them stnce the ktnd of ser· 
vice they were to perform did not 
call for such. Their Bole work was 
to carry the articles of furniture. "bear 
upon their shOUlders," and otherwise 
handle -these articles. That would not 
call for the use of the sacrlftcee. 

Verses 10. 11. The importance of 
being orderly 1s again manifested. 
These princes were to take tUrDS in 

their several ceremonies and take a 
day tor each. 

Verse. 12-17. A detailed list of what 
each prince offered on bis day 18 bere 
given. In connecUon with the naming 
of the article the particular one ot. 
the dve major sacrifices to which each 
was to be applied is pointed out. It 
wlll be interesting to make note In 
each case that the law was carried out. 
Thus, in veree 16 after naming the 
arUcles offered it is stated that they 
were offered tor a "burnt offering." 
And by reference to Lev. 1: 3, 10 the 
reader wlll see that tbe law of sacri· 
fices was observed. In verse 16 the 
"sin offering" Is named Bnd reference 
to Lev. 4: 22, 23 w!l\ Bhow that the 
directions for that ceremony were ob· 
served. And in verse 11 the "peace 
offerings" are cited which retera us to 
Lev. 3: I, 6, 12. 

Verses 1&·83. The long llst ot verses 
in this paragraph will not require 
much space with comments. The of· 
fering of each of the princes was 
exactly the same and It will be Buf· 
ficient to go througb the passage and 
mark the number at the day and the 
name of the prince as follows: Verse 
12. first day. Nahshon. Verse 18. 
second day. Nethaneel. Verse 24. third 
day, El1ab. VerBe 30, fourth day, Ell· 
zur. Verse 86. fifth day. Shelumiel. 
Verse 42. sixth day. EUasaph. Verse 
48. seventh day. EUshama. Verse 54, 
eighth day, Gamaliel. VerBe 60, ninth 
day, Abldnn. Verse 66, tenth day, 
Ahiezer. Verse 72, eleventh day, 
Pag1el. Verse 78, twelfth day, Ahira. 

Verses 84·88. This paragraph is 
another summing up of all the articles 
offered in this ceremony. The whole 
passage might be bracketed and labeled 
"altar dedication." 

Verse 89. The first occurrence of the 
pronoun "him" means God. This was 
the place ordained by the Lord where 
he would meet and commune with 
the High Priest. (See Ex. 25: 22.) 
We reaUze that Moses was not a 
priest at all in the regular sense of 
that word. Here again is an indication 
or his great position. He was even 
over Aaron, since he was the lawgiver 
of the whole system under God. The 
exact spot at which the 'meeting was 
to take vlace is named. It is between 
the cherubims. which were on the 
mercy seat. over the ark. 

NUMBERS 8 
Verses 1·2. The seven lamps men· 

tioned here are the bowls on the top 
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of the seven branches of the candle­
sUck. "Over against" Is explained at 
Ex. 25: 31, 32, 37. 

Verses 3, 4. "As the Lord com­
manded MOBes" Is another showing of 
the superior position he had over 
Aaron. The candlestick had been de­
scribed to Moses while he was in the 
mount and now It has been made ac­
cording to the directions. It was formed 
into the desired shape by hammering. 
And when It was ready for service. 
oUve oil was poured inlo the bowls, 
and then, Aaron the priest lighted 
them. 

Verses 5-13. The tribe of Levi as a 
whole was given over to the exclusive 
service of God. The particular classi­
flcation of their several duties has 
been already described. They were to 
be consecrated in connection with use 
of the "water of purifying." This water 
Is described in chapter 19: 9, 17. It 
w1ll be understood of course that not 
each individual of the tribe was acted 
upon as described. Since the formality 
was one for the tribe 88 a whole. some 
particular representatives were pointed 
out tor the occasion and the devotional 
program would be etl'ected upon them. 
This form of the ceremony is evident 
in 13th verse. There the Levites were 
to be set before Aaron and his Bons, 
yet we know that they were Levltes 
also. Therefore, the ' other directions 
applied to the tribe as a whole and as 
such would have representatives. 

Verses 14.-18. The excbange at the 
first born of all the tribes for the 
entire tribe at Levi 1s the subject of. 
this paragraph. The death of the first 
born of the Egyptians was the final 
and deciding act that procured the re­
lease of the Israelites trom their bond­
age. Thus It was fair that God claim 
as his all the first born among the 
chlldren of Israel. When a special 
tribe was needed for the divine ser­
vice, the tribe of Levi was selected and 
the exchange made. The reason for 
making that selection of the particular 
tribe of Levi 1s that when Moses called 
for all who would, come over to the 
Lord's side, this tribe responded. A 
helpful vIew ot the word "sanctIfied" 
is set forth in this paragraph. In verse 
14 it is said that the Levites were 
"separated" trom the other people. In 
verse 17 and in direct connection with 
that same subject, It Is said that they 
were "sanctified." This shows that the 
word does not have some mysterious 
meaning as sometimes taught. but 
means the simple fact ot being de--

voted to a particular position and 
service. 

Verse 19. The word "gttt" 1s not In 
the original and Is added a8 a detail. 
It means simply "l have given the 
Levites to Aaron and his Bans." The 
verse goes on to show that the transfer 
was not made tor the personal se.rvice 
of this family. Instead, jt was that 
they might do the service ot the chil­
dren of Israel. By setting one enUre 
tribe apart tor the speCial service or 
the tabernacle there would be left no 
reason for others to come near the 
sacred institution beyond their proper 
bounds. To do SO would have meant 
their death. 

Verses 20-22. The Levites were puri­
fied according to verse seven and then 
washed their clothes. It was atter this 
ceremony that they began their servIce 
of the tabernacle. Previous to that. it 
would have been unlawful tor them 
to act. 

Verses· 23, 24. The beginning· age 
llmit of service for the Levites seems 
to have been changed from time to 
time. The first limit was from thirty 
years. (Chapt. 4: 3). It is now from 
twenty.flve. Later (1 Chr. 23: 3, 24, 27) 
it was changed to twenty. The men 
in charge at these changes were men 
of authority. therefore we conclude the 
Lord authorized the changes for rea­
sons which he did not make known 
to us. 

Verse 25. The age at retirement wa~ 
fifty years. It should be understood 
that the commoD. priests are the ones 
meant here. The High Priests served 
untl1 death, according to chapter 35: 25. 

Verse 26. This verse teaches that 
even after these Levites had passed 
the age at orncial service . they were 
still expected to do what they could 
about the work. And the S8me prin­
ciple applies to the Lord's servants 
under the Christian Dispensation. It 
a man becomes too old or otherwise 
disabled tor the usual or full activity 
in the work, there is no time when he 
is exempt from doing what he can. 

NUMBERS 9 
Verses I, 2. It has now been four­

teen days since the tabernacle was 
reared up (Ex. 40: 17), and the first 
occasion to keep the passover in the 
proper Ume and manner. The com­
mand now is to observe the feast. 

Verses 3-5. The warning Is here to 
keep the feast according to all the 
rites pertaining thereto. The reader 
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may see Ex. 14, for details of this 
r ... t. 

Verse 6. In chapter 6: 2 and 19: 11, 
16 the instruction Is found to the etreet 
that contact with a dead person ren­
ders one unclean. An unclean man 
would not be permitted to participate 
in the feast of the passover. No pro­
vision had been as yet made for this 
kind of situation, thus they bring the 
case to Moses and Aaron. 

Verse 7. This verBe indicates they 
did know that such a person was pre­
vented from partaking of the passover 
in the "apPointed season," but did not 
know what to do about it. 

Verse 8. Let it be remembered that 
the system of the Mosaic Dispensation 
is now In the making and that allot 
the law pertaining to it has not yet 
been given. It will be necessary there­
tore to extend its provisions as the 
call for them appears. This is why 
Moses told them to "stand still" or 
wait until he had consulted the Lord. 
Now if Moses had been acting on his 
own authority, as the sabbatarians so 
disrespectfully allege. then he would 
bave proceeded here to tell them what 
to do. Especially would be have done 
SO since it pertained to one of the 
"ceremonial" ordinances and not to 
anything even mentioned in the deca­
logue. But he did not. He held up 
the case unt11 he had opportunity for 
consulting God. 

Verses 9-12. In this emergency the 
Lord directed that another date should 
be taken for the feast which was one 
month later than the regular one. This 
circumstance has been misused by cer­
tain ones who wish to take the privi­
lege of substituting some of their own 
plans for that oC the Lord. The funda­
mental principle involved is that it 
was the Lord who made the · change 
and not man. Unless there is a provi­
sion In the law of God for our alter­
nating something for the thing we are 
supposed to do, then we have no right 
to make any change. It circumstances 
over which we have no control pre­
vent us from doing what the Lord 
commands, In any given case, then we 
must not do anything. We wlU be 
eJ:empt from the activity. 

Verses 13, 14. When the second 
date has been taken for the observ­
ance of the feast, all the other re­
strIctions must be observed that would 
have been required at tbe regular 
time. 

Verses 15-23. The original word for 
"cloud" here is the same as for the 

ordinary rain cloud, Yet the connec· 
tion shows that it was not that kind 
of 8. cloud. It would mean whatever 
kind of covering and appearance the 
Lord saw fit to use. It was to make 
known to the children of Israel the 
will of God concerning their journey­
ing. Another instance to remind us of 
Reb. 1: 1. This cloud was the signal 
for their moving -or locating. The 
length or time they would remain at 
any given place was not made known 
except as thIs cloud moved or remained 
over the tabernacle. Hence. it was 
necessary for them to be always at· 
tentlve to this cloud and not wander 
oft to some , distance too far to see 
the cloud. ShOUld some man be forget­
ful and fatl to be observant of this 
cloud the congregation might move oft 
and leave him behind. There was no 
excuse for any man to be left behind 
for this cloud was always over the 
tabernacle. This would make it visible 
to all the congregation. No regular 
time ot encampment was settled upon. 
It mIght be as short .. two days or 
as long as a year. (Verse 22). Hence 
the need for their always being on the 
alert. They must be always watchful 
lest they be surprised and left. The 
same kind of warning is given to 
Christians. (Matt. 24: 42; 1 ' Thess. 
5: 1·6). 

NUMBERS 10 
Verses I, 2. Some three mlIl10n 

people would not hear the voice of a 
man if called upon to make any move­
ment. Yet it would be necessary for 
the order to be heard by all at the 
same time. Otherwise, thetr move­
ments would be disorderly, We have 
already noted that order was one of 
the things the Lord requt red. So these 
stiver trumpets were made far the 
purpose of the general call. 

Verse 3. This is a general call and 
the people must respond to it by as­
sembling at the door ot the taber­
nacle. That would give opportunity 
tor any special instructions, to be ob­
served at the time. 

Verse 4. There were two trumpets 
made but not always used. The "code'· 
must be understood and that is re­
ferred to in this verse. If but one 
blast, or the blast of but one trumpet 
sounded, it was a signal for the heads 
of the people to assemble betore Moses. 
There mIght be some specIal instruc­
tions tor that class of men. 

Verses 5, 6. Some manner of using 
these trumpets indicated whether the 
sound meant an alarm or merely a 
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call to attention. And if It were an 
alarm ' to march, then the order of 
march Is stated. Logically. if the eaet 
side starts and the south follows, then 
the same order would require the west 
and north to follow, respectively. 

Verse 7. This is considered in pre~ 
ceding paragraph. This distinction in 
the meaning ot the varIous codes Is 
an 1llustration of Paul's statements in 
1 Cor_ 14: 7, 8. 

Verse 8. The official persons to use 
the trumpets were the priests. Other­
wise, it just any person had right to 
blow them they might be carelessly 
used at dltrerent times and the congre­
gation be thrown into confUsion. 

Verse 9. The significant word in thIs 
passage is "oppresseth." It shows that 
the war they were going to make was 
one of defense. And indeed that is the 
only motive for war that God ever en­
dorsed. The general wars ot the Israel­
ites In taking the land at Canaan were 
wars of defense. That land had al­
ready been given to the seed of Abra­
ham, and these heathen nations then 
occupying it were intruders. So that 
it was necessary for the rightful 
owners thereof to fight for their de­
fense and that they could take posses­
sion of what was already their own. 

Verse 10. Times of war were not 
the only occaSions tor using these 
trumpets. The males were all required 
to appear at the tabernacle at stated 
seaSOllS. All the rest of the congrega­
tion should join in rejoicing tor the 
goodness of God, and at hearing these 
trumpets sounding with the proper 
code, they would be thus reminded. 

Verse 11. The subject of this verse 
is "removal from Slna1." A very sig­
niflcant occasion. It has been less than 
a month since the tabernacle was 
covered with the cloud, at which time 
their offiCial life as a systematic na­
tion began. Now their first order to 
move Is given. It is made known by 
the removal ot the cloud as shown in 
preceding chapter. 

Verses 12, 13. Now the children 
of Israel start on their famous wan­
dering through the wilderness, to be 
strewn with so many and varied ex­
periences. The first stop as shown In 
tbis paragraph Is called ParanA This 
Is the same location as Kadesh-barnea 
which was the place they reached on 
the border at the land of promise. 
(13: 3; 32: 8.) What places they may 
have halted in the meantime are not 
mentioned here. It is asserted that 
they here took their journeys by the 

commandment at the Lord. Further. 
that this commandment ot the Lord 
was by the hand of Moses. 

Verses 14·16. This order of march 
was according to the arrangement set 
forth in chapter 2: 3-7. 

Verse 17. By consulting chapter 
3: 25 the reader will Bee that the 
Gershonites were to have the handling 
of the tabernacle, assisted by Merari. 
(Verse 36). So the activities here de­
scribed are according to the law. 

Verses 18-20. Chapter 2: 10 sbows 
this camp also to be following the 
schedule set by the original directions. 
All things In proper order. 

Verse 21. Of course there should be 
the proper place to set the articles of 
the tabernacle service. Hence. It was 
in order for the ones bearing the In­
stitution to precede the ones carrying 
these articles. As soon as the ' ODes 
in charge of the tabernacle had been 
indicated to stop, by the resting of the 
cloud, they would Bet up the taber· 
nacle. Then the KohathJtes bearing 
the holy articles would come up and 
place them in the proper order as di­
rected by the original commandment. 

Verses 22·24. See chapter 2:18-24 for 
the original description ot this acUon. 

Verses 25-28. The original outline 
ot this paragraph Is In chapter 2: 25-31. 

The word "rereward" means "rear 
guard" and appl1ed to this caml> be­
cause it came last in the order of 
march. 

Verse 29. One torm or the name for 
Moses' father-in-law was Raguel. His 
Bon was Hobab, and in gratitude for 
the services of hls father, also in view 
of the tamily relation between them, 
Moses invites him to share their pros­
pective. advantages. 

Ver .... 30-32. Hobab declined at first 
to accept the invitation ot Moses. Then 
he was entreated to accompany them 
as a guide In the wUderness. No 
statement Is here made as to whether 
he changed his mind. The language in 
Judg. 1: 16 and 4: 11 Indicates that he 
did. The family relations are men· 
tioned as being with the Israelites and 
they would hardly be expected to 
journey with the congregation had 
Hobab persisted. in hls determination 
to return to his own people. 

Verses 33, 34. Mount 01 the Lord. 
By reference to Ex. 3: 1 it will be 
seen that Horeb is meant by this term. 
The ark was the mOst important article 
of the tabernacle system. It contaIned 
the tables of the covenant, also a pot 
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of the manna. It was fit ting that it 
should be in the lead when the con~ 
gregatlon was on the move. This will 
be the case when they cross the Jordan. 
(Josh. 3: 3). In addItion to the lead 
provided for them by the ark, the 
cloud hovered over them to indicate 
God's presence. 

Veraes 35, 36. This is the form ot 
benediction Moses pronounced at the 
movements ot the congregation when 
being lead by the ark. Return. This 
does not mean that the Lord had left 
them. The beginning two letters do 
not s1 gnif'y anything special. The re· 
mark means that as the Lord had been 
with them all the whUe they were en­
camped before, and then In the march, 
now also let his presence be assured 
as they encamped. 

NlThtBERS 11 
Verse 1. This Is another one of the 

murmurings already reterred to, which 
wJll form one of the llnks in the chain 
announced to be outllned at Cb. 21: 6. 
The punishment was not total, but 
sutllclent to indicate the mind of the 
Lord. 

Verse 2. The people had previously 
lea rned of the authority ot Moses as 
their mediator and henee they now cry 
to him. Sjnce he was the recognized 
intercessor between God and his pe0-
ple he is granted his plea here. The 
fire was quenched. 

Verse 3. Proper nouns usually had 
special meaning in BibUca} times. The 
word "Taberah" is defined in the le::d­
con as "burning." It was therefore 
applied to the place at hand because 
the Lord used the instrument of fire 
to punish the complainers. 

Verses 4, 6. Anot her of the mur­
rour ings and one of the outstanding 
ones. The subject of their complaint 
this time was that of food. Otten when 
people become dissatisfied with their 
present condition they caD look with 
much favor on conditions which . they 
even loathed before. Here their mem­
ory goes back to the knicknacks of the 
land of their bondage. Sometimes to­
day when Christlana become weary 
with the oblIgations of their new Ufe 
they begin to think with longing of 
the "happy" Urnes they had while in 
the world. They even may forsake the 
church and go back into the world. 
The children at Israel would have 
done the Uke had they been able. Not 
beIng situated so they could, they did 
80 in their desires, figuratively. (Acts 
7: 39) . It Is signlftcant In this passage' 

that the trouble was caused by t.he in· 
fluence of the j'mi:x:ed multitude," This 
term 18 defined by Strong "a promis­
cuous assemblage." The same people 
are defined by him at Ex. 12: 38, as 
"mongrel race." It frequently happens 
today taht people get 1nto the mem­
bership of the church who are not 
really converted in heart. Then when 
Bome OCCAsion of trial presents itself 
this group will start trouble. Which 
gives us a strong motive for carefully 
watching the conduct of all professors 
of rellglon. 

Verse 6. Before the manna was 
given they acted as if their main need 
was bread. That if they only had that 
arUcle of food they would be satisfied. 
Now that nothing in that line Is 
needed they see a defte~eney In it. All 
of which proves that when men clamor 
for a thing that Is not really indis­
pensable they are apt to Ure of it Boon 
and want something else. 

Verse 7. Description at the manna 
as to its taste and outward appear­
ance Is here given. In Ex. 16: 31 we 
are told it tasted as honey. The cori­
ander seed was a seasoning, and the 
bdellium pertained to the color. It was 
either a pearl or gum of the color 
of amber. 

Verse 8. This manna was of such 
firm texture that it could be handled 
in about the same manner as one 
would handle wheat. This would ac­
count tor the fact that it could be 
upon the ground and be gathered up 
and stored as It was. In this verse the 
taste, as of fresh oil, Is added to other 
descriptions of it. Olive oil was the 
only kind or oil tbey had In those 
days. It is probable that after grind­
Ing it there would be the added taste 
as result of its beIng bruised in grind­
ing, thereby exuding this taste, 8S of 
011. • 

Verse 9. There is no special sig­
nificance in the mention of dew in con­
nection with the manna except to 
Identify the time of the night when 
the manna fell. Also it may be ob­
served that, since the dew rel! at the 
same Ume as the manna, and the 
manna was there atter the dew left, it 
shows that It was of a firmer texture 
than actual bread would be, or else 
the moistUre would have atrected it. 

Verse 10. This verse ha.rks back to 
the cO,mplalnt mentioned a few verses 
earlier In. the chapter and commented 
upon, especially verses 4, 5. 

Verses 11·16. Once more our ex­
planation of the paBSage before us 11ee 



230 Number. 11: 16-31 

in the fact that Moses was the media­
tor between God and the people. As 
Buch he was a type of the great Media­
tor for the Christian Dispensation. Be­
cause of this he was permitted to ex­
press himself at times in a manner 
that might have been condemned, if 
only his personal interests were COD­
sldered. Jesus made pitiful pleas to 
his Father also, regarding the bitter­
ness of his lot. (Luke 22: 42, 43. Matt. 
27: 46.) Bnt In both c .... the un­
pleasantness of the situation did not 
cause any rebellion against God. 

Verse 16. The elders here were not 
officials but were 80 called In view of 
their age and experience. And even 
they were to have officers over them. 
These were to be rather as go-betweens 
to relay the instructions of Moses to 
the elders. 

Verse 17. These men were to work 
under Moses much the same as the 
apostles were to work under Christ. 

Verse 18. This eommand meant for 
them to prepare themselves to receive 
the blessing of God about to be brought 
to them. And they are reminded of 
their recent murmuring against the 
Lord. 

Verses 19, 20. In years gone by 
there was a practice in certatn states 
to after a reward of many hundreds of 
dollars tor any person who COUld eat 
a whole Quall each day tor a month 
and retain it in the body, untn di~ 
gested. No one ever won the reward. 
Instead, those attempting it had the 
very experienee described In this chap­
ter, also described in this passage. It 
appears that man is so dull at learn~ 
tng his lesBons that he must be made 
to have some physical punishment to 
get him to learn. 

Verses 21. 22. It is dimcult to under~ 
stand this statement ot Moses. After 
having seen all the wonders the Lord 
did in Egypt and the Sea, he now asks 
how the feat of feeding this people can 
be done. The most plausible explana~ 
tion is in the fact that Moses was a 
natural man and subject to sUps of 
the memory. 

Verse 23. The question the Lord 
asked of Moses is signlflcant. The 
BI ble 1n some places shows us that 
there are some things God can Dot do, 
In no ease is It because the thing 
considered is too hard. It Is because 
It Is not right. So. were it wrong to 
feed these thousands ot people by 
miracle then God could not have done 
it. It was not wrong. Since the Lord's 
hand was not short, not weak, there 

was no reason to doubt the fulfillment 
of the promise to the congregation. 

