The Resurrection of Jesus


“But at daybreak on the first day of the week they took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb; but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were puzzling over this, behold, two men in dazzling garments appeared to them.  They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.  They said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living one among the dead?  He is not here, but he has been raised.  Remember what he said to you while he was still in Gallilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners and be crucified, and rise on the third day.’  And they remembered his words.  Then they returned from the tomb and announced all these things to the eleven and to all the others.  The women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James; the others who accompanied them also told of this to the apostles, but their story seemed like nonsense and they did not believe them.  But Peter got up and ran to the tomb, bent down, and saw the burial cloth alone; then he went home amazed at what had happened.









Luke 24:1-12
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MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Catholic community of Resurrection of Our Lord School, are committed to the spiritual formation and intellectual growth of our students in order that each student will be equipped to spread the Good News of Jesus as found in the Gospel.  The parish school, in conjunction with the pastor of the parish, recognizes parents or caregivers as the primary educators of the children.  School policy provides direction for parents, teachers, and students to realize their God-given abilities and responsibilities.

In our efforts to educate the whole child, we provide a balance of spiritual, intellectual, social, physical and emotional experiences.  We attempt to nurture in our students a positive self-image and a spirit of inquiry and discovery that will inspire them to attain mastery of curriculum commensurate with their abilities.

We appreciate and confirm that our school is part of a community of faith, which includes the pastor, assistant priests and staff, school administration, faculty and staff, parents and students.  We attempt to maintain open and cooperative relationships within this diverse community.  Developing well-functioning lines of communication among these groups is paramount.  We support each other through planned school activities, informal gatherings, seminars and conferences.  Together we foster an environment which enables children to mature to their fullest potential.

We continually strive to be one, holy, catholic, and apostolic in our endeavors with the children who have been entrusted to our care.

Adopted


November 1995
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History of Resurrection of Our Lord School


Resurrection of Our Lord Parish School is a Catholic Elementary School in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  It is located in the Rhawnhurst section of Philadelphia.


In 1928, Reverend John M. Crossan was commissioned by His Eminence Dennis Cardinal Dougherty to form a parish to be known as Resurrection of Our Lord.  In the following year Father Crossan supervised the erection of a combination church and school.  The building was constructed to serve the parish of 110 families and was blessed by Cardinal Dougherty on April 24, 1929.  Instead of going to the school of Saint Cecilia, our children now had their own school, located on the second floor of the new building.  It consisted of only four rooms.


Four Sisters of Saint Joseph were entrusted with the responsibility of educating Resurrection’s children in those early years, each nun responsible for two grades.  The sisters lived on Bleigh Street, in a house rented by the Parents’ Association.  In 1938 construction of a convent on the top floor of the church/school building was made possible by the volunteer efforts of 91 men.  The end result was a comfortable facility for the increasing number of sisters needed to oversee the education of the children.


As the years went on and additional monies became available, a temporary rectory and convent were purchased in 1949.  Formal ground breaking for the new Church took place in March 1956, allowing for the expansion of the school.  It now encompassed all three floors of the original building and ground was broken for the construction of a new rectory and a new convent.


During those early years, enrollment in the school escalated as the construction of new homes in the area was completed.  At one time the school accommodated 1,450 students.  Lay teachers have enhanced the faculty and today continue to satisfy the educational needs of the students of Resurrection School.  In 1985, mindful of the needs of working parents, ours was the first school in the Archdiocese to offer a CARES Program, staffed by teachers.


At present, the average number of students in each of our 20 classrooms is 25.  Administration is comprised of a lay principal.  The entire faculty consists of lay teachers.


As we enter the new millennium, we are reminded of the saying, “We do not know what the future holds, but we know Who holds the future,” and we hope, that with His help, we may continue to serve His children for years to come.
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Spiritual Life

Prayer and Worship


As a Catholic institution, Resurrection School puts great emphasis on the spiritual development of the child.  Each school day begins and ends with prayer.  Students are encouraged to make prayer a central part of the day both in and out of the school building.  All students are required to participate in daily prayer and other liturgical celebrations regardless of their own personal or family beliefs.  The greatest success our school can hope to achieve is to aid the school children in the development of an active relationship with God.

Gathering as a school community for liturgy is an important component of our school.  Students are given opportunities to participate in liturgical events throughout the school year.  Students are encouraged to gather with their families and the larger parish community on the weekends for the celebration of Mass.

Sacramental Participation


The development of an active sacramental life is a major goal of our school.  The reception of the sacraments is encouraged as part of the school routine.  Opportunities for Reconciliation and reception of the Eucharist are provided throughout the year.

Spiritual formation has a special place in the curriculum at Resurrection School.  As students prepare to celebrate the sacraments for the first time, parents are encouraged to become active members in this preparation.  The following guidelines have been established for sacramental formation:

First Reconciliation – Students in Grade 2 and other eligible students receive the sacrament in the winter.
First Holy Communion – Students in Grade 2 and other eligible students receive the sacrament in the spring.
Confirmation – Students in Grade 5 and other eligible students begin preparation in the Spring Semester.  The sacrament is celebrated in the fall as the students move on to Grade 6.

Christian Service


Acts of Christian charity and service bring the lessons of the classroom to life for our students.  Students are encouraged to make service a major part of their experience at Resurrection School.  Opportunities to be of service to the school and parish present themselves on a daily basis.  Students are expected to participate willingly in these service experiences.
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School Programs

Bullying Prevention Program

            Children learn best when they feel safe, respected, and valued. Everyone at Resurrection of Our Lord School is committed to making our school a safe and caring environment for all our students. We will treat each other with respect and bullying in any form will not be tolerated at Resurrection of Our Lord School.

Examples of Bullying include:

· Hurting someone physically by hitting, kicking, tripping, pushing

· Stealing or damaging another person’s things

· Teasing someone in a hurtful way

· Using put-downs, such as insulting someone’s race, weight, height, or other physical characteristics

· Spreading rumors about someone

· Deliberately leaving someone out of a game or activity or trying to get other students to not include a child

· Threatening or harassing someone in person or on the computer

Staff at our school will do the following things to prevent bullying and help students feel safe at school.

· Closely supervise students in all areas of the school and schoolyard

· Respond quickly and sensitively to bullying reports from students and parents

· Investigate all reported bullying incidents

· assign consequences for bullying behavior

· Provide immediate consequences for retaliation against students report bullying

Students at our school will do the following things to prevent bullying:

· Treat each other with respect

· Refuse to bully others

· Refuse to watch, laugh, or join in when others are being bullied

· Attempt to include everyone especially those who are often left out

· Report bullying to an adult

Consequences for Bullying Behavior

· A staff member may issue a warning and redirect or reteach the rule about bullying

· Step 1: Meeting with the Principal

              Bullying policy will be reviewed with the student. Conflict resolution and 

              problem solving conference will be held with the student involved.

             Student will call his/her parent.

      Step 2:  Second Meeting with the Principal

             Student-teacher-parent-principal will meet to discuss the problem. Parent will

            sign a form acknowledging the bullying behavior. Student is informed of  

            future consequences for continuing bullying behavior.

      Step 3: Third Meeting with the Principal

              Parent notified.   In School Suspension for the next school day.

      Step 4:  Fourth Meeting with the Principal

              Parent will be required to pick up the student and remove from school. 

              Out of school suspension, or possible expulsion at the discretion of the             

               principal.
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CARES Program


As a service to our working parents, Resurrection School operates a CARES Program that provides supervision of the students from the close of school until 5:45 PM.  Students are afforded opportunities for both supervised play and the completion of homework.  Interested parents should contact the school office for details and an admission application.


