Sandhill Crane Festival
Friday, Saturday and Sunday • March 24, 25, 26, 2017 • Othello, Washington
1-866-Sandhill • www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org

About Our Festival

Happy 20th Anniversary to the Othello Sandhill Crane Festival!! Founded in 1998, the Othello Sandhill Crane Festival
was designed to highlight the spring return of Sandhill cranes to the greater Othello area and Columbia National Wildlife Refuge.
The three-day nonprofit Festival includes a variety of entertaining, educational, and memorable activities for the whole family to
enjoy.
Since its beginning, the Festival has been financially supported by the city of Othello through tourism development funds (hotel/
motel taxes) and logistically supported by Othello Community Schools and Columbia National Wildlife Refuge.
The Grant County Conservation District provides additional financial support and administrative staffing.
The Othello Sandhill Crane Festival Committee is made up of volunteers who plan, organize, and conduct the event. Funds generated from fees are re-invested into the Festival each year.
The Committee includes a cross section of Othello citizens, Grant County Conservation District and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
staff, and residents from neighboring communities. We look forward to your visit!

THE COVER
This year’s Festival artwork was done by Suzi Vitulli. As a child,
Suzi was attracted to vibrant hues, shiny objects, and even pretty
bugs. As a self-taught artist, she has always felt blessed with many
gifts - family, creative energy, and a passion for learning everything
about creating beautiful art. While raising a family, her art expression was through handcrafted jewelry. She worked with crystals,
glass beads, fibers, and polymer clay, but a favorite was vibrantly
colored ‘friendly plastic.’ Her jewelry designs were sold in Nordstrom’s and other fine boutiques in five western states. Suzi also
wrote a soft-cover book with her designs entitled “Fast and Fancy
Friendly Plastic.”
In her journeys, she could take watercolor workshops and oneon-one instructions from some of her favorite artists in the world.
Suzi started sharing what she learned by teaching classes and workshops. She takes pride as her students learn new techniques and
create something beautiful.

FOR YOUR SAFETY
The Othello Sandhill Crane Festival sponsors viewing tours in order for Festival participants to view wildlife in a safe and manageable way. Tours are a great way to interact with fellow Festival attendees, as well as give you some one-on-one time with biologists
and local experts.
For your safety and the consideration of others, please do not
follow our tour buses while at the Festival. Our tour guides often
obtain permission from landowners in advance to allow tour buses
on private property—this permission does not extend to visitors in
private vehicles.
If you would like to view wildlife on your own, please ask the wildlife guides or US Fish & Wildlife staff at the Festival what options are
available. This will allow all to safely enjoy the wildlife resources of
the area.
Also, please keep in mind that our lecture rooms each have a
maximum capacity. We cannot accommodate attendees past that
capacity. Lectures are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. We
apologize if the lecture you want to attend is full.
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Tribute To A Special Friend

Will Coats

they were soon active in community life. Their children, Jodi
Lynn and Scott Allan, were born and raised here.
In 1978, Will changed his teaching focus to the classroom
and accepted a full-time position at Hiawatha Elementary
School, where he taught 3rd and 4th grade until his retirement in 1991. Will was honored as one of the top three
teachers in Washington State in 1981. He was active in the
Washington Education Association, as well as the National
Education Association, continually advocating for programs
and systems to promote learning among his students. Retirement from teaching didn’t mean retirement from work.
He went on to work in medical records at Columbia Basin
Health Association and was a travel agent at Creative Travel
in Othello.
Throughout his life, Will was active in the local community.
He was instrumental in the foundation of Othello’s Migrant
Day Care Center. He was a Boy Scout leader, served on the
board of the Othello Community Museum and the Sandhill
Crane Festival, volunteered at the Police Department and
Columbia National Wildlife Refuge and was an active member of Pilgrim Lutheran Church.

W

ill Coats, committee and board member for the past
20 years, passed away January 13, 2017. If you bought an
item at the Novelty Table, that was Will.
Will Coats was born March 1, 1936, in Bismarck, ND. A
graduate of Bismarck Junior College and Minot State University with a degree in speech pathology, he married Fay
Coats.
In the fall of 1961, Will took a job as a speech therapist—
providing services in Othello and surrounding towns–and
moved with his new wife to Othello, sight unseen. They
made their way west towing a U-Haul trailer. Washington is
“The Evergreen State,” so when all signs of trees and green
vegetation disappeared around Ritzville, Washington, they
stopped at a gas station to make sure they were reading the
map correctly. They were! Will and Fay settled into life in
Othello thinking they would stay for several years. However,
Othello living proved to be very much to their liking, and

Will loved the Columbia Basin Wildlife Refuge, where he
volunteered for over 20 years. His family cherishes fond
memories of hiking, fishing, birding, and adventure-seeking
on the refuge. These interests led Will to participate on the
Othello Sandhill Crane Festival, and he served on the Crane
Festival Planning Committee and Board of Directors until
his death. Will’s wife, Fay, is also a volunteer for Children’s
Activities at the Festival.
The Othello Sandhill Crane Festival appreciates all the
years of dedication that Will gave, and he will be missed by
all. It goes to show, if you have the heart, you can make a difference. May your dedication and service follow to the next
generation Will.

SUPPORTING PARTNERS
Ace Story Hardware

MarDon Resort

Basin Insurance

MarJon Labor

Big Bend Electric

Roger Krug

Caring Neighbors

New Holland-S.S. Equipment Inc.

Central Basin Audubon Society

Othello Community Schools

City of Othello

Othello Museum

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

The Othello Outlook

Columbia Bank

Othello School District

Columbia Basin Health Association

OVW Design

Eppich Grain

Preferred Transmission & Auto

Evergreen Implement Inc.

ProGene LLC

Friends of the
Mid-Columbia River Wildlife Refuges

Reichert’s Showhouse
Saddle Mountain Supply Co.-Royal City

Jane and Pirie Grant

The Old Hotel Art Gallery

Grant County Conservation District

Time Out Pizza

Greater Othello Chamber of Commerce

TPG Enterprises

Ice Age Floods Institute

US Bank

International Crane Foundation

US Bureau of Reclamation

J.R. Simplot Company

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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Lawrence Oil Company

ACCOMMODATIONS
Adams County Fairgrounds
820 Reynolds Road
Othello, WA 99344
RV — Pay at Kiosk

Coyote Run RV Park
351 E Hawthorn ST
Connell, WA 99326
(877) 273 9484

The Quality Inn
1020 E Cedar
Othello, WA 99344
(509) 488 5671

MarDon Resort
8198 Highway 262 E
Othello, WA 99344
(509) 346 2447
RV and Cabins

Cabana Motel
665 E Windsor
Othello, WA 99344
(509) 488 2605

Sage Hills Golf Course & RV
10400 Sage Hill Road SE
Warden, WA 98857
(509) 349 2199 or (509) 349 2603
RV
Lions Park
815 E Pine Street
Othello, WA 99344
Self-contained RVs
may park in the parking lot
along the park.
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FEATURED SPEAKERS
FRIDAY NIGHT — NICK ZENTNER
CENTRAL WASHINGTON IS DISNEYLAND FOR GEOLOGY
Nick Zentner has been with Central Washington University’s Geology Department since
1992. He teaches a very popular “GEOL 101 – Geology of Washington” course to CWU
students every Fall Quarter and Winter Quarter – and his course is open to townspeople
for free! He also teaches “GEOL 351 – Pacific Northwest Geology” every spring. Nick is an
academic advisor and teaching mentor to many students in our program. He has received
both CWU’s Most Inspirational Faculty Award and CWU’s Presidential Faculty Award. Nick’s
outreach to the general public includes a popular Ellensburg evening lecture series “Downtown Geology Lectures”, a PBS TV series “Nick On The Rocks”, a CWU geology video series
“Central Rocks”, HUGEfloods.com geology video series “2 Minute Geology” and “I-90 Rocks”,
and he leads the Ellensburg Chapter of the Ice Age Floods Institute. In 2015, Nick received
the prestigious James Shea Award, a National Association of Geoscience Teachers award
recognizing exceptional deliver of Earth Science content to the general public. Past Shea
Award recipients include John McPhee, Jack Homer, Robert Ballard, and Stephen Jay Gould. Come listen to Nick as he educated and entertains
you about the Ice Age Floods.

SATURDAY 4 P.M. — PAUL BANNICK
OWL: A YEAR IN THE LIVES OF NORTH AMERICAN OWLS
Paul Bannick is an award-winning wildlife photographer specializing in the natural history
of North America with a focus on birds and habitat. Coupling his love of the outdoors with his
skill as a photographer, he creates images that foster the intimacy between viewer and subject, inspiring education and conservation. Paul is both the author and photographer of two
books, “Owl: A Year in the Lives of North American Owls” and “The Owl and the Woodpecker,
Encounters with North America’s Most Iconic Birds”.
Paul integrates new intimate and dramatic images, up-to-date science first-hand experience based upon tens of thousands of hours spent with owls on their territories in the wild.
You will witness rare moments as the owls move through each stage of their life: courtship,
mating, and nesting in spring; feeding of young and fledging in summer; dispersal and gaining independence in fall; and finally, winter’s migrations and competition for food. The images demonstrate how owls use the unique resources available to them in each habitat to
overcome the challenges of each season. All 19-species found in Canada and the United
States are generously featured in the photos and narrative throughout the book, with a special focus on the northern pygmy great gray owl,
burrowing owl, and snowy owl.

SATURDAY NIGHT — GARY IVEY
CRANES ARE PEOPLE TOO!

