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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I have been advised that I can say whatever I 
want in my President’s Message. Since this is my 
last President’s Message for the ICBA, I decided 
that it will not have anything to do with the law.  

Consider it the work-life balance episode. 
My family and I took a road trip to Texas 

for spring break this year.  We usually travel 
to Dallas at least once a year as my husband’s 
family lives in Dallas (Paul and I used to live in 
Fort Worth and we met in Austin). But this year 
we decided to add Austin to the agenda to visit 
friends and hang out in a great city.

After much consideration (read: obsessively 
checking all the travel sites for reasonable 
airfare) we concluded that it was too expensive 
to fly during spring break. So we hopped in the 
car and made our trek across the United States 
(2,700 miles round trip from Lansing to Austin).  

Fortunately, my daughters (now ages 5 and 7) 
have some experience with long road trips, so 
we knew how to pack to entertain them for the 
19 hour drive to Dallas. (For those interested, 
we packed a few DVDs including the original 
version of Annie and a bag full of Ever After High 
dolls and American Girl dolls). We also know 

that it is easier to make long drives if we have an 
overnight stop (we typically stop in St. Louis for 
our overnight when traveling to Texas).  

Along our ride, I was trying to explain to my 
girls the route we were taking, what states we 
were going through, and how long different legs 
of the trip would be. 

Now we love technology in our house and have 
lots of gadgets. But one thing that is simply not 
as conducive to teaching children is an electronic 
map. We have the GPS map in our car and we 
have our cell phones with maps, but to see much 
geographically, the map is very small. And you 
really cannot get a good close up peek of one 
state on a cell phone. So at one of our gas station 
fill ups, I purchased a good old fashioned Rand 
McNally road map. Not the kind with the big 
sheet of paper that is impossible to fold back as 
originally packaged (although that might be very 
best kind of map as a teaching tool) but the big 
book that contains separate maps for each state.   

Another great thing about traveling by car 
is that we have more flexibility to stop when 
we went (there was an awesome play structure 
at a rest area between Dallas and Austin), 

Celebrating work-life balance:
A family road trip to Texas

by Liisa Speaker

and traveling in Texas in April means tons of 
bluebonnets along the highways (thank you, Lady 
Bird Johnson!)  The trip gave us the occasion for 
our first ever family photo in the bluebonnets. 

We even spent a couple of days in the Texas 
Hill Country. We enjoyed some great weather 
for the entire week (no jackets!). And of course, 
driving (23 hours total to Austin) means a lot of 
family time, with surprisingly little complaining, 
and very grateful that no one got car sick (don’t 
leave home without children’s Dramamine 

like we did a couple of years ago on a trip to 
Nebraska). 

And unlike driving to Texas in December, 
there is no risk of being caught in a blizzard (that 
happened to us before when I was pregnant with 
our oldest daughter and were on a return trip 
to Michigan when we were sidelined in Wichita, 
Kansas).

So all in all, it was a great week in Texas. And 
it only took five or six, plus four days of road 
time. r

TRAVELING IN TEXAS IN APRIL MEANS TONS

OF BLUEBONNETS ALONG THE HIGHWAYS 

(THANK YOU, LADY BIRD JOHNSON!)
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Tracey L. Lackman
tllackman@loomislaw.com

For all ICBA events and registration links, click here. For events with registration fees, avoid higher on-site 
costs by registering with advance payment.

ON THE DOCKET

Tuesday,
June 16
Noon-1 p.m.

ICBA Probate and Trust Section Meeting
Networking lunch at Kelly’s Downtown,
220 S. Washington Square, Lansing

Marlaine Teahan
mteahan@fraserlawfirm.com
or Rosemary Buhl
rhbuhl@lawrhb.com

Free

When 

Wednesday,
June 10
Noon-1 p.m.

Description/Location

ICBA Family Law Section Meeting
WMU Cooley Law School, Room 911
Topic: TBA
Bring your own brown bag lunch

Cost

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

RSVP

Cynthia Harmon
cynthiaharmon@fosterand 
harmon.com

Free

Thursday,
June 25
Noon-1 p.m.

ICBA Real Estate Section Meeting
WMU Cooley Law School, Room 911
Speaker: TBA

Free

RAISING THE BAR

RAISING THE BAR
Celebrating the achievements of ICBA members

Liza Moore receives  
Golden Gavel Award

Liza Moore, a shareholder of Foster Swift 
Collins and Smith, P.C., has been selected as the 
2015 Golden Gavel Award 
recipient by the Michigan 
Defense Trial Counsel. 

The Golden Gavel 
Award is an annual award 
given to an outstanding 
defense attorney in 
Michigan who has been 
practicing for 10 years 
or less. This award is 
carefully chosen by 
peer defense attorneys 
throughout the state of 
Michigan. 

Moore is a member of Foster Swift’s Litigation 
Practice Group. She has worked on matters 
ranging from civil rights cases to land use 
disputes to employment issues. 

In 2012, Moore worked with other attorneys to 
create the Agricultural Law Section of the State 
Bar of Michigan, and was elected the section’s 
first chairperson in 2013. 

Moore received her undergraduate degree from 
the University of Chicago, and graduated cum 
laude from Indiana University School of Law-
Bloomington.

DTE Energy retiree joins 
growing Okemos firm

Bruce R. Maters has joined the Okemos 
law firm Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC, 
specializing in public 
utility regulatory and 
energy law as well as 
environmental law.  

After over 30 years 
with the state’s largest 
public utility company, 
DTE Energy, Maters has 
joined the firm’s Public 
Utilities and Energy 
Practice Group, where 
he will continue to serve 
DTE Energy as well as 
the firm’s other utility and energy clients. He 
becomes the 13th attorney at the law firm, which 
now serves more than 150 municipalities, drain 
commissioners, libraries and public authorities, 
public utility and energy companies, as well as 
dozens of businesses in its expanding franchise 
practice.

At DTE Energy, Maters practiced before 
both the state and federal courts and before 
regulatory agencies involved in energy related 
matters, particularly the Michigan Public Service 
Commission. He also handled legislative and 
policy issues, served as a registered lobbyist in 

Moore

Michigan, and participated in commercial matters 
involving energy procurement and contracting. 
He retired from DTE Energy as an Assistant 
General Counsel for the company’s Regulatory, 
Environmental and Nuclear practice group.