The administration of Resurrection School reserves the right to remove any student from the CARES Program if he/she fails to obey the rules of the program.  In addition, students may be removed from the program if payments are not kept current.                                       
Crisis Management Plan 


Fire drills are scheduled according to City of Philadelphia regulations. Tornado drills are scheduled each semester according to State of Pennsylvania regulations.  Records of these drills are kept on file in the school office.  Students are expected to behave in an appropriate manner, due to the important nature of these drills.


It has become necessary for schools to practice lock-down drills to address potential emergency situations within the school setting. 


It is the clear expectation of the school administration that student behavior during these important drills be exceptional.  Any student who misbehaves during a fire, lock-down, or Shelter in Place drill is subject to disciplinary action as listed in the discipline code.

Shelter in Place

Definition


Shelter in Place is an emergency response plan to the release of hazardous materials into the air.  This response can be called only by the police or fire department.  If our school were instructed to shelter in place, we would initiate our plan to protect the children.  If a Shelter in Place is called, no one is permitted to leave or enter the building.  It becomes our responsibility to care for the basic needs of the children until we are given permission to safely dismiss the students to their parents.
Plan of Action
Should our school be instructed to shelter in place, we would notify each classroom via the PA system.  The announcement would be made three times to insure that each floor hears the message.  In the event that the PA system is not operational, staff members have been assigned to physically go to each floor in each building to make the announcement.


The first priority in this plan is to move the students to a location that can be properly sealed off.  The ideal location is a place that is above ground and away from doors or windows.  While our school hall and gym could easily accommodate all of our students, these areas would be difficult to seal off properly.  Our students will be moved into the hallways on each floor of both buildings.  Roll will be taken to ensure that each student is accounted for.

As students are moved to the hallways, the classroom doors and remaining exterior doors and windows will be sealed.  All ventilation systems will be turned off.   These sealed entrances will not be opened until permission is given by the police or fire department.  Supplies of plastic sheeting and duct tape have been purchased.
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A staff member will remain with the students.  All other teachers and staff members will be assigned to help secure areas within the school, to provide assistance with the students or to distribute supplies.


In time of crisis, it will be the first instinct of every parent to want to run to school to get their children and take them home.  During most emergency situations, this instinct is correct.  During a time when a Shelter in Place has been called, this instinct is counterproductive.  Our school will be sealed off and no one is permitted to leave or enter the building.  Anyone who arrives at school is putting himself or herself in danger and could add to the tension that would be a part of this situation.  Please remember to obey the police and fire department and stay indoors until the “all clear” signal is given.

Medications


Our plan includes a process for the distribution of medication to students who currently take medications in school.  Please insure that your child’s supply of medicine is adequate.  If your child takes medication at home and it is necessary for a dose not to be skipped, please call the principal to make the necessary arrangements.

Phones


During a crisis, it may be difficult for communications to go out or be received over the phone.  The Shelter in Place plan does not require the use of phones.  If phones are operational, it would be important for our phone lines to remain open to allow for communication between the police and fire department and our school.  Phone calls from parents would only tie up those lines and interfere with this communication process.  Our plan does allow for the Emergency Dismissal Phone Chain to announce that our school has been instructed to shelter in place.

Dismissal


Our plan requires that once a Shelter in Place is instituted, NO ONE may leave or enter the building.  This is the most critical aspect of the plan.  Once we receive the “all clear” signal from the police or fire department, we will invite parents to enter the building for dismissal.  To insure the safety of all students, parents will be asked to sign students out.  No student will be dismissed to anyone but a parent unless otherwise stated on the emergency dismissal information form.  Family members or friends who are picking up students must first see a school administrator or designee to check the emergency dismissal card.
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Modifications


It would be unwise to think that the plan in place will cover every possible eventuality.  The need to make decisions within the building will follow the same protocol as any other emergency situation.  The school principal will make those decisions.  In the event that the principal is unable to make those decisions, the following chain of command will go into effect:  Faculty Representatives, Facilities Manager.
Curriculum Modifications


Students who have been evaluated by a school psychologist and have been diagnosed as having a specific learning difficulty may be eligible to take part in a curriculum modification program.  This program is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and operates within the regular classroom setting.  Please see the school principal if you think your child may have a learning difficulty or for more details on the modification program.


Educational testing services are provided to our school through CORA Services, Inc.  Over the past few years, most students who are identified for educational screening have been evaluated during the same academic year.  Our school has seen a waiting list for these services and the timeframe for services may be as long as a few months.

Honors Math Program 


Resurrection School offers an Honors Math Program for students in Grades 5-8 who display the ability to work at an accelerated pace.  The following guidelines have been established for admission to the program and serve as the requirements to remain in it:

· A 90 or above in Reading Comprehension on Standardized Tests.  Failure to maintain such an average may result in removal from the Honors Program.  A meeting with the Honors Math teacher, school administration, and parents would help to decide on future participation.
· A score of 90 or above in Total Math on the Standardized test given by the school

· A Cognitive Skills Index score of 125 or better

· The consistent completion of homework and other assignments in Math

· The recommendation of the Grade 4 homeroom teacher

Students are admitted to the Honors Math Program at the beginning of Grade 5, based on their work in Grade 4.  Students are not admitted to the Honors Program in Grades 6, 7, or 8 unless they are newly transferred into Resurrection School and have participated in a diocesan Honors Math Program.

Admission guidelines for this program are provided by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  Our school supports these guidelines and strictly follows the admission requirements.
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Lunch Program


Resurrection School operates a Lunch Program in recognition of the needs of working parents and those students who travel a great distance to school.  Students remaining for lunch are supervised by school and lunch program staff. 


Students do have the option of going home for lunch.  If a student will be going home for lunch, parents must notify the homeroom teacher of this request in writing.  Parents are asked to commit to either option for the entire school year.  .


The following guidelines have been established:

· Students bring lunch to school each day.  There is not adequate refrigerator space for lunch boxes.  Parents are asked to plan accordingly.  Each child must bring a cloth or placemat on which to place his/her lunch.  Lunch boxes must have the child’s name and room number clearly marked on the outside of the container.

· No canned or bottled drinks, including soda, may be brought to school.

· Parents are encouraged to pack healthy snacks for students for lunch and recess.

· Lunch will be eaten in the school hall or in the student’s homeroom according to schedule.  Students are required to remain in their seats while eating lunch. 

· Time is allotted for students to use the bathrooms at the direction of the homeroom teachers or the staff supervising the lunch period.

· Students are responsible for the clean-up of the area where they eat their lunch.  

· Weather permitting, students will go out to the yard for recess.  There is no  rough play during this time.  Food is never to be taken to the yard.

· It may be necessary for lunch supervisors to discipline children for misbehavior.  Such disciplinary actions may include loss of lunch recess privileges for individual students, portions of classes, entire homerooms or grades.

· The school staff may also use the demerit system during the lunch period.

· School Administration has determined that electronic games are not permitted in school and trading cards which can have monetary value may not be brought to school.   However, careful use of other cards at lunchtime recess will be permitted, but responsibility for the cards rests with the student.  If used at any other time during the school day, the item will be confiscated.  It will then be necessary for a parent to claim the item in the school office.  

· Parents are never permitted to visit a child during the lunch period.  As with any visit to school, parents must report to the front office.

· If a lunch is forgotten at home, it may be dropped off at school before 11:30 AM.  Fast Food lunches are not to be delivered to school.   Children may not call home for lunch after 10:00 AM.
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· Parents may request that a child go home for lunch on a given day by making the request in writing to the child’s teacher.   The child is to be picked up in the front office at 12:00 Noon.  Students who do not go home for lunch everyday may not leave school for lunch without being picked up by a parent, guardian or designee over the age of 16.