Verses 24. 25. No doubt this group 
of seventy elders was practically the 
ones we read about in Ex. 18. The 
difference between the conditions ot 
the two instances is that in the latter 
the Lord took direct part In the ar4 
rangement and inspired these men to 
act. In the tormer there Is nothing 
said about that. The only fact tndl~ 
cated then was that God endorsed the 
arrangement and blessed it In that 
way, 

Verses 26. 27. The word "prophesied" 
is from N ABA and defined "to propbesy. 
i.e. speak (or sing) by inspiration (in 
prediction or simple discourse) :"­
Strong. These men were to help in 
the teaching at the people about their 
daily conduct and thus in the spirit 
they could do so. That caused them 
to become distinct from the other men, 
and was the occasion ot the demonstra· 
tion at Burprise manifested by these 
around them. And it caused one man 
to run to Moses with the report. 

Verse 28. There was nothing wrong 
with the moUve prompting Joshua to 
make this suggestion. He was the ser~ 
vant of Mosea and was concerned for 
the authority at bis master. He was 
not speaking on bis own bebalt but 
was not B(lproving ot any rl val against 
the man whom he regarded as the 
sale human authority. 

Verses ·29. 30. The unselfishness or 
Moses Is exhibited here and verifies 
the statement in verse 3 of next chap~ 
ter. This Is one of the finest char­
acteristics a man can have and in this 
case, espeeially. it is appreciated since 
Moses is a type of Christ. 

Verse 31. God's power to accomplish 
any result he wishes and by no visible 
means wiU not be Questioned. Yet he 
often used sueh means in connection 
with his works. They usually were the 
kind that would furnish no logical 
explanation or the result obtained. 
That would have tendency to strengthen 
the faith of the observer in the power 
of the Lord. The nature of the sea 
was not that of great swarms of quail 
as most of them knew. Yet here came 
those great numbers at the instigation 
of God. The cOD.clusion then would be 
plain. that the divine power was the 
explanation. The convenience at se~ 
curing the birds Ie seen in that they 
were brou&ht t'Jght down to the camp. 

. and the plentifulness of them, Is indi­
- cated in the tact that they reached In 
each dire£Uon from the camp as far 
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as a day's journey. Also by the further 
fact that they carne down to within 
two cubits (three feet) of the ground. 

Verse 32. The convenience of the 
situation is further indicated by the 
fact that all the people had to do to 
obtain the quail was to stand up and 
pick them right out of the air and 
then spread them on the ground round 
the camp, 

Verses 33-35, God sometimes suffers 
the people to have their wishes 
granted. but under protest. This he 
did later when they clamored for a 
king. God directed that a king should 
be granted them but under protest. 
(1 Sam. 8: 8,9). And so in the present 
instance God is wroth at the complain­
ing mood of the people. The desire 
for flesh would not be in itself a 
wrong. But under the present circum­
stances, with all the items of plenty 
that had been showered on the people, 
their clamor for the food was prompted 
by a spirit of unrest and lack of ap­
preciation for the Lord's goodness. 

NUMBERS 12 
Verse 1. There is nothing more said 

about this circumstance in the scrip­
ture, but it is reported in secular his­
tory. While he was under the Egyp­
tian connection and thus before he had 
tied Egyptian threat from Pharaoh, 
the country got into a war with the 
Ethiopians nearby. Moses was given 
an important military commission and 
made the attack. A certain city was 
an objective. In the meantime the 
daughter of the king fell so deeply in 
love with Moses that she made the 
offer of marriage. He agreed to tt. on 
condition that she obtain the surren­
der of the mentoned city, which she 
did. The marriage was then carried 
out. As to what became of the rela­
tionship I do not have information. 
But the fact must have been well­
known and authenticated since Miriam 
and Aaron accused him of it, and it is 
not denied. In fact, the statement is 
here made in the divine narrative that 
he had married an Ethiopian woman. 
The reader is given some citations 
which he may read and then form his 
own conclusions as to how much of 
the details to accept. Josephus, An­
tlpultles 2-10-1. Moses, His Life and 
Times by George Rawlinson, pages 48, 
49. This complaint was not the real 
motive for their opposition to Moses 
as w11l be seen in. next verse. 

Verse 2. Had Moses been guilty of 
usurping authority as they charged, 

it would have been just as wrong. re­
gardless of his marriage entangle­
ments. It they knew about the cir­
cumstances now, they knew them ba­
fore. Yet there is no account of their 
accusation against him before. That 
shows that their real motive was jeal­
ousy of Moses and they were using 
the marriage subject as a pretext. 

Verse 3. Moses, as the inspired 
writer of this history, is saying that 
Moses as the leader and law giver of 
the people was a very meek man. This 
idea must be kept in mind in order 
not to think of him as being guilty of 
Belf-praise. As we read that Moses 
the mediator of the Old Testament 
religion was meek. we think of the 
one who is mediator of the New as 
being also meek. (Matt. 11: 29.) 

Verses 4, 5. The tabernacle was the 
place for the official transactions per­
taining to the congregation. So now 
these three persons are summoned to 
meet at that place. When they did so, 
the Lord carne down at the place in 
the form of a cloud. After that was 
done the Lord called out of the cloud 
for Aaron and Miriam to come apart 
and near the cloud, where God was 
represented. 

Verse 6. The ordinary prophets 
among them would always have evi­
dence of their call to authority by 
having some special vision or dream. 
Yet these two had to know that no 
such experience had been given to 
them. 

Verses 7-9. The great difference as 
to the superiority of Moses was indi­
cated in that God did not leave him 
to depend on visions and dreams. In­
stead, the Lord spoke to him directly 
and in such close range that the 
similitude of his form could be seen 
in the personage sent to represent him. 
This whole situation was well known 
to the brother and sister and hence 
their false accusation was malic1ous~ 
After making this statement to them 
the Lord departed from the place in 
anger. 

Verse 10. The foregoing verse states 
that God departed from the place. Of 
course that would mean also that the 
cloud would depart. When it was 
cleared away, the plague imposed as 
Visible protest was that of leprosy. 
That was a very distressing and hu~ 
m1Iiating afftiction, but not necessarily 
fatal. Hence it was here used as one 
form of punishment for those acquir­
ing the wrath of God. We are not 
told why ouly Miriam was a1Dloted, 



al2 Numbera 12: 11-13: 26 

and not Aaron although he was equally 
guilty, But God evidently had a spe-. 
citle reason wblch be bas not seen fit 
to reveal to UB. 

Verses 11, 12. Aaron makes his plea 
to Moses, on behalf of the sister. not 
directly to God. In his vlea he admits 
sin and places himself in the guilt. 
There is no evidence that Miriam 
made any acknowledgment of sin. It 
Is reasonable to think of tbls fact as 
the explanation of the question men­
tioned in verse ten. 

Verse 13. Moses as mediator would 
properly pray for his sister. The thing 
that. was objectionable in the prayer 
was the word "now," In bis eagerness 
for the comfort of the afflicted one be 
becomes impetuous and asks for a 
lavor that would have made confUsion 
concerning the awful character of the 
disease of leprosy and tended to min· 
limize the gravity of the-plague when 
the law bad already shown it to be 
a most terrible atHiction. (See Lev. 
13.) While Moses was a type of Christ 
as mediator, yet he was a man and 
was subject to the mistakes of man. 
Jesus was man also but never Bub· 
mUted to the influences of the flesh. 
Yet he did Imply the possib1lIty of his 
prayers being at variance with the 
w1l1 ot his Father. (Matt. 26: 39.) 

Verse 14. To spit In the face would 
actually be only an affront or violation 
of courtesy. Its physical etrect would 
be nothing. Yet it would have been 
considered of such importance under 
the strict formalities of that law as to 
render the vIctim unclean. So much 
the more in a case of the loathsome 
disease of leprosy. Therefore. the com· 
mand was given that Miriam be quar· 
antined seven days. 

Verses 16, 16. Here is a case where 
the whole congregation was held up 
in its march to wait on Miriam's ra. 
covery. While no direct mention is 
made of the recovery. yet that is neces­
sary inference since she was allowed 
to be brought into the camp. 

NUMBERS IS 
Verses 1. 2. Not all ot the facts of 

transactions are given in each case. 
In the present one we consult Deut. 
1: 21·23. and learn that this movement 
of spies was suggested by the people. 
It would not have been put Into effect 
had Dot the Lord . approved of it. 
Therefore the present pas!age. ignores 
the request of the people and speaks 
AS If the Lord 1t!1t1ated It TIIat was 

fitting since It Ia really the act ot the 
Lord which required his endorsement. 

Verse 3. Paran Is another name for 
Kadesh-barnea. See chapter 32: 8 and 
10: 12. This place was at the border 
Une between the land of the wander· 
ing and that of Canaan. Before enter­
ing upon the conquest of that country 
it was decided fll'st to send out this 
reconnaissance group. 

Verses 4-16. This paragraph gives 
the names of the men sent out on this 
tour of survey, which were the heads 
of the chUdren of Israel spoken of in 
previous verse. The two who deserve 
special menUon are Caleb in verse 6, 
and Oshea In verse 8. Verse 16 says 
Moses caUed him Jehoshua which Is 
still another form ot Joshua. Each 
tribe was represented in this commis­
sion. 

Verses 17. 18. A general order for 
inspection of the land and country folk 
Is given In this paragraph. More de­
taUed inspection wtll be indicated in 
next paragraph 

Verses 19. 20. The fortifications of 
the cities must be noted. "Fat or lean" 
means whether the land is rich and 
strong or thin and poor. Also the 
wood would be a very important asset 
in a country intended for residence, 
but which must be possessed from its 
intruders by war. As concrete evi­
dence of the productiveness of the 
country they were to bring of the fruit 
back with them. 

Verses 21 : 22. This paragraph is a 
geographical statement of the areas 
which they examined. It included some 
of the most noted parts of the country. 
Special mention might be made of 
Hebron which was the home ot Abra· 
ham after his return from Egypt. 

Verses 23. 24. We should be careful 
not to enlarge too much on the size 
of this bunch of grapes just because 
two of them carried it. Yet we know 
it was of great dimensions from the 
fact that it gave the name of Eschol 
(meaning cluster) to a valley. This 
indicates unusual proportions and im· 
portance. They brought also Borne at 
the figs and pomegranates in obedience 
to the order to bring of the fruit. 

Verse 26. Originally there was no 
apparent significance in the exact term 
of their search. But it became aiter· 
ward a token of a tact that was Big· 
nlftcant:a& will be seen In next chapter. 

Verse 26. In this verse are men· 
ttoned Paran and Kadesh in connee· 
tiOIl which is further Information on 
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the related meanings of the words. 
UtIOn the return the spie8 showed to 
the people the fruit they bad taken 
from the country. 

Verse 27. There 1s no dissenting 
voice beard In the report ot the twelve 
men as to the productiveness of the 
land : That It flowed, abounded, with 
milk and honey. 

Verses 28, 29. There still Is no dis­
agreement expressed 8.8 to the facts of 
the conditions they round. All are 
agreed that the country bad forUfied 
clUes. that strong people ltved here. 
people of whom they had heard much. 
That the people took up the land in 
general. for Borne of them dwelled by 
the Bea and others in the mountains. 
Whlle the outward statement of the 
facts was not varied, yet the atUtude of 
theae men in most cases must have 
been unfavorable from the statements 
in next paragraph. 

Verses 30. 31. Here 1s where the 
difference came in. All agreed that 
the land. was strong. That it had torti­
fied clUes. That many heathen peoples 
OCCUPied the land.. Most of them formed. 
a conclusion on the situation that dif­
fered from that of Caleb. The former 
said they would not be able to take 
the land while the latter said they 
could. This Is the difference that must 
always be considered when discussing 
this great crists in the experiences of 
the chlldren of Israel. 

Verse 32. The words "evil report" 
are from one word and mean "slander." 
The word. "eateth" is from AKAL and 
Strong defines it "A primitive root; to 
eat (Hterally or figuratively) ." We get 
the thought these spies wished to 
make the impression that in some way 
the laud they had just visited would 
devour its weaker Inhabitants. It would 
be evident that no land would liter­
ally eat up the people, so the figurative 
meaning of the word must be the one 
attributed to it here. Yet that was a 
slander. 

Verse 33. Anak was one of the men 
of the beathen variety and one of the 
gtante. This word is understood to 
refer not alone to their stature but 
also to the coarse nature of their 
bodies and temperament. (Gen. 6: 4). 
Their comparison between themselves 
and the grasshoppers ignored the fac­
tor of God in the case. A grasshopper 
and God would make a majority in 
real strength. but they overlooked that 
fact. 

NUMBERS 14 
Verses 1-4. This passage states an­

other of the murmurings of the people 
and one which embraced such rash 
statements that it had tar-reaching 
resu} ts. Another thing we should note 
here is the power ot example . . The 
people allowed themselves to be in­
fluenced by the conclusions of the un­
faithful spies instead of listening onty 
to their report as to the facts and 
then forming their conclusions from 
what they had seen already or the 
power of God. They bad seen abun­
dance of proof that God is powerful 
and able to overcome all opposition. 
Instead of using their better mind 
they gave way to unbelief and made 
two very rash wishes. Those were 
that they had died tn Egypt; and, that 
they might die in the wilderness. The 
statement In the end of verse 4 agrees 
with the one made by Stephen in Acts 
7: 39. 

Verse 6. 'J'hls prone attitude of 
Moses and Aaron was their expression 
of grief at the rebelllon of the people. 

Verses 6-8 . Joshua is aSSOCiated with 
Cateb in the good attitude toward the 
Situation. They will later be seen to 
be blessed highly of God tor their ser­
vice. They reasoned that if the Lord 
takes dellght In them, he will lead 
them into the good land in spite of all 
the apparent obstacles. That state· 
ment tmplies that it they do not find 
themselves successful in the attempt 
it wtU be because God is not del1ghted 
1n them. Th1s would mean, further, 
that Buch lack ot delIght would be on 
account of their misconduct. In the 
very start of the whole project of the 
Children of Israel, the promises of 
God bad been on condItion that they 
be obedient to the Lord's voice. 

Verse 9. The language bere implies 
that their rebelllon against the Lord 
was prompted by their tear of the 
nations of the land. Today, jt often 
occurs that protessed Christiana shun 
to acknowledge their relation to God 
because of the people of the world. 
They are ashamed to own their Lord. 
Joshua advises tbe nation that the 
people of the land will be bread for 
them. That is, their property and 
accumulations will be taken by them 
and thereby furnish them with sus· 
tenance. One cause ot this change was 
that they had become panio stricken 
themselves and not able for defense. 

Verse 10. ,The trait of persecutors in 
all ages baa been to use violence 
agatns.t teachers whose teaching Is op. 
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posed to the evil doing of those to 
whom they speak. The foolish notion 
appears to be that by destroying the 
teaching they can also destroy the 
truth of thelr teaching. In this caee 
it La thus. The people had made up 
their minds that they did not want to 
go against the heathen in the land ot 
promise and now they are angered at 
the voice of the commander who would 
encourage them in the work. 

Verses 11, 12. We should never for­
get that God is one of justice and 
vengeance as well as ODe of love and 
mercy. When sin reRrs its head, the 
justice of God Is called forth and 
threatens the severe treatment for the 
sinner. So It is here. On the basiB 
of merit this nation ought to be de­
sroyed and the new start made tor a 
nation. Now Buch "action is suggested 
by the Lord. The reader w1ll not for­
get that Moses is the mediator of the 
Old Testament and as such is a type 
at Christ. By making the speech here 
set down it opens the way for the 
performance at his duty and privllege 
as the one to plead in behalf at the 
people. 

Verses 13-19. The general title at 
this passage which I have grouped 
into one paragraph is, "Intercession 
at Moses on behalf of the chtldren of 
Israel." It should be understood that 
an intercession logically requires argu­
ment, and no argument is ot any ac­
count that does not cite tacts. Hence 
Moses reminds the Lord at the Egyl)­
tians trom whom the nation had been 
released by the mighty band at God 
not very long ago. They will have 
something to glory about It. at last. 
the plan of God tails. They will natu­
rally be prompt to tell other nations 
at the circumstances and all w1ll reo 
jOice together. They will account for 
the tragedy by saying the Lord bad 
started something he was not able to 
finish. That would lead to the fUrtber 
conclusion that the God at the Israel· 
ites was not superior to any of the 
other gods at the age. As contradic­
tion to such conclusion Moses pleads 
that the power of God be here made 
manifest. He also reminds God that 
he had declared himself to be a God 
at longsuffering and mercy. Not that 
he would clear or Justify tbe guilty 
who would not reform. Nay, he would 
punish such very severely as would be 
right. On the other hand, he would 
forgive when the guilty one repented. 
Thus the mediator here, although ac­
knowledging the iniquity ot the people. 
begS the Lord to pardon the people. 

A truly ettective speech and one that 
18 proper In a person placed between 
two other. parties as intercessor. 

Verse 20. What a gracious, direct, 
significant reply! The Lord grants the 
plea of Moses and the wonderful basis 
1s given, "according to thy word." That 
means that pardon wlll be granted, 
but not on the baSis of the personal 
worth ot the ones tor whom the pardon 
was asked. It Is on the strength of 
the plea of the mediator. So it 15 now. 
God has promised to forgive "tor 
Christ's sake." Now, as then, the offlce 
of mediator will avail nothing to those 
who ignore the wishes and demands 
ot the mediator. 

Verse 21. The dignity of the Lord 
must be maintained. So whlle he wHl 
pardon bls chUdren when proper ap­
peal is made, yet he w1I1 demonstrate 
his power tn Borne way that w1ll leave 
his greatness stm undiminished be­
tore the world. 

Verses 22, 23. The people as a whole 
wUl receive the benefit ot the inter­
ce8810n of Moses. But the particular 
men who have caused the present con­
dition or rebellion must pay the pen­
alty for their great sin. They must 
be removed from the scene ot action 
before the entrance tnto the promised 
land. And in doing so they wUI be 
receiving what they rashly asked for 
In their rebellion. 

Verse 24. God makes an exception 
to the threat at general destruction ot 
the men wbo had brought on the UI)­
riSing. He excepts Caleb (and later 
Joshua) because be had "followed me 
fully." This is a very slgnlficant ex­
pression. Many people wll1 tollow the 
Lord In part but only those who follow 
him fully may have the divine reward. 

Verse 25. The children ot Israel are 
sUll in the region ot Kadesh-barnea, 
the place from which the twelve spies 
had been sent. They wtll not be per­
mitted to pass on into the promised 
land because of the great sin here. 
They will not be allowed even to go in 
that direction. Instead they are di­
rected to go tnto the wUderness by 
way of the Red Sea. The reader might 
be confused here. The Red Sea is 
always thought at as being restricted 
to the immediate locaUty at the tam· 
ous crossing atter leaving Egypt. A 
look at the map of the country w1ll 
show that the body of the Red See. is 
actually tar soutb of the territory of 
the movements of these people. That 
body of water divides into two arms, 
one going northeast and the other 
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northwest. The last named one is 
where they crossed miraculously. while 
the other is the one meant in the 
present verse. While these two arms 
have separate names in our modern 
geographies, the Bible considers the 
whole water unit as one named Red 
Sea. 

Verses 26·29. God repeats the threat 
already made. Notice that it is against 
the men who had been numbered from 
twenty years and upward. We do not 
know how many others will have died 
in the ordinary course of life when 
they get to the end of the wandering. 
We do know that many innocent per­
sons now Uving will also be living and 
be permitted to enter the land of 
Canaan. 

Verse 30. In this place the Lord 
names together the two men who are 
to escape the general overthrow of the 
men of war. They had wholly followed 
the Lord. 

Verse 31. This is considered in 
verses 26·29 above. 

Verses 32, 33. In order that these 
guilty men may have their rash wish 
fulfilled, and yet not all die at direct 
miracle, they must wander in the wil­
derness 40 years. 

Verse 34. The arbitrary basis is 
here given on which the length of the 
wandering is to be determined. They 
had used forty days for the time -of 
search, now they must wander a year 
for each day. Of course we should re­
member the forty years will include 
the two years they have already been 
out of Egypt. Breach of Promise. We 
do not like to think of God as being 
one who will break a promise. In the 
first place, we should not forget that 
all of the promises of God are on con­
dition of obedience; and when the 
obedience is not present, then the 
promise is lawfully left omitted. In 
the present instance the word "prom­
ise" is not in the original. The whole 
term is from a word that means 
"alienation." The thought is that by 
seeing all these men of war being left 
strewn along the way of the wilder­
ness, they will have a demonstration 
of the alienation that comes between 
God and man when disobedience oc­
curs. 

Verse 35. Explained at verses 32, 
33 above. 

Verses 36, 37. The group of men 
from twenty years and upward fell to 
complaining at the slander of the ten 
spies. They are the ones who must 

wander in the wilderness until they 
die. The ten spies who caused this up­
rising will not get to pass out in that 
way. Instead, they were punished at 
once by some plague before the Lord. 

Verses 38, 39. The word "mourned" 
here is not the same as the murmur­
ing noted in other places. It has the 
ordinary meaning; that they bewailed 
and lamented the death of these ten 
spies when Moses told them about the 
tragedy. 

Verse 40. They see the mistake they 
had made in -doubting their success 
under the hand of God against the 
heathen. Now they think they can 
undo their mistake by making the 
attack. It is too late. 

Verses 41, 42. Moses told them not 
to go now because God will not be 
with them. To make an attempt that 
the Lord does not wish to be made, 
would be just as fruitless as they had 
claimed it was going to be, when God 
really wished them to go. They are 
warned that it will result In a fall 
before their enemies. 

Verse 43. The significant accounting 
for their failure is on the fact that, as 
they had turned away from the Lord, 
he will turn away from them. 

