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THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS!
FROM MARY KLAUS, CSA SPONSORSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR and “CHIEF GRATITUDE OFFICER”:
To all of our donors and sponsors, thank you! You have made such a diﬀerence in the lives of our students!
We are happy to bring you news of CSA’s secondary and post-secondary programs in this newsletter.

SECONDARY SCHOOL (HIGH SCHOOL)
With the 2017 school year beginning in January, Crossroads Springs Africa
(CSA) and our Kenyan partners at Kakamega Orphan Care Center (KOCC) have
been extremely busy! In Kenya, local committee members—including KOCC
administrator Nelson Ida, social worker Grace Wambui, and founder/director
Dorothy Selebwa—interviewed candidates for CSA’s secondary school sponsorships
and visited their homes, selecting 23 from Hamisi and 10 from Kakamega. These 33
students are entering Form 1 (high school freshmen). Selection for a CSA
scholarship is made on the basis of a student’s academic scores, character,
written essay, contributions to school and classmates, and recommendations.
The education system in Kenya is very different than in the U.S. The Kenyan government
chooses which school a student will attend, but it does not cover school fees and supplies. Most secondary schools are
boarding schools, and the students bring with them everything they will need, from a washbasin to copy paper.
Currently CSA has 114 students (including the 33 Form 1 students mentioned above) in 40 different schools in the
Hamisi/ Kakamega area of Kenya.
A CSA sponsorship—$700 per year—covers all of a student’s fees and supplies for a year. Sponsors can choose
to make payments annually, quarterly, or monthly to CSA. They receive a photo and a letter from the student at least
once a year and are able to write back, if they wish. Many do write and develop a relationship that becomes important
to both. Currently, we are looking for sponsors for 29 students. Please help if you can, individually or as a group. The
sponsorship form is on our website: www.crossroadsspringsafrica.org

STUDENT VIEWS AND AMBITIONS
In December, KOCC administrator Nelson Ida met with all 22 of the CSA
students who graduated from Form 4. He reports: “Friends, thank you for the
care and generous gift of education for these children. This year a big
achievement has been made and goals have been reached. Twentytwo lives have been improved and empowered, and hope restored
through secondary education.” Ida’s meeting with the students
took place before important exam results were known. He said
that while the students waited for their exam results (and
subsequent invitations to attend college or university), they
helped out at home. Ida mentioned a few students: Thomas Thiavula, who wishes to pursue a course
in nursing, was helping his father run their small business and occasionally helping his brother with
schoolwork. Sylvia Chepkemai, who wants to pursue tourism management or be a teacher, reported
helping her grandmother. And Collins Muhindi, who would like to be an electrical engineer, was at
home assisting his mother.
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IMAGINE THESE REQUIRED SCHOOL SUPPLIES! Our secondary school students in Kenya receive lists of
supplies that they must bring to school. Unlike students in U.S.A., the requirements go far beyond pencils,
notebooks, and calculators. Your $700 sponsorship donation pays for tuition, board and room, and the following
necessities that often vary by school. Staﬀ at KOCC buy the items and help our 114 CSA students “shop” at the care
center, pack up, and be ready to go! Staﬀ and guardians accompany them to school for entry after a session of
counseling, talks, and encouragement that is especially important for the Form 1 students, new to their schools.

Bring to school necessities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Textbooks
“Set” books (fiction, literature—i.e. required reading)
Shoes (needed for Form 1 and Form 3)
Scientific calculator (needed by Form 2 and Form 3)
Geometry books and math tables (needed by Form 1)
Field trip fees (needed once per year)
Toiletry items (including that wash basin!)
Mosquito bed net
Physical education kit
Mattress