The Sandhill Crane Festival is honored to have Dr. Gary Ivey as the featured Banquet
speaker. Dr. Ivey works for the International Crane Foundation. He studied the nesting
ecology of sandhill cranes for his Master’s thesis and wintering ecology of sandhill cranes
for his PhD, both at Oregon State University. He is the past-president of the Trumpeter
Swan Society and is working to help with conservation of cranes, swans, and other waterbirds in western North America.
The annual migration of Sandhill cranes to Othello is a natural phenomenon. Whether
feeding in plowed fields or flying above, Sandhill Cranes elegance draws bird watchers
around the world. Sandhill cranes are big birds, with long legs and necks, long pointed
beaks, and wingspans which can be over six feet. Adults are gray with red crowns while
juveniles are gray, washed with brown. Their distinctive rolling cries can be heard long
before you spot them in the air. From birth to adulthood, come and hear this exciting talk
about things that cranes and people have in common.
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EVENT DESCRIPTIONS
Buses will normally load 10 to 15 minutes before the scheduled departure time. Be sure to board your bus
no later than five minutes prior to departure time.
Senior age is 65 and older. Children age is 12 years old and younger.
General Admission gets you into the Festival all day Saturday for all of the events and lectures.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 TOURS & EVENTS
Boat tour departs a MarDon Resort. Tours held at Stevens Funeral Home, 511 S 7th St.
Lecture held at Othello High School, 340 S. 7th St.
Potholes Reservoir Boat Birding Tour Departs
from MarDon Resort, 8198 WA 262, Othello 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
$65 per person. Join well-known and respected birder Mike Denny
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Heidi Newsome on boat tours of
Potholes Reservoir. This boat trip explores bird life in early spring
on Potholes Reservoir, and concentrates on the bays where waterfowl, grebes, shorebirds, herons, and eagles might be found. A map
to the resort will be supplied with your registration confirmation.
Please dress accordingly as it may be very cold and/or rainy this
time of year.
Tonnemakers Hill Farm Tour Departs from Stevens
Funeral Home 3:15 p.m. to Dark. $25 per person. Tonnemakers Hill
Farm is happy to be participating in the Othello Sandhill Crane Festival for the first time this year. The farm was founded in 1962 by Pearl
and Orland Tonnemakers and is now managed by their grandson
Kole. They farm a relatively low acreage for the area (126), but organically cultivate thousands of varieties therein. Of particular note
are the sweet and hot peppers, of which they grow more than 300
varieties. Other annual crops include tomatoes, melons, eggplant,
summer squash, pumpkins, winter squash, and cucumbers. Perennial crops include asparagus, rhubarb, apricots, apriums, pluots,
sweet and tart cherries, peaches, nectarines, plums, European and
Asian pears, goji berries, hardy kiwis, paw paws, strawberries, raspberries, table grapes, and apples.
Those who sign up to visit can look forward to a tour of the orchard and greenhouses. You will also look at the Columbian Mammoth dig site and some of the bones recovered after discovering it
by chance in the spring of 2015. There will be a discussion on some
of the history and geology of the area and what we know about the
mammoth thus far, based on its location in the soil profile and various tests that have been carried out. Further information about the
farm can be found at www.tonnemaker.com.
Lower Crab Creek Birding Tour Departs from Stevens Funeral Home 3:30 p.m. to Dark. $35 per person. Well-known

birder Mike Denny and his wife MerryLynn Denny will give you a
tour along the north side of Saddle Mountain, visiting a variety of
dry and wetland habitats. The trip will concentrate on the lower
slopes, greasewood patches, and the wetlands where cranes roost.
Nesters, such as Say’s phoebe and loggerhead shrikes, and early
songbird migrants, various birds of prey, Washington ground squirrels, long-billed curlews and chukars are expected. It will finish with
waterfowl and cranes feasting.

Columbia National Wildlife Refuge Tour Departs
from Stevens Funeral Home 4 p.m. to Sunset. $35 per person. Columbia National Wildlife Refuge manager Lisa Wilson, will take you
to explore areas of the refuge and nearby wetlands and uplands to
view birds and other wildlife, the diversity of habitats and unique
geologic features. Cranes are likely but not guaranteed.
Crane Viewing Tours Depart from Stevens Funeral
Home 5 p.m. to Dark; 5:30 p.m. to Dark. $14 Adults, $8 Seniors/
Children. These guided tours will go directly to the best Sandhill
crane feeding areas where and when they can be their noisiest. The
evening feeding period toward sunset can be spectacular as cranes
come and go. An experienced wildlife guide and a local agricultural
expert will narrate each tour and will answer any questions you may
have.
Eagles Lodge Friday Night Dinner 5 p.m. till food is sold

out, 127 E Larch St. Attendees are invited to join the local Eagles
Lodge for a spaghetti feed. The menu includes spaghetti with or
without meat sauce, salad, garlic bread, coffee, water all for $10 per
meal. You may pre-order your dinner on the registration form.

Friday Night Lecture Held at Othello High School, 340 S 7th
St. 8:15 to 9 p.m. FREE of Charge. Back by popular demand, come
enjoy Nick Zentner’s entertaining talk on “Central Washington is
Disneyland for Geologist.” This talk has been moved to the High
School at the far north end of the building.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 25
TOURS & EVENTS

would like one. Jimmye will draw the animal cartoon in less than
60 seconds and can tell you how fire will affect the animal’s habitat.
Exciting for kids and adults!

All Saturday tours will depart from
the main gym doors in the
High School parking lot located at 340 S. 7th St.

Changing the Course of the Palouse River 9 to 10 a.m.

SATURDAY TOURS • 7:00 A.M.
Blind Photography 7:00 -9:00 a.m. $75 per person. You sim-

ply could not ask for a better bird guide or photography couple
than Mike and MerryLynn Denny. Join Mike and MerryLynn for a
morning of photographing Sandhill cranes inside a blind. The early
morning photography should be the perfect setting to capture that
perfect photo of majestic Sandhill cranes. Please dress accordingly
for cold, wet weather, sitting for a long period and restrooms will
not be available.

Puget Sound Energy Tour 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
$35 per person. See a wind turbine up close and personal. Touch
a blade. Go inside the tower. Watch a film about how the turbines
are built. Take a trip with Dick Erickson, retired manager of the East
Columbia Basin Irrigation District, to the facility at the Puget Sound
Energy windmill farm west of Vantage in Kittitas County. On the
way, a stop will be made at one of the Sandhill crane viewing spots,
and elk and deer are often spotted at or near the wind farm. This
trip is weather permitting.
Crane Viewing Tours 7:30-9:15 a.m.; 8:00-9:45 a.m.;
8:30-10:15 a.m.; 9:00-10:45 a.m. $14 Adults, $8 Seniors/Children.
These guided tours will go directly to the best Sandhill crane feeding areas where and when they can be their noisiest. An experienced wildlife guide and a local agricultural expert will narrate each
tour and will answer any questions you may have.

SAT. LECTURES & TOURS
8:45 A.M.
Biking for Cranes Tour 8:45-11:45 a.m., leaves from
Stevens Funeral Home, 511 S 7th St. $15 per person. Be ready to
ride at 8:45 a.m. Enjoy a trip via bicycle with Chris Braunwart, Chair
of the Festival, and Geri Schrom through some of the best wildlife
viewing areas near Othello. The ride will be approximately 20 to
25 miles round-trip and consists of flat to rolling terrain on paved
roads. Helmets are required, and you should bring plenty of water.
Bring your bike that is in good working condition, and you should
be able to complete the ride at 10 to 12 mph. A support vehicle will
be provided for repairs and safety.
Jimmye the Firefighter 9 a.m. to 4

p.m. Jimmye Turner has worked for the
US Forest Service for about 34 years and
has been a Fire Prevention advocate since
1987. Jimmye the Firefighter will have a
booth during the festival, where he will
be drawing cartoon animals for all who

Register for his tour on Sunday to compliment his lecture. Lloyd Stoess graduated
from EWSC in 1974 with a Bachelor’s degree in geography with an emphasis in
geomorphology. As a lifetime resident of
the Washtucna area, he has accumulated
an intimate knowledge of the area and has
co-led numerous bus tours of the area as
well as leading a yearly hike up the lower
Palouse Canyon.
Before the ice age, the Palouse River
flowed through what is now Washtucna Coulee, through present day Washtucna, Connell, and Eltopia, and entered the Columbia River near Richland. Today, it takes a 50-mile shortcut across
the divide to the Snake River through the Palouse Canyon. Lloyd
will present the two factors that were needed to achieve this river
course change through hundreds of feet of volcanic basalt rock. Included are aerial photos of the Palouse Canyon and the spectacular
Palouse Falls, named the Official Waterfall for Washington State.

Pollinators of the Native Shrub-Steppe 9 to 10 a.m. The

shrub-steppe is inhabited by a beautiful array of wildflowers and
shrubs that depend on pollinators for reproduction. Pollinators, like bees, wasps,
flies, beetles, moths, and butterflies, all have
a role to play in our ecosystem. This talk is
designed to introduce you to the diversity
of insects that pollinate local plants, as well
as discuss the interesting life histories of
these plants and animals.
Dr. Bob Gillespie is a faculty member
at Wenatchee Valley College. He teaches
courses in agriculture, natural resources, and biology. He has a B.S.
in education from the University of Nebraska, a Masters in entomology from the University of Idaho, and a Ph.D. in biology from Montana State University. Dr. Gillespie is currently involved in a study to
identify the native bee species near the borders of local orchards.

Heritage Gardens 9 to 10 a.m. Heather Wendt has worked
for conservation districts for 19 years, 16 of which have been in
Eastern Washington. Heather works in
Benton and Franklin Counties promoting
the wise use and conservation of natural
resources. Her responsibilities include
coordinating the implementation of the
Heritage Garden Program. She is also the
Secretary of the Washington Conservation Society, a 501(c)3 dedicated to supporting conservation activities, natural
resource education programs, and recognizing and honoring individuals who
exemplify the ethic and practice of sound
conservation principals.
The Benton and Franklin Conservation Districts, in partnership
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with the Columbia Basin Chapter of the Washington Native Plant
Society, have developed a program designed to honor the cultural
and natural heritage of the Columbia Basin while utilizing sustainable gardening practices. Heritage Gardens are landscaped areas
designed to promote the use of native plants, especially those of
cultural significance; promote low-water use landscaping and encourage efficient irrigation methods. Join Heather to learn more
about the program and take a virtual tour of established gardens.