· Milk is sold each day from Tuesday through Friday.

Resurrection School reserves the right to remove a student from the Lunch Program if he/she presents behavioral concerns during the lunch period.
Safe Environment Program


In keeping with the directive from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Resurrection of Our Lord Parish and School participate in the Safe Environment Program, instituted as a result of the 2002 United States Bishops Conference in Dallas, Texas.


In addition to the established safety clearances performed on each parish employee and volunteer, a training program was introduced in 2003.  All employees and volunteers take part in a class designed to inform them of ways in which a safe environment can be created for all children and young people.


Beginning with the 2004/2005 academic year, all students in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia have taken part in the program, “The Protection of God’s Children: A Program for Students.”  Homeroom teachers are now charged with the task of teaching two grade–appropriate lessons (December and March) on personal safety.  Students are given helpful ways to protect themselves from those who may try to make contact with them of an inappropriate nature.  The curriculum for these classes is provided by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and is available for review by parents upon request.
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Student Recognition

Peacemaker of the Month


The Peacemaker of the Month Program attempts to recognize students for their display of the monthly attribute/virtue of Christian behavior.   Homeroom teachers are asked to select a student each month for this award which focuses on one specific virtue which was manifested the previous month.  The particular virtue, assigned to the month, will be highlighted in our monthly communication the month before.   Students receive a button that may be worn in school and a certificate to take home.


The Peacemaker of the Month Program will attempt to build self-esteem within our students through practice of the virtues outlined in the Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi.  Students may be selected for a variety of reasons in this realm.  

Dress Down Passes


Over the last few years, Dress Down Passes have been distributed to students who have received three Merit Slips.  These passes are given as a reward and may be used on a school day when a liturgical celebration is not scheduled.  Students may wear clothes to school other than the school uniform.  Parents must insure that the choice of clothing is appropriate for Catholic School.  Pajamas, tank shirts, low-cut and midriff shirts are not acceptable attire for school.  If short pants are to be worn for dress down, the shorts must be at an appropriate length for school – when the child’s arm is at his/her side, the leg of the shorts must be lower than where the longest finger touches the leg.  Modesty in the choice of clothing should always be the general rule.  What is acceptable for the beach and outdoor fun may not be acceptable for school.  For safety reasons, shoes without backs are not permitted.  The administration reserves the right to have parents bring more suitable clothes should the situation demand it.

Perfect Attendance


Students who maintains perfect attendance for the entire year will be awarded a special certificate from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.   Perfect attendance means no missed days or lateness.                           
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Principal’s Award


At the close of each trimester, students may be awarded a Principal’s Award at the discretion of school staff.   Such awards are given to recognize extraordinary effort in academics and behavioral improvement by students.  Principal’s Award certificates will be given in the weeks that follow the close of a trimester.
Pastor’s List for Academic Excellence


Students in Grades 4-8 with exceptional academic records will be recognized each trimester with their inclusion on the Pastor’s List for Academic Excellence.  This list is designed to reward students for hard work and high grades throughout the trimester.  The following criteria have been established for this list:

· Students in Grades 4-8

· General average of 90.0 or better 
· No grade below 80

· Personal and Social Growth grade of a “4” or “3”   

· Effort and Study Skills grade of “4” or “3”
· Music, Physical Education, Technology grade of “4” or “3”

Technology


The use of technology has increased over the years and has become a vital part of the educational process.  Students in our school will be given opportunities to use technology in the educational realm.  All students will be required to sign the Acceptable Use Policy for Technology from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  Access to the Internet will be made available in the computer lab, in the library and in the classrooms.  Students will be supervised in the use of technology and must honor the Acceptable Use Policy for Technology. 
            Unauthorized and inappropriate use of the Internet in school is grounds for disciplinary action up to and including dismissal.


Inappropriate student Internet use at home that in some way associates his or her wrongful conduct with the school, students of the school and teachers and staff, may be cause for disciplinary action if the use affects the administration of the school generally or the relationship of the school to the student specifically.  Thus, for example, the posting of an Internet site from home containing threatening or derogatory comments about a teacher, student or school official may be grounds for dismissal.  This is so particularly when the site creates an atmosphere of fear or otherwise adversely affects the educational and religious mission of the school.

If a parent or student chooses not to sign the Acceptable Use Policy for Technology, access to the computer facilities will be limited for that student.  Assignments given to the students must then be completed outside of Resurrection School at the direction of the child’s parent.
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Admission

Resurrection of Our Lord School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all of the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to its students.  The School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, its admission policy or in any school-administered program.

The School endeavors to accommodate students with special needs, as the School’s resources and capabilities reasonably permit.  The school reserves the right to decline admission or impose reasonable conditions of attendance where indicated under the circumstances.

Families are accepted into the School in the following preferential order:

· Parish families with children currently enrolled in our school

· Non-parish families with children currently in our school

· Parish families with students transferring from other Catholic Schools

· Parish families with students transferring from other schools

· Non-parish families coming from a parish without a school or from a parish school with closed enrollment

· Non-Catholic students

The following guidelines have been established for admission to school:

1. Anyone seeking admission to Resurrection School must first register in the parish.

2. Parents/Guardians must provide the following information at the registration:

a. Transfer from previous school (where applicable)

b. Copy of immunization record

c. Original state-issued Birth Certificate

d. Baptismal Certificate, if not baptized in Resurrection Church

e. Proof of residence (Gas Bill, Electric Bill, etc.)

f. Copy of last report card

g. Copies of standardized testing, psychological and/or special testing

h. Registration fee

3. Provided there is sufficient room and the child does not have an academic, emotional, or discipline problem that the school feels incapable of handling, admission will be granted.
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4. Resurrection School reserves the right to deny admission to any student who has previously been asked to leave voluntarily or has been dismissed from this or any other Catholic, public, or private school for any reason.

5. Resurrection School reserves the right to revoke admission to any student who has gained admission through falsified information, whether written or verbal.

6. The following age requirements have been established for admission by 
      the state of Pennsylvania:

3-Yr. Old Pre-school–3 yrs old by Sept. 1       Kindergarten - 5 yrs. old by Sept. 1 

      4 Yr. Old Pre-school-4 yrs. old by Sept.1       Grade 1         – 6 yrs. old by Sept. 1
7. Students may be asked to sign a probationary acceptance agreement at the discretion of the school administration, the terms of which are binding.

8. Students may be asked to take tests in Reading and Math to insure proper placement.

9. No student is fully registered until all necessary documentation has been received and placement has been decided by school administration.

Our school serves a variety of purposes, including the academic, social and physical development of the students.  However, the primary purpose of our school is religious.  We exist for the purpose of evangelization and catechesis; that is, the proclamation of the Gospel and formation of the entire school community of Faith.  Our school offers a complete Catholic religious education program and makes every effort to develop the faith in all the students so that they may live a full Christian life.

Non-Catholic students may be admitted to our school under the following conditions:

a) The permission of the Pastor is obtained.

b) Adequate facilities and space are available, without denying the admission of eligible Catholic students.

c) The parents/guardians agree in writing to permit their child(ren) to attend Religion classes and functions that are offered as part of the school program.

d) The parents/guardians commit themselves in writing to accept and to promote the philosophy, goals, objectives and regulations of our school.

e) The parents/guardians agree in writing to assume full responsibility for all financial obligations.