Maters received his undergraduate degree 
from Western Michigan University and law 
degree from the University of Detroit. He is a 
member of the State Bar of Michigan, Michigan 

Maters

and Federal Energy Bar Associations, and is 
admitted to practice in all Michigan state courts, 
and Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

“We are delighted to have Bruce join us,” said 
Steve Schultz, president of the firm. “He brings 
significant public utility regulatory and energy 
law and environmental law experience and added 
depth to our Public Utilities and Energy Practice 
Group.” r

RAISING THE BAR

mailto:tllackman@loomislaw.com
http://inghambar.org/Events-Calendar.aspx
mailto:mteahan@fraserlawfirm.com
mailto:rhbuhl@lawrhb.com
mailto:cynthiaharmon@fosterand
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INGHAM COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION

You’re invited to the ICBF’s11th annual
Memorial Golf Classic

The Ingham County Bar Foundation is 
hosting its 11th annual Memorial Golf Classic on 
Thursday, June 25 at Hawk Hollow Golf Course, 
15101 Chandler Road in Bath Township. 

Registration and lunch will be at 10 a.m., with a 
shotgun start at 11 a.m. An awards reception and 
program will follow at 4 p.m.

Honorary co-chairs for the event are Judge 
Frank J. DeLuca and Judge Louise 
Alderson.

Interested in sponsoring the event?
Corporate Sponsorship Gold: $1,000
Corporate Sponsorship Silver: $500
Corporate Sponsorship Bronze: $250
Hole Sponsor: $100
(Or donate a prize!)

Corporate sponsors receive their name in the 
on-site program and become a hole sponsor.  
All sponsors will receive recognition in marketing  
before and after the event, and in the e-newsletter.

Registration Form

Sponsorship Form

Publication Schedule
BRIEFS is published by the Ingham 
County Bar Association nine times 
from September to June, with 
a combined December/January 
issue.

Copy Deadline
Submissions are due the 15th 
of the month for the following 
month’s issue, e.g. April 15 for the 
May issue. Exception: the deadline 
for the December/January issue Is 
November 30. Late submissions 
are accepted at the discretion of 
the editor.

BRIEFS Committee Meetings
Normally held the 2nd Monday 
at Speaker Law Firm. Sometimes 
meetings are delayed until the 
3rd Monday of the month. To get 
on the mailing list for meeting 
notices, contact the editor at
briefs@inghambar.org.

Author and Article Pictures
Preferred format is full-color .jpg. 
For head shots, resolution should 
be high enough to be viewed 
clearly when approximating a 
2”x3” online. (Please do not send 
tiny thumbnail shots.)

Article Length
Note: The length of BRIEFS articles 
vary widely, so these are only 
rough guidelines. Articles may be 
edited to fit a specific space.

Raising the Bar notices: 100 to 
200 words.

Local Legal Events notices: 100 
to 150 words.

Columns: 300 to 500 words.

Articles: 700-1,000 words.

Author Specifics:
Writing for BRIEFS is an excellent 
way to publicize your expertise, 
and we encourage your 
submissions! Please send ideas for 
articles or completed articles to 
the editor, Roberta M. Gubbins, at 
rmgubbins@yahoo.com.  

If you do not receive email 
confirmation within 24 hours that 
your article has been received, 
please call Roberta at 734-255-
9119.

Byline
Include your byline, your email 
address, URLs for your social 
media accounts such as Twitter, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, or your 
website and a 2-to 3-sentence 
biography. Please also send a 
photo of yourself in .jpg format, in 
color if possible.

Member Announcements

Raising the Bar
News of changes, honors, 
recognition, etc., for our members 
and law firms is published in 
Raising the Bar. We will accept 
announcements from members of 
ICBA only. 

BRIEFS will accept announcements 
for Super Lawyers designation 
(along with other similar awards, 
like Michigan Lawyers Weekly 
Leaders in the Law, etc), with the 
following conditions:

1. BRIEFS will only publish 
announcements for members of 
the ICBA.

2. The announcement will appear 
in the Raising the Bar section 
of BRIEFS along with other 
announcements.

3. The submission for the 
announcement must comply 
with the applicable copyright/
trademark requirements of the 
Super Lawyer or other publication 
and ICBA takes no responsibility 
for the announcements.

Advertising
See last page for details on display 
and classified advertising.

Help Wanted
Content will be published at no 
charge.

BRIEFS AUTHOR GUIDELINES, POLICIES AND ICBA PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
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Probate section and law students
hear presentation on joint trusts
By CHRISTINE CASWELL

The Probate and Elder 
Law Sections of the State Bar 
provided a free lunch to law 
students at Geoffrey R. Vernon’s 
presentation of Joint Trusts: 
The Good, the Bad, and the 
Alternatives. 

The Sections introduced 
the WMU Cooley students to 
both sections and explained 
what membership would mean 
to them once they became 
attorneys.

As for Vernon’s presentation, 
he explained that the use of 
joint trusts has increased 
in common-law states like 
Michigan because of the current 
estate and gift tax exclusion 
amounts. 

“In most cases, we’re talking 
about spouses,” he said. “It’s 
usually a married couple 

creating a trust for their 
beneficiaries.”

Vernon recommended use 
of these trusts when there is 
a stable marriage; the only 
children are of the marriage; 
all or most assets are regarded 
as marital assets; there are no 
creditor problems or high-risk 
occupations such as one spouse 
being an OB-GYN; there are no 
estate tax concerns; and wealth 
is stable or likely to diminish.

Vernon cautioned the group 
about the IRS’s interpretation 
of complete and incomplete 
gifts which can result in gift tax 
issues and capital gains when 
using joint trusts. There may 
also be problems with stepped-
up basis for beneficiaries. 

“Due to the power to revoke 
or withdraw, the surviving 
spouse’s gift is not complete 

until the death of the first 
spouse,” he said. 

The main advantage of a 
joint trust is lower cost, Vernon 
noted. However, he advised 
using separate trusts for better 
creditor protection, better step-
up options via spousal transfers, 
and when there were “diverse” 
family situations. 

In closing, Vernon said there 
are new legislative efforts to 
create tenancy in the entirety 
ownership in all types of 
personal property, to create 
tenancy by the entirety trusts, 
domestic asset protection 
trusts, and community trusts 
which would allow for a “step-
up in basis in full without 
having to go to court.”

Vernon is with Joslyn & 
Vernon, P.C., located in St. Clair 
Shores. r

SECTION
NEWS

Highlights from recent 
ICBA Section meetings

Submit details from section meetings to BRIEFS editor 
Roberta M. Gubbins by emailing ICBABriefs@inghambar.
com. Submissions are due the 15th of the month for the 
following month’s issue. Photos are encouraged.