Please visit our web site!
www.crossroadsspringsafrica.org

POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM LAUNCHED!
We are in our first year of a new program to send promising high school graduates to college and university.
We have established the Polly Fund for donors’ contributions (named for an international educator’s bequest). It is
a joy to watch our students progress through school, and in 2016 we saw 22 graduate from secondary school and
take the KCSE exam (Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education). This very important exam determines their
eligibility and placement for future studies. Some graduates will be able to choose a path—teaching, polytech, secretarial, or agriculture.
This year we are pleased to oﬀer 10 post-secondary school scholarships. Our CSA board budgeted for four,
and a special foundation grant will fund six more for the two, three, or four years of a vocational or college course!
Please consider a donation to the Polly Fund for Post-Secondary Study. The average cost for each student is
$2,500 per year. Individual donors as well as groups are most welcome!
Sponsorship donations may be made online at www.crossroadsspringsafrica.org, or by mail at CSA, PO Box
242, East Aurora, NY 14052.
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WASHINGTON STATE STUDENTS ORGANIZE
FUNDRAISING CARNIVAL

In September, when secondary students in Kenya were
nearing the end of their school year, their peers in America
were thinking of them—and raising money on their behalf.
Students at Federal Way Public Academy, a college
preparatory school in Washington State, came up with a
creative fundraiser that appealed to families—a carnival. The
academy’s students ran just about every aspect of the event.
They determined a goal; made posters to advertise the
event (in English and other languages, too); chose the
carnival games; purchased or donated prizes; asked the Parent Teachers Association to help supply food
(pizza, popcorn, etc.); and created a schedule of volunteers. The event—a learning experience and a
fundraiser—was a big success. Carnival games included a bean-bag toss, “ninja warrior” obstacle course, fishing
game, and a cake walk. They used a punch-card system to make it easy to collect money in one place.
Throughout the evening, students announced the progress toward their goal, to huge applause. After the
clean-up crew swept and tidied up after the event, and the dollars were counted, the results were made
public: The American students reached their goal, raising enough money to send three Kenyan students to
secondary school for a year—including all their fees and supplies. And now that the school has been paired
up with three Kenyan students, there will surely be letters and photos back and forth between Washington
State and Kenya.
A lot of planning goes into an event like this, but you don’t have to start from scratch. Thanks to the
Federal Way students, we now have a flyer about how to successfully hold a carnival at your school. Contact us
if you would like a copy. Also, this is just one of many possible school-based
fundraisers; if you are looking for fundraising ideas, let us know so we can help.
KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY: OFF TO THE RACES!
On Saturday, May 6, 2017, Crossroads Springs Africa Inc. will host Oﬀ to
the Races, its third annual Kentucky Derby Party, at Knox Farm State Park in East
Aurora, NY. The popular afternoon event includes food catered by Bravo
Restaurant, mint juleps, open wine and beer bar, live bluegrass music, raﬄes, a
silent auction, and a best-hat contest. Also, there will be a live telecast of the
143rd Kentucky Derby and opportunities to pick the winning horse.
All proceeds from the event benefit Crossroads Springs Africa’s eﬀorts to
support secondary students in Kenya. The Crossroads Springs board, based in Western New York, is grateful
to be connected with an ever-widening circle of caring people who support these young people and their
educations. Come and enjoy the Kentucky Derby festivities and help us celebrate the success of Crossroads
Springs Africa’s amazing program in Kenya. If you would like to volunteer at the event, please contact Michele
at mpellette@gmail.com. To purchase tickets, visit the website: www.crossroadsspringsafrica.org.
We are currently soliciting sponsors for Oﬀ to the Races and business ads for the event program.
Sponsorship and ad forms can be downloaded from the website: www.crossroadsspringsafrica.org.
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Visit us on the web at www.crossroadsspringsafrica.org OR on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/crossroadsspringsafrica

How To Donate

Off to the Races!

Checks may be made to:
Crossroads Springs Africa,
PO Box 242
East Aurora, NY 14052
For online donations,
please visit our website:

KENTUCKY
DERBY PARTY

crossroadsspringsafrica.org

For gifts of stock, contact
ahyde37492@aol.com
(subject:Crossroads
Springs).

May 6, 2017, at the
Main House, Knox
Farm State Park,
East Aurora, NY.

We are all volunteers!
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