Celebrate Birds Through Photography 9 to 10 a.m. Birds
are present in our everyday lives, and this is a tribute to them. We
look to our cameras to document
their behavior or simply their beauty.
Karen Ulvestad will discuss the variety
of birds in the Pacific Northwest and
photography tips for capturing the
best images possible. Each season
brings different species of birds into
our yards, neighborhoods, forests, and
wildlife refuges. Birds migrate through
our area along the Pacific Flyway, and
we get opportunities to experience their diversity. Wintering birds
give us opportunities to visit, observe, and photography these magnificent creatures.
Karen is breaking into the international photography scene with
stock images published in Europe and Asia, and her work is collected by clients in the United State. She teaches and speaks at various
birding festivals and prominent art schools, and she runs independent workshops. Karen’s work is represented by Photographers Direct (Europe) and Alamy stock agencies. Her resume also includes
clients in commercial real estate and business.
Do Bryophytes Grow in Eastern Washington? 9 to 10
a.m. Dr. Judith Harpel has been studying bryophytes (mosses and
similar plants) for over 40 years. She is the Curator of Bryophytes and
an Adjunct Professor at the University of
British Columbia. Her research interests
are in bryophyte taxonomy, systematics, floristics, bryophyte ecology, and
rare bryophyte management. Judith is
a member of the Plant and Lichen Specialist Subcommittee for the Committee
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada and a U.S. Representative to the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature/SSC Bryophyte Specialists Group. She has done research on
Sakhalin Island, in the Russian Far East, Yellowstone National Park,
Mt. Rainier National Park, Olympic National Park, and throughout
Canada and the United States. Currently, she is working on a moss
checklist for the state of Washington. This is your opportunity to
have your questions answered by a world-renowned expert and to
learn some things you did not know about bryophytes.
Wildflowers of the Shrub-Steppe 9 to 10 a.m. Terri Knoke
is a retired chemical engineer. In the late 1970’s, she was a member of a group of people who helped to establish the Boulder River
Wilderness in Snohomish County. She was first formally introduced
to the study of wildflowers in 1998, attending a four-day North Cascades Institute wildflower class. In 2014, she was asked to illustrate

a new species of flower discovered
by her uncle and thus started a new
passion - botanical art. As a member
of the American Society of Botanical
Artists and Washington Native Plant
Society, she continues to promote
wildflowers through her art and efforts with Washington State’s Rare
Care Program.
Terri’s lecture is about wildflowers in eastern Washington, especially
those found in the shrub-steppe environment. The presentation will include photos of wildflowers,
where they are found, and what organizations are currently involved in their preservation. Included is how botanical art and scientific illustration are currently being used to promote and protect
native plants in the Pacific Northwest.

SATURDAY LECTURES – 10 A.M.
Exploring Habitats 10 to 11 a.m. Heather Killinger works for the

Grant County Conservation District as their Environmental Educator.
Heathers teaches the Water on Wheels (WOW) Program that offers
free lessons for kindergarten through
6th grade, public and private schools,
and informational presentations at
community events in the Columbia Basin. WOW lessons include lively, handson-demonstrations, educational games,
and grade level appropriate materials to
give students a better understanding of
water and soil conservation, as well as
stormwater protection.
Heather will give the Exploring Habitats lesson. Learn about habitats and their importance to all living things. You will discover how
food, water, and shelter are integral components of every habitat.
You will design and draw your own animal habitats. While this is for
kids, adults will enjoy too!

Ice Age Floods and the Channeled
Scablands 10 to 11 a.m. Tour at 11:30, must

pre-register. Listen to a general overview by
Brent Cunderla of the Ice Age Floods that occurred numerous times during the Pleistocene
(Ice Age) and the pathways of the floods from
northwest Montana to the Pacific Ocean, with an
emphasis on the flood features found in eastern
Washington. The talk will include a discussion of
how Joseph Pardee and J Harlen Bretz swayed the geologic community about the field evidence of these catastrophic floods. Brent
is a geologist who retired from the Bureau of Land Management in
Wenatchee. He has been actively exploring late Pleistocene glacial
geology for the past 25 years while working with the National Park
Service and Ice Age Floods Institute to designate the Ice Age Floods
National Geologic Trail. He has a bachelor’s degree in earth sciences
from the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, and a master’s degree
in geology from Portland State University.
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3Ds (Drones, Data, and Decisions) in Agriculture
10 to 11 a.m. Dr. Lav Khot is an assistant professor in the Department of Biological Systems Engineering, CPAAS, IAREC, Washington State University. His research and extension program at WSU
focuses on “sensing and automation technologies for site specific
and precision management of production agriculture,” with special emphasis
towards integration of Proximal and
Remote (Unmanned and Manned Aerial
Systems) Sensing for data-enabled Decision Support & Information Delivery
Technologies. His program also focuses
on development of next generation
Precise Applications Technologies.
In the past few years, small drones
(unmanned aerial systems) has fascinated farmers and researchers alike with
versatile application capabilities. Like the Federal Aviation Administration, the agribusiness industry is trying to keep pace with rapid
developments in this sector. As this frontier is merges, we must look
beyond small drones to realize the full potential of this technology
in agricultural production management. Lav has intended for his
talk to initiate such discussion on the general technology and application of small and mid-sized drones in agriculture, and recent
updates to regulatory aspects.

Spring Hiking – Celebrate What’s Right in the World
and enjoy Getting Outside this Spring! 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Alan L. Bauer is a freelance professional photographer specializing
in the natural history and local histories of the Pacific Northwest. His
work has been utilized by businesses
near and far and has been published
throughout eight books and in dozens of publications around the world.
Spring into Spring! Come see Alan
share his ideas and humorous stories
about hiking in the spring season.
With much to share from his work
on many of The Mountaineers Books
new Day Hiking Guidebook series,
Alan looks forward to sharing great
ideas on staying active from winter
into the spring months and to get an
early start on the types of hiking and
outdoor activities that you can enjoy
now through when the snow finally
melts in the mountains! Celebrate what’s great in the world, get
ready to get outside, and play more this year!

Sandhill Cranes of the Pacific Flyway 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Dr. Gary Ivey, featured banquet speaker, works for the International
Crane Foundation. He studied the nesting
ecology of Sandhill cranes for his master’s
thesis and the wintering ecology of Sandhill
cranes for his PhD, both at Oregon State University. He also served as the president of The
Trumpeter Swan Society and is working to
help with conservation of cranes, swans, and
other waterbirds in western North America.

Gary will talk about the Sandhill crane populations that breed
and stage in Washington State and the broader Pacific Flyway. He
will discuss the migration routes, wintering areas, and breeding areas of the three-subspecies found in the state.

Thinking Like a River 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Dam-generated elec-

tricity offers pollution-free power, but it comes at a cost to aquatic
ecosystems and indigenous
people. Silt collects behind
dams and robs riparian zones
of the sediment that replenishes riverbanks and enhances
bird habitat. Dams have finite
life spans; the concrete used to
build dams is always breaking
down beneath the ravages of
time. While many developing
counties still are building bad dams that impact ecosystems and
people, other countries are declining to relicense worn out dams.
Visual artifacts of activist efforts to “rewild rivers” will enrich Paul
Lindholdt’s presentation. Paintings and cartoons about dams, over
the last 45 years, show growing human wishes to think like rivers
and make them wild again. Such arts offer hopeful visions for the
future of environment and humankind, alike. The protest art inspired by destructive dams represents a kind of thinking like a river,
and that art will outlast the dams themselves.
Paul is the author most recently of the books “Explorations in
Ecocriticism: and “In Earshot of Water”. He’s a professor at Eastern
Washington University, and you may visit his website at www.ewu.
edu/cale/programs/english/english-faculty/paul-lindholdt.

Long Live the King!? Ecology and Status of Washington’s Regal Raptor: Buteo Regalis, the Ferruginous Hawk
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Jason Fidorra is a Wildlife Biologist for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) based in Tri-Cities.
Jason is working on the front lines of shrub-steppe conservation,
which is critical habitat for many of Washington’s species of greatest concern. He conducts surveys for a variety of wildlife, from elk
to monarch butterflies, and contributes to research on burrowing
owls, raptors, and game birds. Before
working for WDFW, Jason worked on bird
research and conservation projects across
North America with field assignments in
11 states and 5 countries.
The ferruginous hawk is North America’s largest hawk, but is declining in several areas of its breeding range. In Washington, the ferruginous hawk was listed
as a threatened species in 1983. Several
statewide surveys have been undertaken
by WDFW since then, and the latest in 2016 monitored over 275
historic breeding territories. This data will be used to review the
threatened status of the species in 2017 to maintain or change its
listed status. Jason will discuss the ecology, threats, surveys, and
future of the ferruginous hawk in Washington.
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SAT. LECTURES & TOURS –11 A.M.
Quincy Basin from Miocene to Present 11 a.m. to Noon.

The Quincy Basin extends from Beezley Hills south to the Frenchman
Hills, and from Babcock and Evergreen ridges eastward beyond Moses Lake. It includes the towns of Quincy, Ephrata, and Moses Lake.
Over the past 17 million years, this
area has been covered by lava flows,
folded by tectonic forces, inundated
by Ice Age Floods, blown by winds,
crossed by Native Americans, grazed
by cattle and wild horses, plowed and
abandoned by settlers, and now irrigated with Columbia River water.
Karl Lillquist will talk us through the
evolution of the Quincy Basin from
Miocene to present.
Karl grew up on ice age flood and
glaciated surfaces in Central Washington, his parent’s house was on
ice age flood scoured basalts near
Coulee City. He also spent summers removing glacial erratics from
wheat fields left by the Cordilleran Ice Sheet. Since 1995, he has
been a faculty member in Central Washington University’s Geography Department. He teaches physical geography, landforms, soils,
mountain environments, and arid lands. Karl’s research, and that of
his students, is focused on ice age to present environments of the
Columbia Plateau and Eastern Cascades.

Feathers, Fowl, and Flight 11 a.m. to Noon Steve Bouffard

is retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service where he served
over 30 years as a refuge biologist
and manager. He worked in Idaho
and Nevada, focusing on waterfowl,
cranes, and trumpeter swans. He now
lives in Boise, where he is a volunteer
Curator of Birds for the Orma J. Smith
Museum of Natural History at The College of Idaho. He still runs bird and
butterfly surveys for state and federal
agencies.
This talk discusses the most recent theories about the evolution
of birds, feathers, and flight from their dinosaur ancestors. Feathers evolved before flight and even before birds. Many, if not most,
dinosaurs had feathers.

We’re Birders Now 11 a.m. to Noon. Retired agricultural agent

for Cornell Cooperative Extension, James Briggs is a lifelong birder
and has been a member of the Kittitas Audubon Society for 17 years.
Being a bird enthusiast takes many forms.
Jim will take a humorous look at the transition from bird-watching to birding and his
development as a birder as he tries to add
to his life list of bird species sighted. He will
also share some pitfalls that can happen
along the way. The presentation will finish
with a serious look at how climate change
may make all of our life lists shorter. And
more importantly, what we can do about it.