Verses 44, 45. Pres-umea. This is 
from APHAL and defined by Strong "to 
swell; figuratively, be elated." How 
foolish to be so self-important now. 
They did not feel big enough to go 
against their enemies while God was 
with them. Now when he has cast 
them off they feel big enough to do 
what they are told not to do and what 
they are told they cannot do. It is 
often so today. God has given us a 
perfect plan of salvation. Men some­
times say that the plan of God will 
not work. That it will not succeed in 
saving the world. Therefore they pre­
sume to be able to form institutions 
and plans of their own which they 
arrogantly claim will do the work 
more successfully than will the divine 
plan. All such will fail just as did 
the attempts fail here. 

NUMBERS 15 
Verses I, 2. God never lets the people 

lose sight of the promise to bring them 
into the land which is to be their per­
manent national home. The significant 
idea is often expressed that the land 
has already been given to them and 
it will be left to them to take posses­
sion of it by doing their part of the 
occupation. 
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Verses 3·12. This paragraph repeats 
the same instrucUous that had been 
written in the law as to otreringa. See 
the first five chapters ot Leviticus for 
detaUed description of this service. 
The same will be repeated frequently 
because it is the common tendency 
with man to forget. 

Verse 13. The prIvileges and pro­
visions of the law were for those who 
belonged to the country possessed by 
the naUon. They would not have any 
special significance to any others 8S 
long as they did not compose a part 
of the nation. 

Verscs 14-16. The word "stranger" 
means one from the outside. If such 
should come into the country and wish 
to sojourn there, he must do as the 
people ot the land. The difficulty that 
might occur to the mind of the reader 
is that such provision seems to justify 
sinners in participating in the ac­
tivities of the Lord's people. It must 
be borne in mind that the system 
glven through Moses was a combIna­
tion ot civil and religious government. 
As a civil government it was the privi­
lege and duty of all who dwelled In 
the land to be subject to tts lawB. The 
same is true in our day. If a person 
from another country comes among 
UB, we require him to comply with the 
Bame law that citizens obey. Since that 
system combined both religion and 
civU government in one system, it 
made It unavoidable that aUens would 
participate in both, if at all. 

Verses 17·21. The .princ1pal thought 
in this passage is the same as 'pre. 
viously noted, that the .. tlrst" of any­
thing is to be the Lord's. The priority 
of God In all the relations of activity 
must never be overlooked. Such Is 
proper from many considerations. God 
is, and was, and always wIll be. He 
had no beginning, was thus tn exis­
tence before all other beings and 
things. All things that exist are the 
result of the mighty hand of the self­
existing One and therefore he has 
right to the first. 

Verses 22, 23. The reader Is again 
asked to note the authority of MaBeS 
as set forth here. The Lord commanded 
the activities referred to but he gave 
this command by the hand of Moses. 
Again we see the arrogance of those 
who depreciate the authority of the 
law-giver of that Dispensation. 

Verse 24. The mistakes that were 
made through ignorance were not Im­
puted against the actor until knowl. 
edge ot it came to the tront. God 18 

so partIcular that the nation ae a 
whole be kept clear, that it knowledge 
comes to the leaders ot the nation that 
some individual in it has done wrong, 
then the congregational treasury must 
be drawn on for a sacrifice In atone. 
ment. The word "manner" means the 
ordinance about the particular sacri­
fice. That ordinance will be found in 
some one or more ot the chapters in 
beginning of the book ot Leviticus 
which has been frequently reterred to. 

Verses 26, 26. The thought here in 
addiUon to the ones already stated 
above Is that the procedure ot the 
sacrific::es Is, under the jurisdiction of 
the priest. He was the authorized ot. 
ficial to have such charge. 

Verses 27·29. Shall have one law. 
That is, the Jaw as to atoning for the 
sin of ignorance Is the same whether 
in the case ot a stranger Of one born 
in the country. 

Verse 30. Likewise, one and the 
same fate Is to come to the stranger 
as to the one born in the country, 
when the Sin is one of presumption. 
This means a sin committed In de­
fiance of law, and with the attitude 
of doing a thing regardless of Jaw. In 
that case the same law also applies to 
both the stranger and the one born in 
the land. He Is to be cut ott. See 
Lev. 20: 3 tor explanation ot such 
punishment. 

Verse 31. The word "despised" means 
to hold in contempt. In some 'Ways 
this attitude is more objectionable 
than one in which the law Is admitted 
to be dignified. To disregard the law 
of God with the spirit of belittling It 
is very grievous In the sight of God 
and the offender Is worthy of . death. 

Verses 32-34. The fourth command. 
ment (Ex. 20: 8-11) plainly forbade 
any manual labor on the sabbath day. 
The act of gathering sticks 1s certainly 
a manual act; Now, notWithstanding 
the positive commandment the man 
had violated, yet they did not know 
what should be done with the man. 
It the decalogue, written on the tables 
of stone was intended to contain the 
complete law of God, why was it they 
did not know what to do with this 
man? The answer Is clear. There Is 
no complete law where no penalty is 
given. So that proves that the writing 
on the tables dId not constitute the 
whole law of God. Neither was it 
claimed to be. Therefore, we again 
have evidence of the arrogance ot the 
sabbatarians who reject the law ot 
God as written by the hand of Mosea, 
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but pretend to accept the law of God 
8S written by bis own fingers on the 
tables of stone. So this man was put 
tn ward or temporary imprisonment 
to await the order from the Lord. 

Verses 36, 36. God gave bis penal 
decree in the case. He made it known 
through the same Moses who bad done 
the writing In the book of the law. 
The penalty for Violating the com· 
mandment which God had written on 
the stones was made known through 
the man who had written the laws 
that were in the book ot the law. The 
guilty man was stoned. 

Verses 37-41. If a certain arrange­
ment 18 brought about In connection 
with prescribed significance. then the 
very appearance of that arrangement 
should serve to call to mind that thing 
signified. Even more so, if there is 
no logical connection between the 
thing observed and the idea to be com­
memorated. These tringes or taBliels 
were on the edge ot the garments. As 
addltional ornamentations there was a 
twining or woven piece of tne blue 
material, put on top of the row of 
tassels. These articles by themsel ves 
had no literary significance. The em­
be1lishment was commanded at the 
same time that importance of the law 
was emphasized in their hearing. 
Sometimes a person will exhibit some 
peculiar article which does not show 
any meaning to the observer. The 
owner will then state that he obtained 
the article at a time of great interest 
and that the very sight of it reminds 
him of the circumstance. Thus it is 
in this ease, When the children of 
Israel would see these ornamental at­
tachments to their clothing they would 
recall that they were instituted at the 
time that God warned them of dis­
regarding his divine laws. Later, in 
the Ume of the New Testament, the 
Pharisees had been making a Uteral 
application of these things and were 
putting material strips of a surface 
admitting being written upon. Jesus 
taught thal when it was done In that 
way, It should be considered as mere 
profession. 

NUMBERS 16 
Verse 1. This verse Is to identify 

the tribes from which the men came 
who were chieOy concerned in this 
famous rebellion against the govern­
ment of God. The word "men" is not 
in the original. The word "took" is 
there. Of conrse since it is a transitive 
verb it requires that they took some­
thing. The context which Is in the 

next verse sbows that the children of 
Israel were what they took. So that 
the wording as we have it in the A. V. 
Is correct. The fact of conspiracy Is 
what made their sin the more grievous. 

Verse 2. The men with whom the 
conspiracy was formed are here men· 
tioned. as being chief ones. They were 
princes or men of some prominence in 
the congregation. Often it occurs that 
when men are given a little latitude 
at importance they want more and 
will even trample upon established law 
In their quest for more recognition. 

Verse 3. It is the age·old situation. 
Men in private pOSition will envy 
those in publIc and official poSition 
and accuse them of usurpation. 'l'he 
claim was made bere that the people 
at the congregation were holy as well 
as these rulers. Even If all of tbeir 
claim were true, that would not be a 
logical basiS for their complaint. It 
was never 8.88umed that Moses and 
Aaron were chosen 8S the leaders of 
the congregation only on the ground 
of their hOlinesB. It is always neces· 
sary for the order and unity of any 
great system that some authority must 
be vested tn a definite place. So it was 
in the system of the Lord at that time. 
It was not a presumption of these men 
that they are in charge of the work. 
They had not taken this upon them­
selves on their own choice. (Heb. 
3: 6; 6: 4.) 

Verse 4. This attack upon Moses 
was humiliating to hIm and caused 
him to fall prone as he did at Kadesh­
harnea. (Chapter 14: 5.) 

Verse 6. This Moses who was said 
to be the m.eekest man on the earth 
Is still seen to be such. Notwithstand· 
ing the wickedness of these rebels he 
Is willing to submit the controversy to 
a. test. Referring to chapter 26 : 9, 10 
we will learn that the "company" men· 
tioned here comprise the three men 
named in verse one and also the two 
hundred and My princes. Moses makes 
the chaiIenge for twa whole group to 
be put to the test as to whom he bas 
chosen to be near hIm in the position 
of authority. 

Verses 6, 7. Since Korah and his 
company are Levltes It would be fit­
ting in the test for them to provide 
t hemselves with the censers since the 
use of incense was that which espe· 
clally belonged to the religious depart· 
ment at the service. In connection 
with the challenge to the test Moses 
returns the accusation they made by 
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saying they had taken too much tor 
granted as to their authority. 

Verses 8, 9. All priests were Levites. 
but not all LevUea were priests. Only 
the particular ODes descending through 
Aaron bad the right to the priesthood. 
While only such eould be priests, yet 
the enUre tribe ot Levi bad been sanc­
tified to be near the Lord in the 
system and had special dignity over 
the other tribes. Moses here asks tbem 
if they are not satisfied wIth the honor 
already put upon them. He implies 
that they are not. but arc now wanting 
still fUrther honor by having the 
priesthood. 

Verses 10, 11. They are told that 
the Lord had brought them near him 
as it js. and yet, now tbey want to 
usurp the special work that belongs 
properly to the BODS of Aaron. He 
further accuses them of being against 
the Lord In tha t they are opposing 
Aaron who was chosen of the Lord for 
the special work. 

Verse 12. These men were from a 
dift'erent tribe and did not have any 
separate place at all as the Levites 
had. Yet they were In the conspiracy 
and thus Moses invites them to be 
present to witness the test. They re­
fuse to come up to it. 

Verses 13. 14. Here they taunt· 
ingly describe their former land of 
residence as one that flowed with milk 
and honey. Just their way of saying 
it would have been better to have re­
mained in Egypt instead of being 
brought out into the wilderness to 
famish and die. They fUrtber accuse 
Moses of having done so in order to 
get the advantage over them, to rule 
over them. Moreover. they complain 
that the promise made to them of 
being given a land that also abounded 
in milk and honey bad not been car­
ried out. That the scheme was one for 
the purpose of demoting these men op­
posing Aaron. 

Verse 15. Moses was mediator. The 
office of such was for the purpose ot 
vleading on behalf ot the people to 
secure the favor of God. Also, we see 
here that the same otftce might inter­
cede to cut ott the favor and blessing. 
When the persons tor whom a medi­
ator is to plead favorably. make them­
selves unworthy then that same medi­
ator will be their judge and ask for 
their rejection. This wtll be the case 
with Christ in the cases where his pro­
fessed servants are unfaithful. (Mark 
8: 38.) 

Verse 16. The company of Korah 

here refers to the 250 princes who 
were to take the censers for the test. 
They were to be "before the Lord" 
which means they were to come near 
the tabernacle since that was the pJace 
where the Lord acknowledged his 
presence. 

Verses 17, 18. Korah did as be was 
commanded and they al1 came to the 
door of the tabernacle, the proper 
place for them to be for the present 
purpose. 

Verse 19. The spirit at rebelllon 
persists in Korah and he Incites the 
whole congregation to an action that 
is unfavorable by ass'embling here also. 

Verses 20, 21. God then directs 
Moses and Aaron to separate them­
selves from the multitude that DOW Is 
in a state of mob protest and let them 
be destroyed. 

Verse 22. Here agatn is the work of 
a mediator. Since Aaron is the lawful 
High Priest lor tbe congregation, he 
is joined with Moses in this instance 
also as- mediator and pleads for the 
Jife of tbe men of the congregation. 

Verses 23. 24. This command had 
the general meaning that they were to 
disassemble themselves from these con­
spirators and thus not be classed with 
them in their rebe1l10n. 

Verses 25, 26. This passage more 
definiteiy carrIes the idea mentioned 
in the preceding one. The residences 
of these wicked men were to be con­
sidered as improper places for right­
eous persons to be gathering so they 
are commanded to depart. It they reo 
main they will be classed with them 
and will partake of their destruction 
also. 

Verse 27. The multitude obeyed the 
command to depart. When they did 
so, It attracted the- a.ttentlon of the 
leaders in the rebellion who then 
came out and stood at the door of 
their tents together with the fmme­
diate members or their famllles. 

Verse 28. The fUndamental differ· 
ence between official action and mere 
personal one is here made. Moses ex­
presses it in the words "not done them 
ot mine own mind." 

Verses 29. 30. An impostor might 
offer to be put to some indefinite test. 
He might mentlon some general thing 
that could be construed In various 
ways because of having no certain 
meaning. Moses shows his sincerity. 
also his confidence in the righteous­
ness of his pOSition, by naming some 
definite demonstration. Not only so, 
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but one that would be 80 unusual and 
seemingly impossible. that only the 
Lord could cause it to happen. If he 
did cause it to happen it could be con­
strued only 8S ' 8. divine demoDstration 
in favor of the one calling for the test. 

Verses 31·33. At tho conclusion of 
the speech of Moses the demonstration 
came. The earth opened up and swal­
lowed the company. It must be under· 
stood that -it was the men directly in 
the conspiracy who were destroyed, for 
they were guilty. Reference to chapter 
26: 11 shows that the children of 
Karab were not included in this de­
strucUon. 

Verse 34. The sight musl have been 
terrible, also the cries of the people 
were pierCing, for the children of 
Israel. although they had removed 
Borne distance from the tenls of the 
families, (verse 27), were so im­
pressed that they fled tn alarm. 

Verse 35. The toregoing tragedy 
slew the group immediately connected 
with the faroUies of the cODspirators. 
It remained then tor the special group 
of princes with the censers to be re­
moved_ This was done by a fire from 
the Lord. The possession of the cen­
sers did not protect them slnce they 
bad been given to have them bere as 
a. test .. 

Verses 36-38. While the men are 
slain, yet the censers are still intact 
in the midst of the fire. Eleazar is 
then commanded to gather them from 
the fire for they are "hallowed." The 
instruments bad been in the bands of 
wicked men as a test against them. 
Therefore, they would he considered 
as a matter of demonstration of God's 
holiness. As such they must be pre­
served; and thus they will be a sign 
for the future generations of the chil­
dren of Israel. 

Verses 39, 40. These censers were 
tormed tnto plates and tastened to the 
altar where they could be seen. That 
would be a visible and constant warn­
ing to others not to usurp the place of 
God's chosen servants. 

Verse 41. One of the commonest 
things is for righteous men to be 
charged with the supposed evil effects 
of their righteouB deeds. The people 
who had protessed themselves to be 
of tbe Lord bad just been killed. And 
the kUUng was done through the of­
fices of Moses and Aaron. Yet the 
Whole procedure was so miraculous 
that common honesty should have told 
them that no mere human power could 
have brought about such effect. They 

were so blinded with prejudice for the 
conspirators that they gave way to an­
other of their wonted murmurlngs. 

Verses 42, 43. God is always ready 
to vindicate his righteous servants, tn 
his own way, ot course. So while the 
people were in the act ot opposition 
against Moses and Aaron the Lord is 
preparing a demonstration. Their at­
t ention Is directed. to the taber·nacle and 
behold. the cloud showing the divine 
glory and favor Is seen. At tbis, Moses 
and Aaron came before the tabernacle. 

Verses H. 45. This is anotber 
threat of the Lord. springing out ot 
his attribute of justice, to destroy the 
people. This caused the lawful officers 
to fall prostrate. 

Verse 46. The threat of the Lord 
made another occasion tor the medi­
ator to act and the man who Is High 
Priest Is directed to make atonement 
against the plague which has already 
started. 

Verse 47. In this verse Is another 
instance of the authority ot Mose&. He 
was even superior to Aaron who was 
High Priest. -It is certainly arrogance 
to beUttle Moses as being ot so I1ttle 
authority that his law is to he ignored 
while at the same time professing to 
keep the law of the Old Testament. 

Verse 48. This Is the orJgin ot the 
expression "between the living and the 
dead," that has been a poeUcal one 

. with public speakers for generations. 
In this case it meant the ones actualJy 
dead, and those not yet affected by the 
plague. Right whUe the plague was 
having its devastating etrect on the 
complainers, the priest was offering 
his services to counteract its fUrther 
progress. Llkew1se, Jesus the High 
Priest ot the Christian profession came 
into the world ot stn and offered his 
services to counteract the deadly ef­
fects ot sin. 

Verses 49. 60. The number slain by 
the plague must not be confused with 
the ones who died at the opening ot 
the earth and the ftre from the Lord. 
These last died of the plague that was 
brought as a punishment for their 
murmuring and their slanderous accu­
sations against Moses and Aaron. It 
was one of the circumstances Paul 
warns about in 1 Cor. 10: 10. When 
people are discontented with their lot 
they sometimes allow themselves to 
give way to extravagant speech and 
say things they would recall afterward 
it' they could. It Is always dangerous 
to object to the arrangement of God 
tor the performance of his systems 
among men. 
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NUMBERS 17 
Verses 1-3. The demonstrations re­

corded tn the precedtng chapter were 
a negaUve proof of the righteouB work 
of Aaron. Now a further and positive 
proof 18 to be effected. In ancient 
Umes a rod, taken trom a tree or other 
natural growth, was used tor many 
purposes. One of them was 8S a token 
of power and 'authority; 8uch as a 
scepter in the hands of a king, or a 
gavel in the bands of a judge. Thus 
in the present test the men to repre­
sent the nation were to provide them­
selves each with a rod. There were 
twelve tribes In the general assembly 
and then an extra tribe, Levi, tor the 
special office of the service. There 
was · to be a man chosen from among 
the princes of the twelve tribes, and 
the thirteenth rod was to have the 
Dame of Aaron written on it, to repre­
sent the t r ibe at Levi. 

Verse •. These rods were to be laid 
up in the Most Holy place, the place 
where the ark was kept and where 
God met with the High Priest. 

Verse 6. Here again Is a specific 
test proposed. A rod cut from a bush 
or tree would not have any power to 
grow over night, especially whlIe de­
tached from all other objects. So the 
Lord proposed this test. 

Verses 6, 7-. The test was agreed to. 
Each of the princes came with a rod 
and gave it to Moses, who placed them 
in the position directed by the Lord. 

Verse 8. A sUght swell1ng of a bud 
that might have been the starting 
for a Umb or twig could have been 
taken as a natural thing, even though 
the rod was cut ott. The demonstra­
tion did not stop there. The rod for 
Aaron produced buds, bloom and fruit. 
This was accompl1sbed over night. 

Verse 9. The test Is to be shown to 
be fair. Bringing out just the rod of 
Aaron could still leave the question 
whether all of the rods had the same 
condition. Thus Moses brought out al1 
ot. the rods, wbich tbey saw and took 
to themselves again. No chance to 
claim anything for tbelr own rods. It 
had turned out just as Moses had pro­
posed before the test was made. The 
decision Is now complete and final. 

Verses 10. 11. Tbe Lord told Moses 
to replace the rod or Aaron in the 
Most Holy place to be kept a! a testi­
mony against the rehel110us ones. 
There are now In tbe ark the three 
articles mentioned by Paul in Beb. 
9: 4. 

Verses 12, 13. This language 8hould 
be considered mQre as a bewaUlng, 
tban as one of murmuring. The people 
are 80 overawed by the events Just 
closing that they give out such expres­
sions or despair. The question of au­
thority is completely settled. 

NUMBERS 18 
Verse 1. B ea.r the m i q'uitll. This 

means they shall be held responsible 
for what is done about the sanctuary. 
Not that the people would be exempt 
from all personal guUt but that these 
persons, being In authority, would be 
held first. 

Verse 2. Here is another instance of 
noting the distinction between the 
tribe of Levi as a whole, and the ,ones 
perta1ning to' Aaron and his sons In 
particular. All were to work together 
in the ministry but the priests , were 
to do that which was directly con,­
nected with the tabernacle exercises. 

Verse 3. The service of the tribe 8S 
a whole was referred to as the service 
of the tabernacle. The actual distinc­
tion was indicated by mentioning the 
vessels. So strict was the Lord on that 
subject that death would be the pen­
alty for orrense. 

Verse 4. When the congregation was 
to march, the Lev1tes were to take 
down the tabernacle. When the march 
was ended at any certain place then 
they were to set It up. Thus the tribe 
furnished the labor necessary to care 
for the buUdlng. A stranger meant 
one outside of this tribe. 

Verse 5. The charge of the sanctu­
ary always meant the service of the 
holy rooms of the tabernacle Including 
the otfering of sacrifices, burning of 
incense, lighting the lamps, applica­
tion of the blood of the sacrifices, etc. 

Verses 6, 7. We should not be im­
patient at the frequent repetition of 
these various instructions. The 1m­
portanance of them cannot be over­
estimated. It is interesting to note 
the basis on wbich the exhortation Is 
made here to the family of Aaron. The 
relation ot the tribe to them in the 
general service of the Lord is repre­
sented as a gift. It Is the same with 
the work of God today. Whlle we 
know we are commanded to serve the 
Lord, yet we should conSider it a great 
prlvUege or favor to serve him. 

Verses 8, 9. The tribe of Levi as a 
whole was supported out at the tithes 
of the other twelve tribes. This In­
cluded all their increase whether of 
the land or the beut.. The tamily ot 
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Aaron was engaged exclusively about 
the service of the vessels or the place. 
Their part of the several Marifiees was 
determined not on a per cent, but on a 
specification of certain parts. For in­
stance, when a beast was to be burned 
on the altar, the breast and shoulder 
were taken away first to be food tor 
the priests. And this ordinance was 
to hold good "tor ever" which means 
to the end of that age. 