PROBATE SECTION

Geoffrey R. Vernon presents Joint Trusts: The Good, 
the Bad, and the Alternatives. – Page 11

PROBATE SECTION

mailto:ICBABriefs@inghambar.com
mailto:ICBABriefs@inghambar.com
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ESTATE STRATEGIESESTATE STRATEGIES

For more information, 
click the social media links 
above, visit www.fraser-
lawfirm.com or the firm’s 
blog.

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

Daniel Moraniec
Fraser Trebilcock

dmoraniec@fraserlawfirm.com
517-377-0879

Ten years have passed since the death of Terri Schiavo. While Terri’s case 
was tragic, her story serves as a lesson to us all about the importance of 
taking the time to prepare the proper legal documents that will help guide 
our families, friends, and courts in situations as heartbreaking as hers. 

At age 26, Terri suffered massive brain damage causing her to enter a 
persistent vegetative state. Terri relied on a feeding tube to survive. She 
lacked documents (i.e., a medical power of attorney, advance directive, 
living will, etc.) explaining her wishes regarding life-prolonging measures. 
Her husband was appointed guardian and came to find himself enmeshed 
in a prolonged legal battle with Terri’s parents over whether to discontinue 
her life support. The story set off a fiery national debate over many issues, 
including the role of government and the courts in making the ultimate 
decision – to live or die – for those who are unable to make it themselves. 

At approximately the same time period as Terri Shiavo’s experience, 
a Michigan man and his wife found themselves in a similar position. 
Michael Martin and his wife were married in 1972. Fifteen years and 
three children later, Michael was catastrophically injured in an automobile 
accident. Like Terri, he remained alive because of life supportive measures 
administered 24-hours a day, including a feeding tube. Although medical 
testimony in the case demonstrated Michael was conscious, the clarity and 
meaningfulness of that consciousness was unclear, as Michael was unable 
to communicate in any significant way. 

A time came when Michael’s wife made the heart-wrenching decision to 
petition the court on Michael’s behalf for the removal of the life supporting 
care. She explained to the court that Michael had repeatedly expressed 
to her and many others that he “would rather die than be dependent on 
people and machines.” 

Ultimately, the Michigan Supreme Court determined that there was not 
clear and convincing proof that “Michael made a firm and deliberative 
decision, while competent, to decline medical treatment in these 
circumstances.” 

In other words, Michael’s wife, even though appointed by the Court to 

Shiavo’s 10-year anniversary
provides reminder to us all

Numerous books were published after Terry Schiavo launched a national debate over 
many issues, including the role of government and the courts in making the ultimate 
decision – to live or die – for those who are unable to make it themselves.

act as his Guardian, did not have the legal authority to take Michael off life 
support. 

The solution in Michigan is a document naming a patient advocate or 
agent to act on your behalf when you are unable to participate in medical 
treatment decisions, including situations such as Terri Shiavo’s. The 
document is officially known as a “patient advocate designation” but also 
goes by names such as a “medical durable power of attorney” or a “durable 
power of attorney for health care.” The patient advocate designation should 
include a statement of your desires for your care and custody, and whether 
you want particular medical or mental health treatment, or both. 

With some exceptions, your patient advocate can do whatever you could 
do with regard to your own health care; however, a patient advocate may 
only make end-of-life decisions to withdraw or withhold life support if your 
patient advocate designation indicates in a “clear and convincing manner” 
that your patient advocate has this authority, and that you understand that 
withdrawing or withholding life support could or would allow your death. 

In Michigan, without such language in your designating document, your 
patient advocate would not be able to “pull the plug.” This would be the 
case even if you had previously verbalized, like Michael Martin allegedly 
did, to your patient advocate that you would not want to be on life support 
if you found yourself in a state similar to Terri or Michael.

> continued on page 14

AT APPROXIMATELY 
THE SAME TIME 

PERIOD AS 
TERRI SHIAVO’S 

EXPERIENCE, 
A MICHIGAN 

MAN AND HIS 
WIFE FOUND 
THEMSELVES 
IN A SIMILAR 

POSITION. MICHAEL 
MARTIN ... WAS  

CATASTROPHICALLY 
INJURED IN AN 

AUTOMOBILE 
ACCIDENT. 

LIKE TERRI, HE 
REMAINED ALIVE 

BECAUSE OF 
LIFE SUPPORTIVE 

MEASURES 
ADMINISTERED 

24-HOURS A DAY, 
INCLUDING A 

FEEDING TUBE.

https://www.fraserlawfirm.com/
https://www.fraserlawfirm.com/
http://www.fraserlawfirm.com/resources/blog/
http://www.fraserlawfirm.com/resources/blog/
mailto:dmoraniec@fraserlawfirm.com
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/daniel-moraniec/a2/213/732
https://www.facebook.com/fraser.trebilcock
https://twitter.com/FraserLawFirm
https://plus.google.com/u/1/b/111092183034144050476/+FraserTrebilcockLansing/posts
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YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION

SHIAVO ANNIVERSARY
continued

> continued on page 16

Michigan does not give your patient advocate any power that you could 
not have exercised had you been able to make and communicate decisions 
on your own. In addition, Michigan law imposes a fiduciary duty on the 
patient advocate and a standard of care which requires the patient advocate 
to act in your best interest. What is in your “best interest” is presumed to 
be what you expressed in writing or otherwise when you were capable of 
doing so. 

The law is such in Michigan that health care providers are legally bound 
to follow the patient advocate’s instructions if the patient advocate complies 
with the various sections of the durable power of attorney for health care 
statute. Health providers are simultaneously required to follow “sound 
medical or, if applicable, mental health treatment practice[s].”

Patient advocate designation forms are available at most local hospitals, 
but beware. Various requirements are required by statute to ensure written 
preferences will be honored and enforced by a court, which emphasizes the 
importance of meeting with an attorney specializing in this area.

MICHIGAN 
DOES NOT GIVE 
YOUR PATIENT 
ADVOCATE ANY 
POWER THAT YOU 
COULD NOT HAVE 
EXERCISED HAD 
YOU BEEN ABLE 
TO MAKE AND 
COMMUNICATE 
DECISIONS ON 
YOUR OWN.

Azin Arbab is a dedicated attorney who 
focuses on immigration practice, criminal 
defense and family law. Arbab is a member of the 
State Bar of Michigan and the New York State Bar 
Association. Her educational training and work 
experience have been geared toward protecting 
human rights with honesty and care.

As an immigrant to the United States, Arbab 
understands the challenges and struggles faced 
by immigrants in the United States. She devotes 
her life to serving and advocating for the rights of 
the immigrant community. Arbab attended The 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School and graduated 
cum laude. In New York City, Azin worked on 
immigration issues in the New York County 
Defender Services office.  