Wildfire as an Ecosystem Process: Natural Friend
or Un-Natural Enemy? 11 a.m. to Noon. Heidi Newsome

is a native wet (oops west) sider that has
been converted to an east sider. She has
a bachelor’s degree in psychology/biology
from Santa Clara University and master’s
degree in wildlife science from Oregon
State University. Heidi has worked in the
Mid-Columbia area since 1999. Her current
role is Supervisory Wildlife Biologist for the
Mid-Columbia River National Wildlife Refuge Complex. Heidi’s major duties include
supervising the biological staff and volunteers (herding cats), advising managers (going to lots of meetings), conducting wildlife surveys (OMG that is a huge elk), invasive plant management (getting
scratched and stickered), and native habitat restoration (praying
for just a little rain). Her focus over the past several years has been
shrub-steppe ecology and management.
If Heidi’s talk is any indication of her humor, it should be entertaining. Her talk will focus on the ecology of wildfire in the Columbia Basin shrub-steppe ecosystem. Heidi will discuss impacts of wildfire to
vegetation and wildlife habitat. She will also discuss wildfire burned
area response, how they evaluate impacts post fire, and how they
develop plans to help rehabilitate burned areas. Heidi will go over
the fire rehabilitation efforts and how they implement some of the
projects on the ground.

Crop Biotechnology (GMO’s)
11 a.m. to Noon WSU Professor Mike Neff
will be discussing crop biotechnology, and
why communication is the key to understanding this controversial subject. In addition to discussing genetically modified
organisms (GMOs), Dr. Neff will talk about
transgenic crops, including the methods,
pros, and cons of GMOs and biotechnology. The goal of this presentation is to discuss the science behind
the technology so that knowledgeable opinions can be developed
on a case-by-case basis.
Dr. Neff earned his bachelor’s degree and doctorate from the
University of Washington. For the past six years, Dr. Neff has been
the Director of the Plant Sciences Graduate Program at Washington State University, which was recently ranked as one of the top
four schools in plant-related research by the U.S. National Research
Council. Dr. Neff has an active research program that includes the
training of over 50 undergraduate researchers, and he is an inventor
of two awarded patents and a third that was filed by WSU.

Status and Conservation of Burrowing Owls in the Columbia Basin 11 a.m. to Noon. Mike Gregg will dis-

cuss basic ecology and status of burrowing
owls in the Columbia Basin and will present
results of his research of burrowing owl migration. Owls in the Columbia Basin were
marked with transmitters to monitor movements to better understand migration corridors and wintering nests.
Mike is currently a biologist for the U.S.
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Fish and Wildlife Service at the Mid-Columbia River National Wildlife Refuge Complex in Burbank, WA. He has extensive experience
working with sage-grouse and sagebrush habitats. Most recently,
he has been working with burrowing owls. Although their research
is complete, they continue to monitor reproduction and survival of
a breeding population at the Umatilla Chemical Depot in Oregon.
Mike has a master’s degree and PhD from Oregon State University.

Greater Sage-grouse, Sagebrush, and Prison Inmates
11 a.m. to Noon. This is about an unprecedented collaboration between
four entities--the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Sustainability in Prisons
Project (SPP), Washington Department
of Corrections (WDOC), and Institute for
Applied Ecology (IAE). Gretchen Graber
works for IAE as a contract sagebrush
grower and educator. Around 40,000 Wyoming sagebrush were
grown the past two years at the Coyote Ridge Correction Center in
Connell, WA. Under Ms. Graber’s instructions, inmates grow plants
that will be planted in areas that have active populations of greater
sage-grouse, a bird that has suffered habitat loss due to many factors, including harsh fires in our local shrub-steppe habitat. Over
the last 100 years, shrub-steppe habitat has been ruined due to
fires related to cheat grass invasion, conversion to agriculture, and
mineral and fossil fuel extraction. The collaboration brings together
traditionally conflicting groups. One of the projects goals is to support private rural land owners. If the greater sage-grouse is listed as
an endangered species, it can have negative effects for rural economies; this project is working to reverse this negative effect while
working to rehabilitate the lands ability to thrive for a diversity of users. Gretchen will share how the collaboration works and its unique
aspects of combining environmental education, empowered incarcerated individuals, and restoration of our amazing local habitat.
Gretchen grew up on a potato farm in Pasco, WA. For the past
28 years, she has worked in the botany, sustainable horticultural,
and plant ecology fields. Her broad emphasis on plants has been
viewed via the lenses of environmental science, ecology, sustainability, and education. She received her undergraduate degree in
environmental science from University of Oregon and is currently a
masters of environmental science student at Washington State University Tri-Cities. She has propagated plants in many growing situations, including greenhouses, wholesale nurseries, large landscape
installations, and forest and shrub-steppe restoration projects.
Other studies include evaluating native grasses as mid-row ground
cover in wine grape vineyards.

Raptors of the Columbia Basin 11 a.m. to Noon Devon

Comstock will focus on the ecology and identification of diurnal
raptors commonly found in the
Columbia Basin. She will touch on
a few owl species, such as shorteared and burrowing owls, which
are commonly seen during the
day.
Devon is a private lands biologist for the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife. She

has worked in the field of habitat and wildlife biology for over 10
years. Her professional expertise covers shrub-steppe avian communities and shrub-steppe habitat restoration. Devon worked for
Hawkwatch International in Utah, Nevada, New Mexico, and Washington, where she monitored migrating and nesting raptors, as well
as trapping and banding raptors for research purposes. She continues to remain active through her work and volunteering with the
local Audubon chapter and the Chelan Ridge raptor migration site.

Ice Age Floods and the Channeled Scablands
Tour 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. $30 per person. Led by Brent Cunder-

la after his 10 a.m. lecture, this trip will emphasize the geology and
catastrophic Ice Age Flood features found near Othello and Columbia National Wildlife Refuge. A visit to the Drumheller Channels
(a National Park Service National Natural Landmark managed by
Columbia NWR) will examine scabland topography and ice-rafted
boulders (erratic’s).
Brent has spent the last 25 years with the Bureau of Land Management in Wenatchee and has been actively exploring the late
Pleistocene glacial geology, particularly the Ice Age Floods features
of north-central Washington. There will be one stop for facilities
and no lunch on this trip, so please plan accordingly.

SATURDAY NOON

20th Anniversary Celebration
The Othello Sandhill Crane Festival Committee would like for all to
join us in thanking our volunteers, tour leaders/guides, speakers,
vendors, and YOU in celebrating 20 years. Join us for cake and entertainment at the far north gym/eating area.

SATURDAY LECTURES – 1 P.M.
Jimmye the Firefighter 1 to 2 p.m.

Jimmye Turner has been the fire prevention specialist for the Umatilla National
Forest for about 34 years. This presentation will be on how wildland fire affects
the habitat needs of animals in the Pacific
Northwest. Great presentation for kids,
but also entertaining for adults!

Looking for What Might Not be There: Rare Plants
on the Columbia Plateau 1 to 2 p.m. This lecture will cover

the beautiful and rare plants that grow on
the Columbia Plateau, how they are studied
and the work that is being done to conserve
them.
Since 2005, Joseph Arnett has served as
the state rare plant botanist for the Washington Natural Heritage Program. He works
in partnership with federal and state agencies, non-profit organizations, conservation
trusts, academic institutions, and individuals around the state to study and conserve the rare plants and ecosystems of Washington.
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How to Choose and Use the Best Optics for You 1 to 2
p.m. Join this discussion about the world of optics, including questions to ask yourself about your own optics use, technical terms and
definitions, and how to test
optics before purchasing. Jim
Danzenbaker has been a birder
since he was a six-year-old boy
in New Jersey and has birded
across the U.S. and many countries. He leads wildlife-viewing
trips to Panama and Guyana
and was a staff naturalist on a
Falklands-South Georgia-Antarctic eco-tourism cruise. Jim’s
birding history has given him the opportunity to experience the full
range of optics, from his first pair of cheap binoculars to high-end
optics that allow crystal clear views without eye strain. He is the current president of the Washington Ornithological Society (wos.org).
Bring your binoculars and your questions!
Monitoring Albatross Nesting on Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge 1 to 2 p.m. Located on the far northern

end of the Hawaiian Archipelago, Midway is one of the oldest atoll
formations in the world. It provides nesting habitat for millions of seabirds and is
a touchstone for one of the most significant naval battles in our human history.
Steve Bouffard will talk about the annual
albatross nesting census on Midway. He
will also go over nesting biology and the
other wildlife using the refuge.
Steve retired from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service with over 30 years of experience as a biologist and
manager on national wildlife refuges in Nevada and Idaho. He
worked mostly with aquatic habitats and associated species, especially with trumpeter swans and cranes. Steve made several business trips to China, Russia, and Botswana related to cranes, often in
cooperation with the International Crane Foundation. He is now a
volunteer Curator of Birds at the Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural
History at the College of Idaho. Every spring, he leads birding-byear field trips for visually impaired participants.

Conservation Needs of Trumpeter Swans in the
Western U.S. 1 to 2 p.m. Gary Ivey, featured banquet speaker,

will speak about restoration efforts to
rebuild western U.S. Trumpeter Swan
populations. He will review the history of Trumpeter Swans and recent
efforts to rebuild populations in the
western U.S.
Gary studied nesting ecology of
sandhill cranes for his Master’s Thesis and wintering ecology of sandhill
cranes for his PhD, both at Oregon
state University. He works for International Crane Foundation and has served as Past-President of The
Trumpeter Swan Society and is working to help with conservation
of cranes, swans and other waterbirds in Western North America.

Coyote Canyon Mammoth Site - Six Years 1 to 2 p.m.

Register for the tour on Sunday. Gary Kleinknecht has been involved with the Mid-Columbia Basin Old Natural Education Sciences
(MCBONES) Research Center Foundation’s Coyote Canyon Mammoth
Dig for the last eight years. Gary
will discuss this paleontological and
paleoecological project’s unique
beginning, including the generous
donation that is helping to introduce the young people of the MidColumbia region to the above disciplines. Gary will uncover the progress made at the site during the
first six dig seasons, the project’s working hypothesis, its connection
to the Ice Age Floods, and dating results.
Gary is a Tri-Cities native and alumnus of Washington State University and the University of South Carolina. He retired from teaching high school in 2013 after a 40-year career and is currently Education Director for MCBONES. He is past president of the Ice Age
Floods Institute (IAFI) and is currently a member of the IAFI’s board
of directors, vice president of the IAFI, and vice president of the
IAFI’s Lake Lewis Chapter (Tri-Cities).