Appointments


Resurrection School realizes that there may be some difficulty in securing doctor appointments during after-school hours.  The school requests that every effort be made to schedule appointments for days off or during after-school hours.  Should it be necessary to take a child out of school for an appointment, please request an early dismissal in writing to the child’s homeroom teacher.  Parents are required to meet their child in the school office and sign him/her out in the dismissal log.
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Arrival


Students are directed to report to the schoolyard no earlier than 7:45 AM.  There is no supervision of students until that time.  Students may enter the schoolyard from the Large or Vista Street entrances or by using the breezeway doors from Shelmire Avenue.  No student may enter the school without staff permission.  Students are required to wait in the designated areas with their classmates until they are directed into the building.  For the safety of all the children, no running, jumping rope, ball playing, etc. is permitted during this time.  As a further safety consideration, students are directed to remain quiet when they are in line.


A signal to line up will be given at 7:55 AM.  Teachers will direct students to enter the building and begin the school day.  Students who arrive to the schoolyard after the lines have entered the building should follow the procedure for inclement weather days, entering the building through the breezeway doors and reporting directly to their homerooms.  Students who are not in their homerooms by 8:05 AM are late for school.


When weather is inclement, students will be directed into the building by school staff.  Again, no one will be permitted to enter until 7:45 AM.  Supervision will be supplied at this time.  Students are expected to behave appropriately as they enter the building and report to their classrooms.

Traffic volume around our school continues to present safety concerns during morning drop-off.  Parents are urged to drop off their children and allow them to walk into the yard.  Delays in this procedure and double parking cause many problems as other drivers become impatient.  The narrow parking lot between the church and school may be used for drop-off.  Parents are instructed to enter this lot from Shelmire Avenue and exit ONLY RIGHT onto Vista Street.  Drivers should yield to the children as they make their way down the street.  Students are never permitted to exit vehicles in the middle of the street.  


Please accept and follow these simple rules for morning drop-off.  The entire school community urges parents to cooperate with these rules and keep student safety as a paramount goal.  The school recognizes that many parents feel safer if they see their children enter the schoolyard. If you must watch your child enter the schoolyard, please park away from the school property so as to free up drop-off space in front of school.  Parking spaces are available within easy walking distance to school.  A short walk is well worth the effort if student safety can be aided.


Parent-Teacher discussions may not take place in the schoolyard.  In most cases, the teachers in the yard at this time are supervising the children.  Parents are asked to contact the school office to arrange for a return phone call or meeting with the teachers.  Parents are reminded not to enter the schoolyard with the children.


Parents of our First Grade and Kindergarten students are reminded not to walk to their lines on the ramp with their children after the first week of school.  The space on the ramp cannot accommodate a large number of students and parents.  Your cooperation with this request is appreciated.
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CARES Program Dismissal


Parents are required to sign children out in the dismissal log each day as they leave the CARES Program.


Resurrection will attempt to provide the CARES Program services on selected Noon dismissal days.  This information will be communicated directly to those families in the CARES Program.  There will be no CARES Program services in the event of an unexpected early closing or on the days before major holidays.  This includes days when school is let out early because of snow or other weather-related problems.


On days when school does not close early for inclement weather, but the weather does cause travel problems in the afternoon, the school requests that parents pick up CARES students earlier than regular pick-up times.  The school reserves the right to close the CARES Program should the weather begin to cause travel problems after the end of the school day.  In such a circumstance, parents will be notified by phone.

Cars/Car-Line


Parents picking up children by car are invited to take part in our Car Line.  In doing so, parents avoid the difficulty of finding a parking space near school.  Car Line forms at 2:40 PM in the schoolyard.  Students are directed by school staff to the cars when the area is safe.  Cars leaving the schoolyard must turn right onto Vista Street.


Parents choosing not to participate in Car Line are reminded that there is no parking around the perimeter of the school during school hours.  Parents are required to pick up their children at the designated corners where lines are dismissed.  No child may be taken out of line at any time.  This requirement is for the safety of all children as teachers do not know the person responsible for afternoon pick-up for each child.  As with all school policy, parental cooperation is needed.


In fairness to our neighbors, parents are asked not to double-park or block driveways at arrival or dismissal times.  Please be considerate of the people who live in the houses surrounding our school.

Custody Policy


It is the policy of Resurrection of Our Lord School not to become involved in the adjudicating of the rights of parents in relation to the custody of their children.  Parents who are separated, divorced, or unmarried must provide the school with proper documentation concerning custody and visitation rights for their children.  Custodial parents are likewise asked to supply the school with copies of restraining orders if the need arises.  In the absence of this documentation, the school will assume that the parents share custody.  The school building is never the place to settle disputes of this nature.  Custody issues cannot interfere with the harmonious operation of the school building.  It is the responsibility of parents to notify the school of any change to custody arrangements.  Parents have the responsibility to communicate school information to the non-custodial parent.  
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Only those individuals who have legal custody of the student may attend school meetings, participate in educational decisions and review educational records regarding the student.  Persons who do not have legal custody have no such educational rights and may not participate in these matters.  The school cannot conduct separate parent conferences for custodial and non-custodial parents.  The school requests that the custodial parent inform the non-custodial parent of all school information including weekly communications, calendars, etc.  The school cannot produce a separate set of documents for non-custodial parents.

Daily Dismissal


The goal of our afternoon dismissal is to allow all students to exit the building in a safe, orderly, and timely manner.  Students leave school accompanied by classroom teachers and are required to stay in line until they reach the designated corners.    Students are directed to remain quiet in line.  Parents are required to meet their children at the appropriate corner on a daily basis.  NO student may be taken from line until he/she reaches the corner.  Cooperation with this policy allows for the safety of all students especially at the beginning of the year, as teachers get to know the pick-up routines of their students.


Students are expected to dismiss in the same line each day.  If a student needs to be dismissed from another line, a note must be sent to the child’s teacher.  The following lines have been established for dismissal:


LARGE STREET – Exit onto Shelmire Avenue and walk to Large Street


CASTOR AVENUE – Exit onto Shelmire Avenue and walk to Castor Avenue


VISTA STREET – Exit onto Vista Street and walk to Large Street


CAR LINE – Exit onto ramp and wait for staff to direct to cars


CARES PROGRAM – Exit into gym and wait for CARES Program staff

Dismissal Problems


Please inform your children that they are to go back into the school building and report to the school office if they are not picked up on time at dismissal.  Parents are further encouraged to call the school office if they know they will not be on time for afternoon pick-up.  Students at all grade levels should be reminded of this important safety consideration regularly by parents.
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Dress Code (School Uniform)


A dress code has been established for the students attending Resurrection of Our Lord School.  Students are expected to report to school each day in the appropriate attire.  Failure to follow the dress code may result in appropriate disciplinary action.   

Students in our Pre-School Program and boys and girls in kindergarten are to wear the school gym uniform (any combination) each day. 
FLIP-FLOPS AND SANDALS ARE NOT PERMITTED.
  Boys in Grades 1 through 6 are required to wear gray dress slacks with no outside pockets, seams or rolled-up cuffs, a gray or black belt, a long or short-sleeved white shirt, a navy blue tie, black or gray tie shoes, and black, gray, navy or white socks which cover the ankle.  A navy blue pullover sweater may be worn for added warmth.

Colored tee shirts may NOT be worn under the white shirt, white blouse or the blue golf shirt.

Girls is Grades 1 through 6 are required to wear the blue plaid uniform with school emblem, a long or short-sleeved white blouse, blue/white, black/white, blue/blue saddle or oxford-type tie shoes with flat rubber soles, navy blue knee socks or leotards.  A navy blue cardigan sweater and uniform slacks may be worn for added warmth.


Boys in Grades 7 & 8 are required to wear gray dress slacks without outside pockets, seams or rolled-up cuffs, a gray or black belt, a long or short sleeved white shirt, a gray tie, black or gray tie shoes, black, gray, navy or white socks which cover the ankle.  The navy blue Resurrection school sweater is required from October 15th through April 15th.