Let’s get to know her a little better:

Q. If you were stranded on a desert island, 
what is the one item you couldn’t live without?

A. Chocolate. I am a chocaholic.

Q. What is your most vivid memory from law 
school?

A. I remember reading my first law 
school case; the famous fox case, Pierson 
v. Post. It took me four hours to finish the 
case. I realized that not only did I have 
to become fluent in English, but also I 
needed to become fluent in the language 
of the law, which, although it bears a 
passing resemblance to standard English, 

Featured Young Lawyer

has its own  
vocabulary and  
rhythms. 

Q. What is the weirdest thing you’ve ever 
eaten? 

A. In light of full disclose, I am not a 
vegetable lover. Therefore, the weirdest 
thing I have ever eaten is any vegetable in 
any shape or form. 

Q. If you could sit down to dinner with one 
person (dead or alive), who would it be and why?

A. I would love to sit down and have 
dinner with Cyrus the Great, a man 
who believed in religious tolerance, 
abolishment of slavery and freedom of 
choice of profession. 

Q. If you knew you were going to be stranded 
on a desert island, what is the one book you 
would bring with you?

A. I would bring Gone with the Wind. 
According to Margaret Mitchell, the book 
is about what makes some people able to 
come through catastrophes and others, 
apparently just as able, strong and brave, 
go under.

Q. If you could tell a young lawyer one thing 
about practicing law, what would that be in 20 
words or less? 

Azin Arbab
ESTATE STRATEGIES
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Second annual 
‘The Paper Chase’ 
a huge success 

Thank you to all who braved the weather to participate 
in the second annual The Paper Chase 5K on Sunday 
May 31.  

Your participation in this event and your continued 
support for the ICBA Young Lawyers Section allows us 
to continue to provide opportunities and resources to 
young lawyers in our area. 

A portion of the proceeds from this race will also 
benefit Legal Services of South Central Michigan.

A. The practice of law is a very 
noble thing, and I want all new 
lawyers, including myself, to 
make sure that it will be a little 
bit more noble with us in it. 

Q. What is the most exotic place 
– or place furthest from Michigan – 
that you have traveled?

A. I have traveled around the 
world, sometimes even time 
traveled, via the pages of books. 
I have been in Paris with Desire, 
Napoleon’s First Love; I visited 
India with Gandhi; and traveled 
to Russia with Leo Tolstoy.

Q. Who is the one person you’ve 
learned the most from in your life 
and what is one lesson you’d like to 
pass on to members of the bench 
and/or bar?  

A. My parents are my idols; 
they have inspired me to 
always work hard to achieve 
the best out of life, without 
compromising my goals and 
beliefs.

  And for the last question 
I want to remind everyone, 
including myself, that we have a 
duty of good faith to each other. 
It is a noble principle which 
includes an obligation to act in 
a way that doesn’t reflect poorly 
or unethically on each other. r

FEATURED YOUNG LAWYER
continued

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION

We congratulate our winners. 
The top three women to finish 
were Elaina Swartzlander 
(first), Carla Wardin (second), 
and Stacia Buchanan (third).  

The top three men to finish 
were Andrew Stephenson 
(first), Takura Nyamfukudza 
(second), and Matthew 
Saffarian (third).  

Willingham and Cote was 
awarded the participation 
trophy for having the largest 
team and Mallory, Lapka, Scott 
& Selin won the fastest team 
award.

Congrats to all our winners!

This race would not be 
possible without the support 
of the following generous 
sponsors: Loomis, Ewert, 
Parsley, Davis & Gotting, 
P.C.; The Nichols Law Firm; 
Church Wyble, PC; Murphy & 
Spanguolo, P.C.; Sinas, Dramis, 
Brake, Boughton & McIntyre, 
P.C.; White, Schneider, Young & 
Chiodini, P.C.; Alane & Chartier, 
P.L.C.; Fraser Trebilcock; Foster 
Swift and Patricia Scott; and 
the Speaker Law Firm.  

Also, a big thank you to 
Creative Wellness for offering 
our participants free massages!Volunteers and runners at The Paper Chase 5K.

We hope that this will be 
an event that brings the legal 
community and its extended 
family together for years to 
come! r

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION
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From left, Melvin McWilliams, Hon. Donald Allen and 
Hon. Clinton Canady III enjoy their dinner.

Hon. Patrick Cherry (left) and Frank Reynolds pose for a 
photograph.

Click for a video of the room at the ICBA’s annual Shrimp Dinner.

The 71st Annual Shrimp Dinner and meeting 
was held on May 20th at the Liederkranz Club in 
Lansing. 

One hundred ninety-five ICBA members, 
friends and family came together to eat the 
shrimp deliciously prepared by our 12 wonderful 
volunteers, led by event chairs Robert Reifor 
and Elias Kafantaris. 

The election of the following new ICBA Board 
members was announced: James L. Dalton, 

SHRIMP 
DINNER

71st annual

Sandra J. Lake, Charles A. Lawler and H. 
James White.

Lindsay Dangl will serve as the President 
of the Young Lawyers Section. Elected to serve 
a two-year term from July 1, 2015 to June 30, 
2017 are: Jackie A. Dupier, Katherine 
Mortensen, Lin-Chi Wang and Christopher 
Wickman. 

The ICBA thanks the following sponsors, 
whose contributions help continue the 71-year 

tradition of the annual Shrimp 
Dinner: Alane & Chartier, 
PLC, Fraser Trebilcock Davis 
& Dunlap, PC, Sinas, Dramis, 
Brake, Boughton & McIntyre, 
PC, Speaker Law Firm, PLLC, 
White Law, PLLC, Willingham & 
Coté, PC, and Baird and Zulakis, 
P.C. 

We also acknowledge the 
contributions of our Premium 
Sponsors: Alane & Chartier, 
PLC, Fraser Trebilcock Davis 
& Dunlap, PC, Sinas, Dramis, 
Brake, Boughton & McIntyre, 
PC, Speaker Law Firm, PLLC 
and Willingham & Coté, PC. r

https://youtu.be/ptOYA-wbcrA
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By JERRE CORY
Development Consultant
Ingham County Sobriety Court Foundation

At the October 2014 Ingham County Sobriety 
Court Foundation annual breakfast, the 
graduate speaker, Shawn, a former drug and 
alcohol abuser, spoke of his life being saved by 
his participation in Sobriety Court. He proudly 
shared that he was finally able to be fully present 
in his young daughters’ lives. 

One of our Sobriety Courts has shared this 
graduate’s words: “I remember ... when I was 
confident, purposeful and financially organized. 
I have that back. I am excited about what the 
new day brings. Spiritually, I’m content. What an 
awesome life I’ve had the opportunity to regain 
because of Sobriety Court. Thank you!”