Money & the Environment 1 to 2 p.m. Anson Nash and Ky-

hardhan Ulvestad-LaReve will discuss how Sandhill cranes may be
affected by climate change.
Contributing factors to these
changes include changing
weather patterns, drought,
and habitat destruction.
Anson is a budding natural
scientist, architect, and ornithologist. He is an accomplished ballerina and plans to
attend college at the University of Washington. Kyhardhan excels
at environmental science, robotics, and computers. He is an accomplished wildlife photographer, actor, and model who plans to
attend college in Japan.

Bee Friendly and Bee Happy 1 to 2 p.m. Sean Dougherty will
give you a presentation on the restoration of native shrub-steppe
habitat to benefit pollinators and wildlife in areas dominated by
weeds. He is a wildlife biologist with the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife. Sean is from West Virginia, where folks generally think of Washington, DC, when you tell them that you live in
Washington. He has been living in Moses Lake since 2013 and loves
every minute of it, especially after he got used to the idea of “forests
of sagebrush” rather than forests of trees.

As always, please check our website for
updates and availability of tours at:

othellosandhillcranefestival.org
We’re also on Facebook!
“Like” our page to receive the latest updates and Festival news
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SAT. LECTURES & TOURS – 2 P.M.
Insect for Kids 2 to 3 p.m. Dr. Bob Gil-

lespie is an insect and plant ecologist by
vocation and avocation, with an education
that includes a doctorate degree in biology
(with a specialty in insect and plant entomology) from Montana State University.
His majors were history, physical education,
and entomology (master’s) from the University of Idaho. His master’s thesis was on
the biological control of spotted and diffuse
knapweed. His dissertation was on the plant and grasshopper communities associated with rangeland and winter wheat.
Bob’s talk is intended to help people appreciate and become
more aware of the exciting lives of insects and the role they play in
the agriculture and native ecosystems of Washington. Kids will love
to see his insect collection!!

Common Birds of the Lower Columbia Basin 2 to 3
p.m. Western meadowlark, Swainson’s hawk, savannah sparrow ...
these are just a few of the common birds that can be found in the
Columbia Basin. Mike Denny will discuss
these birds and why these species are
important to this region due to the valuable services they provide. Mike was
raised in southeastern Africa, where he
developed an appreciation of the natural world. When he returned to the U.S.,
he attended high school in Burns, Oregon, and Caldwell, Idaho, then studied
biology and art at Walla Walla College.
He has co-authored three books and has participated in the Othello
Sandhill Crane Festival for 17 years. It is the opportunity to share
and interpret the outstanding natural history of the Crab CreekOthello area that brings him back each year.

Erratics: Calling Cards of the Ice Age 2 to 3 p.m. Pre-

register for his hike on Sunday. Pre-register for his hike on Sunday. Geologist-author Bruce Bjornstad lives in Richland, WA, and is the
author of two geologic guidebooks
on the Ice Age Floods. Now retired,
Bruce formerly worked as senior
research scientist with the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory for
25 years. Most recently, he maintains
“Ice Age Floodscapes,” an online
YouTube Channel that features many
never-before-seen images and video clips of Ice Age Floods features
from the air.
Join geologist-author Bruce on a tour of the most striking icerafted and glacial erratics of eastern Washington. Also, included will
be the results of a 10-year study of over 2,000 individual erratics and
bergmounds on Rattlesnake Mountain within the Hanford Reach
National Monument.

The Plight of Native Fishes Not Protected by the Endangered Species Act 2 to 3 p.m. Does the restoration of

salmon and steelhead populations occur at the expense of other
species? Do fisheries managers favor certain sport fishes at the
expense of the native fish community? Do you know what a sandroller, burbot, “night eel” or peamouth chub is? This presentation
explores the trade-offs that occur when
we favor certain species of fish over others. Dr. Dennis Dauble will discuss the history of fish and fishing practices in the Columbia Basin and introduced predators.
He’ll provide examples of several unique
and not-so-common fishes that were
once abundant through waterways of
the inland Pacific Northwest, discuss their
current population status, and speculate
what the future might hold.
Dennis retired from the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
after 35+ years as a fisheries scientist. He is currently an adjunct
professor at the Washington State University’s branch campus in
the Tri-Cities and serves as expert consultant on salmon issues. He
regularly contributes articles to regional magazines and newspapers, and is author of the natural history guide book “Fishes of the
Columbia Basin” and two collections of essays, “The Barbless Hook”
and “One More Last Cast”.

Vaux’s Happening Project 2 to 3 p.m. Larry Schwitters has a

masters of science degree from East Texas State University, funded
by a National Science Foundation competitive grant. Larry spent 30
years in the trenches of public education, mostly as a middle school
science teacher and coach in the Renton (WA) School District. His
first project, after early retirement, was with the avian Apodidae
family doing black swift field research for the American Bird Conservancy. Larry’s experiences in this endeavor were the subject of the
cover story for the American Birding
associations “Winging It”. Larry also
contributed to Rich Levad’s stunning
“The Coolest Bird,” a natural history
of the black swift and those who have
pursued it.
After tracking down and evaluating all the Washington State waterfalls
that could be safely approached, he
turned his attention to the smaller, more urban Vaux’s Swift and
their communal migratory roost sites. The Vaux’s swift was a littlestudied species, for which there was, outside of Portland, a surprising lack of awareness of their evening roosting spectacle. Larry’s
work with Audubon has changed that. His Vaux’s Happening Project is the subject of a Smithsonian online article, and his project was
also featured in High Country News. For the last 18 migrations, Larry
has pressed on with his Vaux’s Happening Project, documenting
over eight million roosting swifts, and with his wife Leora, continues
to explore the edges of the continent in their quest in their quest for
up close and personal time with each bird species found in North
America. Look for an upcoming feature article on his Vaux’s Happening Project in Birdwatching Magazine.

13

“The Amazing Bats of Washington” 2 to 3 p.m. Ella Row-

an is a Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife biologist who
has worked with bats to some degree for over 15 years. She has
worked with wildlife in Illinois, Oregon, Georgia, Alaska, and West
Virginia. She currently works in the Ephrata, WA office, where she
helps manage wildlife in Grant and Adams counties.
Ella will discuss some of the fascinating biology and importance
of bats. She will explain the reasons for declines in bat populations
and how the public can help bats. This is a great opportunity to
learn about bats!

Amphibians and Reptiles of the Columbia Basin 2 to 3

p.m. Jeff Howland has worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
for 18 years, including over 16 years on national wildlife refuges.
For the last eight years, he has been at the Mid-Columbia River National Wildlife Refuge Complex. Before joining the FWS, he spent
eight years as the state herpetologist of Arizona, administering and
implementing amphibian and reptile conservation programs and
projects throughout the state. As a graduate student, Jeff studied
reptile ecology in the Chihuahuan Desert of west Texas and the Sonoran and Mojave deserts of California.
Jeff will give you an introduction to the common (and some notso-common) amphibians and reptiles of the Columbia Basin, including discussion of threats and conservation measures for some of the
species of most concern. Although this is an arid area, the reptiles
and amphibians found here are plentiful and fascinating. This is
your opportunity to discover a world around you that you didn’t
even know existed.

Earthquakes and Tectonic History of “Washington
Rocks!” 2 to 3 p.m. Dr. Chad Pritchard is a co-author of Washing-

ton Rocks! and an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geology
at Eastern Washington University.
In addition to studying a great
variety of geologic features in
Washington, Chad has researched
geothermal heat in Iceland, volcanics in Yellowstone, and land level
changes associated with large
Cascadia earthquakes along the
West Coast. Chad is also a co-editor of www.floodexplorer.org, a
website where university students
can post stories and visual aids about the history and geology of the
Ice Age Floods.
Using a few of the 57 sites from the Mountain Press Publishing
book, Washington Rocks!, he will explore our great state’s tectonic
history. Starting from the oldest rocks and continuing through the
rafting on of exotic terranes and uplifted sea floor, he will describe
why many of the faults and earthquakes of Washington State are
where they are. Washington Rocks! and this talk are for the general
public, though we also hope to include figures and up-to-date information to engage people more familiar with geology, as well.

SATURDAY LECTURES – 3 P.M.
Birding Adventures in Eastern China 3 to 4 p.m. Steve
Bouffard retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with over 30
year’s of experience as a biologist and manager on national wildlife
refuges in Nevada and Idaho. He worked
mostly with aquatic habitats and associated species, especially with trumpeter
swans and cranes.
Steve will talk about his experience
with birds and birding in eastern China.
China has a variety of habitat for lots of
birds, around 1,250 species. If you ever
wanted to take a birding trip to China, or
wondered what the species are like, this talk should have all the information you will need.
WSU Raptor Club 3 to 4 p.m. This talk will be given by mem-

bers of the Washington State University Raptor Club, as well as several of their charges. The discussion will focus on the unique story
and features of each of the club’s birds, including the key features of
each raptor. The club members will also provide information about
what the public can do to help save these beautiful birds. Bring
your questions about any of the birds or species presented.
The WSU Raptor Club is a non-profit organization located on the
WSU campus in Pullman. Its mission is to promote wildlife conservation through the use of non-releasable raptors as living representatives in public environmental education programs. The club’s
presentations give people an opportunity to see these amazing
creatures up-close.

Grand Coulee – Washington’s Grand Canyon
3 to 4 p.m. Register for his tour on
Sunday. Gene Kiver taught geology
at Eastern Washington University for
32 years before retiring. He continues
to research, present lectures, and lead
field trips on the Pleistocene history
of the Channeled Scabland and related features in eastern Washington.
Completion of a recent guidebook on
the northern reaches of the flood area
co-authored with Bruce Bjornstad and a new book on Washington
geology (Washington Rocks!) are some of his recent activities.
A key area in the Missoula Floods story revolves around the Grand
Coulee. It’s relation to the location of the Okanogan Glacier ice lobe,
terrace levels along the upper Columbia River, and overland flooding in the Channeled Scabland will be discussed in this illustrated
presentation. Why is the Grand Coulee located where it is? How
fast was this spectacular canyon cut and by what processes? Why
was the Grand Coulee Dam placed where it is? What influence did
the Grand Coulee have on local tribes, early settlers, and modern
agriculture? Join Gene on this fascinating talk of the local area!