Verse 10. The "most holy" place 
here must not be construed to mean 
the second room of the tabernacle. It 
is used only a8 an adjective and per­
tains to the character of the parts of 
the tabernacle as disUngushed from 
other buHdings. 

Verses 11-13. This· Is a Bumming up 
of the statements preceding. The out­
standing idea is tha.t the family of 
Aaron was to have the drat and best 
of aU products. 

Verse 14. Devoted. This Is from 
CHEBEM and defined: "physically (as 
sbuttlng In) a net (eltber UteraUy or 
figuratively); usually a doomed object; 
abstractly. extermination." - Strong. 
In the A.V. the word has been ren­
dered accursed, accursed thing, curse, 
dedlcated thing, devoted. devoted tbing, 
things which should have been utterly 
destroyed, etc. Thus the particular 
application of the definition in any 
given place must be determined by the 
connection. If it Is used with refer­
ence to the favorable relation to God 
the word would have the idea of being 
devoted to him. If with reference to 
some object or person not In favor 
with God, then the word would mean 
destruction. In the verse of this para­
graph, therefore. the word means the 
things intended by the Lord to be can· 
sumed in the services of the taber­
nacle and its related items. 

Verse 15. Openeth fae matrix. This 
refers to the first born, the one that 
first opened the womb of either man 
or beast. God claimed all such. Since 
it was not permitted for the first born 
of man to be either slain or kept apart 
from the rest of their famDies, they 
must be compensated for with Bome 
money. Likewise, the unclean beasts 
would produce their young. They were 
also the Lord's as to ownership. Since 
there was no use tor them in the 
divine service, the owner was to re­
deem or "pay" for them and then they 
could be used In his secular occupa­
tion. 

VerBe 16. The "shekel of the eane­
tuary" means the standard of amount, 

and quality ot money, accepted as legal 
tender in the service of the sanctuary. 

Verse 17. The beasts named here 
were all clean and the kind accepted 
at the altar. It they produced their 
young the owner could not redeem 
them with money. Instead, they must 
be given to the service of the Mcrt· 
flces. That is, the first born at sucb. 

Verse 18. ICertain parts of these 
clean animals were to be the personal 
food tor the priests, such as the breast 
and shoulder. 

Verse 19. Covenant of salt. Salt hall 
the quality of preserving things. When 
used figuratively as it is here, it means 
that the covenant was to be perpetual. 
It has the same idea as the words 
"tor ever" tn that the thing spoken ot 
was to be perpetuated throughout that 
age or Dispensation. 

Verse 20. Since Aaron and famUy 
were to be constantly occupied with 
the service at the tabernacle and the 
vessels thereot, they would have no 
business with geners.! land posseealon. 
as an estate. Their business would be 
to care for the Lord's part. 

Verse 21. The ott mentioned "tithes" 
must not be confused with the pa~ 
ttcular parts of the altar services. such 
as the breast and shoulder. or the 
bulk of the grain of the meat (meal) 
otteringe. The latter was a special 
provision for the priests and to be 
used. by them as food for the body. 
The tribe of Levi as a whole was to 
get support from the congregation by 
receiving a tenth ot everything pro­
duced by all the other twelve tribes. 
This gave the one tribe some advan· 
tage financially. For if each trIbe was 
to surrender one tenth of all its in· 
come that would leave it only nine 
tenths for its own support. Since 
twelve tribes contributed this propor­
tion that would make twelve tenths 
for the benefit of the Levttes. How· 
ever, this advantage mfght not be as 
great as at first thought, for the actual 
number at each tribe would affect it. 

Verses 22-24. There is nothing addi­
tional in this paragraph. The warning 
cannot be repeated too otten about the 
tribes "outside" that of Levi ventura 
Ing near the tabernacle. It would 
mean severe punishment from the 
Lord. 

Verses 26, 26. The Levit .. , although 
engaged constantly and exclusively in 
the work of the tabernacle, were not 
exempted from the duty of tUhlng. 
Out of the tithe which they received 
tram the other tribes they were to give 
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also a tenth to the U>rd. Paul in 1 
Cor. 9: 14 says those who preach the 
Gospel shall live ot it and prefaced 
his statement by reference to the ser~ 
vice under the tabe rnacle system. No 
one thinks this exempts the preachers 
from the duty of making contributions 
t o the work ot the Lord. 

Verse 27. This verse means that 
when the Levacs contributed their 
tenth to the Lord, it was considered 
the same as it they had produced 
the materials from their own property 
even though it bad actually been given 
to them. 

Verse 28. In this verse we see that 
giving to the Lord was the same as 
giving to the priest. That was because 
the priest was engaged exclusively in 
the service of God. 

Verse 29. They must give the "best" 
of the things. This 'Would include the 
tat or choicest part of the beasts, 
whether from the standpoint at its 
use in sacrifice or as an article of 
food for the priest. 

Verse 30. The thought here Is the 
same as in verse 27 above. 

Verse 31. ThIs means tbat In every 
place or occasion they had of eating 
this, it was on the basis of its being 
their reward for their service of the 
tabernacle. 

Verse 32. Although the priest had 
the right to this part of the sacrifices 
a8 his food, yet be must not use it if 
in a state of uncleanneSs. In other 
words, the particular privilege ot par­
taking of this certain portion of the 
sacrifices did not excuse him tram the 
obligation ot beIng clean under the 
reqUirements or the law. 

NUMBERS 19 
Verses 1. 2. This chapter gives the 

formula for the water of puri1lcation 
used under the Mosaic system, and 
referred to in the other parts of the 
Bible. The carcass of a red heiter 
without blemish was to be selected 
for this ordinance. It must be one 
that had never been used in physical 
seJ'vice. 

Verse 3. This animal was turned 
lweI' to the priest and it was taken 
out and slain "without the camp." 
Jesus was slain outside the gate. 
(Heb. 13: 11). 

Verse 4. Some of the blood of thIs 
animal was sprinkled "directly before 
the tabernacle." Jesus offered his 
blood as a cleanser before God. (Heb. 
9: 12). 

Verses 5-8. The enUre animal was 
burned together . with certain articles 
such as cedar wood and material of a. 
scarlet color (corresponding with 
blood) and the enUre lot was to be 
burned into asbes. The person per­
forming thIs service was placed under 
strict orders as to bis state of cleanli­
ness. That ts, he must observe aU the 
rules previously set down in the law 
pertaining to such formalities. 

Verse 9. When the materials abore· 
mentioned had been reduced to ashes, 
a man who was clean was to gather 
them and put them In a clean place, 
but on the outside of the camp; to be 
used In connection with the water of 
purification. The formula and uses 
thereof will appear in other verses of 
this chapter. 

Verse 10. To "be unclean" Is to be 
understood as a formaUty under that 
system that was made up so much 
of formalities. The whole restriction 
was for the purpose ot impressing the 
people with the importance of the 
ordinance. 

Verses 11, 12. Touehlng" dead body 
was considered as causing unclean­
ness. The period of this formal un· 
cleanness was seven days. Such pe­
riods would not terminate the seventh 
day, unless certain ceremonies were 
observed. Those required that he begin 
the third day atter contamination by 
using thls water of purIOc.ation. It be 
does so, then on the seventh day after 
contact he would be considered clean. 
It he had not begun his ceremony at 
cleansing by using the water the third 
day. he would not be clean on the 
seventh day. He would have to start 
all over again. . 

Verse 13. There Ie nothtng neces­
sarily sinful in touching a dead body. 
Therefore, if a man does so he may 
make it right by using the water of 
purifica.tion. Should he neglect to a.t­
tend to the formality and yet pre­
sume to act in the tabernacle service 
he would be condemned to die. 

Verse U. This plainly indicates 
that the various regulations under the 
law as to uncleanness In connection 
with dead bodies were ceremonial and 
not actual. We know that merely 
coming into a tent where a man had 
died would not defile one. This was 
a law of education for the world as 
well as one tor the immediate ac­
tivities of that natioD. The human 
family must learn the lesson of divine 
authoritY. When God deelares " thing 
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to be such and such, we are to respect 
1t and act accordingly. 

Verses 15, 16. This paragraph is 
only repetition ot the various arbi­
trary formalities under the law, that 
have already been considered. 

Verse 17. This verse completes the 
formula of the water of purification 
referred to above and in other places 
in the scriptures. Running water 
means "Uving" water. Not necessarily 
running as to motion, but water that 
W~ clean and tresh, as against being 
stagnant and stale. Such kind of water 
was selected and the ashes of the fore­
going burning were to be mixed with 
this fresh water. This solution was 
the formula for the water of purifica­
tion. It was in view of this mixture 
that Paul uses the term "pure water," 
in Reb. 10; 22. He does not bave any 
reference to the sanitary state of the 
water at time of baptism. It was water 
simply, not water mixed with' certain 
materials such as the ashes in the 
water of purification under the Mosaic 
8ystem. 

Verse 18. Hyssop was a variety of 
cedar and noted for its aromatic scent. 
It could be used as a brush to dash 
the fluids used on any occasion. In 
the case now being considered it was 
dlp()ed In this water of purification 
and dashed on the objects. 

Verse 19. The attention to the third 
and seventh day js explained in 12 
above. 

Verse 20. Provision for the use of 
this water was made clearly known to 
tbem and the man who disobeyed 
would _ be subject to death. 

Verses 21, 22. "Until even" is an­
other indication tbat the uncleanness 
being spoken ot under this law was 
formal or ceremonial, and not literal. 

NUMBERS 20 
Verse 1. The locatlon of Kadesb or 

Kadesb - barnea is somewhat indefi­
nitely pointed out in the geography 
and history ot those times. In general 
we are sure that the people are in the 
last stages of their wandering for the 
deaths of MirIam and Aaron Bre soon 
to be recorded. 

Verses 2·5. This is another of the ta­
mous murmurings ot the children at Is­
rael. It is again tor water. Once betore, 
they made the same complaint re­
corded in Ex. 17. On that occasion 
they were In the beginning of tbeir 
wandering while tbis time they are 
nearing its end. Tbe means UBed by. 

the Lord at tbe former Ume was dltter~ 
ent from those used this time, as we 
wlll see below. 

Verse 6. It is significant that both 
Moses and Aaron went to the taber­
nacle to prostrate themselves before 
the Lord. That would mean that both 
of them realized the need for relying 
on divine help, which thus contra,.. 
dieted their conduct later. 

Verses 7, 8. This is the pa.saage 
made famous by public speakers, but 
which 1s 80 generally misused. It 1s 
true that the Lord commanded that 
Moses "speak" unto the rock. A rock 
is an inanimate object and thus not 
subject to language intelligently. The 
word is used in the sense of subduing 
or taking charge ot the rock. but to do 
so by the torm of language that would 
be heard by the people. In other words. 
he was not to use any physical action 
on this occasion, but was to make it 
known to the people that bere was to 
be another occasion where the Lord 
would supply their needs by means ot 
this rock. 

Verses 9, 10. Even to the end at this 
noted . passage Moses has not yet per­
formed the act that many speakers so 
otten enlarge upon in their eagerness 
to have some instance t9 furnish them 
with an item ot theorizing. Moses was 
commanded to take up the rod which 
he did. But the mere fact ot holding 
the rod was a symbol of authority re­
gardless of the particular use he 
should make of it. Let it be observed 
here that both Moses and Aaron acted 
in gathering the congregation to this 
place. In keeping with orderly man­
ner, only Moses did the speaJdng while 
Aaron listened and sponsored. The 
offending circumstance in this whole 
transaction was the use of the word 
"we." The plural pronoun Is what 
brings Aaron into the event on equal 
terms of guilt. The use of the llrst 
person pronoun deprived God ot the 
credit that was due him tor the mir­
acle about to be done. That such was 
the basis of all the charges made 
against him in connection herewith is 
evident from Paa. 106: 33. It was wbat 
he said that was the cause of the COD­
demnation and not the act at smiting 
the rock. This is further evident trom 
the tact that Aaron was included in 
the guilt and had to die outside of 
Canaan for the same sin as Moses. yet 
only Moses smote the rock. 

Verse 11. It was after all the per­
formances ot the previous paragraph, 
wl,lich was the cause or God's dis-
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pleasure, that the physical act ot smit­
ing the rock took place. This shows 
that the act here was not the basis or 
the great downfall of Moses as to hiS 
privilege of entering the land ot Ca­
naan. He smote the rock twice. and 
the supply of water was abundant for 
the - needs of the people and their 
beasts, This is a speciflc instance 
where the desired result was obtained. 
yet in direct opposition to the pleasure 
of the Lord. One of the most popular 
theories in the world Is that Uthe end 
justifies the meaDS," That it the re­
sult of any experiment is good then 
the means used to get that result 
must be considered lawful. The cir­
cumstance now under our considera­
tion disproves that theory. The result 
was good. It saved a congregation and 
the beasts from death. Yet the guilty 
actors were condemned sorely. Men to­
day may form their own plans for 
benefitting mankInd. They may brIng 
to them some real good by their human 
institUtions. While the people may 
obtain some benefit from the transac­
tions, God will reJ~ct the ones respon­
sible for the unscflPtural means. 

Verse 12. The language of this-verse 
Is wholly conclUSive that both Moses 
and AaTon are guilty aUke. Their 
guilt is described as unbelier. The sIn 
ot un bellet can be manifested by tail­
ure to a:fllrm faith in God just as 
surely as it would be by specifically 
denying his power. Since Moses and 
Aaron said "we" were the ones to 
bring this water from the rock, that 
ruled God out of the credit. To sanc­
tify God in the sense used here meant 
to set him apart before the people as 
the one who was to bring about the 
result about to be seen. For this sin 
both brothers will be denied the privi­
lege of entering the land of Canaan. 

Verse 13. Many proper nouns in the 
scripture were given descriptive mean­
ings. The name "Meribah" means 
"quarrel," used in this Instance be­
cause the people strove or quarreled 
with Moses and Aaron. The passage 
says they strove with the Lord. That 
is the truth of course, but it is inter­
preted as being against the Lord when 
people oppose the Lord's constituted 
servants baving cbarge of the Lord's 
work. The last sentence of the verse Is 
explained by the fact that In spite of 
the selt'·praise of Moaea and Aaron, the 
Lord actually caused water to come 
from the rock in the sight ot the peo­
ple. They would then reaUze God as 
being the one who gave them their 

great rellet. In this way he was "sanc­
tified in them." (The poople.) 

Verse 14. We have Been at the be­
ginning of this chapter that the COD­
gregation bas arrived tn the region at 
Kadesb. which is variously described 
as to exact location. Its general site 
indicated that the land of the Edomites 
is near them and they are about to 
journey that way. We know that the 
Edomites occupied. the country soutb 
of the Moabltei:\. So that the Edomites 
were north and east of the Dead Sea 
just east of the wilderness of Zin. 
The address of "brother" which Moses 
uses with the king of Edam is In ref· 
erenee to the origin of the Edomites. 
They were of Esau who was phYSical 
brother to Jacob, the ancestor of the 
Israelites. 00 the supposed friendship 
that existed through this relationship 
Moses makes his plea to follow. 

Verses 15, 16. He further prefaces 
his plea. with a brief account of their 
maoy trials and other experiences, ex­
pecting that it would enlist sympathy 
and favor. 

Verse 17. A group of people includ· 
ing many armed men would ordinarily 
be looked upon as invaders by any na­
tion into which they entered. Recog· 
nizing this, Moses gives assurance that 
the sovereignty of the country ot Edom 
will be solemnly observed and re­
spected. A tew of the areas were to 

. be exempted from the general posses­
sion ot the chlldren ot Israel. The 
land of Edom was one of such, based 
on the fact ot the near relationship. 
Thus it was necessary to obtain per­
mission from the king ot Edam before 
passing through his country. 

Verses 18·21. The king of Edom 
turned down the plea of Moses. He 
made further promises of peaceful 
march through the land but still the 
king of Edam refused and threatened 
to resist him with the sword. In thus 
opposing the descendants of Jacob, the 
descendants of Esau fulfilled the pre· 
diction of l&aac in Geo. 27: 40. 

Verse 22. Mount Hor is north of 
Seir, the principal mountain of the 
people of the Edomitea, and outside 
their country. This Is enroute to the 
expected end of their wandering but 
will avoid going through the Edomite 
country. 

Verses 23, 24. Addressing the two 
brothers God reminds them that "ye" 
had rebelled against him at Meribah. 
At present only Aaron Is to receive 
his punishment. The Lord st111 has 
need for the services of Moses and 
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thus be will be conUnued In the work 
for a wblle. 

Verse 25. Both Aaron and his son 
aTe to be taken to the top of the mount. 
This is because the one Is to take the 
place of the other. 

Verse 26. The law bad directed that 
the garments of the priest were to 
descend to his son. (Ex. 29: 30.) That 
was why the present command. 

Verse 27. Exchange of clothIng tor 
the priest was made; they went to the 
top at Mount Hor. The people beheld 
the action. 

Verse 28. In the top of the mount 
selected by the Lord for the sad occa­
sion, the priesthood passed from father 
to Bon according to the law. Then 
Aaron was caused to die for bJ8 sin 
of unbelief at the rock. 

Verse 29. The abltrary period of 
thirty days for the mourning shows 
that it was a formality and not a con· 
dltion of sorrow in their minds. It is 
sometimes asked if the various exer­
cises done at funerals are right. Of 
course all things can be abused. We 
bave various indications that in olden 
Urnes the people went through some 
form of ceremony at the occasion of 
death of a friend. Aaron had been 
with them for forty years and his ser­
vices had been leaned upon. Now he 
is taken from them. It is true that 
genuine sorrow was present, which 
prompted the period of mourntng, but 
it was carried out in accordance with 
some kind of formallty. 

NUMBERS 21 
Verse 1. The spies had been through 

the territory of this king 38 years be­
fore. Now he hears that they are there 
in vast numbers and prepares to op­
pose them. This be does and succeeds 
in taking some of them prisoners. 

Verses 2, 3. In thts instance we have 
a concrete example of the ordinance 
recorded in Lev. 27: 29. The Israelites 
vowed these Canaanites to destruction 
upon condition of thetr success. The 
Lord grnnted the condition and then 
the complete defeat of the foe was car­
ried out according to their vow_ 

Verse 4. Mention of the Red Sea 
here. takes the explanation a1ready 
made at chapter 14: 25, whIch the 
reader should see. The congregation 
left Mount Hal' and traveled on by this 
arm of the water and then went round 
(compaS5ed) the land of Edam. This 
longer route was necessary In order 
to avoid conflict witb that hostile peo-

pIe. (20: 1(.21.) The people were dIs, 
couraged because of having to take 
this way and gave vent to their feel· 
Ings in murmuring. 

Verse 5. This was the last recorded 
murmuring at the people referred to 
in the scriptures. The statement was 
made previously that when this place 
was reached in the work we are now 
doing. a chain of the various murmur· 
ings would be given the reader, where­
by be might trace out all the instances 
by use of the chain. The first instance 
will be cited, then from that - to the 
next and then the next and so on to 
the last one (the present verse), and 
then back to the first ThIs sort ot 
endless chain at references will en· 
able the reader to locate any of the 
occasions ot the murmurlngs he Is 
specifically interested tn. Here they 
are: Ex. 5: 20, 21; 14: 11, 12; 15: 24: 
16: 2, 3; 17: 3; Num. 11 : 1; 11 : 4, 5; 
14 : 1-4; 16: 41; 20: 2-5; 21: 5; Ex. 6: 
20, 21. 

Verse 6. As punishment for tbis 
murmuring the Lord sent fiery ser­
pents among the people. This is r~­
ferred to by Paulin 1 Cor. 10: 9. 

Verse 7. The people now are repen­
tant. Note the Significant statement 
that they had sInned against both the 
Lord and Moses. They understood that 
when they opposed God's chosen per­
son of authority it Is the same as hav­
ing opposed him. They then ask Moses 
to pray for them which he did. Again 
we see the oftlce of mediator. 

Verses 8, 9. In this place we have 
another instance where the Lord sees 
fit to use some visible means in con­
nection with hIs miracle while bring­
ing about the desired result. It should 
be observed that the means used had 
no logical or physical bearing on the 
thing to be accomplished. The conclu­
sion would be that, atter aU, the whole 
transaction was the work of God and 
thus should strengthen the faith. Any 
person would know that looking at a 
thing of brass could have no etrect on 
one who had been bitten with a poi­
sonous snake. The Lord did the work 
of cure. He would not have done so 
had the people not had faith enough 
in him to obeY and look at the object 
raised upon the pole. The lifting u p 
of this serpent on the pole was a type 
of Christ, who was to be lifted up on 
the cross. (John 3: 14, 15.) 

Verses 10-13. This paragraph puts 
down some ot the stops the children of 
Israel made In their further journey 
tow~rd the final goal. It brings them. 
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to the border ot the land of Moab 
where such noted experiences are des­
tined to be had. 

Verse 14. This verse Is a general 
citation of the records that were being 
made ot the actions ot the people of 
the Lord. It is mentioned bere to In­
dicate the fact that such events were 
well established. There are numerous 
places In the Bible where a statement 
will be mad~ and then reference cited 
to SODle corroborative record. 

Verses 15, 16. A simple association 
of their movements now, with a former 
instance In their experiences wIth the 
Lord at a time of need. 

Verses 17, 18. On different occasions 
of prosperity the children of Israel 
would express their sentiments by sjng­
tng a Bong. This they did 800n after 
crossing the Red Sea. (Ex. 15 : 1,) 
The sad thing about it is that they so 
often forgot the goodness of the Lord 
and went lUsting for other experiences. 

Verses 19, 20. The congregation Is 
'getting nearer and nearer theIr goal. 
They are now in the region of Pisgah 
which will figure prominently wIth 
them before long. 