Ingham County is a leader in directly 
impacting the issues associated with drunk 
driving and drug abuse. To date, nearly 500 
graduates have benefitted from the Sobriety 
Court programs. These graduates might have 
spent years in jail or prison instead of recovery if 
these Sobriety Courts were not available to 2nd 
and 3rd time offenders. Our four Sobriety Courts 
utilize judicial intervention to involve all criminal 
justice stakeholders-prosecutors, defense 
attorneys, probation officers, law enforcement, 
and alcohol and drug treatment professionals.

Founded in 2007 by Judge Rosemarie Aquilina, 

Sobriety Court Foundation 
holds annual breakfast

the foundation was developed to support local 
sobriety courts in meeting the needs of its 
participants. 

President of the Board John Nicolucci, an 
attorney at Foster, Swift, Collins and Smith, 
states: “The job of the Ingham County Sobriety 

Court Foundation is to 
support in every way we 
can, the important work 
of these courts and their 
participants.” 

The foundation provides 
individual support at the 
request of a probation 
officer. Items that might 
be funded include bus 
passes, incentives in the 
way of gift certificates, 
gas cards, payment 

for identification documents, payment for a 
special treatment or program needs, calendars, 
backpacks, transportation, childcare, pizza for 
graduation, and other issues as they arise for 
participants. 

Contrary to what some might think, the 
journey to sobriety is long, expensive and 
requires dedication and support. All of the 
Sobriety Courts in Ingham County receive grant 
money and the foundation supplements this 
by supporting the requests made by probation 
officers on behalf of their Sobriety Courts.

These programs boast a national success rate 
of 88% due to their interdisciplinary approach to 
recovery and sobriety. Participants may take as 
long as two years to complete the program. Once 
a year, the foundation hosts a breakfast to benefit 
the participants of local sobriety courts: 
n 54A District Court - Hon. Louise Alderson
n 55th District Court - Hon. Donald Allen, Jr.
n 30th District Court - Hon. Janelle Lawless
n 54B District Court - Hon. Andrea Andrews 

Larkin. 
 These courts have very strict requirements 

for their participants to attend treatment 
programs, report to probation officers, attend 
meetings, appear in court, attend counseling, and 
reorganize their lives and priorities. Each court 

has its own requirements and its programs are 
individually tailored to each person. 

FACT: Drug and Sobriety Courts produce cost 
savings ranging from $3,000-$13,000 per client. 
These cost savings reflect reduced prison costs, 
reduced revolving door arrests and trials, and 
reduced victimization.

FACT: Family re-unification rates are 50% 
higher for Drug and Sobriety Court participants.

SOURCE: National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals (www.nadcp.org/learn/facts-and-
figures).

Nationally, the statistics for crime, deaths, 

Host Sheri Jones” speaking at the Sobriety Court Foundation annual breakfast.

Nicolucci

> continued on page 22

http://www.nadcp.org/learn/facts-and-figures
http://www.nadcp.org/learn/facts-and-figures
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SOBRIETY COURT
continued

ABOUT THE
AUTHORS

The Holmes Youthful Trainee Act (“HYTA”) was enacted to prevent 
young people from being “stigmatized with criminal records for 
unreflective and immature acts” by providing them an opportunity to 
avoid misdemeanor and felony convictions through periods of supervised 
probation or incarceration. People v Perkins, 107 Mich App 440, 444; 309 
NW2d 634 (1981); MCL 762.11 et seq. 

On May 20, 2015, Governor Snyder signed Public Acts 31, 32, and 33 of 
2015 into law amending HYTA in multiple and significant ways. Generally, 
the new amendments expand the age range of persons eligible for relief 
under HYTA, institute a requirement for prosecutorial consent in some 
cases, create new sentencing options for judges, and reduce the maximum 
prison sentence for youthful trainees from three to two years, in addition to 
other administrative changes. 

Under HYTA, a judge has the discretion to accept the guilty plea of an 
eligible individual and assign him or her to youthful trainee status, which 
occurs without entering a judgment of conviction. If assigned to youthful 
trainee status, the individual is then sentenced in accordance with the 
terms of HYTA, and, upon successful completion of the sentence, the 
individual’s criminal case is dismissed without conviction and the records 
of the proceedings are sealed. Because HYTA allows young offenders to 
avoid having a criminal conviction on their record it provides a favorable 
resolution for qualifying persons.

The first step in determining whether a client is eligible for HYTA is 
to identify the client’s age at the time of the commission of the charged 
offense—not the date that the client is actually charged with the offense 
or the client’s age at the time of a plea or sentencing. Before the recent 
amendments, a person must have committed the offense on or after his 
or her seventeenth birthday but before his or her twenty-first birthday. 

Holmes Youthful Trainee Act 
amendments expand eligibility 
for young adults charged  
with criminal offenses

> continued on page 23

injuries, and the cost to society 
are enormous for crimes related 
to addiction. 

We are doing our part in 
Ingham County to serve and 
protect our citizens. You can 
help the Ingham County 
Sobriety Court Foundation by: 

1. Attending our annual 
breakfast and supporting 
graduates who have successfully 
completed the programs.

2. Donating to the 
foundation. (address: Maner 
Costerisan, 2425 E. Grand 
River Ave, Ste.1, Lansing, MI 
48912.

3. Attending a graduation 
ceremony at one of the courts.

4. Educating others about 
recovery and encouraging 
attorneys to use sobriety courts 
to help their clients gain and 
maintain sobriety. r

---
Save the Date: This fall’s 

Ingham County Sobriety Court 
Foundation breakfast is 7:30 
a.m. on October 23 at the 
Country Club of Lansing. RSVP 
to Sharla at 517-371-8118.

The following letter was written by a recent Sobriety 
Court graduate:

“Recovery is not only hope. It is an intense journey 
to a better way of life. For some people this journey 
begins when we acknowledge our addiction, whether 
it is drugs, alcohol, food, shopping, gambling or sex, 
and we admit to ourselves that our lives have become 
unmanageable. Addiction in a way is like a disaster. And 
when we start recovering from disasters we start to pick 
up the broken pieces and put them back together. We go 
through the stages of grief. Our mind becomes clearer 
and with willingness and open mindedness we start to 
see how our lives had become a victim to the disease 
of addiction and we want a better way of life. In my 
personal experience with addiction, to say the least I was 
lost, depressed, and lifeless. Without recovery I would 
have stayed in despair and as we know with diseases, if 
left untreated they only progress. I am thankful that I 
found this new and better way of life when I did. So how 
can I explain something that can only be experienced? 
It is almost overwhelming when I reflect on the word 
recovery and what it means to me. In this journey of 
recovery I have grown, humbled, listened, taught, and 
led. I have transformed tremendously and it’s a feeling 
that can’t be explained. As long as I continue with 
recovery I know there will be even greater things to look 
forward to, always, because this journey never ends.” r

An intense journey
that never ends

Alexander S. Rusek
alexrusek@whitelawpllc.com

517-316-1195
Rusek is an attorney 
at White Law PLLC in 
Okemos. His practice 
focuses on civil litigation, 
small business law, and 
criminal defense among 
other areas of practice. 