Sub-Antarctic Island of South Georgia 3 to 4 p.m. Jim
Danzenbaker is a naturalist extraordinaire, with many years of experience in ornithology, birding optics, tour organization, and leadership. One of his top interests is birds of the neotropics where he
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has led trips to destinations like
Panama, Ecuador, Venezuela, and
Guyana. He was a member of the
Cheesmans Ecology Safaris’ staff,
identifying seabirds and giving
informative lectures on seabirds
of the Antarctic and the penguins
which call that area home. He has
also given presentations on seabirds of the West Coast of North
America. People who travel with him appreciate his friendliness, enthusiasm for finding wildlife, and willingness to share information.
Many seabirds including four species of albatross, numerous petrels and prions, large colonies of king penguins and three other
penguin species, breed on South Georgia, and he will talk about all
of them in this one-hour photo presentation.

Greater Sage-grouse and Columbian Sharp-tailed
Grouse 3 to 4 p.m. Collaborative efforts to protect and recover

the populations of greater sage-grouse and Columbian sharp-tailed
grouse also have the potential to safeguard other species. Shrubsteppe, once a predominant ecosystem
of the western United States, has been altered or destroyed by human activities in
much of Washington and throughout the
West. Providing rich habitat for a wide
variety of wildlife, many shrub-steppe
animal species are threatened. This presentation examines a project in Lincoln
County to restore sage and sharp-tailed
grouse populations to a historic range. It
will cover volunteer opportunities and elucidates how these efforts
are beneficial to many species of concern.
Kim Thorburn is past president of the Spokane Audubon Society,
one of the organizations working to conserve shrub-steppe and
participating in the Lincoln County prairie grouse project. Kim volunteers for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, radio
tracking grouse, trapping birds for translocation, and monitoring
leks for the project. She also coordinates volunteers to assist with
prairie grouse recovery activities and serves on the Washington Fish
and Wildlife Commission.

SATURDAY LECTURES – 4 P.M.
Owl: A Year in the Lives of North
American Owls 4 to 5 p.m. Join Paul

Bannick as he takes us on a spectacular
journey of the lives of owls through North
America’s most beautiful habitats during
the four seasons of the year. It is his hope
is that this motivates the conservation of
owls and their habitats. For nearly ten
years, working in some of the most remote parts of the continent at the darkest
hours of the day, Paul tracked owls as they moved through their
lives. His reward was unique images of rarely viewed moments of
owls’ lives. For example, it took him eight years to finally capture
a photo of a young great gray owl leaping from its nest and into a
new stage in its life. Similarly, it took him ten years to capture compelling images of a snowy owl courtship display.

SAT. LATE AFTERNOON/EVENING
Crane Viewing Tours 4:45-7 p.m.; 5-7:15 p.m.; 5:15-7:20
PM; 5:30-7:30 p.m. $14 Adults, $8 Seniors/Children. These guided
tours will go directly to the best Sandhill crane feeding areas, where
and when they can be their noisiest. The evening feeding period
toward sunset can be spectacular as cranes come and go. An experienced wildlife guide and a local agricultural expert will narrate
each tour and will answer any questions you may have.
Blind Photography 5:15-Sunset $75 per person. You simply

could not ask for a better bird guide or photography couple than
Mike and MerryLynn Denny. Join Mike and MerryLynn for a evening
of photographing Sandhill cranes inside a blind. The late afternoon
photography should be the perfect setting to capture that perfect
photo of majestic Sandhill cranes. Please dress accordingly for cold,
wet weather and sitting for a long period. Accommodations will not
be available.

Banquet and Silent Auction 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $35. Held at

the High School Cafeteria. Come learn about what we have been
celebrating the past 20 years at the Othello Sandhill Crane Festival.
The featured speaker, Dr. Gary Ivey, will give his talk “Cranes Are
People Too!”.
Enjoy Marie Borth’s, of Classy Country Catering, culinary delights.
The menu includes slow-roasted Angus beef roast, glazed chicken
breast with toasted almonds, a vegetarian main dish, side dishes
and a shortcake bar. Come support future Festivals by bidding at
our Silent Auction from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
TOURS AND EVENTS
Tours depart from Othello High School, 340 S 7th St.
When you return from your tour the High School will
be closed. You may visit The Old Hotel, 33 E Larch St.
Lower Crab Creek Birding Tour 7:15 a.m. to 3
p.m. $45. This tour, led by avid Walla Walla area birders Mike and
MerryLynn Denny, will extend beyond the area covered on Friday.
You will depart from Othello to western Grant County to visit a
variety of dry and wet habitats between Corfu and Beverly. This trip
will concentrate on the Russian olive groves and wetlands in the
Lower Crab Creek Wildlife Area, cliffs and greasewood patches along
Saddle Mountain, and wetlands where cranes roost. Nesters—such
as Say’s phoebes and loggerhead shrikes--other early songbird
migrants, various birds of prey, and possibly chukar are expected.
This tour is almost eight hours in length, so bring food, drink, and
walking shoes.
Wahluke Slope Birding 7:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. $45 per
person. Led by Randy Hill and Jim Danzenbaker, this trip will visit
the Wahluke Slope, Hanford Reach National Monument, and Saddle
Mountain National Wildlife Refuge, including portions of the closed
area. It will concentrate on shrub-steppe areas, Saddle Mountain
ridge and its wide-open vistas, and will include a spectacular view
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of the White Bluffs along the Columbia River. Sage sparrows, loggerhead shrikes, long-eared owls, prairie falcons, and chukars are
good possibilities. The journey will continue west to Sentinel Gap,
where the river shore has significant woody riparian habitat that is a
magnet for rarities during migration. This trip will take about eight
hours, so don’t forget to bring food and drink.

Crane Tour 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. $14 Adults, $8 Seniors/
Children. Join us for a view of Sandhill cranes. These guided tours
will go directly to the best Sandhill crane feeding areas where and
when they can be their noisiest. An experienced wildlife guide and
a local agricultural expert will narrate each tour and will answer any
questions you may have.
Palouse Falls Tour 8:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. $30. Lloyd

Stoess and Ken Lacy will be your hosts on a tour of the route the
Glacial Lake Missoula floodwaters followed through the CheneyPalouse area. The catastrophic flooding amounted to as much as
nine million cubic meters of water per second, creating the landscape we see today throughout the Columbia Basin.
View some of the most spectacular examples of flood-related
geologic activity found anywhere in the world. Highlights of the
tour include Collier Coulee, Staircase Rapids spillways, PalouseSnake River Divide, Washtucna Coulee, Mid-Canyon Bar, Devil’s
Canyon, and, of course, the spectacular Palouse Falls.

Upper Grand Coulee Tour 8:20 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
$30. Gene Kiver will take you on an all-day bus tour that will
“fight” your way upstream from Othello through the Summer Falls
floodway to the Upper Grand Coulee where you will examine some
of the evidence and features produced by the Missoula Floods.
Floodwaters were hundreds to almost 1,000 feet deep along the
tour route and produced the spectacular Grand Coulee canyon.
Features include abandoned waterfalls, the Coulee Monocline, and
Steamboat Rock. You will end up at Grand Coulee Dam then return
to Othello through both the Upper and Lower Grand Coulee. Time
permitting, there may be additional field stops. Bring lunch, water,
and snacks.
Ice Age Floods in the Western Quincy Basin 8:35
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. $30. Karl Lillquist will lead an all-day bus and hiking tour of the western portion of the Quincy Basin. Ice Age floods
entered the Quincy Basin from the northeast and east. Some of
this water drained from the basin through the Drumheller Channels to the south. The remainder flowed west, exiting the Western
Quincy Basin through the Drumheller Channels to the south. The
remainder flowed west, exiting the Western Quincy Basin through
Frenchman Coulee, Potholes Coulee, and Crater Coulee. Karl will
take you to examine the landform and sediment evidence for the
catastrophic flood origins and evolution of each of these western
flood outlets on several short (<1.5 mile) hikes. You will see giant
basalt columns, dry falls, potholes, plunge pools, buttes, mesas,
flood bars, and more. In addition, you will explore the overall physical and human geography of the area.
Lower Grand Coulee Geology Tour 8:40 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. $25. Join John Moody, president of the Lower Grand
Coulee Chapter of the Ice Age Floods Institute and civil and water

resources engineer, as you travel north and west on McManamon
Road through the Columbia National Wildlife Refuge to the Drumheller Channels National Landmark overlook. There, you will walk
out to overlook for presentation. You will then travel west to view
granite erratics alongside Frenchman Hills. Then, head north to
Neva Lake. You will walk to Sundial and view Soap Lake (original
plunge pool) and the Lower Grand Coulee Monocline. Then, travel
to Lake Lenore Caves and walk around and enjoy your lunch. You
will have the opportunity to view a few overlooks, Rimrock Meadows, Sage Brush Flats Plateau, and Monster Rock in the Ephrata Fan.
On your way back, you will visit the Coulee Corridor National Scenic
Byway.

Hanford Reach Interpretive Center and Coyote
Canyon 8:50 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. $32, includes fee into the REACH.
The Coyote Canyon Mammoth Site is an ongoing paleo-ecological
excavation located southwest of Kennewick. The 17,449-year-old
mammoth bones are buried in Missoula Floods sediments. The
Mid-Columbia Basin Old Natural Education Sciences (MCBONES) Research Center Foundation is a nonprofit educational organization
and acts as an oversight and support entity for the project. Gary
Kleinknecht will take you to the dig and Dig House, a 40x40 feet pole
building set up as classroom, laboratory, and museum area. Dress
according to the weather, and bring snacks and drink. This trip will
also take you to The Hanford Reach Interpretive Center (REACH) in
Richland. If you have not visited The REACH, here is your chance to
see an amazing building with exhibits on the region’s natural history and Hanford Reach National Monument. Dress according to
the weather, wear sturdy shoes, and bring lunch, snacks, and drink.

Drumheller Channels Geology Hike 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

$30. A 3-4-mile hike of moderate difficulty, led by geologist Bruce
Bjornstad, will directly explore the evidence for the Ice Age Floods.
The floods cut through volcanic Columbia River basalt within the
Drumheller Channels just northwest of Othello. One hundred years
ago J Harlen Bretz recognized this area as one of the most spectacular examples of Ice Age Flood erosion in the Channeled Scabland.
Bring sturdy footwear, a camera, and lunch; bus transport provided.