Verses 21, 22. Before proceedIng fur­
ther into outside territory they make 
application for permission to pass. 
Assurances or peaceable conduct are 
made to Sihon, the king ot the terri­
tory. 

Verse 23. Not only did Sthon refuse 
the permIssion asked for, but mObil­
ized h is people and made an attack 
upon the children of Israel. He thus 
became the aggressor. 

Verse 24. The general conduct ot 
the nation of the Israelites was that 
of defence since the land had been 
gIven to them at the time ot Abraham 
their ancestor. Now in the specific 
case at hand, the battle is even locally 
one of detence. 

Verse 25. The success ot the Israel­
ites is indicated by the fact that they 
not only defeated the enemy on the 
battlefield, but also occupied hie ciUes. 

Verses 26-28. These heathen peoples 
had previously been at war with each 
other. Now. the former victors have 
become captives. 

Verses 29, 30. Israel rejoices In vic. 
tory over these people who had con­
quered over others before this. To be 
able to deteat a champion Is better 
than Victory over ordinary foes. 

Verses 31, 32. "Amorltes" was the 
name ot a specUic people, but they 

were so outstanding in their iniquity 
that the term came to be used to indl. 
cate wicked people In general. See 
Gen. 15 : 16 and comments at that 
place. Thus we have the Amorites 
mentioned twice tn this paragraph. 

Verses aa-35. A noted heathen king 
Is here encountered, Og ot Baaban. 
But the Lord gives Moses assurance 
of victory which came accordingly. 
The victory was 80 complete that no 
one was left for the opposing king. 

NUMBERS 22 
Verse 1. The Israelites have now 

arrived at a very noted place In their 
journeys. A glance at the map wUl 
show the exact location since it Is op. 
posite Jericho. This area In general 
Is occupied DOW by the Moabl tes and 
the Jordan river fiows between it and 
the land ot Canaan. The children of 
Israel will be In tbls same locality 
practically all the time untn they 
cross over. 

Verse 2. Balak was the king of the 
Moabltes at thIs time. He had learned 
all about the success of the children 
of Israel against the Amorites as the 
report of their operations had pre­
ceded them. (Josh. 2: 10.) 

Verse 3. The great numbers ot the 
people caused the Moabltes to dread 
their presence and determined them to 
attempt SOme kind of detence. 

Verse 4. The Midlanltes occupied 
the terri tory Just south ot the Moa. 
bites and were on friendly terms with 
them. The ancestry of the two Deopies 
made them akin in blood as well as in 
mutual hostility to the pure stock of 
Abraham's descendants. The Midtan­
ites sprang from one of the 80DS of 
Abraham by his second wife and the 
l\foabltes came trom a son ot Lot. 
nephew ot Abraham. WhHe each of 
these groups had the blood ot Abra­
ham, yet as a people they were con. 
side red aliens from the direct Une. In 
the situation of distress surrounding 
Moab they confer with Midianltes. 

Verse 6. This verse is worded as 
if it was only the king of Moab who 
sent to Balaam. But verse 7 shows 
that atter conferring with the Midlan­
ites they both agreed to oppose the 
operaUons of tbe Israelites. Accordtng 
to Josephus ( 4-6-2) Balaam was a 
prophet of tbe true God, who had h&­
come corrupt and mixed his prophecies 
with the arts of sorcery and other 
means of deception. The same idea is 
held by the Schart-Herzog Encyclo­
pedia. I shall Quote a few words from 

'1 
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thiB work: "Balak • • • called upon 
Balaam, who bad a great reputation 
in the East as a. Borcerer and prophet. 
and who withal was a worshiper of the 
God of the Israelites, to curse them, 
thinking that the curse of a fellow­
worshipper would be more efflcaclous 
than that of a heathen • • • Balaam 
waa a bad man, though a true prophet. 
He had' no sincere convictions of the 
superiority of Jehovah. He followed 
him because It suited his interesta."­
Article, Balaam. Both these citations 
to the secular history agree with what 
we can learn from the Bible. We know 
that Balaam knew something about 
the true God although he could not 
have learned it from the Israelites. He 
Uved In Mesopotamia while the Israel­
ites have just now come into the re­
gion of Moab and have hitherto been 
fa.rther away than that. But we w1l1 
remember that the Patriarchal DIspen­
sation is and haa been in force and 
there have been Borne individuals all 
along who paid some aUention to God 
through that system. In fact, !bis very 
region where Balaam lived Is the same 
from where the father of the great 
na.tion of Israel came. So it is alto­
gether clear why Balaam could be 
classed among the prophets of God. 
And yet also, that he would have be­
come so corrupted through his per­
sonal ambitions as to take on the 
superstitions or sorcery and divination 
that we know God's people: were so 
often corrupted with. 

Verse 6. Balaam had acquired the 
roputation or being able to pronounce 
either a curse or blessing and that 
such would come to pa88. A sooth­
sayer or sorcerer often d~etved the 
people In some way and caused them 
to attribute the unusual circumstance 
to the prophet. With this opinion of 
Balaam the king of Moab sends for 
him and otters an inducement in the 
form of a compliment tor his abllity to 
accomplish his schemes. 

Verse 7. Some elders of both the 
Midianites and Moabites were selected 
to form the commission to Balaam. 
Rewards 01 atvinati.on. This refers to 
the payment they would otter to Ba­
laam for his services. They arrive at 
the home of Balaam and relate to him 
their mission and the words of Balak. 

Verse 8. Balaam would not give 
them an immediate answer but told 
them to prepare to lodge with him 
over night and he would see what the 
Lord had to say about it. The men 
agreed to this and lodged with him. 

Verses 9-11. Sometime In the night 
God spoke to Balaam. He asked him 
8S ' to the men lodged with him, and 
their mission. Balaam gave the Lord 
a true report. 

Verse 12. The Lord then forbade 
him to go with the people. He must 
not curse the Israelites because they 
were a blessed nation. 

Verse 13. Balaam was true to God 
a.t this time and refused the elders 
thetr request. 

Verse 14. The princes, or elders, at 
Moab then departed for their home 
land. They reported their failure to 
their king. 

Verse 15. Baiak persists in hie de­
Sign. He thinks to overcome the re­
fusal of the prophet by increasing the 
gifts; also by the presentation through 
men of higher rank than the ones sent 
on the tirst misSion. 

Verses 16, 17. The commission ar­
rived at Balaam's home and delivered 
their new proposition. They assured 
the prophet that their king would pro­
mote him to great honor if he would 
come and curse the people. This was 
supposed to be a strong inducement 
and perhaps it would have been, had 
the Lord not interfered in the matter. 

Verse 18. All the otters made to 
Balaam could not alter his determina­
tion to be obedient to God as he pro­
fesses. He states that he cannot go 
beyond the word of the Lord. That 
was a true statement but not exactly 
in the way he pretended. 

Verse 19. He does not close the con­
versations abruptly. He bids. them re­
main with him over night again, and 
see it the Lord will change his decree 
in the case. They agree to this and 
now we find them lodged with Balaam 
for another night. 

Verse 20. God did say something 
"more" to Balaam that night. It is 
important to note carefully the proviso 
which the Lord placed under the order 
to go with the men. That was, "tt the 
men come to caU thee." That would 
mean that the men might become so 
eagt:!r to see the wish of their king 
succeed that they would not wait Ull 
morning but would come to him in his 
slumber and Insist on his going with 
them. If that takes place, then he 
might go. Even it that were to happen, 
he must still not say anything dittor­
ent from what the Lord directs him 
to say. 

Veree 21. The princes did not come 
to him before morning. Instead, it was 
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Balaam who was not willing to wait 
until morning. He omitted the condi­
tion which the Lord bad connected. 
with hts going, and prepared for the 
journey. He thus took it upon him­
self to go with the princes of Midian 
and Moab. 

Verse 22. God's anger was kindled 
against Balaarn. He bad not waited 
for the men to come to him as was 
told him. He seemed so eager to com­
ply with the request or the king or 
Moab that he jumped over the proviso 
in the case and went on his own au­
thority. One meaning of "adversary" 
is "opponent." It means one who op­
poses the action of another. God 8ome­
times uses angels for this purpose as 
well as for a favorable one. The whole 
setup was miraculous. God 18 able to 
complicate a miracle in the manner 
that Butts his aims. 

Verses 23·27. The angels of God 
would ordinarily be invisible to elther 
man or beast. Divine power does not 
halt at the greatness of a miracle. 
Thus, not only is the ass enabled to 
see the angel, but God manages it so 
that Balaam does not. The angel is 
here with a sword, and has it "drawn," 
which means that it presented a threat­
ening appearance so that the beast was 
frightened. It endeavored to avoid the 
angel by turning from one way to an­
other. BaJaam tried to force hie beast 
Into the desired way by striking her 
with his staff. There was a path lead­
ing to a vineyard and hedged on each 
side with a wall. The angel stood in 
this place. The space was too narrow 
for the ass to avoid the sword by turn­
ing to one side. Neither did she dare 
go onward. In the panic of fear that 
overcame the beast, she thrust herself 
and rider agaInst the wall in such a 
manner that It crushed Balaam's foot. 
Going sUll further the angel selected 
a narrower place that made it impos­
sible to even try to turn to one side. 
Rather than face the angel the beast 
fell down under the rider. By this 
time the anger ot Balaam arOse and he 
smote the ass with a staff. One of the 
strange things about this circumstance 
is that Balaam went through all these 
detaUs of his experience and did not 
seem to suspect that anything special 
was causing the actions at the beast. 
No animal naturally performs as this 
one has been doing. and he should 
have at least thought of some cause 
unusual as' being the explanation. But 
when a human being is bent on doing 
his own will he is often so bUnded by 
perversity that all evidences of rebuke 

escape him. It was so with Balaam 
in this case. 

Verse 28. This Is not the first time 
that a dumb brute was made to talk 
with man's speech. The serpent in 
the garden was one other Instance. It 
will not be confusing to us when we 
recall the powers of the Lord In con­
trolling the things he has made. Here 
the beast Is made to ask an accusing 
question. And it Is another illustra­
tion of Hob. 1: 1. In that formative 
period ot the world's history God uses 
various means In carrying out his pur­
poses, that he wnt abandon later. 

Ver.. 29. 81m blinded with pel"' 
versity and anger, Balaam wishes for 
a sword by which to slay his faithful 
beast. Had she not done 8S recorded. 
it would have meant the death ot her 
master. Yet he Is minded to slay her. 
This, too, after she has spoken to him 
with man's speech and thus demon­
strated that something entirely out of 
the ordinary Is happening. 

Verse SO. The question the ass put 
to Balaam was to the same ertect as 
expressed in the verses above. After 
reminding Bal •• m th.t she had been 
serving blm ever since he owned her 
she then asked if she had ever been 
accustomed to refUse serving him. He 
had to admit that sbe had not. But 
stUi he Is 80 blinded that the unusual 
situation has not brought blm to his 
senses. 

Verse SI. Now another miracle is 
performed, this time on Balaam. He Is 
made able to see the angel with the 
drawn sword. At this he falls down 
fiat in a prone attitude of reverence 
and submission as was the custom in 
the East 

Verse 32. In this verse the state­
ment Is made that the way of Bala.am 
was perverse unto the angel of the 
Lord. The word perverse means COD­
trary. That certainly Is a proper de­
scription of the actions ot this man. 
Whlle the Lord Is going to sufter him 
to proceed In the -journey, he deems it 
necessary to give him this chastise­
ment. 

Verse 33. The angel now intormed 
Balaam that his Ufe was saved by tbe 
actions of bis beast; the animal at 
which he was just now 80 enraged. 

VersB af. Another strange demon­
stration of how 8. man's perversity can 
blind him. After all that has been 
going on Balaam now says, "if It dis­
please thee," etc. He should have con­
cluded belore this as to whether his 
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way was pleasing to the Lord. Now 
he proposes turning back it 80 directed. 

Verse 35, Balaam Is now Informed 
thal he was not dealt tbis experience 
in order to turn him back. Instead, 
he is directed to go on in his journey 
toward the chosen goal. A restriction 
was placed over him and that was that 
be was to speak only what the Lord 
told him to speak. Such statement 
indicates to us that Balaam Is to be 
inspired in the forthcoming speeches. 
This also will not be the only time 
such a thing takes place. God used 
the woman of Endor, to chastise Saul, 
even though she was an evil person. 
He uses characters that are adapted to 
the service he wishes to bave. 

Verses 36, 37. Upon hearing that 
Balaam bad come, Balak went out to 
meet him. This was according to the 
rUle at courtesy. Besides, Balak was 
very much interested a:nd seemed to 
think that the conduct ot Balaam 
would be according to bls own de­
Cision, regardless ot wbat the Lord 
would have to do in the matter. Meet· 
ing Balaam he gives him a mild re­
buke for hesitating to come to him. 
He then reminded hh;n of his ability 
to promote him to honor. This evi­
dently was a bribe in advance. 

Verses 38-40. The king of the Moa· 
bitee was then informed that the 
prophet could not go beyond the word 
of the Lord in his speecbes. Proceed­
ing on, they came to a ctty. Now if 
it Ie the Lord who must be pleased 
in this transaction it migbt be well to 
get him In a pleased mood. So Balak 
made an animal sacrifice of large 
beasts and informed Balaam of his ac­
tion and invited Balak and his princes. 

Verse 41. Since the prophet is ex­
pected to pronounce a curse upon the 
peoPle of whom Balak Is afraid, it 
would be in order for him to see them 
in their entirety. Perhaps when he 
sees how strong they are, and thus, 
how great a menace they are, he will 
be impressed to pronounce a fitting 
curse upon them. 

NUMBERS 23 
Verse 1. It should never be for­

gotten that the Patriarchal Dispensa­
tion was still in force at the time of 
which we are reading. All men, more 
or less, know what the major item 
was, ot that practice, and that altars 
and sacrifices would be requIred. In 
figurative language seven is a Signal 
of completeness. Balaam wishes to 
after a complete service to God in pre­
Umtnary operations for tbe speech 

he wants to make. In ihe work at 
making this preparation he directs 
Balak to do the work. 

Verse 2. Balak gladly did a8 Balaam 
had requested and each ot them offered 
sacrifices on the altars. 

Verse 3. Balak was told to stand by. 
holding watch over the offering, while 
the prophet went to have prlvate con­
sultation with the Lord. He Is again 
given to understand that whatever 
God commands him to speak that is 
what w1ll be said. 

Verse 4. God met Balaam and was 
informed by him that seven altars had 
been prepared and sacrifices ,offered on 
each ot them. This again in the way 
of placating the Lord. 

Verse 5. It must not be overlooked, 
that the inspired writer Ie telling 
us that the Lord put the words In 
Balaam's mouth. That proves that he 
was inspired here. 

Verse 6. Upon his return to the 
altar he found Balak and the princes 
in wai ting, expecting to hear a dis­
course ot cursing against the enemy. 

Verse 7. "Parable" as used here is 
trom a word meaning some kind of 
lllustratlon, not necessarily an item 
by Item comparison, as we would or­
dinarHy think of a parable. It Is to 
be a figurative speech, but mixed with 
some Uteral truth. Since it will be 
inspired we may expect It to be im­
portant. 

Verses 8-10. This is Balaam's first 
speech. He cannot curse those whom 
God does not curse. Not that it 
would be literally impossible for him 
to go against the Lord's will, but as a 
prophet, he cannot do so. He then 
turned his speech into prophecy and 
declared that the people should "dwell 
alone." This referred to the residence 
of the children of Israel in Canaan 
and that was to come very soon. Such 
prediction would necessarily mean that 
the desired curse would not be forth­
coming now. The speech closes with 
one ot the most beautiful expl'essions 
of faith in God, and of the solemnity 
of preparing for the next life, that we 
have anywhere. No one but an in­
spired man would have uttered such 
wondertul words. 

Verse 11. Of course Balak was dis­
pleased witb this speech. It was dis~ 
pleasing to him from two standpoints. 
It not only did not curse Israel but 
instead It blessed. 

Verse 12. The previous noUce was 
again made to Balak that Balsam 



250 Numbers 23: 13-24: 11 

would have to apeak just what the 
Lord bade him speak. 

Verse 13. Balak imagines that Balaam 
bas been overawed by the immensitY 
of tbe multitude and that perhaps it 
be ehould see only a part of them be 
might despise them and thus be in­
fluenced to pronounce a curse upon 
them. He was still forgetting that 
Balaam was not saying what he per­
sonally would have liked, but was 
bound under the word of the Lord. 
Now he thinks to try the opposite at 
what he had in mind the first time. 
Then he thought to obtain bis desired 
curse from BaIaam under the influence 
at bis being overawed by the sIze ot 
the crowd. But that faHed. and now 
he thinks to try the experiment of 
arousing his contempt for the group, 
and thus be dispoMld to curse. 

Verses 14, 15. The seven altars and 
sacrlfices were prepared again and in 
course of the oUering, Balaam steps 
aside to consult with God. 

Verse 16. As before, let it be noted 
that the Lord put the word in tbe 
mouth at Balaam, 80 that what he say8 
wlll be Inspiration. 

Verse 17. Balak is faithful to his 
personal duty assigned to him in this 
program attempted by Balaam. Upon 
the return of the prophet he is asked 
to report; 

Verses 18·24. This is the second 
speech and in abbreviated torm, was 
a summons, first. for Balak to rise U1) 
and give ear. God does not Ue, neither 
does he repent as man repents. God 
repents all right. but not as man docs. 
When man repents he changes his 
Will. When God repents he wUls a 
change. God wIll make good what 
he speaks. Balaam had been earn· 
manded to bless and therefore cannot 
curse. Israel as a people has been 
beheld by the Lord for good and he is 
with them. Their great deliverance 
from' Egypt was referred to, which is 
a very Significant circumstance. The 
unicorn of the Bible was a. fabulous 
anima} SUPPosed to possess g)'eat 
strength and referred to as a symbol 
of strength. The word "enchantment" 
in verse 23 means magic, or any other 
supposed superhuman spell. The word 
~'against" is not in the original. The 
marginal gives the word "in" instead 
of this other word and the context 
both in word and thought will support 
that wording. The wisdom that is 
manifested. in Israel Is not from the 
source of enchantment; instead, it is 
from God. Hence the expression, "what 
hath God wrought!.. It was God who 

did it and not Israel through some 
power of magic. Final victory over the 
foe, is the close of the speech. 

Verses 26. 26. In a ftourish of des­
pair Balak makes as if be would drop 
the matter now. But Salaam again 
assures him of his inablUty to go con­
trary to the word of God. 

Verses 27-30. This paragraph shows 
that Balak was giving way to rash­
ness in his last remarks to Balaam for 
he now made one more attempt to get 
things in shape that perhaps the Lord 
would favor the scheme now being at· 
tempted by him and Balaam. The 
same preparation of the seven altars 
and sacrifices was made as before. 

NUMBERS 24 
Verse 1. Balaam Is now convinced 

that God will continue to have Israel 
blessed. On this conclusion the verse 
says that he did not seek enchant­
ments as before. That statement 1s 
evidence that no enchantments can 
prevail against the wishes of the Lord. 
Neither did he go again with the hope 
of obtaining any encouragement from 
God. Instead, he went toward the 
wilderness. 

Verse 2. In this pOSition Balaam 
was given a view of Israel in camp 
formation in their tents. Again the 
"spirit of God came upon him." We 
cannot be too insistent on the idea 
that these speeches ot Balaam were 
inspired. 

Verses 3-9. This paragraph was the 
third speech. The words "into a 
trance," in verse 4 are not in the 
original. The text should read simply 
"falling," and "having bis eyes open." 
In other words, God wants Balaam to 
be lnspired and at the same time have 
his eyes open to see tor himself the 
greatness of the people of Israel. When 
he does he finds them in goodly tents. 
He sees further scenes at the beauty , 
and prosperity of the nation of Jacob. 
Higher than Agag. This has no special 
reference to any Uleral height but 
means the supposed exaltation ot the 
king of the Amalekites. He did ex.alt 
himself very much, but even had his 
greatest ambitions been realized he 
would Dot have become as truly high 
as was Israel. Reference is again 
made to the unicorn. See remarks on 
that at chapter 23: 22. The speech 
closes with the words ot one of tbe 
promises of God to Abraham. (Gen. 
12: 3.) 

Verses 10, 11. At this speech BaIak 
became dis gus ted and dismissed 
Balaam. As a parting sbot he reminds 
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him of. what he missed by not cursing 
Israel. Had be done so he would have 
been promoted to honor. However. be 
acknowledges that the whole thing 
was caused by the Lord who had kept 
him back from honor. 

Verses 12, 13. The same explanation 
Is repeated, that even a house full of 
sHver and gold would not snmce to 
secure the services ot Balsam In curs· 
lng Israel. He bad told the servants 
the same when they first were sent 
tor him. 

Verse 14. Balsam Is about to return 
to his people. Before leaving he said 
he would "advertise" (advise) him 
what tbis people would finally do. 

Verses 15-19. This Is the fourth 
speech of Balaam. It was not asked 
tor by Balsk and no preparations were 
made tor It, as was the case in the 
other three speeches. This speech Is 
inspired as well 8S the others for 
while Balak has dismissed Balaam, 
the Lord has not. Thus he makes an­
other speech which contaIns many Im~ 
portant predletlons. Failing with his 
eyes open, Is the Barne as in the second 
speech. The pronoun "hIm" in 17th 
verse means Christ in his kIngdom. 
That kingdom will be seen, Is now in 
the prophet's vision but its fultUlment 
is not now. The present Israel Is des­
tined to become a mighty nation and 
have existence for many centuries. 
Finally there shall come a star out of 
Jacob. This Is the same as the seed 
promised to Abraham in Gen. 12: S. 
Mention of the outside peoples In this 
connection is his way of expressing 
the triumph of Christ over all others. 
The same Is meant In the last verse 
of this speech, and must be considered 
as an inspired predIction made througb 
this prophet. 