John W. Fraser
Fraser is a law clerk 
at White law PLLC in 
Okemos. He is a May 
2015 summa cum laude 
graduate of the Michigan 
State University College 
of Law. Mr. Fraser looks 
forward to beginning 
his career as an attorney 
in the Michigan Court 
of Appeals Prehearing 
Division this fall.

mailto:alexrusek@whitelawpllc.com
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CONTESTED PROBATE MATTERS
continued

> continued on page 24

Now, the upper age range has been expanded to offenses committed before 
the person’s twenty-fourth birthday. However, the new amendments also 
require that the prosecuting attorney consents to grants of HYTA status for 
offenses committed after a person’s twenty-first birthday but before his or 
her twenty-fourth birthday. 

In addition to qualifying for HYTA by age, the person must plea to a 
qualifying offense. As a general matter, a person that pleas to a major 
controlled substance offense, a traffic offense, or certain criminal sexual 
conduct offenses are not eligible for HYTA. It is important to note that the 
existence of a prior criminal record, including prior felony convictions, does 
not automatically render an individual ineligible for HTYA. 

The new amendments not only expand the eligibility for HYTA, but 
also include multiple administrative changes. The first of these changes 
grants a judge the discretion to require the youthful trainee to continue or 
actively seek employment or education at a high school, community college, 
university, or trade school as a condition of his or her youthful trainee 
status. The second change grants a judge the discretion to subject youthful 
trainees who committed their offense on or after their twenty-first birthday 
but before their twenty-fourth birthday to electronic monitoring during 
their time as a youthful trainee.

Third, HYTA now requires that youthful trainee status be revoked if the 
person pleads guilty to or is convicted of a number of offenses after being 
placed on youthful trainee status. A court shall revoke youthful trainee 
status upon a guilty plea to or a conviction of: any life offense felony; a 
major controlled substance offense; specifically enumerated offenses 
related to firearms and weapons; specifically enumerated assaultive 
offenses including robbery and home invasion; specifically enumerated 
criminal sexual conduct offenses; any firearm offense as defined in MCL 
28.421; and any violation of the sex offenders registration act by an 
individual required to comply with that act. As was the case prior to the 

amendments, upon revocation of youthful trainee status, a court may enter 
an adjudication of guilt and proceed as provided by law. 

Fourth, HYTA has been amended to reduce the maximum period 
of incarceration for a youthful trainee from three years to two years. 
Additionally, if a youthful trainee less than twenty-one years of age is to 
be incarcerated, then he or she must be committed to an institutional 
facility designed for that purpose. Further, youthful trainees that serve 
time in jail or prison may now be sentenced to serve up to one year of 
probation following their release. A youthful trainee may still be sentenced 
to a maximum of three years of probation if they are not incarcerated. 
It should be noted that there are offense-based restrictions on a court’s 
ability to commit a youthful trainee to the department of corrections. 
These exceptions include enumerated drug offenses, enumerated weapon 
offenses, and other offenses. 

Finally, the new amendments contain multiple other relatively minor 
administrative changes to HYTA. As such, the entire act should be 
reviewed by practitioners to determine if their current or future clients 
are eligible for youthful trainee status and the great benefit of avoiding a 
criminal conviction.  r

IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO NOTE THAT THE 
EXISTENCE OF A 
PRIOR CRIMINAL 
RECORD, 
INCLUDING 
PRIOR FELONY 
CONVICTIONS, 
DOES NOT 
AUTOMATICALLY 
RENDER AN 
INDIVIDUAL 
INELIGIBLE FOR 
HYTA.

THE ENTIRE 
ACT SHOULD BE 

REVIEWED BY 
PRACTITIONERS 

TO DETERMINE IF 
THEIR CURRENT OR 

FUTURE CLIENTS 
ARE ELIGIBLE 

FOR YOUTHFUL 
TRAINEE STATUS.
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People in Calhoun County who can’t afford an 
attorney have a new place to go for assistance 
with legal problems – the Michigan Legal Help 
Self-Help Center Network of Calhoun County. 

In fact, they have five new places to go, 
because these Self-Help Centers are located in 
the Willard, Helen Warner, Homer, Albion, and 
Tekonsha branches of the public library. 

Visitors can access computers and printers, 
and get help using the Michigan Legal Help 
website to find information about representing 
themselves in simple civil legal matters. The 
centers are open for business as of May 1st  and 
are open the same hours as the libraries.

These self-help centers are part of the 
Michigan Legal Help (MLH) Program, a free, 
nonprofit legal self- help website and MLH local 
self-help centers across the state. Self-help center 
navigators help visitors use MichiganLegalHelp.
org and answer questions about court processes. 
Navigators cannot give legal advice.

“We are pleased to have five new Michigan 
Legal Help Self-Help Centers in Calhoun County,” 
said Hon. John A. Hallacy, Chief Judge of the 
10th District Court. “The library locations will 
enable residents to easily access free legal forms 
and information. Many of the people who appear 
in our courts can’t hire attorneys to represent 
them. Making the Michigan Legal Help website 
readily available, then adding extra help from the 

Legal self-help centers  
open in Calhoun County

Self-Help Center navigators, is a great way to help 
people prepare themselves for court.”

The Michigan Legal Help Program strives to 
make legal information easier to understand and 
to help people properly and efficiently navigate 
the court system. 

The website contains articles on legal topics, 
common questions with 
answers, and instructional  
checklists to help people  
represent themselves.  
Many court forms can be  
filled out online using a  
simple question and answer  
interview format.

The website can help users look for a lawyer 
in their area if they need more assistance. It also 
includes information about local community 
services and details about the court(s) where a 
website visitor’s legal issue may be handled.

“We are excited to be working with the 
libraries in Calhoun County,” said Michigan 
Legal Help Project Director Angela Tripp. She 
added, “The support for this self-help center 
includes judges and staff from the Calhoun 
County courts, legal aid lawyers, library staff, 
and others. 