Potholes Reservoir Boat Birding Tour Departs
from MarDon Resort, 8198 WA 262, Othello. 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
$65 per person. Join the Meseberg’s on a boat tour of the Potholes
Reservoir. This boat trip explores bird life in early spring on Potholes
Reservoir, concentrating on the bays where waterfowl, grebes,
shorebirds, herons, and eagles might be found. Please dress accordingly as it may be very cold and/or rainy this time of year.

Be sure to “like” the
Festival’s Facebook page
for the latest updates and
information.
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BANQUET AND SILENT AUCTION
Saturday Evening • 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Come learn about what we have been celebrating
the past 20 years at the Othello Sandhill Crane Festival.

Featured speaker
Dr. Gary Ivey

$35. Held at the High School Cafeteria.

Enjoy Marie Borth’s,
of Classy Country Catering
Culinary Delights
The menu includes slow roasted Angus
beef roast, glazed chicken breast with
toasted almonds, a vegetarian main
dish, side dishes and a shortcake bar.

Dr. Gary Ivey will give his talk
“Cranes are People Too!.”

Support future Festivals
by Bidding at our
Silent Auction
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

17

FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES
Novelties Available for sale all day Saturday. Don’t forget to purchase your commemorative 2017 Sandhill Crane Festival items, including T-shirts, pins, postcards, pens, and stuffed birds.

Children’s Programs 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. Learning

is fun for children, and this year’s programs at the Sandhill Crane
Festival will provide entertainment along with education. Children
will enjoy origami, a variety of crafts, creative painting projects, and
much more. Mask making is also available. These events are free to
children attending the Festival who are accompanied by a paying
adult. Children taking part in all the activities will receive a prize,
courtesy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Author Forum 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Near The Old Hotel booth in
the gym, Saturday only. Book signing will be available throughout
the day by Mark Amara, Paul Bannick, Alan Bauer, Bruce Bjornstad,
James Briggs, Dennis Dauble, Mike Denny, Paul Lindholdt, and
many others.
Displays and Activities Held all day with General Admission

Price into the Festival. Festival attendees will have the opportunity
to view wildlife, Columbia Basin-related exhibits, and commercial
displays. Bring your children—the festival offers many kid-friendly
activities for preschoolers on up and kid-friendly lectures running
every hour. We are also pleased to have special guest “Jimmye the
Firefighter,” who will be giving a lecture on fire prevention and draw
cartoon characters.

Othello Rotary Breakfast Saturday, 6:30 to 9:30 a.m. Held
at the Othello High School, the Othello Rotary will be offering pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, coffee, and juice Saturday morning
only. The price is $5 for a small and $7 for a large breakfast. No
reservations necessary - breakfast may be pre-ordered on the registration form, or you may order the day of the Festival.
Comestibles All Scratch Bakery will provide food service at the
high school snack bar. A variety of baked goods and drinks will be
offered. Boxed lunches can be ordered for tours on Saturday and
Sunday (pre-registration required) for $10. The box lunch choices
include sandwiches on a home-made wheat bun of: turkey & provolone, beef & cheddar or ham & swiss. A 4-bean salad is also an
option instead of a sandwich. All lunches will include kale slaw with
dried cranberries and a creamy white dressing, a bag of chips, a
baked goody and bottled water. You may pre-order a box lunch on
the registration form.
Senior Lunch 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Othello area seniors will be providing an affordable lunch at the Othello High School. You have
a choice of baked potato bar, hotdogs, homemade soups, dessert,
and drinks at the Festival.

The Old Hotel Art Gallery Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to

6 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m Weekend events at the gallery, located at 33 E Larch Street, include a Wine and Whiskey tasting with
local food sampling, featuring Gingko Forest Winery from Mattawa
and Whiskey Gap from Ritzville, on Saturday from 2pm until 6pm.

Available for purchase will be Sandhill Crane jewelry, DVD’s and
books including: birds, wildflower, wildlife, local history, geology,
and ice age floods. A fantastic selection of original art as well as craft
items, prints and cards. The non-profit has a 1946 all-steel caboose
built by the Milwaukee Railroad and has been turned into an interpretive museum and is located in the parking lot as an added attraction. The gallery also hosts a vendor booth at the festival.

Art Contest The Old Hotel Art Gallery sponsors an art contest. All

entries must feature nature and/or wildlife of the Columbia Basin.
There are five grade categories: 2nd grade & under, 3-5 grade, 6-8
grade, 9-12 grade and adult. Entries may include any media. First
place in each category receives a prize and each artwork will be displayed at the festival on Saturday. Art contest participants receive
free general admission to the festival. For more information contact
The Old Hotel at (509) 488-5936.

Visit Columbia National Wildlife Refuge The refuge of-

fice will be open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. The Columbia NWR office is located amid rock
rims, lakes, and broad expanses of sagebrush steppe. The refuge
is a focal point for a large segment of the Pacific Flyway waterfowl
migrating north, as well as wintering populations of many species.
Take a self-guided vehicle tour of the refuge and adjoining lands to
view wildlife and the magnificent geological features of the Ice Age
Floods. The refuge headquarters is located 5.5 miles northwest of
Othello. Directions to the headquarters: Drive north out of Othello on Broadway. Stay on this road, which turns into McManamon
Road. Turn right on Morgan Lake Road. Turn right into Columbia
National Wildlife Refuge headquarters within ½ mile.

Othello Community Museum Open Friday-Sunday, hours
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. History comes alive for you at Third Avenue
and Larch Street. Exhibits include the Milwaukee Railroad, the Columbia Basin Irrigation Project, antique tools, and more. The museum also has a variety of taxidermy birds from the area, as well as a
comprehensive egg display.

EXHIBITORS AND VENDORS
Festival attendees will have the opportunity to view wildlife and
Columbia Basin-related informational exhibits and commercial displays all day on Saturday.

Migration Game All day Saturday. Take to the wing, and mi-

grate from your winter to summer home. Discover the trials and
obstacles birds face on their long migration routes. This activity
(hosted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) will be held in the cafeteria and is fun for all ages. Everyone is welcome.

FREE Photo Booth All Day Saturday. There will be a free

photo booth to take your picture with a digitized Sandhill crane in
the background to take home as a memento.
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WILDLIFE AND AGRICULTURE IN OTHELLO
Although Othello is well-known for the spring Sandhill Crane Festival, birders also regularly travel to our area during the fall migration
season. Our area is part of the great Pacific Flyway, a “interstate” for
avian migration.
Thirty-two different types of mammals and over 200 species of birds
have been observed at Columbia National Wildlife Refuge. At the
height of the spring and fall migration, biologists have estimated
the refuge is home to up to 100,000 birds.

The diversity of wildlife in our area is matched only by the diversity of the crops grown here. Agriculture is also an important part of
avian life in the Basin—Sandhill cranes feast on leftover corn from
fall harvest, and other crops grown here provide forage for many
other species. Crops like wheat, alfalfa hay, potatoes, apples, spelt,
grapes, cherries, melons, peas, onions, peaches, apricots, and nectarines, and seed crops like carrots and radishes, provide “leftovers”
for many mammals and birds in our area. Nearly 800 acres of cropland are planted specifically as part of a program designed to maintain healthy waterfowl and crane populations.
According to Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, during fall and especially in March and April, refuge fields near Corfu, Road E SE, and
Barton Road attract up to 60,000 mallards, 20,000 northern pintails,
15,000 Sandhill cranes, and 50,000 Canada and cackling geese.
The delicate balance of nature and agriculture is an important one
for our area, and the issue is one local farmers take very seriously.
Our Festival enlists the help of dozens of local farmers each year
– they not only provide valuable resources and time as Festival
backers but volunteer to ride along on our tours to answer your
questions.
Thanks for your interest in our Festival, and we hope to see you
soon! Be sure to “like” the Festival’s Facebook page for the latest
updates and information.

Photos by Holly Lynn Stockton • Moses Lake, WA

background  to  take  home  as  a  memento.          
AS  ALWAYS,  PLEASE  CHECK  OUR  NEW  WEBSITE  FOR  UPDATES  AND  AVAILABLITY  OF  TOURS  AT:    othellosandhillcranefesLval.org  
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We’re  also  on  Facebook!    “Like”  our  page  to  receive  the  latest  updates  and  FesLval  news!  

FRIDAY
• MARCH 24
FRIDAY, MARCH 24

TIME

FIELD TRIPS

LECTURES

SPEAKERS AND
LEADERS

11:00 AM – 1:30 PM

Potholes Reservoir Boat Birding Tour

Mike Denny, Heidi Newsome

3:15 PM – Dark

Tonnemakers Hill Farm Tour

Tonnemakers Hill Farm

3:30 PM – Dark

Lower Crab Creek Birding Tour

Mike & MerryLynn Denny

4:00 PM – Sunset

Columbia National Wildlife Refuge Tour

Lisa Wilson

5:00 PM - Dark

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

5:30 PM – Dark

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

8:15 PM – 9:00 PM

Central WA is Disneyland
for Geologist

Nick Zentner

SATURDAY,•MARCH
25
SATURDAY
MARCH
25
TIME

FIELD TRIPS

LECTURES

SPEAKERS AND
LEADERS

7:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Blind Photography

Mike & MerryLynn Denny

7:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Puget Sound Energy
Tour

Dick Erickson

7:30 AM – 9:15 AM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

8:30 AM - 10:15 AM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

8:45 AM – 11:45 AM

Biking for Cranes

Chris Braunwart, Geri Schrom

9:00 AM – 10:45 AM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Changing the Course of the Palouse
River

Lloyd Stoess

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Pollinators of the Native Shrub-Steppe

Dr. Bob Gillespie

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Heritage Gardens

Heather Wendt

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Celebrate Birds Through Photography

Karen Ulvestad

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Do Bryophytes Grow in Eastern WA

Dr. Judith Harpel

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Wildflowers of the Shrub-Steppe

Terri Knoke

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Exploring Habitats

Heather Killinger

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Ice Age Floods and the Channeled
Scablands

Brent Cunderla

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

3D’s (Drones, Data, & Decisions) in
Agriculture

Dr. Lav Khot

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Spring Hiking – Celebrate What’s
Right in the World and Enjoy Getting
Outside this Spring!

Alan L Bauer

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Sandhill Cranes of the Pacific Flyway

Dr. Gary Ivey

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Thinking Like a River

Paul Lindholt

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Long Live the King!?