Verses 20-24. In the prophesying 
strain, Balaam makes some statements 
about other inferior nations, whose de­
tailed history Is not here available. 
The gist of It is, that God knows and 
does something about the various na­
tiODS, putting down some and exalting 
others according to theIr conduct or 
as the Lord sees fit otherwise. 

Verse 25. This verse would leave us 
with the impression that after the 
four speeches whlch Balaam uttered 
by inspiration, he went immediately 
to bis home without any further con­
versation with Balak. Other state­
ments In the script,urcs and in secular 
history wtll indicate to us that such 
was not the case. See next chapter. 

NUMBERS 25 
Verses 1-5. This wUl bring up the 

thought expressed at the close of 
the preceding chapter. It pertains to 
the conversation between Balak and 
Balaam atter the Lord had dismissed 
Salaam. He is noW released and free 
to act on hIs own initiative and in 
doing so he shows his true attitude 
toward God's people. After having 
arrived near the Euphrates he sent for 
Balak and advised him what to do that 
would result In some degree of curse 
on Israel although he was not per­
mitted to bring such upon them him­
self. The history of this I. given bY 
Josephus. which I shall now quote in 
part. "0 Balak, and you Mldianites 
that are here present (for I am obliged 
even without the will of God to gratify 
you), it is true no enUre destruction 
can sieze upon the nation at the He­
brews, neither by war. nor by plague, 
nor by scarcity at the fruits ot the 
earth. nor can any other unexpected 
accident be their enUre ruin; for the 
providence ot God is concerned to pre­
serve them from such a misfortune; 
nor will it permit any such calamity 
to come upon them whereby they may 
all perish; but some small misfortunes. 
and those for a short time, whereby 
they may appear to be brought low, 
may still befall them; but atter that 
they w11l flourish again, to the terror 
of those that brought those mischiefs 
upon them. So that if you have a 
mind to gain a victory over them for 
a short space of time you wlll obtain 
it by following my directions: Do you 
therefore set out the handsomest of 
such of your daughters as are most 
eminent for beauty, and proper to 
force and conquer the modesty of those 
that behold them, and these decked 
and trimmed to the highest degree you 
Rre able. Then do you send them to 
be near the Israelites' camp and give 
them in charge, that when the young 
men of the Hebrews desire their com­
pany, they allow it them; and when 
they see that they are enamoured of 
them, let them ta.ke their leaves; and 
if they entreat them to stay, let them 
not gIve their consent Ull they have 
persuaded them to leave ott their 
obedience to their oWn laws and the 
worship of that God who established 
them, and to worship the gOds of the 
Mldlanltes and Moabites; for by this 
means God will be angry at them." 
Josephus, Antiquities 4-6-6. In tollow~ 
lug sections ot the same place In 
Josephus the account is carried out 
and shows that it turned out just as . 
Balak had predleted. They proeured 
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these girls to go to the vicinity where 
the Hebrews camp was located. The 
natural thing happened. These girls 
were attractive to the masculine eye 
and lusb!, and allured them to their 
intimacy. Before granting the young 
men tbe Uberty they sought they were 
Orst demanded to comply with thetr 
idolatrous practices. This was agreed 
to and thUB the men commUted idola­
try and fornication with these girls. 
In agreement with these facts I quote 
from Rev. 2: 14: "Balaam, who taught 
BaIak to cast a stumbUng·block before 
the children of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols, and to commit 
fornication." Idolatry bas always been 
very displeasing to God. It provokes 
his jealousy and he will not tolerate it. 
Balaam knew this and therefore used 
the above plan to bring about the 
plague upon Israel. After the people 
commUted the stns here described the 
divine wrath was poured out and many 
thousands were slaIn. This fact 'is re~ 
ferred to in 1 Cor. 10: 8. 

Verse 6. It was bad enough to go 
atter these heathentsh women tn thetr 
lust, but even that dtd not satisfy 
some. One man was so arrogant as to 
bring his MidianlUsh partner tn lust 
into the cnmp of the Israelites in the 
sight of Moses. This was adding in­
sult to injury. The bad conduct of 
the young men had already resulted 
in the death of thousands. Now this 
man insults the congregation by bring­
ing the vile woman tnto the presence 
of the law-giver of the nation. 

Verses 7, 8. The grandson of the 
first priest was filled with indignation 
about the insult and went after the 
guilty patr. He pursued them into the 
tent and pierced them both through 
the body with a javelin. This brought 
a stay of the actt ve plague that was 
kllling the people. 

Verse 9. The dttrerence between the 
number here said to have been 8lain 
and the account in 1 .cor. 10: 8 has 
sometimes caused uneasiness among 
Bible students. There is more than 
one possible explanation. One Is that 
Paul says there fell "in one day" three 
and twenty thousand. An additional 
thousand fell later but as a final result 
of the plague. Another explanation Is 
in the fact that numerical values were 
indicated by letters and not tigures tn 
those ancient Urnes. In transcribing the 
text from the manuscript, a blotted 
Or blurred leUer could be mistaken for 
another. This raises the question 
whether all of the scriptures might 
not have &,one tl:!.rough the same mfs-

takes. The stlance ot Jesus on the 
accuracy of the scribes wbile severely 
condemning them for other evlls Is 
signIficant. Had they been guilty 01 
unfaithfulness 8S 8cribes. he eertainly 
would not have let that subject go by. 
slnee that would have been a tunda· 
mental error. His silence on the sub­
ject leaves us with the conclusion that 
errors of the kind mentioned here 
were not important. as no principle 
was at stake. 

Verses 10, 11. This was a case where 
a man of the priestly family inter­
ceded to quiet the wrath of God against 
the offenders. Note the last word In 
the paragraph. Then consult Ex. 20: 5 
where God mentioDS his jealousy in 
connection with the commandment 
against Idolatry. 

Verse 12, 13. As a reward of eOD­
solation for his good omcea In the case. 
God directs that Phinehas be assured 
again of the perpetual Ufe of the 
priesthood In his family. This or­
dinance had already been passed, but 
upon 8uch signal service aD behalf 
of the people it was fitting to repeat 
the assurance. In doing so, In connec­
tion with his service in preserving the 
people. it justified the choice of the 
family for the important post of the 
priesthood. 

Verse 14., 15. The names of the 
guilty man and woman referred to 
earlier in the chaPter are given here. 
The point of interest in giving us 
these names Is In the prominence of 
the two. They were not mere insig­
nificant beings with no responsibility. 
Sin is sin, whether with the high or 
low, but mention of it with these im­
portant persons 16 an outstanding 
declaration of the principle that "God 
is DO respecter of persons." as the 
New Testament tells us. 

Verses 16-18. Because of the persist­
ent wickedness and enmity at the 
Midianites. God ordatns that they are 
to be opposed constantly by his people. 
They had provoked tho divine jealousy 
and must sutler the fate due all such. 

NUMBERS 26 
Verse 1. By consulting Chapter 20: 

28 as well as Ex. 29: 29, 80 the reader 
will see that Eleazar Is now High 
Priest. The priesthood was to descend 
from father to son. 

Verse 2. This is the second aces· 
sion of taking the number at the men 
of war in the congregation of Israel. 
The first time Is recorded in first 
chapter 01 the book. 'fhe age llml~ at 



Number. 26: 3·50 263 

induction was the same as at the first 
time which was twenty and up. Also, 
they must be of m1litary qualifications. 
The nation Is under m1l1tary rule and 
w1ll be unt11 they have entered aod 
taken p08session of Canaan, the capital 
portion of the promised land. Hence 
the necessity of military preparation. 

V e r s e 3. Tbe ones supervising 
this were Moses and Eleazar. The 
congregation Is located In the plains 
of Moab. near the Jordan river. just 
opposite Jericho. 

Verso 4. Reference Is made to the 
first numbering of the people soon 
atter they left Egypt which was forty 
yeara ago, 

Verses 6-7. This chapter will be 
treated in much the eame manner as 
was the first one of the numbering. 
The principal persons wiU be meo­
tioned with the number of the variouB 
tribes. Also, if any person ot special 
interest is named he will be noted 
here. It will be noted that certain 
ones of the heads of the vadous tribes 
and famllies are named in tbls chap· 
ter. That was doubtless for purposes 
of identification in case of in<lutry or 
dispute over their family register. 
Such a dispute did arise In after 

. years. (Neh. 7: 64.) The present para· 
graph gives the register and number­
ing of the tribe of Reuben. The num· 
ber was 43,730. 

Verses 8, 9. This paragraph gives 
names of special Interest. They are 
from the tribe considered In the fore· 
going paragraph, but are given this 
personal mention because of the Dromi· 
nent part they had in the notorious 
r,pnsplracy against Moses and Aaron. 
The Information Is &1so given here 
that these sons of Reuben were a part 
of the company of Korah, the leader 
of the uprising. Also, let it be observed 
here that the writer considers their 
actions as being against the Lord. 

Verae 10. This Is a brief history 
of the events referred to above. The 
gravity of that occasion Is so deep 
that the Lord does not want it for­
gotten. They became a sign of wrath 
at God against rebels. 

Verse 11. The children of Korah 
were exempted from the general de­
struction of his family unit as they 
evidently did not engage In the con­
spiracy. The statement in Ex. 20: 5 
sets out that the children of wicked 
parents wtll be also punished like the 
parents, provided they also hate the 
Lord. 

Ver.es 12·H. This I. the account of 

the second son of Jacob, Simeon. After 
givip,g names of members of the family 
the number Is stated as 22,200. 

Verses 16·18. The sons of Jacob are 
not named in the order of birth in 
this chapter. The present paragraph 
is on the number of Gad which Is 
40,600. 

Verses 19--22. In giving the names 
or Judah the writer considers it neces· 
sary to explain the absence of certain 
ones rrom the roll of descendants. This 
he does by saying they died In the 
land of Canaan. That took place be­
fore the famlly of Jacob ever went to 
Egypt. The record of their deaths, 
38th chapter at Genesis, explains why 
no descendants are attributed to them 
here. There were otbers and the tribe 
became the most numerous or all. At 
the present numbering it 18 76,600. 

Verses 23·26. The number of mm· 
tary men in this tribe was 64,300 at 
this time. 

VerBes 26, 27. The number here is 
60,600. 

Verses 28-34. The reader may con~ 
.ult Gen. 48: 6, 6 and he wlll be reo 
freshed aD the event when Jacob pro· 
vided that two whole tribes were to 
be made trom the two sons of Joseph . 
Hence, someUmes on1y Joseph is men­
tioned when the cbUdren of Israel are 
in mind of the writer. Again, just one 
or both of bis sons will be named. At 
other times (such as we w1ll have 
here) mention w1l1 be made of Joseph 
and his two BonB, with explanation. 
Thus after the introduction to the 
family as stated the eldest of Joseph's 
sons is named and the number of his 
tribe given which is Manasseh, 62.700. 

Verse 35-37. The second son of 
Joseph, Ephraim, is numbered 32,600. 

Verses 38-41. Benjamin Is next re­
corded and he was one of the small 
tribes. His number at this census was 
46,600. 

Verses 42, 43. Dan was the son of 
Jacob by (hi. wife) Rachel's maid, 
Bllhah. HI. tribe numbered 64,400 and 
was one at the larger tribes. 

Verses "4-47. Asber was the son of 
Jacob by Leah'. maid, Zllpab. He 
numbered 53,4oo. 

Verses 48·50. The twelfth one or the 
congregational group of tribes given 
here is ' Naphtali and his number was 
46,400. It I. noticeable that all of 
these numbers at the tribes end In O. 
ThiB Is obviously not the exact number 
and would not be considered as such 
since It would be highly Improbable 
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that each of twelve tribes would ac­
tua11y have such an even number of 
mnttary men. It Is the custom or the 
writers of statistics to give round 
numbers, frequently. and not exact 
numbers. 

Verse 51. The Bum of the twelve 
trl1:188 Is 601,730. This Is sl1ghtly les8 
than the number they had at the first 
which was 603,5pO. Yet, it Was prac­
tically the same, which indicates that 
the congregation has held its own 
thus tar. 

Verses 52-56. This paragraph gives 
the general principles on which the 
land Is to be divided when they get 
settled in Canaan. The speclfic direc­
tions wllI be seen in the book of 
Joshua. and will be studied in more 
detail when we reach it. 

Verse 57. This verse gives the Dames 
of the heads of the special tribe, LevI. 
The service about the tabernacle and 
the prIesthood was divided between 
them. For more detailed information 
on thls subject see chapter 3. 

Verae 58. A few of the heads of 
the family of Levi are named and 
connected up with one ot tbe most 
outstanding one, named Kohath, who 
was the father of Amram. 

Verse 59. Amram was actually a 
grandson of Levi and he married a 
woman of the tribe of Levi. here 
spoken ot as a daugbter of LevI. The 
term is used ot any near relation and 
not an immediate offspring. Mention 
is made of the relation to sbow that 
the tribal distinction has been pre­
served. The pair. Amram and Jocbebed 
had the children, Aaron, Moses and 
Miriam. 

Verse 60. A number of ramous per­
sons are given space in the record 
bere. Thus the four sons of Aaron 
are Damed while recording the tamily. 

Verse 61. Aa in the case of the SODS 
at Judah, the fate of two of tbe four 
sons of Aaron is given here, which 
accounts for their being ellmlnated 
from the accounts of activities atter. 
ward. 

Verses 62, 63. This paragraph shows 
a gajn at one thousand of the Levites 
over the numbering the first Ume as 
recorded in chapter 3: 39. Tbls enu­
meration was taken under guidance of 
Moses and Eleazar in the plains at 
Moab. 

Verses 64, 65. The sad tact is reo 
corded that all of the men-of-war who 
had been numbered the first time, 
were now dead, except Caleb and 
Joshua.. This was because they sinned 

and made rash statements whlcb God 
carried out among them. The two 
exceptions were preserved because they 
"wholly followed the Lord." 

NUMBERS 27 
Verse 1. In chapter 26: 33 we were 

told that Zelophehad had no sons, but 
did bave daughters. Now those daugh· 
ters aTe before the face of Moses with 
a difficulty. 

Verses 2. 3. Their predicament is 
that their father baving no sons, the 
property mtght be alIenated from them 
and the famUy. This was because the 
custom was to transmit all inheri· 
tances through the male line. Now 
these women are not condoning any 
sin of their father. He died on account 
at sin, but it was not the sin of con­
spiracy. He died in his own stn. The 
daughters expect some consideraUon 
from that fact nd plead for their 
share iu the possessions of their 
tather. 

Verses 4, 5. Not only are these 
daughters concerned about their prop­
erty rights but are afraid the name 
ot their father will pass from the con­
gregation. This presented a problem 
to Moses because it was a special cir­
cumstance, and be did not know what 
to do about It. He thus brought the 
case before the Lord. 

Verses 6, 7. The plea of these daugh· 
ters was approved by the Lord and he 
commanded that the property of thetr 
father should remain among them. 

Verses 8-11. This specific instance 
opened the way for more extended 
directions as to the distribution of 
property. In the main, it was to pas~ 
from one owner to his immediate de­
scendant or reJative. If he bad no 
near relaUve in the way or daughter 
or son, then It should tall to the next 
nearest kin, and 80 on and on. This 
was to become a statute unto the chil­
dren at Israel. 

Verse 12. Abarim was a community, 
Or region, in general and Borne certain 
mount in that region was designated 
for the onc on which Moses was to 
view the land across the river. Later 
we will learn the name of the particu­
lar mount was Pisgah, or Nebo. 

Verses 13, 14. Moses is notified here 
that he must die without entering the 
land of Canaan and that it will be his 
punIshment tor the sin at the rock. 
In connection with Aaron, the sin was 
that ot taking honor to themselves, 
that belonged to God. 

Verses 15·17. Meekness and unself. 
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ishness were among the prominent 
traits of this great man ot God. He 
was told that he could never enter the 
land toward which they had been 
journeying. Yet there 1s no Iud teatian 
of bitterness or resentment. Instead, 
the welfare of the congregation Is 
uppermost in his mind. He pleads that 
the Lord will appoint some man to 
care for the people so that they be 
not like scattered sbeep. 

Verse 18. The request ot Moses is 
to be granted and the selection Is 
Joshua. He is saId here to have the 
spiri t now I and Moses' hand Is to be 
laid on him. 

Verse 19. There will be no reason to 
daubt the authority of Josbua, but all 
must know that his position as leader 
was not usurped. The ceremony will 
he before the priest and the wbole 
congregation. This precaution wlll be 
tor their mutual protectton. 

Verse 20. Note that Moses was to 
put some of his honor on Joshua. This 
agrees with the idea that Joshua was 
to take the place at Moses as leader, 
and not lawgiver. 

Verse 21. While Joshua wlll be an 
inspired man in all that he speaks 
authoritattvely to the congregation, 
yet specific information will be ob­
tained through the service ot the 
priest. It was expected at the priests 
to prOCure knowledge for the people 
01 God in that age. (Mal. 2: 7.) The 
priest must attend to his office in the 
orderly manner, and that in connec· 
tion with the Urim which was without 
any Virtue except when in the hands 
of the designated officer. 

Verses 22, 23. MaBeS obeyed the 
voice of God and appointed Joshua 
8.& Jeader In his place. He wHl not 
"take over" while Moscs is living. 

NUMBERS 28 
Verses 1, 2. It is not only necessary 

to attend to certain offerings and 
ceremonies about the altar service, but 
it must be done "in their due season." 
One indication of disobedience is the 
disposition to use one's own conveni­
ence about when or where Or how to 
do what is commanded. Children 
sometimes want to "walt a minute," 
when told to do something. The spirit 
of obedience requires that commands 
must be obeyed in the manner and at 
the time commanded. 

Verses 3·6. This paragraph describes 
the "daily sacrifice" that came to be 
so well known in the history of the 
Israelites. The same ordinance was 

outlined in Ex. 29: 38·42. It was some­
times called the "continual" offering 
because it was to be attended to faith· 
fully and daily, without intermittence. 
A lamb was to be offered in the morn~ 
ing and another in the evening. The 
margin reads "between the two eve­
nings." This is explained on the basis 
that the hours of the time from noon 
till sundown were considered two 
evenings. And the middle of this period 
at six hours would be our three o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

Verses 7, 8. The drink offering was 
so called, not because anyone was 
to drink it in the ceremony, but be· 
cause it was an offering of material 
that ordinarily was used for drink. 
In other words, it was a substance at 
value and thus was a sacrifice. 

Verse 9. The reader is advised to 
make speCial note of this verse be­
cause it is an item of the Jewish prac­
tice that 1s often unknown or for­
gotten. On the sabbath day the daily 
sacrifice was always doubled. 

Verse 10. One duty can nover take 
the place of another. Just because a 
pious Jew had doubled his service on 
one certain day did not excuse him 
from the pertormance of duties on 
the other days. Thus, the doubling of 
the sacrifice on the sabbath day did 
not atone tor any neglect on some 
other day. 

Verse 11. The first of each month 
was a holy day and must be celebrated 
by the oftering of sacrifices. The month 
was ushered in by the appearance of 
the new moon as can be seen by study~ 
ing 1 Sam. 20: 24, 27. Also, the prin· 
ciple must not be lost sight of, that 
one act of service to God did not take 
the place of another. If some special 
duty at a personal nature happened to 
come on the first day at the month, 
the usual festtvities of that day must 
not be taken to suffice for the per· 
sonal duties. 

Verse 12. The word "deal" Is an in­
definite amount, except that it is 
understood as a small amount. I t was 
a portion of flour used in connection 
with the animal sacri.fice, and called 
in the A. V., the meat ottering. It was 
of vegetable material. 

Verse 13. The "several" deal, etc., 
means that each animal was to be 
otrered with this meat ortering con­
nected. The meat or meal offering was 
not to be used just once for all of the 
animals. 

Verse 14. The directions for tbis 
celebration of the coming in of a new 
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month were to be observed tor each 
of the twelve months of the year. One 
celebration could not be counted on 
behall of the other months. 

Verse 16. In this and other verses 
certain animals and other products 
are named to be offered and simply 
called sin offerings or burnt alIerings, 
etc. The dotails ot how they were to 
be otrered have already been described 
at the introduction of the "ordinance" 
and recorded In the first dve chapters 
of LeviticuB. 

Verse 16. All that Is !ound here Is 
the date and name ot the feast. The 
reader should see Ex. 12 for detans 
of this memorable feast. It came im­
mediately before another feast and 
was observed in connection therewith. 

Verse 17. This means that the teast 
of unleavened bread began the fifteenth. 
It lasted seven days. As the passover 
day also wae without leaven that made 
a group of eight days In which no 
leaven was to be found In their houses. 
The ordInance for this feast was given 
on the occasIon of theIr deliverance 
from Egypt. The motive for and ob­
servance of the seven days w1ll be 
seen afterward. Since they had to get 
out of Egypt that night before the 
bread had time to ferment or become 
leavened, the deliberate observance of 
a feast of seven days without leaven 
was done to celebrate the eventful 
night. See Ex. 13: 7·9. 

Verse 18. The firet of the seven 
days was to be holy convocation, which 
means that it was a sabbath day for 
them. That meant that no servile or 
manual labor must be done on that 
day. A close study of Leviticus 23 will 
show that when a day was called a 
convocation it was the same as a sab­
bath day, and was under aU the re­
strictions that held good for other 
sabbath days. 

Verses 19-22. This paragraph out· 
lines the service required at the altar 
on the first day of the seven. day feast. 
The particulars of how such offerings 
were to be handled have been already 
referred to. 

Verses %3, 24. Again they are cau­
tioned not to consider these special 
services as taking the place of the 
daily sacrifice. 

Verse 25. The seventh day here. 
means the last of the seven day feast 
ot unleavened bread. It. Uke the first 
one, must be a convocation or sabbath 
day. Let it be understood that each 
of the seven days mUBt be witbout 
leaven and each must have the sacri-

flces 8S described. Only the first and 
seventh were sabbath days. The mere 
service of offering a sacrifice did not 
make a day. a sabbath, or holy day. 
It it did, every day ot the year would 
have been a sabbath day since a sacri· 
flce was otrered dally. 