“All of the Michigan Legal Help self-
help centers operate successfully with this 
community-based approach.” r

Catholic Lawyers 
Spring Luncheon

The Lansing Catholic Lawyers 
Guild held its annual Spring 
Luncheon on June 9 with 
many attorneys from Ingham 
County and surrounding areas 
attending.

The guild was honored to 
have Michigan Court of Appeals 
Judge Michael Gadola as the 
featured speaker for the event.

If you would like to become 
a member of the guild, contact 
Nolan, Thomsen & Villas, P.C. 
for a membership application. r

Lawrence P. Nolan (left), President of the Board of Directors of the Lansing Catholic Lawyers Guild, presents guest 
speaker Hon. Michael Gadola a gift of “Render Unto Ceasar” on behalf of the guild.

(From left) Nolan, Gadola and Hon.
Cliff Taylor chat before the luncheon.

Attendees from Ingham County and 
surrounding areas line up for lunch.

http://www.michiganlegalhelp.org/
http://www.michiganlegalhelp.org/
http://www.michiganlegalhelp.org/
http://www.michiganlegalhelp.org/
http://www.michiganlegalservices.com/
http://www.michiganlegalservices.com/
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Cindy Jasmin is a May 2015 
graduate of the Western 
Michigan University Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School. She recently 
completed an internship at the 
Sixty Plus, Inc. Elderlaw Clinic.

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

Cindy Jasmin

As attorneys, it is our 
responsibility to outline the 
duties of the attorney-client 
relationship to clients, and in 
doing so sometimes we tend 
to submerge our clients with 
letters. 

Client cover letters and 
retainer agreements are sent to 
commence the attorney-client 
relationship, not to mention the 
other paperwork and letters 
that will follow. While it is 
important to document and 
communicate to our clients 
through letters, the process can 
be overwhelming. 

In order to establish a 
professional relationship 
with the client, a well-drafted 
engagement letter is an effective 
way of memorializing the terms 
of hire.

What is an engagement 
letter? According to Sample 
Engagement Letters and 
Fee Agreements by P. A. 
Henrichsen, an engagement 
letter is a written letter by 
which the attorney formally 

ELDER LAW

Refresh engagement letters
to avoid miscommunication

notifies the client that he or she 
will engage in legal services. 

The letter is directed to the 
client—signed by both lawyer 
and client—reduced to writing 
and sets forth the exact duties 
of the law firm, the lawyer, and 
the client. 

The agreement identifies 
what the lawyer will—and 
will not—do for the client. 
The letter is created after the 
initial conference with the 
client, during which a tentative 
agreement has been reached. 
It identifies the nature of the 

problem, what happens during 
the process, how fees and costs 
will be paid, and how materials 
received by the law firm will be 
stored and destroyed. 

Most importantly, the 
engagement letter prevents 
misunderstandings regarding 
the responsibilities of each 
party to the attorney-client 
agreement.

Everything that is contained 
in the engagement letter should 
be discussed with the client 
during the initial meeting. The 
engagement letter then serves as 
a written record documenting 
the scope of the representation 
and the expectations and 
responsibilities of both the 
attorney and the client. 

The introduction should 
clearly identify the client. 
If representing a corporate 
client, make it clear that it is 
the interest of the corporation 
that will be represented, not 
the interests of any specific 
employees. 

If representing clients jointly, 

you should explain that it is 
not uncommon for parallel 
interests to deviate during 
the representation. You will 
also want to include various 
circumstances when your firm 
may or may not continue to 
represent some of the parties. 
If representing a fiduciary, spell 
out what that means. 

Clients should be informed as 
to who will be working on the 
matter and whom they should 
contact with questions. 

Conversely, the agreement 
should identify the best ways 
to reach the client, and who, if 

anyone, the firm may discuss 
the case with other than the 
client. 

The engagement letter should 
cover how the client’s funds 
will be handled and identify the 
amount of retainer. 

It should also inform the 
client of their right to terminate 
the attorney-client relationship 
at any time and the various 
circumstances under which 
the firm may withdraw from 
representation. 

Finally, indicate to the client 
that his or her signature not 
only acknowledges that he or 

she has assented to the terms 
of the agreement, but also that 
it has been read, reviewed, 
and understood, and that no 
representations have been made 
regarding the outcome of the 
case. 

Expressly state that work 
on the case will not begin 
until the firm has received a 
signed copy of the agreement. 
And remember clients 
want contracts that they 
can read and understand; 
plain English prevents poor 
communication and prevents 
misunderstandings. r

While it is important 
to document and 
communicate to 
our clients through 
letters, the process 
can be overwhelming. 
To establish a 
professional 
relationship, a well-
drafted engagement 
letter is an effective 
way of memorializing 
the terms of hire.

ELDER LAW
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networking ... and other matters

Search engine optimizationor

Roberta M. Gubbins is a 
lawyer who writes, ghost-
writes and edits market-
ing materials for lawyers 
and law firms. She is also 
the Editor of BRIEFS. Her 
blog is www.draftthree.
blogspot.com. 
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Roberta M. Gubbins
www.robertamgubbins.com

rmgubbins@hotmail.com
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Jane Consumer is seeking a lawyer to help her with her legal problem. 
No one in her family has ever hired an attorney so she turns to the Internet 
for help. Typing in a few search terms, such as location and legal issue, a 
few names pop up in a matter of seconds. 

How does that happen? How does Google or Yahoo or Bing take her 
words and match them with information?

They use automated robots (a.k.a., algorithms) that crawl through the 
web to provide a list of websites relevant to particular problems. The robots 
find a number of sites. Since it is programed to assume that the more fre-
quented sites have the most valuable information, it ranks what it finds ac-
cording to popularity. Soon a list of the most popular and relevant websites 
is presented to the seeker. 

You want your website to be one of those that is listed. Creating a rel-
evant and popular site that gets lots of visitors is called search engine op-
timization (SEO). SEO is the process of using strategies and techniques to 
obtain a high-ranking placement in the search results. 

Google, the most used search engine, suggests these techniques:
n Create a useful, informative site,
n Make your site easy to navigate with clear hierarchy and text links,
n Know your prospective audience--the topics of your pages should in-

terest them, and
n Create an accurate title for each page, one that succinctly and accu-

rately describes the content.

Strategies suggested for lawyers include:
n Think local. Rather than identifying yourself as “Michigan Law Firm” 

try target keywords such as “Eaton Rapids Personal Injury Law Firm,”
n Build a site based on your practice area, 

How those robots find you

n Present a high quality website that conveys trust and experience--in-
clude lawyer bios, press coverage, awards, community service or publica-
tions.