Jason Fidorra

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM
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10:00 AM – 11:00 AM
10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Spring Hiking – Celebrate What’s
Right in the World and Enjoy Getting
Outside this Spring!

Alan L Bauer

Sandhill Cranes of the Pacific Flyway

Dr. Gary Ivey

SATURDAY
• MARCH 25
Thinking Like a River

Paul Lindholt

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Long Live the King!?

Jason Fidorra

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Quincy Basin from Miocene to Present

Karl Lillquist

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Feathers, Fowl, and Flight

Steve Bouffard

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

We’re Birders Now

James Briggs

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Wildfire as an Ecosystem Process

Heidi Newsome

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Crop Biotechnology (GMO’s)

Mike Neff

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Status & Conversation of Burrowing
Owls in the Columbia Basin

Mike Gregg

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Greater Sage Grouse, Sagebrush &
Prison Inmates

Gretchen Graber

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Raptors of the Columbia Basin

Devon Comstock

11:30 AM – 2:30 PM

Ice Age Floods & the
Channeled Scablands
Tour

Brent Cunderla

Noon

20th Anniversary Celebration!

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Jimmye Firefighter

Jimmye Turner

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Looking for What Might Not Be There

Joseph Arnett

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

How to Choose & Use the Best Optics
for You

Jim Danzenbaker

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Monitoring Albatross Nesting on
Steve Bouffard
Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Conservation Needs of Trumpeter
Swans in the Western U.S.

Gary Ivey

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Coyote Canyon Mammoth Site Six
Years

Gary Kleinknecht

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Money & the Environment

Anson Nash & Kyhardhan
Ulvestad-LaReve

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Bee Friendly & Bee Happy

Sean Dougherty

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Insect for Kids

Dr. Bob Gillespie

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Common Birds of the Lower Columbia
Basin

Mike Denny

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Erratics: Calling Cards of the Ice Age

Bruce Bjornstad

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

The Plight of Native Fishes Not
Protected by the Endangered Species
Act

Dr. Dennis Dauble

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Vaux’s Happening Project

Larry Schwitters

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

“The Amazing Bats of Washington”

Ella Rowan

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Amphibians & Reptiles of the
Columbia Basin

Jeff Howland

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Earthquakes & Tectonic History of
Dr. Chad Pritchard
“Washington Rocks!”
Please check our website for updates and availability of tours at: othellosandhillcranefestival.org
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Birding Adventures in Eastern China
Steve Bouffard
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

WSU Raptor Club

WSU Raptor Club

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Erratics: Calling Cards of the Ice Age

Bruce Bjornstad

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

The Plight of Native Fishes Not
Protected by the Endangered Species
Act

Dr. Dennis Dauble

Vaux’s Happening Project

Larry Schwitters

“The Amazing Bats of Washington”

Ella Rowan

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Amphibians & Reptiles of the
Columbia Basin

Jeff Howland

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Earthquakes & Tectonic History of
“Washington Rocks!”

Dr. Chad Pritchard

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Birding Adventures in Eastern China

Steve Bouffard

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

WSU Raptor Club

WSU Raptor Club

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Grand Coulee – Washington’s Grand
Canyon

Gene Kiver

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Sub-Antarctic Island of South Georgia

Jim Danzenbaker

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Greater Sage-grouse & Columbian
Sharp-tailed Grouse

Kim Thorburn

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Owl: A Year in the Lives of North
American Owls

Paul Bannick

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

SATURDAY • MARCH 25

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM
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4:45 PM – 7:00 PM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

5:00 PM – 7:15 PM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

5:15 PM – Sunset

Blind Photography

Mike & MerryLynn Denny

5:15 PM – 7:20 PM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Crane Viewing Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

7:30 PM – 9:30 PM

Banquet and Silent
“Cranes Are People Too!”
Auction (Classy
Country Catering-Marie
Borth)

Dr. Gary Ivey

SUNDAY
• MARCH
MARCH
SUNDAY,
26 26
TIME

FIELD TRIPS

LEADERS

7:15 AM – 3:00 PM

Lower Crab Creek Birding Tour

Mike & MerryLynn Denny

7:30 AM – 3:15 PM

Wahluke Slope Birding

Randy Hill & Jim Danzenbaker

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Crane Tour

Wildlife and Ag Guides

8:15 AM – 4:00 PM

Palouse Falls Tour

Lloyd Stoess & Ken Lacy

8:20 AM – 4:00 PM

Upper Grand Coulee Tour

Gene Kiver

8:35 AM – 4:00 PM

Ice Age Floods in the Western Quincy Basin

Karl Lillquist

8:40 AM – 2:00 PM

Lower Grand Coulee Geology Tour

John Moody

8:50 AM – 3:15 PM

Hanford Reach Interpretive Center & Coyote Canyon

Gary Kleinknecht

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Drumheller Channels Geology Hike

Bruce Bjornstad

11:00 AM – 1:30 PM

Potholes Reservoir Boat Birding Tour

Mike & Levi Meseberg

GENERAL ADMISSION-BOXED LUNCHES-BREAKFAST

Leitz
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Coulee Dam

Sunnyside

Richland

Driving Directions
From Moses Lake
Take Highway 17 south to Cunningham Road and turn right. Cunningham Road becomes Main Street
when you get to Othello. Turn left at the light on 7th Avenue. Othello High School is located on the
right in the second block.

From Spokane
Take US Highway 395 south to US Highway 26 west. Follow Highway 26 to Othello. Turn right onto
1st Avenue. Follow 1st Avenue to Main Street. Turn right at the stop light on Main Street. Follow Main
Street to 7th Avenue. Turn right on 7th Avenue. Othello High School is located on the right in the
second block.

From Seattle
Follow I-90 east to Highway 26 east just after crossing the Columbia River at Vantage. Follow Highway
26 to Othello. Turn left on 1st Avenue. Follow 1st Avenue to Main Street. Turn right at the stop light
on Main Street. Follow Main Street to 7th Avenue. Turn right on 7th Avenue. Othello High School is
located on the right in the second block.

From the Tri-Cities
Take US Highway 395 north to the Highway 17/Othello exit. Follow Highway 17 north to Cunningham
road and turn left. Cunningham road becomes Main Street when you get to Othello. Turn left at the
light on 7th Avenue. Othello High School is located on the right in the second block.

www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org
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2017 REGISTRATION FORM
Call 1-866-726-3445 or 509-989-5606 or MAIL TO: P.O. Box 542, Othello WA 99344
GENERAL ADMISSION   Boxed Lunches • Breakfast
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
SMALL
LARGE		
SPAGHETTI
LUNCH
LUNCH
BREAKFAST
BREAKFAST
ADMISSIONS
FEED
QUANTITY
QUANTITY
QUANTITY
QUANTITY
QUANTITY
QUANTITY
AMOUNT
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

General Admission – Adults $10
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
General Admission – Senior $5
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
General Admission – Child Free
Under 12 w/paid Adult Admission
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Eagles Lodge Spaghetti Feed
March 24 Only – $10
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Boxed Lunch – $10 Sat. or Sun.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rotary Breakfast March 25 Only
$7 Large or $5 Small
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL - Admissions / Lunch / Breakfast / Dinner $_________________

FRIDAY • MARCH 24
TIME
1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE
FEE
QUANTITY
AMOUNT
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11:00 - 1:30			
$65
Potholes Boat Tour
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:45 - Dark			
$25
Tonnemakers Hill Farm Tour
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:30 - Dark			
$35
Lower Crab Creek Tour
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Birding Columbia NWR Tour
4:00 - Sunset			
$35
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
5:00 - Dark			
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
5:30 - Dark			
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL - FRIDAY $_________________

SATURDAY • MARCH 25
TIME
1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE
FEE
QUANTITY
AMOUNT
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Blind Photography
7:00 - 9:00			
$75
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Puget Sound Energy Tour
$35
7:30 - 1:00			
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
7:30 - 9:15			
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
8:00 - 9:45			
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
8:30 - 10:15			
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Biking for Cranes
$15
8:45 - 11:45			
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
9:00 - 10:45			
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Missoula Floods and the Channel
11:30 - 2:30			
$30
Scablands Tour
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SATURDAY • MARCH 25
TIME
1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE
FEE
QUANTITY
AMOUNT
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child			
	  4:45 - 7:00			
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
5:00 - 7:15			
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
	 5:15 - 7:20			
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Blind Photography
$75
	 5:15 - 6:45 			
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Crane Viewing Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
	 5:30 - 7:30			
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
	 7:30 - 9:30			
Banquet / Silent Auction
$35
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL - SATURDAY $_________________

SUNDAY • MARCH 26
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
TIME		
1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE
FEE
QUANTITY
AMOUNT
Lower Crab Creek Tour
$45
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
7:15 - 3:00			
Wahluke Slope Tour
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
7:30 - 3:15			
$45
Crane Tour
$14 Adults - $8 Sr/Child
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
8:00 - 10:00			
Palouse Falls Tour
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
8:15 - 4:00			
$30
Upper Grand Coulee Tour
$30
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
8:20 - 4:00			
Ice Age Floods in Western Quincy Basin
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
8:35 - 4:00			
$30
Lower Grand Coulee Tour
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
8:40 - 3:15			
$25
Hanford Reach/Coyote Canyon Tour
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
8:50 - 3:15			
$32
Drumheller Channels Geology Tour
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00 - 3:00			
$30
Potholes Reservoir Boat Tour
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
11:00 - 1:30			
$65
TOTAL - SUNDAY $_________________

All events are: a first-come, first-served basis. Reservations will be filled
in the order received; payment must accompany registration. MAIL IN
DEADLINE is March 17, 2017. (no refunds after March 17). Field trip
participants must purchase a Saturday General Admission Ticket. Tickets
are mailed to the address you provide, be sure to bring your tickets with
you to the Festival. If you did not receive your tickets in the mail, check
in at the front registration table.

Tours sell out quickly — please register early!

TOTALS
Admission/Meals

$

Friday

$

Saturday

$

Sunday

$

GRAND TOTAL $

Name:_______________________________________________ Email:______________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________________ State/Zip:______________

Phone:________________________________

Charge my credit card (Discover, Visa or MasterCard) OR mail in your check with the Registration form.
Number:__________________________________________ Exp. Date___________________ Security Code 3 Digits__________
Call toll free at 1-866-726-3445 or 509-989-5606 with your credit card available to assure your tour is available.
How did you hear about the Festival?______________________________________________________________________
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