Verse 26. This is the day that Is 
called "Pentecost" in the New Testa­
ment It is not called that In the 
O. T., because it Is a Greek word 
(meaning fifUeth) and the Old Testa· 
ment was not written in Greek. Here 
It Is designated to come "when your 
weeks be out," That is why it Is else­
where called the "feast of weeks." 
More details of this are given in Lev. 
23. Atter the day following the sab­
bath that followed the passover they 
counted seven weeks, and then on the 
day following the seven weeks, they 
bad this teast now called Pentecost. 
On that day the Israelites offered a 
token out of their crops. This was 
offered to God before they appropriated 
any of the crop for themselves. That 
Is why it was called the feast at "fil'st· 
fruits." It was a fitting tYI>e of the 
Pentecost in the New Testament, fo r 
on that day the first fruits of the Gos· 
pel were oftered to God, tn the obedl· 
ence of three thousand Jewish can· 
vertS. 

Verses 27-31. These verses give the 
same directions already described, that 
pertain to the aitar services in con· 
nection with the second of the three 
annual feasts, 

NUMBERS 29 
Verse 1. Here is a feast coming on 

the first day ot a month and called 
feast of trumpets. It 1s a holy day 
already, because every month began 
with a holy day. But this time Is an· 
other special day. 

Verses 2-5. The ortering of the vari· 
ous animals Is here set forth. The de­
tails can be seen in the beginning ot 
Leviticus. 

Verse 6. Again the reader Is cau­
tioned that the present ortering cannot 
be put in place of another. In such 
connection, mention Is made of the 
"offering of the month." That reters 
to the offering that every month was 
to have, regardless of other purposes. 
Tho ortering Is again said to be accord· 
ing to the "manner" whIch Is a refer­
ence to the ordinance at the attar ser­
vice establ1shed in beginnIng of Levi. 
ticus, Sweet "savour" means sweet 
odor. It was pleasing to GOd. The 
word would apply to elther taste or 
smell, and either literally or llgura-



Numbers 29: 7-39 257 

tively, always depending on the con· 
nection in which it Is used. The ex· 
pression "made by fire" was to distin· 
guish between otterings that were to 
be burned on the altar, and others. 
Some things were sacrificed or given 
up by the Israelites that were not to 
be burned. They would be given over 
for the use of the Levites and the 
priesthood family. 

Verse 7. This verse pertains to the 
great day of atonement. It was the 
day on which the High Priest went 
alone into the Most Holy place of the 
tabernacle. It was the only day this 
place was entered for services. On 
this day. while the priest was officiat· 
ing in this place on behalf of the 
congregation, all the males of the 
nation were assembled and in waiting. 
On this day they were commanded to 
"amict" themselves. The word is from 
ANAH and defined by Strong "to de· 
press, literally or figuratively. .. It 
means they were to be concerned about 
the seriousness of the day. The nation 
has a High Priest entering the Most 
Holy place to act for the sake of the 
whole people and It is a day to be 
devoted to serious contemplation. Not 
a time for hilarity or frivolOUS pas­
time. They must abstain from aU 
manual labor and spend the day in 
meditation on the great subject of their 
dependence upon God for grace and 
the benediction of the Ruler of the 
universe. It typified the great office of 
Christ who had to die a terrible 
death so as to be able to enter Heaven 
with the means of salvation for all 
mankind. 

Verses 8-11. These verses outline the 
general activities of that great day. 
Some things took place at the altar 
of burnt sacriflces, and some other. 
wise. Not all of the services of that 
day occurred in the Most Holy place. 
Neither did all of the services of 
Christ take place in Heaven. The 
items performed while on earth came 
first. Again I cannot refrain from 
reminding the reader that this ser· 
vice was to be observed besides the 
daily sacrifice and other offerings. 
What the priest did on that day af· 
fected the congregation as a whole 
only, and did not take the place of 
any other duty. 

Verse 12. The feast mentioned in 
this verse is elsewhere called the 
feast of tabernacles. (Lev. 23: 34.) On 
that occasion the Israelites were to 
leave their houses and dwell under 
booths made of boughs of trees. (Lev. 
23: 40·43.> That was In celebration ot 

th~lr forty year experience in the 
wilderness when they could not Ii ve in 
houses because of the irregular and 
changeable locations. Here it is also 
stipulated that it must be a time of 
holy days. 

Verses 13·16. This paragraph gives 
the sum of the various animals and 
flour that were· to be offered on the 
days of the feast. That is, a general 
statement. of the service, not the total 
of all the items. The number of bul­
locks would diminish as the number 
of the date of the feast increased. The 
number of lambs required for each 
day was the same. In all of the cases 
the articles offered must be without 
blemish and in each case the order is 
to offer according to the "manner" 
which has already been explained as 
meaning the ordinance given in begin· 
ning of Leviticus. While the informa­
tion for each day is practically the 
same, it will be curiously interesting 
to note briefly for each day the num· 
bers of the various articles. That will 
be done as follows. 

Verses 17·19. Second day, twelve 
bullocks, fourteen lambs, one kid of 
the goats. 

Verses 20-22. Third day. eleven bul­
locks, two rams, fOUrteen lambs, one 
kid. 

Verses 23-25. Fourth day, ten bul­
locks, two rams, fourteen lambs, one 
kid of goats. 

Verses 26-28. Fifth day. nine bul­
locks, two rams, fourteen lambs, one 
kid of goats. 

Verses 29·31. Sixth day, eight bul· 
locks, two rams, fourteen lambs, one 
kid ot goats. 

Verses 32-34. Seventh day, seven 
bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs, 
one kid of goats. 

Verses 35-38. After the feast of 
tabernacles proper has been observed, 
it was to be followed by another time 
of sacrifice. This is referred to as the 
eighth day. This has numerical mean­
ing only here as the feast of taber­
nacles was confined to the seven days 
before. Mter having gone through 
that strange experience it was fitting 
in the mind of the Lord for them 
to assemble solemnly and finish up the 
importance of the season by the sacri­
fices described. 

Verse 39. The importance of not 
substituting one ordinance for another 
is made even more emphatic here in 
that the writer itemizes the vows and 
various other offerings which they 
were to make at other times. 
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Verse 40. This short verse is in· 
formative In that the authority- of 
Moses is again clearly set forth be­
fore the reader. Moses told the chil­
dren of' Israel the things recorded. 
He had been commanded to do BO. 
Not that he was commanded to per­
form aU the things named in the law. 
He bad been commanded to teU the 
children of' Israel those things. That 
made it Identical with any word that 
God would have spoken directly to 
them. Again we see an unanswerable 
rebuke of the sabbatarians, who try 
to disparage the authority of Moses 
tn the Old Testament. 

NUMBERS 30 
Verses 1, 2. Vows were not generally 

required of the chUdren of Israel. 
Only at certain times or for special 
purposes did the Lord command a 
vow. A vow could be voluntarily made 
at any Ume with certain restrictions. 
When a vow was made, the Lord 
came into the situation with his dl­
rectioDB. One thing required was that 
a vow not be arbltrarJly broken even 
though made voluntarily, any more 
than if the Lord had commanded it. 

Verses 3, 4. This paragraph con­
cerns a woman unmarried and stUl in 
her tather's house. She Is subject to 
her father's authority. In his bear­
Ing she may make a vow. The vow 
might not be approved by the father. 
It so, and be objects. the vow Is not 
binding and the woman is released 
from its obligations. It he says nothing 
against the vow at the time she made 
It. it Is bindIng and neither he nor 
she can alter it afterward. It must 
stand as made. 

Verse 5. This verse is explained tn 
preceding paragraph except for the 
word "forgive." It Is used In a techni­
cal sense and not a moral one. It 
means the same &s cance111ng a debt 
found to be unnecessary. 

Verses ,6-8. The same restrictions 
apply in the case of a married woman 
as that of a daughter at home. It her 
husband hears the vow and says no­
thing, the vow must be carried out 
and neither she nor the husband can 
lawfully cancel it. But if the hus­
band disapproved at the time the vow 
was made, it is legally canceled. 

Verse 9. The regulations tn the vow 
of a widow, or divorced woman, were 
the same as with a single woman ex­
cellt that she is bound to the vow 
with a certain exception which wlll 
he noted he\ow. 

Verses 10-12. This paragraph per­
tains to the vow ot a widow or one 
divorced, but whO was not a widow at 
the time of making the vow. In that 
case, the restrictions are the same as 
wltb tbe wite stUI l1vtng with her 
husband. That is, a woman might 
make a vow In the hearIng ot her 
husband, yet the vow might be such 
as not to take etl'ect for some time. If, 
when the time arrives for the vow 
to be carried out the woman has be­
come a widow, or divorced, that fact 
will not alter her obligations. If the 
husband had let it stand at the time 
be heard It then It is still binding on 
her even though she afterward became 
divorced or 8. widow. The Significant 
conclualon we should get from this 
whole law about vows is that "silence 
gives consent... This Is RD. old saying, 
but well supported In this Jaw just 
now being considered. The principle js 
taught that when a person knows of a 
circumstance including some prinCiple 
of rIght or wrong, his silence commits 
him to that situation. Sometimes a 
person wtll not say what he believes 
concerning Questions that ' come up re­
garding a human expedient. When 
asked how he stands concerning the 
so-called evil he w1l1 say be is neither 
tor nor · aga.1nst.. But that Is not true 
in God's estimation. Jesus taught that 
he that is not for him Is against him. 
When a man wtll not "take a stand" 
against any human Institution formed 
against the Lord's Institution, he must 
be regarded as being for it. 

Verses 13-16. This paragraph teach,es 
the principle of responslbUtty of ,8 
husband or father who heard and ap­
proved of the vow made by the wife 
or daugbter. If that husband or fa.ther 
atterward Interferes with the carry· 
ing out or that vow, he alone must 
bear the results of such breach. That . 
is what is meant by the words tn 
verse 15, that "he shall bear her 
Iniquity." 

NUMBERS 31 
Verses I, 2. The grievous offence 

ot the Mldlanltes tn the matter of 
Balaam Is still held up for divine ven· 
geance and Moses is commanded to 
bring on an attack. 

Verses 3-6. An army of twelve thou­
sand men was raised and sent against 
the Mldianltes under the leadership 
of Phlnehas, the son of Eleazar the 
priest. The army was sent out on the 
mission equipped with the tntruments 
prevIously ordained to be used on such 
occasions. (Chapter 10: 1-9.) 
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Verse 7. In usual cases a mIlItary 
operation ia directed agatnst the sold­
iers at the enemy and the civutans 
are not supposed to be attacked even 
when the enemy has joined battle with 
the aggressor. In this case there is no 
evidence that the Mldianitea had en­
gaged primarlly in joint combat. The 
leaders pertormed the usual practice 
of attacking only the males In general. 

Verse 8. The Mldianites occupied a 
larger territory than the Moabltes, yet 
the two peoples were joined In many 
interests. They had both United in 
the conspiracy against Israel when 
Balaam was employed in an ettort to 
curse Israel. He belonged In the re­
gion of the Euphrates river, but evi­
dently spent Borne Ume on · various 
occasions with the Mldianites. with 
whom he sympathized. By being as­
sociated with them at this time he 
suttered the tate of the others and 
was slain. 

Verse 9. As stated in verSe 7, the 
males only were slain. The women 
and children were taken captive to­
gether with the possessions ' of the 
people. Then Israel destroyed ' the 
clUes. 

Verses 10-12. Atter destroying the 
clUes and castles they brought the 
captives home wtth them and had them 
in the presence of the congregation; 

Verses 13, 14. Of course the preced­
ing paragraph was not meant to Bay 
they brought these heathen captives 
within the camp, but near it. Then 
Moses and the priest went out to meet 
the group. When Moses saw whom 
they had, he was wroth because they 
had aU the women aUve with them. 

Verses 15, 16. The reason for the 
wrath of Moses Is given here. Among 
the women taken aUve were the ones 
who had seduced the men of Israel to 
commit fornication with them and to 
worship their idols. That iniquity had 
been hrought about through the coun­
sel of Balaam. They had ktlled him 
in the battle but had allowed his ac· 
compUces to escape p~n18bment. 

Verse 17. Then Moses gave com­
mandment that they should kill all 
the males among the llttle ones. This 
may seem harsh upon first considera­
tion. but the whole naUon or group 
at that place was· to ,be destroyed and 
that would have lett these children 
orphans. They will not be put at any 
lOBS spiritually by their death while 
it would be disastrous for them to be 
lett in the wicked world without a 
country. The women who had been 

guUty ot the wickedness under Ba­
laam's adVice were to be kllled. 

Verse 18. This verse is the ob­
ject at unfair criticism by certaJn evil 
persons. It is represented as teaching 
that these men were given license to 
appropriate these virgins to their own 
lusts in the ordinary sense at the 
case. It the critics were sincere In 
their comments they would consider 
all that the scripture says on such a 
case. Let the . reader turn to Deut. 
21: 10·13 and read. There he wUl 
learn that when a virgin was taken 
In battle who pleased some man for 
a wife. he could so use her. Even 
then he must let her have respectful 
consideration and not be hasty In his 
enjoying of her. This gives the lie 
to the vile insinuations made in con­
nection with this verse. 

Verses 19. 20. This provision of the 
law would logically be called for at 
this time since they have just re­
turned from a battle where they have 
slatn many people. While the slay­
Ing wa. commanded, yet It did not 
release them from the necessity of 
going through the formalities of 
cleansing required by the ceremonial 
Jaw. 

Verses 21-24. Everything that had 
been In possession ot the heathen 
would be conSidered as unclean. Be­
fore it can be appropriated to the use 
of God's people it must be purUled. 
The metala could stand the tire and 
were to be cleansed in that way. The 
things that would burn were to be 
cleansed by using the water of purifl­
cation that had been prescribed by the 
law. After all this had been accomp­
lished. tbey were free to reenter the 
camp and be considered clean. 

Verses 26, 26. The things taken tn 
the battle with the Mldianltee were 
valuable and were to be dispensed 
among the people as described below. 

Verse 27. A general classiftcation 
was made of the acUve warriors and 
the congregation. Not all the people 
went to the battle. They were not 
asked to go. Instead. one thousand 
from each tribe went, but the ones at 
home are considered. The diviSion was 
made equal In the first place, but the 
distinction wlll be made In the next 
handling or this prey. 

Verses 28. 29. The halt of the prey 
was distributed among the men of 
war, and of those souls, or men of 
war, one man out of flve hundred 
was to give to the Lord out of his 
part including the animals taken In 
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the battle. It was to be turned over 
to Eleazar the priest and would thus 
be used in the tabernacle service. 

Verse 30. Of the children of Israel's 
halt of the spolls, there was to be given 
ODe out of every fitty. Thus the per 
cent required or the congregation was 
ten times as great as that required of 
the soldiers. That would be fair con­
sidering the greater sacrifice they 
made in the confUct. Lest 1 leave a 
misunderstanding about the whole sub­
ject I will explain myself more fully. 
It was not that the person who might 
number 50, or number 600, must give 
over all his personal sbare. That 
would not be In keeping with any of 
the law. But the otrering was to be 
mafie on that basts. 

Verses 31·35. This paragraph Is the 
sum of all that was taken by the men 
of war from the Mtdlanites: 675,500 
sheep, 72,000 beeves, 61,000 asses, and 
32,000 virgins. All this was to be 
divided as already seen. 

Verses 36, 37. Here one baIt at the 
whole booty taken is given, and In 
next verse the Lord's part of the half 
18 given. The hal! was 337.500 sheep 
and the Lord's part was 675. This 
verifies the remarks made at verse gO 
above, for the larger number here 
divided by 500 wl11 give 675. 

Verses 38-40. This paragraph Is the 
rest of the division of the booty tn­
cluding the virgins. 

Verse 41. We have previously 
learned that a special division of the 
sacrifices was made for the prIests 
for their personal consumption. That 
is what is meant here. 

Verses 42-47. This contains the same 
subject matter as tn verses 36·40 ex· 
cept that the result of the dlviston fs 
not named. That would be only a 
matter ot arithmetic it we wish to 
have the reBult tabulated. 

Verses 48, 49. Tbe omcers appointed 
to bandle the enumeration of the men 
and their gatns tn the war now made 
a report to Moses. They declared that 
not one man had been overlooked. 

Verses 60-63. Besides the beasts and 
women taken in the battle. and which 
have been accounted for above, each 
soldier obtained personal spoIls of 
jewels and other valuables. Now their 
appreclaUon is manIfested by their 
making an offering to the Lord of the 
same. 

Verse 54. Moses and the priest took 
these spoils and brought them into 
the tabernacle of the congregation to 

become 8 part of the congregational 
treasury. 

NUMBERS 32 
Verse 1. The whole congregation Is 

sun east ot the Jordan. They are 
soon to cross over and enter upon the 
major m1Utary project that has been 
berore them. The tribes mentioDed 
here have noUced the condition ot the 
land near them as being good for 
pasturage which was their concern. 

Verses 2·5. The trtbes of Gad and 
Reuben (and later haU of Manasseh) 
came to MOBeS and requested that 
they be given thetr inheritance -In that 
place. The land had already been 
subjugated berore the children or Is-. 
rael came up this tar in their jour­
ney, and now these tribes wish it tor 
their place of residence. 

Verse 6. Moses did not understand 
their tull purpose. He thought It was 
just a scheme of theirs to escape the 
hardships of the war In Canaan. He 
Chided them for wanting to sit down 
now In the peaceable possession of 
their land whtle the rest of the men 
or war went over and tought tor theIr 
Inheritance. 

Verse 7. The comment at Moses 
on the effects that' would come from 
thet r refusing to go on with the war 
was that it would discourage the 
others. In modern language, It would 
weaken theIr morale. and thus defeat 
the whole plan or the Lord. 

Verse 8. As evidence that such a 
result would be logical and to be 
expected he told them about their 
fathers tn the case of the twelve spies. 
Here is where we learn that the place 
from where the spies were sent was 
Kadesb-barnea as wen as Faran. 

Verse 9. Here be recites the tact 
that the spies were overawed by the 
sight ot the land and then discouraged 
the heart ot the IsraeUtes. This dis­
couragement caused the congregation 
of warriors to give way to rash state. 
ments and to rebel against going over 
to take the land. 

Verses 10, 11. The rash statements 
angered the Lord and he decided to 
grant them the thing they so lm­
prudently called for. And the general 
principle on which he decided to re­
ject them Is stat~d ln the words, Unot 
wholly fol1owed me." 

Verso 12. This is a wonderful pas­
sage. In contrast with the preceding 
one let us note carefully that Caleb 
and Joshua are to be permitted to 
enter the land of Canaan; not merely 
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because they had followed the Lord. 
(almost every pereon follows the Lord 
in some degree) but because they had 
wholly fonowed. the Lord. The same 
service ot wholeheartedness is r& 
qulred of us today. 

Verse 13. The forty years of this 
service include the 2 years »reced· 
tng their arrival at Kadesh·barnea. 
The 38 additional years wandering In 
the wilderness will result in the death 
of all the men of war who bad made 
the rash statements referred to and 
thus their wish will have been granted. 
Moses' purpose of inserting that btt of 
history bere was to give emphasis to 
hIs warning against tbeir request 

Verses 14, 15. There Is not the least 
lndlcatlon that these tribes made any 
attempt to interfere With Moses In 
this severe speech although they knew 
lt dld not apply to them. They re­
spectfully heard his speech and then 
atrered their explanation. 

Verse 16. Approaching near Moses 
they stated their first concern would 
be to build places o( shelter (or thelr 
cattle and chlldren. That was a good. 
idea in itself. They knew it would 
be somewhat of a burden to have all 
that encumbrance with them in the 
battles to be soon tought against the 
heathen. They did not want to leave 
them unprotected so that on their 
return they might find them gone, and 
they themselves a burden on the con­
gregation. 

Verses 17, 18. They promised to go 
armed. with the rest of the brethren 
and to remain in the cantlict until they 
had received each his place. They 
would Dot return to their homes until 
all the chUdren at Israel had received 
thel r inheritance. 

Verse 19. The wording ot this verae 
must not mislead us. It does not mean 
to be a positive conclusion indepen· 
dent ot the authority of Moses. It is 
made in connection with the previous 
wish that they be allowed to take their 
possession on this side. 

Ve ...... 2()'23. This ,xpl,naUon astlo­
fied Moses and he granted their re­
quest. He does so with strong pro­
visos according to their promise and 
also according to their lOgical duty in 
the case. Atter they have served their 
people untll victory had been won, they 
might return to their chosen pos­
sessions with a clear case before God. 
He further warns them that if they 
should think to evade their duty and 
promise, it will not avail them aD.Y~ 

thing, for tbeir sin would "find them 
out." 

Verse 24. He then endorses their 
plan to bund shelters for their cattle 
and children as they said they would. 

Verses 25-31. The whole agreement 
is rehearsed in the ears ot Joahua, 
and the priest, and made them under­
stand the terms. Also the tribes were 
In hearing at the rehearsal and heard 
Moses say that if they did not go 
across to fight, they could not have 
this land ontthe east side. They would 
have to take their chances for land 
on the west side. To all this the tribes 
again agreed. 

Verse 32. This language shows that 
the land of Canaan was restricted to 
the part across the Jordan. Since the 
promised land was greater than the 
land ot Canaan. we can see the two 
and halt tribes were clear of any in­
gratitude in wanting to have their In­
heritance on the east side. Besides, 
when Moses misunderstood their mo­
the and was chastising them, he never 
intimated there was anything wrong 
in their wanting to reside over on the 
ea.st of Jordan. See Gen. 16: 18 for 
description ot the promised land. 