Lately marketing gurus are advising the use of a more focused market-
ing campaign using “Long-tail SEO.” Long-tail SEO is more direct way to 
attract consumers to your website. Instead of using two word search key-
words you can use more such as “What you need to know to write a will.” or 
“What to consider when selecting a guardian for your child.” or “What is a 
contract?”

You benefit from long-tailed SEO campaigns because long-tailed search 
keys represent the specific products or services people are actually look-
ing for. After finding your site and reading your information, the consumer 
knows more about estate planning or contract writing and feels a connec-
tion to you. At that point it is easy to send you a query or pick up the phone 
and call for an appointment. 

Jane Consumer will find you if the content of your site and her search 
words connect. That is, if 1) she is looking for an Eaton Rapids Personal 
Injury Attorney and 2) your website uses those keywords, Eaton Rapids, 
Personal, Injury Attorney and 3) the search engine robots find those words 
and, therefore, sends your site as one of several that can help with her prob-
lem.  Now it is up to the content of your website to convince Jane to make a 
call. r

http://www.draftthree.blogspot.com/
http://www.draftthree.blogspot.com/
http://www.robertamgubbins.com/
mailto:rmgubbins@hotmail.com
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IF YOU GO... 

THE COSMOS
611 E Grand River Ave.

Lansing
517-897-3563

www.thecosmoslansing.com

ZOOBIES OLD 
TOWN TAVERN
611 E Grand River Ave.

Lansing
517-483-2737

www.zoobiesoldtowntavern.com

The Cosmos and Zoobies 
Old Town Tavern are both 
run by restaurant group 

Potent Potables Project and 
are connected via a short 

hallway. Group owners Sam 
Short, Aaron Matthews and 
Alan Hooper also operate 

The Beer Grotto, located at 
500 E. Michigan Ave.

For my inaugural review, I chose Zoobies Old Town Tavern and The 
Cosmos’ Trust Us Dinner. The Cosmos sold 42 tickets for this food, 
beer, and wine pairing that took place on May 21. The $99 entry fee 

seemed a bit steep from the onset given the scant amount of detail in the 
advertising; however, the seven course food-fest lasting four hours lived up 
to the tab. 

The Cosmos has a “trust us” option on the menu where it is essentially 
chef’s choice. This dinner was created along those same lines with chef 
Dan Konopnicki pairing food items with different beer and wine options 
throughout the night. Sam Short did a number 
with the liquid portion of the menu, bringing 
Andrew Jones from Field Recordings wine out 
from California to provide background and 
tasting notes throughout the experience.

Without getting too far into the weeds, I will 
refer you to the picture to easily digest the 
menu. Everything was delicious, however I was 
blown away by the second course. I am not a 
vegetable fanatic, but the salad put together 
with english peas, stinging nettles, baby white 
asparagus, zucchini (subbed out for summer 
squash), and topped off with beurre blanc was 
particularly special. 

Chef, in essence, made a pasta dish by shav-
ing the squash into a fettuccine shaped noodle. 
These flavors melded quite well with the un-
sauvignon blanc “grotto” wine that Field Re-

Jordan G. Leaming is an 
Associate Attorney with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan. His areas of 
practice are Health Care, 
Insurance, Medicaid and 
Medicare.
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Jordan G. Laeming
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THE PLATE DEPARTMENT

Food you should be 
eating

cordings made especially for the Beer Grotto, another establishment in the 
Zoobies/Cosmos portfolio.

There were more traditional offerings of scallops, lamb loin chop, and 
braised beef. What really added to the night were the palate cleansing 
dishes that were not all on the menu. Guests were treated to a ginger man-
go cheese, a wild hot chili ice cream, and the classic Negroni that was the 
pre-course cocktail. 

As always, the service was delightful. Mimi,Tyler, and Meche did a great 
job of keeping the wheels on the seven course fun ride. 

Going into the night I was expecting a number of pizza options given that 
Chef Dan does so many delicious options out of the Cosmos pizza oven. The 
biggest surprise was tasting all of the fabulous pairings where the tradition-
al flat bread was absent. This event allowed Chef Dan to show he has more 
in the tank than simply topping pizzas and that is exciting for menu options 
in the future.

If you have not tried Zoobies or Cosmos yet, head up to Old Town Lan-
sing and enjoy the food and beverage hot spot that is sure to impress your 
most discriminating food critic. r

THE PLATE DEPARTMENT

http://www.thecosmoslansing.com/
http://www.zoobiesoldtowntavern.com/
mailto:jleaming@bcbsm.com
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING 
Contact Madelyne Lawry
mlawry@inghambar.org, 517-627-3938

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Business card (2”H x 3.5”W)
$50/1 ad $170/4 ads $280/9 issues

1/4 page (4.5”H x 4”W)
$100/1 ad $340/4 ads $560/9 issues

1/2 page (9.33”H x 4”W or 4.5”H x 8.5”W)
$200/1 ad $780/4 ads $1,120/9 issues

Full page (9.33”H x 8.5”W)
$375/1 ad $1,275/4 ads $2,100/9 issues

(Because BRIEFS is designed for optimal online 
viewing, we suggest at least 11-point text be 
used on advertising. Ads should be submitted in 
JPG format.)

CLASSIFIED ADS 
LITIGATION ATTORNEY
Established East Lansing law firm has an immedi-
ate opening for an attorney with three to five 
years litigation experience. Candidate must have 
significant experience taking depositions, writing 
briefs and attending motion hearings.

Please send resume, law school transcript, writing 
sample and salary requirement by June 12, 2015 
to HR Manager, 333 Albert Ave, Ste 500, East Lan-
sing, MI 48823 or email to careers@willingham-
cote.com. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Classified, law firm & business links
$25/1 ad, $85/4 ads, $140/9 issues

Help wanted
Help wanted ads will be published at no charge.
ICBA reserves the right to refuse advertising it deems 
inappropriate or does not meet graphical standards. 
Payment must be received in advance of ad insertion. 

Mail your advertising contract with payment to:
 ICBA
 P.O. Box 66
 Grand Ledge, MI 48837

For non-billing questions regarding ad placement, 
contact the BRIEFS editor at icbabriefs@gmail.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE:
APPOINTMENT OF NEW MAGISTRATE JUDGE
The Judicial Conference of the United States 
has authorized the appointment of a full-time 
U.S. Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan at Flint. The current annual salary of 
the position is $185,012. The term of office is 
eight years.

Copies of the complete notice and the appli-
cation form may be obtained at www.mied.
uscourts.gov. In order to be assured of consider-
ation, applications must be received by 5 p.m. on 
July 3.

mailto:careers@willinghamcote.com
mailto:careers@willinghamcote.com
http://www.mied.uscourts.gov/
http://www.mied.uscourts.gov/
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