Girls is Grades 7 & 8 are required to wear the gray kilt-type skirt, a long or short sleeved white blouse, blue crisscross tie, blue/white, black/white, blue/blue saddle or oxford- type tie shoes with flat rubber soles, navy blue knee socks or leotards.  The navy blue Resurrection v-neck vest or long sleeved sweater is required from October 15th through April 15th.   The dress code requires that the kilt-type skirt be worn at the appropriate length.  The waistband is not to be rolled up and socks should be worn as they are designed – not rolled down to the ankle.  Uniform items that are not worn appropriately constitute a uniform violation.  Girls may choose to wear tights; however, the tights must be in good condition.

During the months of September, early October, late April, May, and June, the Resurrection blue knit golf shirts may be worn by all students.  Boys in all grades and girls in grades 1 through 6 may wear the optional navy blue twill shorts with these golf shirts.  A belt is to be worn with the shorts.  Girls in Grades 7 & 8 will continue to wear the gray kilt skirt.  Students may wear white sneakers with as little decoration as possible with these warm weather items.
These optional items are designed to provide comfort on warm weather days.  On occasion the school administration has instructed students to dress in their gym uniforms.  There is no set temperature for this change in uniform policy.  Parents are reminded that this decision is made by the school administration.  Students who report to school without proper uniform, even if by parent direction, are in violation of the dress code and subject to disciplinary action.  Such direction may even give a mixed signal to students about the need to follow the rules.
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Gym Uniform
       On their assigned gym day, students in Grades 1 through 8 are required to wear a Resurrection tee shirt, sweatshirt and sweat pants during most of the school year.  White socks, which cover the ankle, as well as sneakers are required for gym class.  The gym uniform should be worn to school on the assigned gym day.  Gym shorts, with a tee shirt, are an option and may be worn only when the dates allow for the use of the optional cooler uniform items; i.e., the beginning of school until October 15th and from April 15th until the close of school. These shorts must be worn at an appropriate length for school – when the child’s arm is at his side, the leg of the shorts should be where the longest finger touches the leg.  Students improperly dressed for gym class will not participate in gym activities.   For safety reasons, no jewelry should be worn to school on gym day.   If any part of the gym uniform becomes unable to be worn during the year or even toward the end of the year, the item must be replaced with regulation uniform items. 

Student hairstyles must be appropriate for a Catholic elementary school.  While it would be difficult to spell out the exact requirements, general guidelines have been established and should be followed.  Hairstyles for both boys and girls should be conservative.  If a parent has any cause to think that a change in hairstyle may violate school policy, it would be wise to avoid such a change.  No student may wear styles that have shaved sides or tracks or are extreme in any way.  Boys’ hairstyles that cover the eyes, fall below the shirt collar, cover the ears completely or are of extreme volume or fullness are not permitted.  Hair color changes for boys or girls are not permitted.  In keeping with our uniform philosophy, girls wishing to pull their hair back must use accessories (“scrunchies”) which are subtle. The uniform company has available one that matches the uniform.  A simple, yet functional navy blue or white “scrunchie” is also acceptable.  Bright-colored, loud patterned accessories may not be worn.  

Anyone in violation of the hairstyle policy must take the appropriate steps to restore hair to an acceptable form within a reasonable timeframe as established by the school administration.  The school administration reserves the right to make the final decision on hairstyles.  Failure to respond to such a directive may result in the student’s exclusion from school until the hairstyle has been corrected. 


School is not the place for jewelry, nail polish, artificial or sculptured nails.  Girls are permitted to wear one pair of gold, silver, blue, or white post earrings only on the lower part of the earlobe.  Earrings on any other area of the ear are not permitted.  Boys are not permitted to wear earrings.  Any piercing on any other part of the body is not permitted.  A band-aid covering a newly-pierced ear is a violation of the dress code.  A ring and wristwatch may be worn to school; however, students who wear inappropriate jewelry will be required to remove it and take it home.  If boys are going to have their ears pierced for the summer months, parents are instructed to wait until school has ended to do so.  Tattoos are not permitted in school.

Personal appearance that constitutes a distraction is not permitted.  Final approval or disapproval is at the discretion of the Principal.  Any change in the school uniform will be communicated to parents via the monthly Newsletters.

The school certainly recognizes that occasionally a situation will occur that prevents a student from wearing a complete uniform.  Such circumstances would be rare.  A second set of uniform items might be a quick solution to such an occurrence.  Repeated instances where students do not report to school in proper uniform speak to a lack of cooperation that cannot be condoned by parents.  It is important for all students to follow the dress code with the full support of their parents.

School policy requires that all students report to school each day

in proper school uniform!
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Eighth Grade Graduation


Eighth grade students who have completed the prescribed course of study and maintained a suitable discipline record are eligible for graduation if all financial obligations have been met.  Procedures for graduation are determined by the Administration.


Participation in the graduation ceremony is a privilege, not a right.  The School Administration has the right to deny any student participation in graduation if, in the view of the School, the student’s disciplinary record indicates that the privilege should not be extended.

Eighth Grade Scholarships


The Connelly Foundation offers scholarship programs to 8th grade students entering Diocesan high schools.  Information on these scholarships, their availability, and specific requirements are distributed to all members of grade 8 during the year.

Electronic Devices/Cell Phones
The administration of our school realizes that devices such as pagers and cell phones have become a necessary tool in keeping communications open with children, especially for working parents.  It is, however, the policy of this school that such devices may not be kept on the student’s person.  All cell phones will be collected and placed into the student’s homeroom’s plastic bag for safe keeping in the office.  Proper identification is a necessity.  Each morning the plastic bag will be taken to the office and returned to the homeroom at day’s end.  If a cell phone is found in a student’s possession during the school day, the device will be sent to the Principal’s office and must be picked up by a parent or guardian.
Electronic games/toys, I Pods or the like are not permitted for use in school.  The school is not responsible for loss or damage of these items even if they are taken from a student.
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Faculty Meetings


The principal of the school will establish faculty meetings as listed on the yearly calendar.  These meetings will be scheduled to serve the needs of the entire school community.  Some will be full-day meetings; others, half-day.  The school recognizes that both full and half days off cause supervision concerns for working parents.  The importance of these meetings justifies the use of time.

Family Vacations


Because regular attendance is important for good academic progress, family vacations during the school year are discouraged.  If, because of family obligations, a student takes a vacation during school time, that student is responsible to get all missed assignments the day he/she returns.  The student will be given a deadline by the teacher to complete all written work.  No teacher is required to assign work to one student before the rest of the class receives the assignment.  Please notify the school prior to the missed days so that if there are assignments, the teacher can give those assignments in advance if he/she wishes to do so.  Teachers will not be expected to re-teach the material a student missed while on vacation. 
General Communications


The Weekly Communication is available online at resurrectschool.org and will be sent via email to those who share their email address.  Those who wish a hard copy of the information instead should indicate that request on the form to be sent home during the opening days of school. (All families will receive a paper copy when the Monthly Information is sent out.) Those who receive the paper copy on a weekly basis should expect the folder to come home with the youngest/only child in school each Wednesday.  The empty folder must be returned to school each Thursday.


If a parent wishes to consult with any faculty member or with the principal, a call or note of request for an appointment will be honored as soon as possible.  This direct communication is highly recommended.  AT NO TIME IS A PARENTS TO GO TO A CLASSROOM TO SPEAK WITH A TEACHER OR A CHILD DURING THE SCHOOL DAY OR WHILE THE CLASS IS PREPARING FOR DISMISSAL.  