Verse 33. The reader wUI recall 
that when the chIldren at Israel were 
in their journey they encountered the 
Itl,l1ds of Sihon and Og, and were 
attacked by these kIngs. The Lord 
fought for them and gave them the 
lands ot the heathen. (Chap. 21; 24; 
35.) 

Verses 34-42. Atter arriving at an 
understanding with Moses, these tribes 
went to work to build (rebuild) these 
cIties for the use ot their people, 
while they are with their brethren 
warring against the heathen on the 
other side. 

NUMBERS 33 
Verse 1. These are the jO'Uf"1I.I1Y8. 

This chapter as a whole gives the 
record ot the journeys ot the Israelites 
from Egypt to the Jordan. Not all 
at the places they stopped are named 
but enough of them are 80 that a 
person can trace their route on a map. 

Verse 2. Moses wrote the log &8 
bere seen. He wrote it by inspiration, 
but also their journeys were "by the 
commandment of the Lord." It will 
not be useful in a work such as the 
present to make special mention of all 
the places. No other history ia con­
nected with many at them; the mere 
mentlon ot the name would add no 
intormation. We will group a number 
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of them together that wlll include 
places or persons of note. 

Verse 3. Rameses gives the location 
of the Israelites, before departing from 
the land of Egypt. They lett there on 
the fifteenth of the first month. The 
passover was kept on the 14th. We 
shall realize that several mUllan people 
could not pack and get started very 
Boon, after being commanded. at mId­
night, to do so. Therefore. by the 
time they got a good start out of the 
land it was the fttteenVt. And the 
Egyptians saw them leave. They were 
too busy with the number of deaths 
in their own families to bother about 
trying to hinder them nOW. 

Verse 4. The Egyptians must have 
about finished the major work of dis­
posing of their dead and thus had 
opportunity to see them in their move­
ments. They had but newly finished 
the distressing task and were not in 
poSition of body or mind to make 
any sUr as yet. 

Verses 6-7. After leaving Rameses 
their first important stop was Pi­
hahlrotb, a place not far from the Red 
Sea. The history of the events near, 
and in, the Bea is not the subject of 
Moses here, so that is ommitted. 

Verse 8. An interesting observation 
on the brevity of the Bible in some 
places may be made here. "Passed 
through the midst ot the sea." is a 
short account ot what It took the 
14th chapter to detail. The first stop 
ot Importance atter crossing, was at 
Marab. Again the distressing experi­
ence of the stop is not ment1oned. 

Verses 9, 10. The Red Sea was the 
name of the body of water in general; 
not just that of the small arms that 
project upward in northwest and 
northeast fashion. This will account 
for what might be confusion on the 
name and place. 

Verse 11. Attention of the reader 
Is invited to this name Sin. It must 
not be confused with Zln which was 
a different wilderness. The latter was 
nearer the end of their wandering and 
Dot far from the Mldianite country. 
The former was near the mountain of 
Sinai. 

Verses 12-14. Rephidim was the 
place where they complained tor want 
of water. And Moses was here told 
to smite the rock which brought forth 
drinking water. This event is not 
mentioned here. It 18 recorded in 
Ex. 17th chapter. 

Verse 16. The brevity ot the nar­
rative is certainly seen here in that 

only a sbort verse is devoted to tbis 
place ot Stnal whereas they spent a 
year at the tllace. That history Is to be 
seen in other places. The journeys of 
the congregation constituted the sub· 
ject of this vortion ot the Mosaic 
writing. 

Verses 16-36. This whole paragraph 
is put down in the manner explained 
in first and second verses of the chap­
ter. 

Verse 36. This mentions the wilder­
ness spoken about in verse 11, and 
should be dist1nguished from the 
wilderness of Sin. It Is obviOUS that 
the last named place has a significant 
name only by coincidence, and with 
no particular meaning. 

Verse 87. They pitched in the edge 
at Edam. This is significant. Reter­
ence to chapter 20: 21 w1ll explain it 
was because Israel was not permitted 
to go through that land. 

Verse 38. Take note ot the fortieth 
year, as the year of Aaron's death. 
That w1l1 impress the reader with the 
tact that they are very Ilear their 
journey's end since we know that it 
was In the same year that Moses died. 
He w1l1 survive bis brother some 
months, because the Lord has need ot 
him a IItUe while yet. 

Verse 39. Readers who are marking 
their books should include this verse 
as it gives the age of Aaron and will 
be considered in connection with that 
of Moses later. 

Verse 40. The brevity of thts verse 
is another interesting instance ot the 
method of the sacred scripture. Refer­
ence to chapter 21: 1-3 will show the 
circumstances as one where the chil­
-dren ot' Israel made a vow to God 
under the law in Lev. 27: 29 and how 
they carr1ed out that vow. 

Verses 41·47. This paragraph stops 
at the place where Moses was called 
to take a look at the land to which the 
congregation was traveling, but which 
he was not to enter. 

Verses 48, 49. This paragraph brings 
them to the place where they are in 
our present studies of their experi­
ences, and where they had so much 
to go through before being led across 
the Jordan. 

Verses 60-53. Most of this paragraph 
had been delivered to them before. but 
the subject Is so great and the peopJe 
are so forgetful that repetition was 
necessary. The pictures mentioned 
here were figures carved on walls or 
stones or other surfaces and used as 
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'objects of worship. They were Uke -the 
carving of a cameo in our times. 

Verse 54. They were commanded to 
decide the division ot the land as to 
the various tribes by the method of 
the lot. When this vrocedure is used 
by man today It is merely a "chance" 
performance and does not make any 
·logical conclusion. When the Lord re­
sorts to such method he wlll see to 
it that the proper conclusion is 
reached. Such is the meaning at' the 
statement in Provo 16: 33. This was 
simply another of the incidences men· 
tioned by Paul in Heb. 1 : 1. 

Verse 65. The awful prediction and 
warning of this verse may be con­
sidered a history, in the form of 
prophecy. of the book of Judges. Their 
past experiences should bave taught 
them that God always meant what be 
said and saId what he meant. We will 
see that sucb lesson was missed by the 
natton and they had to learn it in 
pain. 

Verse 56. Whlle the threat In thIs 
verse had a variety at fulfUlment yet 
the outstanding one was In their be­
Ing taken Into captivity. God had 
promised to drive out the heathen 
nattODs from the land. Instead, he 
drove out his people through the In­
strumentality of other heathen na­
tions, the Assyrlan.s and Babylonians. 

NUMBERS 34 
V crees I, 2. The land at Canaan Is 

here spoken at as an inheritance fall­
ing to the peovle of God. We always 
think of inheritance as being some· 
thing actually being bestowed on a 

"person to which he was already en­
titled. That is the ease here. God 
had previously given this land to them 
through their great ancestor, Abram. 
(Gen. 12: 7.) Thus, when they go 
over and flght for the possession, it 
will be a warfare of defence. battltng 
for the possession of property already 
rightfully theirs, but being occupied 
by people at foreign origin. 

Verses 3, 4. "Quarter" and "border" 
are words meanng, In general, the 
1.1mlts or lines dividing ott the land 
considered. The details at these var­

"Ions descriptions of said borders may 
be seen in any good map of the coun­
try. 

Verse 6. Starting tram the place last 
named 1n the preceding " paragraph the 
line struck out In a curve (compaSs) 
untn It joined with the "river of 
Egypt" This name should not mls4 
lead the reader. It was the name of 

a small stream flowing in a north· 
westerly direction, into the sea, and 
forming the southern boundary ot' the 
land. 

Verse 6. The "great sea" here Is the 
Mediterranean Sea, which formed the 
western line of the promised land. 

Verses 7·12. As stated a number of 
Umes previously. a distinction must 
always be made between the "promised 
land" and the land of Canaan. Be­
cause of this distinctive fact, the two 
are sometimes confusing. Particularly 
so because the distinction Is not 
speciftcally made by the writers In the 
scriptures. On a subject such as the 
geographical descriptions at the land 
the best information we can obtain Is 
from Borne good map that bas been 
made by men who have traveled In the 
country. See the Pret'ace on this idea 
of consulting works of reference now 
in existence. Another observation that 
should be made in the vresent con~ 
nection Is that the land as a whole 
is being bounded In above description. 
The divisions among the tribes come 
later on. 

Verse 13. The explanation that 
Moses gave the people in this verse 
verifies the remarks of the preceding 
paragraph, for it is explained here 
that the outline recorded, pertained 
only to the possession of the nIne and 
a half tribes who were to settle on 
the west of the Jordan. 

Verses 14, 15. The two and a halt 
tribes are said here to "have received" 
their inheritance on "this side" or 
east Side as they were still on that 
side. Since their operations had al­
ready brought the land under subju­
gation to the children of Israel , It 
might well be spoken of as baving 
been recel ved. 

Verses 16-18. It Is always practlcal 
to have work done in an orderly 
manner. That result can be accom~ 
pUshed by assigning to men their spe­
citic task; Thus in the matter ot' 
dividing the land among the tribes. it 
was directed that a man be selected 
from each tribe for the work. The 
whole thing would be under the Super­
vision at Eleazar the priest and Joshua 
their next leader. 

Verses 19-29 . . This paragraph simply 
names the men from the tribes selected 
to do the work outlined in foregoing 
verses. 

NUMBERS 35 
Verse 1. It Is always well to keep 

our "bearings" when following a nar­
rative. Thus we note that the con· 
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greg&tion 1s at Its last stand before 
cr068tng Jordan. It is ,ust opposite 
Jericho and in the plains of Moab. 

Verse 2. It has already been learned 
that ,the tribe of Levi was not num­
bered with the other tribes because 
of their exclusive appointments COD­
cerniog the tabernacle. Today the 
suburbs of a city are the outskirts of 
the unit or the residential distrIcts. 
In other words, the edges of the city. 
but sttll a part of It. The word In 
the scriptures bas a different meaning. 
It Is from MIGBASHAH and de11ned "a 
suburb (1. e. open country whither 
flocks are driven for pasture), hence 
the area around a building, or margin 
of the sea."-Strong. 

Verse 3. Since the Levttes had no 
single unit or landed estate as a whole 
they must have cities 1n which to 
dwel1. The suburbs were for the use 
of theIr cattle and beasts in genera1. 
Question might arise 8S to wbat use 
they had tor - such place tor cattle 
since they were not to engage in gain­
ful occupation. There Is nothtng said 
about their reproducing these things. 
The other tribes were required to give 
to the Levltes a tenth ot their in­
crease and this included cattle. These 
were tor the personal use and con­
sumption or the tribe. They needed a 
place to keep them tram ODe time of 
tithing to another, and these suburbs 
were lor tbat purpose. 

Verses 4, 5. Any person knows that 
one thousand cubits and two thousand 
cubits aTe not the same. The cities 
were not required to remain just the 
exact size they happened to have at 
the Ume of being possessed. It Urnes 
of prosperity should come and the city 
needed to be enlarged, there must be 
room tor expansIon wUhout having to 
encroach upon the pasture land Im­
mediately joining the walls at the 
cUy. 'rheretore, they were to measure 
a distance of one thousand cubits from 
the wall all around and there begin 
the pasture land. The strip of land 
for the cattle was to be a thousand 
cubits. That would make the total 
measurement all round, including the 
suburbs or pasture land, two thousand 
cubits trom the walls on all sides. 

Verses 6, 7. The total number at 
ciUes that were to be given to the 
Levites was forty·and-eight with their 
suburbs. Of these there were six set 
apart to be cities of refuge. These 
cities were scattered among the pos­
sessions of the twelve tribes and taken 
from them for the exclusive possession 
of the special tribe. 

Ver.. 8. WhUe these lorty eight 
ciUes were taken from all the tribes 
and were scattered variously over the 
territory as a whole, the appropriation 
was made according to the extent of 
the possessions of any given tribe. 

Verses 9·11. The system given under 
Moses Is sometimes called a ·'theoc­
racy." That means "governed by the 
Lord." The only government the Is· 
raeIltes had lor either theIr reUgtous 
or civil guidance was the law of Moses. 
For this reason some provisions of 
the system look more like a civll 
government with its penal and puni­
tive statutes, than like a religious 
system. Among the conditions arising 
among men ltving in a community is 
that ol death. caused by one man to­
ward another. The law ot capital 
punishment given in Gen. 9: 6 required 
that when one man ktlled another 
he must be punIshed witb death. It Is 
known that a kllUng might not al­
ways be deJiberate and bence would 
not come under the heading of mur­
der. Therefore, it was necessary to 
make some provision for the protec­
tion of the killer, who was not guilty 
of murder. That was the purpose ot 
these cities of refuge. 

Verse 12. The avenger of the kill­
ing was the brother or near kinsman 
01 the man killed. (Gen. 9: 5.) Tbeo­
retically. he had the lawful right to 
slay any man who ktlled his brother. 
Yet the kUler might not be a murderer 
and thus not deserve any punishment. 
As protection from the vengeance at 
the executioner the city of retuge was 
open to him. He must be admitted 
therein and held untn he has oppor· 
tuntty to be heard betore the con­
gregation. 

Verses 13, 14. The location of tbree 
cities on either side of Jordan was b~ 
cause two and a half tribes of the chil­
dren at Israel would be Itving over 
there, and there were times when it 
would be difflcult, if not Impossible to 
cross the Jordan. Therefore, the merci· 
ful provision was made that a k1ller 
would have the eastest possible means 
of protection until he could have a. tair 
trial. 

Verse 15. It is the principle of 0.11 
civilized governments that a foreigner 
who may be sojourning in the land 
must be obedient to the laws of that 
land. By the same token he should 
be entitled to the protection ot that 
land. Hence these citieB of refuge 
were for the benefit of all classes as 
to Citizenship. 
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Verses 16·18. The reader will note 
a dttrerence 18 made between a man· 
slayer and a murderer. That dIstinc­
tion 1s just and should be observed 
today. All murder 1s k1l11ng but not 
all kUling Is murder. This distinc­
tion is ignored by the sentimentaUsts 
who cry out against capital punish­
ment for murder. They try to make 
the law of God contradict Jtself be­
cause it condemns murder, yet com­
mands the death of the murderer. This 
Bubject Is treated at length at Gen. 
9: 6. 

Verse 19. As to who was to avenge 
the Blaylng, the reference has already 
been made to Gen. 9: 6. Note here 
that he was authorized to slay the 
other man "when he meeteth him." 
No opportuntty was provIded for ex­
planation then. Therefore. the city or 
reruge was provided faT bis protec­
tion until thegutlt or Innocence had 
been determined by the congregation. 
Of course a maD having kllled an­
other, whether deltberately or other­
wise. would not lose any time trying 
to get to one of these clUes for refuge 
from the avenger. That Is why the 
word "flee" fs used here and also why 
Paul used the word "fled" In Reb. 
6: 18. when considering the refuge 
provided for the sinner if we will flee 
to the salvation offered In Chr1st. 

Verses 20. 21. Thll!! paragraph de­
scrtbes a murderer. He la one who 
'fntended to ktlJ the other and was 
prompted by the moUve of hate. He is 
a murderer and not merely a " man­
slayer. He was to " be punished with 
death. 

Verses 22. 23. Now the man who 
was klJJed under circumstances bere 
described was Just as certainly slain 
as was pnsslble tor a man to be, but 
the quePOtion of guUt Is what was to 
"be constdered. If the kf11tng was not 
deliberate. then it was not murder. 

Verse 24. The court having jurts· 
dlctlou In the trial of the slayer was 
the congregation; and he must be 
taken from the city of refuge to 
whlcb he had fled, to the assembling 
place. and there tried by the omeara In 
power. They must decide whether the 
ktlUng was deliberate and therefore 
was murder. or was not deltberate and 
thus not murder. After reaching their 
concluston they must deal with the 
ease as follows. 

Verse 26. Having found the man not 
guUty of murder, he must be escorted 
back to the city of refuge to which 
he bad lied. Thla must be done under 

vrotection from the revenger of blood. 
The only means ot safety from thtl 
revenger for the present Is the pro­
tection ot the city ot retuge. The 
revenger ot blood was never permitted 
to enter the city to hunt out the 
slayer, but there was a limit to the 
time he was required to remain In the 
city, and that was until the death of 
the High Priest that was in service at 
the time. 

Verses 26·28. If at any time in 
course of the life of that HIgh Priest 
the slayer should venture to go out­
side of the city he would endanger 
himself. It the revenger of blood 
tound him out there he was authorized 
to kill him. This was regardless of 
the fact that he had been found not 
goUty of murder by the congregation. 
It the mao were found guJIty of mur­
der by the congregation, he was to 
be turned over directly to the revenger 
of blood for execution. 

Verses 29, 30. The spectal item in 
this passage Is that it required more 
than ODe witness to prove a man guilty 
of murder. Two men might be out 
together, but with no one else in sight. 
One of them might kUl the other. 
Afterward the revenger of blood would 
learn about It. Then he would bave 
the vower to slay the surviving one, 
tt he caught him out. regardless of 
gull t or innocence. Even it the " 
"brother" ot the slain man were pres­
ent on the occasion the klller might 
outrun htm and reach the City of 
refuge. When brought to the congre­
gation the revenger could be used as 
a witness. Since there would be no 
question of fact as to the killIng the 
thing to be settled would be the mo­
tive. Here 18 wbere more than one 
witness must be required. Previous 
knowledge ot threats or inUmations ot 
bodily harm mIght prove the guilty 
mind of the k1l1er and that would 
prove him a murderer. 

Verses 31, 32. Fines tor petty of­
fences may be regarded a8 just punish. 
ment. In the case ot a murderer, no 
amount of money can be accepted in 
place of the punishment required, that 
is the death of the murderer. 

Verses 33, 34. Here Is a serious 
paragraph In the declaratlona of God. 
It Is not merely an arbitrary law, or 
edict, I.sued by the Lord but a stat ... 
ment ot a poslttve truth. The land 
that allows a murderer to live 18 a 
polluted land. It has the statn of 
blood on it. The only way tbat stain 
con be removed. Is by the blood of 
the one guilty of the murder. Hence, 
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any court or jU17 that finds a man 
guilty or murder and then does not 
require that the murderer be put to 
death 18 Itself guilty of murder. I 
could not conscientiously sentence a 
man guilty of murder, to any kind of 
punishment except capital punishment. 
Anything less Is an insult to God, in 
whose Image every man bas been 
created. which fact Is the divine basie 
of, and motive for, capital punishment 
for murder. 

NUMBERS 36 
Verses 1·4. In order to understand 

this paragraph the reader should turn 
back to chapter 27: 1-11 and fead care­
fully the provision that was made then 
on behalf of these women who had 
been bereft of the men who should 
have inherited land. An addition was 
made in the provision for land by giv­
ing tbese women what would bave been 
possessed by the men. Now a dlmculty 
seemed to come to these later men of 
the tribe. They fear that the favor 
extended to the women to retain the 
land might become strictly a personal 
possessIon or theIrs. Afterwards they 
might decide to marry outside of the 
tribe. In that case the property would 
become al1enated from tts original 
tribe and that was objectionable in 
their view of the matter. It was lIke­
wise objectionable to the Lord. There­
fore, be now ordains that it these 
women wish to retain the property, 
they must marry within their own 
tribe 80 that the land would not pass 
from one tribe to another. 

Verse 6, 6. This Is the decree of 
God as referred to in close of pre­
ceding paragraph. God wished to keep 
the tribal disttnctions intact and thus 
would not permit the Jines to be inter­
rupted through the intermarriages at 
the metnbers thereo~ 

Verse 7. The tathers referred to in 
,this verse meant the ones who were 
heads ot the tribes at the time of 
distribution of the land. They must 
be respected In the matter of the land 
as well as In other matters. 

Verse 8. This law was not meant 
especially as a curb on the chOice of 
men with whom marriage might be 
contracted, but if they desIred to re­
tain their land they must marry 
withIn the trIbe ot theIr fathers. 
Otherwise, they would forfeit their 
land. 

Verse 9. Nothing new In this verse, 
but the importance of the ordinance 
la seen tn that it Is repeated 80 fre-

quently. That is & circumstance to be 
noted In numerous places in the scrip­
tures. 

Verses 10·12. It is gratifying to know 
these daughters obeyed the Lord in this 
matter. Many times we see people 
disregard the law of God when the 
Bubject at marriage is under conside­
ration. However, since these women 
could carry out the natural inclination 
for marriage and at the same time 
do so in a way not to lose their prop. 
erty, perhaps the consideration was 
partly of personal motive as well as 
desire to please God. 

Verse 13. Once more we see the 
important thought brought forth that 
the laws and commandments placed 
{lver the chtldren of Israel were from 
the Lord. They were commanded "by 
the hand ot Moses." This ought to 
settle the question of the authority of 
Moses in the Old Testament. 

DEUTERONOMY I 
General remarks. The books at the 

Old Testament were written in He­
brew but tbe titles are Greek words. 
except when the names of the writers 
are used. The title of this hook is 
from two Greek words. DEUTEROB which 
means "the second" and NOMOS whtch 
means "a law." -Liddell &; Scott. 
Hence the popular definition, "repeti­
tion of law," is correct as a title. The 
contents of the book w1ll justify the 
word. Although much new matter w1ll 
be found in It, yet much also is prac­
tically the same as what the people 
had been told before. The first tew 
chapters will be found to be a recital 
of the J ews' history after leaving 
Egypt and coming on down to their 
arrival in the plains of Moab. 

Verse 1. The congregation is located. 
near the Jordan and not tar from the 
spot where they will cross when the 
time comes for their final m 0 v e 
against the enemy. . 

Verse 2. The actual time they used 
in going from Horeb, or Sinai, to the 
place from which the twelve spies 
were sent was about a year. The time 
that would have been necessary at the 
ordinary rate of travel for those days 
was eleven days. Thus it can be seen 
that God wanted them to have some 
experience in wilderness travel betore 
entering their final goal. Had they 
been submissive to God's will, they 
would ba ve ended their journeys , at 
Kadesh-barnea; however, after their 
sin at that place. the Lord decreed 38 
years more ot wandering. 