PARENT-TEACHER DISCUSSIONS MAY NOT TAKE PLACE IN THE SCHOOLYARD.


If a difficulty should arise concerning your child’s conduct or academic work, please contact the teacher involved before you bring the matter to the attention of the principal.

Since the responsibility for each child rests with the parent(s) or guardian(s), third parties, such as relatives, friends, etc., are not included in school meetings.


It is not the practice of the school to have students or teachers leave the classroom to take telephone calls.  Parents needing to deliver a message for a student or teacher should speak with a member of the school staff.
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Homeroom Assignments

Each student is assigned to a particular homeroom with the greater needs of the entire school community in mind.  These assignments are made known on the first day of school.  It is impossible to open up this procedure to requests for a particular homeroom.  Your cooperation with this policy is greatly appreciated.


Likewise, the changing of a student from one classroom to another is a practice that is rarely done.  Parents are reminded that homeroom changes disrupt the classroom activities and make the logistics of running the school very difficult.  The school administration respectfully asks that parents not make a request for change in homeroom assignments.


Traditionally, students in Grades 5 – 8 have been taught in departmental classes. In this grouping, students are instructed by different teachers for each subject.  It has been our desire in developing departmental classes to match teacher talent with subject matter.    Specific information for class schedules will be shared directly with the students in the opening days of school and with parents at the Back-to-School Night.

Pre-School and Kindergarten Dismissal


Students in our half-day Pre-school will be dismissed at 11:00 AM from the Shelmire Avenue door.  Students in the full-day program will be dismissed at 2:30 PM from the same exit door on Shelmire Avenue.

Students in our Kindergarten program are dismissed each day at the bottom of the ramp.  Parents are asked to remain off the ramp until the children are directed to them.  Kindergarten and Pre-school lines begin dismissal before the announced dismissal time. Cooperation with this routine allows for a safe dismissal for all students.


Parents are reminded that there is no double parking in the areas around our school.  Any double parking, especially in the area near the ramp, causes a serious congestion of traffic and creates a dangerous situation for all our students.

Lateness


Students are expected to line up each morning in the appropriate lines.  Students are considered late for school if they are not in their homeroom by 8:05 AM.  Those students must report to the front office for a late slip before they can be admitted to class.  Students will be issued a demerit slip after every fourth lateness.  Additionally, students with 12 or more late arrivals will remain in school for a 45-minute detention.  These after-school detentions will be issued after every 4th lateness, beginning with the twelfth.  (Parents are notified one day in advance of the detention.)  Please remember that students must be in homeroom, not simply through the doors to be considered on time.

           Please encourage good attendance habits and support the punctual arrival of the children.
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Noon Dismissals

Resurrection School will dismiss occasionally at 12:00 Noon for faculty meetings or other reasons.  These dates are included in the yearly calendar.  Please plan accordingly for these early dismissals.

Plagiarism


Plagiarism is defined as the stealing or passing off of the ideas or words of another as one’s own.  We aim to teach students even at an early age that school assignments must be one’s own.  Students are reminded throughout the year that plagiarism is not acceptable.  The school reserves the right to give a failing grade to any assignment that has been plagiarized.  Students are also subject to disciplinary action as listed in the discipline code.  Finally, plagiarized assignments must be redone.

School Records


Unless a court or custody agreement specifies otherwise, each parent/guardian with legal custody is entitled to access all school records of the child.  Without a subpoena or court order, school records of the child may be disclosed to a parent without legal custody ONLY with written consent of the parent/guardian with legal custody.

Smoking


Resurrection School is a smoke-free environment.  No smoking is allowed in the school building.  Any student who possesses tobacco is subject to disciplinary action as listed in the Discipline Code.

Student Absence


Parents are required to report all student absence by calling the school office before 9:30 AM on the day the child is absent.  An absence note must be given to the homeroom teacher upon the child’s return to school.  Failure to provide an absence note may be deemed as possible parent neglect and coded as such on the roll slip.  Phone calls do not take the place of absence notes.

When a student is absent for two consecutive days, parents may request that homework assignments be sent home.  Such requests must be made before 11:30 AM on the day of the second absence.  Books and assignments may be picked up in the front office after 2:30 PM.


Excessive absence is a real threat to academic progress.  Non-health related absences should be kept to a minimum.  The school reserves the right to report excessive absences to the appropriate city agencies.


In order to be counted present for a school session, students must be in class for 75% of the session.  For the morning session, students must be present for more than 2 hours and 45 minutes.  For the afternoon session, students must be present for at least 80 minutes.  Students leaving before 2:00 PM will be marked absent for the afternoon session.
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It are strongly suggested that you do not request that your child be dismissed before the regular dismissal time as this disrupts the day-to-day dismissal routine and end-of-day activities. 
Truancy


Any student who is absent from school without parental consent is considered truant and is subject to an immediate suspension.


No student may leave the school during the school day unless he/she is picked up by a parent/guardian or his/her designee over the age of sixteen.  Any student who leaves school without permission is subject to an immediate suspension.  Repeated incidents of truancy are grounds for immediate dismissal.  

Tuition/Fees


In justice to all parents and the parish community, parents are expected to keep tuition and fee payments up-to-date.  Both parents are jointly responsible for tuition and other fees charged by the school.  The School reserves the right to withhold academic records, including report cards, if tuition and fees are not current.  Gross failure to honor financial obligations may result in the dismissal of a student from the school.   Please refer any questions regarding financial obligations to the tuition office in the rectory.

Any information concerning tuition assistance that would be available to our school families will be communicated to all families through the weekly communication.  At this time there is no tuition assistance program sponsored by the parish.

Unexpected Early Dismissal


In the event that Resurrection School needs to dismiss early for weather-related or other reasons, an announcement will be made on KYW-News Radio 1060 AM.  For weather-related closings, the announcement would be in conjunction with the other parochial schools in the city of Philadelphia.  Parents will receive an automated call from school advising them of the early dismissal time.  Parents are asked to insure that someone will be available for pick-up at the announced early dismissal time.  Parents are asked to complete an emergency dismissal form at the beginning of the year indicating special instructions for such a dismissal. Trying to secure someone to pick-up a child may be a daunting task on the day of an unexpected dismissal.  Parents are urged to make plans now to deal with an unexpected early dismissal.   Family members, neighbors, or parents of classmates may prove to be appropriate choices for pick-up responsibilities.  Parents are asked to provide an extensive list of those who are permitted to pick up a child for such emergencies.  Adequate information and a pre-planned course of action help to make a stressful experience less taxing for all involved.  The school receives information on weather-related closings from the radio as well.  Phone calls made to school to inquire about an unexpected early dismissal tie up our phone lines and make it difficult to make necessary phone calls.

Should our school close early for weather-related or emergency situations, students who have parental permission to walk home as indicated on the Unexpected Early Dismissal form will be dismissed.  


                               -21-
Visitors to School


In order to provide for the safety of the children and school personnel, no one may enter the school building without the permission of the principal or her designee.  Parents needing to drop off materials or make contact with school staff must report to the front office.  No one may enter other parts of the school, including classrooms, unless directed by school staff.  Teachers are instructed not to confer with parents unless they have followed the established guidelines.  All visitors must enter and exit the school through the main doors on Shelmire Avenue.  Parental cooperation with this request will allow for a safe environment for all.


Occasionally, visitors from outside agencies (Department of Human Services, Philadelphia Police, CORA Services, etc.) may request or be directed to speak with a child in our school.  When possible, the school office will attempt to inform parents of such meetings.  The school may not interfere with official visits or contact with students if these visits are required by law.

Volunteers


Resurrection School has a great tradition of parent volunteers who support the operation of the school.  Parent volunteers are needed at various times in the school year.  Interested parents should complete a volunteer form included in the September Newsletter.


Volunteers in our school should report to the school office to sign in before reporting to his/her destination.  A “visitor pass” will be issued to all visitors to the school.  Volunteers should remain in the designated area of service.  No one is permitted to travel to other parts of the school without permission of the school principal or his designee.  Visitors or volunteers who violate this policy will be asked to leave the school premises.  

Walkers


Students are reminded that behavior on the way to and from school should be consistent with the rules for behavior in the classroom.  At no time should students engage in any activity that would endanger fellow students, community members, or themselves.  Jay-walking is prohibited at all times.  All crossing of streets near the school is to be done with the assistance of the crossing guards.   Students are reminded that their behavior while traveling to or from school reflects on our school.

Withdrawal

Parents seeking withdrawal from our school must make the request for transfer in writing to the principal.  Transfer slips will be issued to the parents on the child’s last day of school.  All school materials, including textbooks, library books, etc. must be returned to school.  School records will be released to the child’s new school when a release paper, signed by a parent/guardian, is received by the school.  The school reserves the right to withhold records if a family has not fulfilled its financial responsibility to the parish and school.
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General Safety Guidelines (Please see map on the following page for a graphic explanation.)

Arrival

· Students may be dropped off in the designated areas around the school.  No vehicle may park in the immediate areas surrounding our school.  Parents should pull over to the curb on Shelmire Avenue and on Large Street to allow students to exit the vehicle.  Parents using Vista Street for drop-off should form a single line going from Large Street to Castor Avenue and have students exit the vehicle in the coned-off area at the driveway to the parking lot.

· Students may enter the schoolyard to go to their respective lines from any gate or through the breezeway doors from Shelmire Avenue.  Students may enter the school building only when directed to do so by a member of the school staff.

· Parents using the driveway between the school and church must enter only from Shelmire Avenue and exit to the right only onto Vista Street.

· Any parent wishing to wait outside the schoolyard and watch the students enter the school building must park in an area away from school so as not to interfere with the designated drop-off areas.

· Parents are reminded that only students are permitted to enter the schoolyard.  No parent should be in the schoolyard or on the ramp.  Parents needing to speak with a teacher should go to the school office or leave a message for a teacher.

· All students must obey the directions of the crossing guards even if they are with parents.

· All students must cross the streets at an intersection.

· No student may exit a vehicle and cross in the middle of the street.

· All parents must drive with caution and maintain low speeds in the areas surrounding our school as indicated by the flashing School Zone lights. 
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Dismissal
· Pre-schoolers must be picked up by parents at the Shelmire Avenue and Large Street door.
· Kindergarten students must be picked up by parents at the bottom of the ramp on Vista Street.

· All students in Grades 1 through 8 are to be picked up at the appropriate corner for dismissal.  No student may be taken from a dismissal line until he or she has walked with the line to the appropriate corner.

· Parents are not permitted to double park vehicles around the streets surrounding our school.

· Car Line dismissal requires all vehicles to exit to the right only onto Vista Street.

· All students must obey the directions of the crossing guards even if they are with parents.

· All students must cross the streets at an intersection.

· No student may enter a vehicle by crossing in the middle of the street.

· All parents must drive with caution and maintain low speeds in the areas surrounding our school as indicated by the flashing School Zone lights

In fairness to the children of our school and out of real concern for their safety, all parents are asked to follow the guidelines for arrival and dismissal each day.  Please plan for delays that may occur because of traffic congestion or inclement weather.  Hurried and impatient drivers cause unsafe conditions for our children.  Please cooperate everyday with the guidelines.
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Academic Life

Assemblies


The school may arrange for in-school assemblies as an extension of the educational routine.  Being part of an appreciative audience is a learning experience; therefore, every student is expected to show proper respect and courtesy during this time.

Curriculum


The curriculum of Resurrection of Our Lord School is developed and approved by the Office of Catholic Education.  Each subject area is governed by curriculum guidelines that are periodically updated to reflect trends in education and changes in world events.  Teachers use these guidelines in preparation of classroom lessons.  Textbooks and supplemental materials are chosen to support the general curriculum.


Students are formally assessed in the curriculum areas as reflected on the Diocesan report cards.

Curriculum Supplements


Teachers often enhance the general curriculum with supplemental materials to aid instruction.  These materials may come in the form of texts, videos, computer software, etc.  The choice of these materials reflects the age of the students and the appropriate connection to the subject matter.

Discipline Code (Personal and Social Growth)


Our school believes that discipline is fundamental to life.  Discipline is a necessary reflection of the Philosophy of a Catholic School which attempts to develop a fully committed Christian.   Discipline is not a punishment.  It is so necessary to the work of education that, without it, no education is possible.

One of our aims is to motivate the children to develop Christian attitudes toward discipline and responsibility.  Children need to realize that the observance of rules brings happiness to themselves and others.


All students of Resurrection of Our Lord School are expected to conduct themselves properly at all times.  Their behavior should reflect the Christian values of honesty, courtesy, fair-play, appropriate language and good relationships with others.


Social growth is a major part of education.  Your child should be instilled with respect for the person and property of others and an appreciation for what others do for him/her.  Manners in the classroom and in the yard should be a carry-over from training at home.  Full cooperation and respect is expected and appreciated.


Each child will have to assume personal responsibility for his/her actions.  For students to do this, they must know the rules and regulations of our school.
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In order to guarantee your child and all students in our school an excellent Christian Education, we are listing those unacceptable behaviors which would prevent an atmosphere through which learning can take place.


Correct training in discipline means that a child learns to accept rules and regulations presented by lawful authority.  Students are expected to act in such fashion that their behavior will reflect favorably on themselves and the school.  They are expected to show consideration and respect for their fellow students and teachers, thus creating a harmonious atmosphere within the school.  All students must recognize their individual responsibilities and obligations and discharge them in accordance with school regulations.  Children who fail to comply with school policies and regulations must accept the consequences.


Each classroom has a set of rules that governs its workings.   It is important that students become familiar with the classroom policies and the discipline code in general.  Equally important is the support of this code by parents.


The discipline code applies to students both in school and at school-sponsored events, as well as the school/parish community and outside the school/parish community where the behavior is contrary to Catholic teachings or could bring disrepute or embarrassment to the school.


The following guidelines form the basis of the discipline code:

· Merit Slips are issued to reward positive behavior in school.

· Demerit Slips are issued to recognize negative behavior in school.

· An after-school detention will be required after 6 demerits.

· Twelve demerits warrant a suspension.

· After 2 suspensions, students may be liable for dismissal.
The discipline code is used more often in grades four to eight, while grades kindergarten through three usually use individual policies.  The school administration reserves the right to use the demerit system in grades kindergarten through three should the situation call for it.

Merit Slips


Merit slips are issued for the following behaviors:

· Consistent effort

· Consistent cooperation

· Kindness toward peers

· Academic improvement

· Consistent display of positive behavior

· Display of school spirit

· Act of Christian service

· Improved behavior

· Consistent display of responsibility

Merit Slips may be given for other positive behaviors not specifically listed here.
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      Demerit Slips


Teachers may issue Demerit Slips for violations of the discipline code as follows:


1 Demerit

· Failure to return school form or communication after a one-day grace period

· Failure to return signed demerit slip

· Talking at inappropriate times, including times when students are in lines

· Eating at inappropriate time or location

· Out of seat without permission

· Textbooks not covered

· Passing of notes in class

· Not returning to class in a timely manner from errand

· Continued lateness (every 4th lateness)

· No schoolbag

· Failure to have necessary books/materials for class

2 Demerits
· Disruption of classroom activities

· Violation of classroom rule(s)

· Misbehavior in line, hallway, bathroom, lunchroom, schoolyard, etc.

· Unchristian action or attitude toward peers

· Possession of toys or devices that disrupt classroom activities

-    Possession of cell phone, electronic devices/toys
-    Inappropriate use of school computers/Internet

3 Demerits

· Foul, abusive, or obscene language, gestures, or notes

· Failure to report to an after-school detention

· Misrepresentation of a parent’s signature on test, school form, etc.

· Disrespect to any staff member, including crossing guards

· Leaving classroom without permission

· Injuring another student

· Damage to personal property (may necessitate compensation as well)

· Cheating on a test, homework, project, etc.

· Inappropriate behavior during fire drill or in church

· Any infringement of the personal rights or safety of a peer

· Lying to staff member

· Plagiarism

· Physical and non-physical acts of bullying 

Demerit slips may be issued for other negative behavior not specifically mentioned above.
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Parents are reminded to sign and return demerit slips when issued.  Refusing to sign a demerit slip does not take it away.   If a parent has cause to question a demerit slip, he/she should sign and return the demerit and include a note for the staff member to contact him/her.

After-School Detentions


After 12 latenesses students will remain for an after-school detention.  6 demerits will also warrant an after-school detention.  Parents will be notified in advance.  Students with 6 demerits for behavioral reasons will be required to remain for an after-school detention.

Detentions will be held on Wednesday afternoons, from 3:00 to 3:45 PM.  Parents will be given advance notice of the detention date and will need to make arrangements for the student to be picked up at 3:45 PM.
Suspension


Students will be suspended from school if they accumulate a total of twelve demerits.  Students will serve a one-day in-school suspension.  Extreme cases may warrant an out-of-school suspension.  Such cases are at the discretion of the principal and will be discussed with parents.  In accordance with Archdiocesan Policies and Procedures, after two suspensions within an academic year a student may be liable for dismissal.

Students may receive an immediate suspension for the following offenses:

· Fighting

· Leaving school without permission

· Truancy

· Smoking or possession of tobacco

· Possession of dangerous device or substance (non weapon)

· Damage to teacher’s personal property or school property, including graffiti

Expulsion


Students who receive two suspensions during the academic year may be liable for  dismissal.


Students are liable for dismissal for the following offenses:

· Immorality

· Any attack on school staff

· Possession and/or distribution of illegal substances including drugs and alcohol

· Acts involving criminal violations within the school

· Theft
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· Vandalism

· Gross defiance

· Possession and/or use of weapons 

· Any action that endangers the well-being of the school community

· Threats against the faculty, staff, volunteers, students or administration

· Verbal, physical or sexual harassment

The principal of Resurrection School and pastor of Resurrection Parish reserve 
the right to dismiss any student who engages in any activity that disrupts the safe and orderly operation of the school and parish.  This includes inappropriate use of the Internet to harass or bully school staff or students.
The school reserves the right to dismiss a student if the parent(s)/guardian(s)

of that student harasses, threatens or verbally abuses any student (and/or his/her parent), teacher or staff member of Resurrection of Our Lord School.
Disciplinary Probation


A student may be placed on disciplinary probation for admission if the following conditions apply:

· The student has a failing grade in conduct for the current school year

· The student has two suspensions during one calendar year
During the course of the year certain conditions may require disciplinary 

probation for a student to complete the year.  Continued misbehavior while on disciplinary probation may be grounds for immediate dismissal.

Important Notes: 

· The Discipline Code does not cover every possible situation.  The school administration will determine which behaviors warrant disciplinary action.

· Parents are urged to speak to their children about the importance of using appropriate language in school.  As listed earlier in the discipline code, any threatening language used by students will be addressed by school administration and will constitute grounds for immediate removal of the child.  Any student under investigation will be released to his/her parents or legal guardians and removed from school pending the completion of the investigation.   Such action could lead to dismissal.
· The Discipline Code applies both in and out of the classroom, in the school community generally, and outside the school community where behavior is contrary to Catholic teachings or could bring disrepute or embarrassment to the School.

Children are reminded that they are Resurrection of Our Lord students 24 hours a day.
· Serious conduct by students or parents/guardians, or anyone acting on their behalf, incompatible with the educational and religious mission of the school is grounds for disciplinary action, including, but not limited to, the immediate dismissal of the student, as well as the reporting of the incident to the appropriate legal authorities when appropriate.  No parent/guardian is permitted to address another person’s child concerning any incident.  
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· Additionally, in the case of threats of violence or harassment in any form, including oral, written or electronic, by a student against any member of the school community, the student, if suspended but not dismissed, may be required to have psychological or psychiatric clearance before returning to school.

· It is quite possible that students who have normally and consistently displayed positive behaviors may engage in negative behaviors of a serious nature.  In such cases, the school does consider the past record of students, but reserves the right to take appropriate disciplinary action.

· Incidents of vandalism have been on the rise in the past several years.  In most cases it is the children of this parish who are responsible for the damage to parish property.  Anyone engaged in acts of vandalism will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law by the parish.  Children must treat the property with care and respect at all times.  The parish has been in contact with the Philadelphia Police Department to raise a concern about trespassing and vandalism.  Additionally, surveillance cameras have been installed to help prevent vandalism or to aid in the prosecution of those responsible for the damage.

Field Trips


Field trips, as part of the educational experience, may be planned by the homeroom teachers.  The purpose of every class trip is to broaden the intellectual, cultural and social experiences of each child.  There will be no overnight field trips or activities that the School deems to be high risk.  Each student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) must provide written permission for each trip in order for the student to participate.  A field trip parent consent form must by signed by the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student.


A class trip is a privilege that can be taken away if the school deems it appropriate.  If a student is not permitted to participate in a class trip because of disciplinary issues, the student is required to report to school that day and will be given an independent assignment.

If a parent/guardian does not want a child to attend the trip for any reason, he/she must notify the school.  The child will be marked absent for that day.

Parent chaperones may accompany students on a field trip as directed by the homeroom teacher.  If sufficient room does not allow for all interested parent chaperones to attend, the teacher will notify parents directly.

Note: Reasonable care will be provided to protect the safety of each child on the         

trip.  Resurrection School is not liable for any incidents that occur during the course of any field trip.
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Homework


Homework is essential for the full scholastic development of the student.  It is a strengthening and clarifying device to extend learning experiences that take place during the day in school.  It is expected that parents see to it that each child does his/her homework completely each evening.  Parents are also expected to sign assignment books nightly.  Homework that is not completed will affect the child’s grade.  

Projects are never given the night before they are due.


In keeping with Archdiocesan policy, the approximate amount of time spent on written and study homework is:
     Grade 1 & 2 – 30 minutes per night
Grades 5 & 6 – 90 minutes per night

     Grade 3 & 4 – 60 minutes per night
Grades 7 & 8 – 120 minutes per night

Library Services


Resurrection School operates a library to support the educational process within the school.  Students are afforded opportunities to check out books and resource materials for both classroom assignments and leisure-time reading.  


In fairness to the library staff and to students wishing to check out materials, students must return their library books in a timely manner.  Failure to follow the circulation guidelines may result in a loss of library privileges.


Materials on loan from our library are the responsibility of the students who check them out.  Any library material that is lost or damaged must be replaced at its current cost.  

Parent Conferences


Report card conferences are scheduled for the first trimester.  Because of the importance of these conferences, no classes are held on conference days.  Conferences may be requested by the classroom teachers or by parents.  Please mark your calendar and make every effort to secure time for a conference.  Parent conferences are designed for consultations with parents/guardians.  No one may represent parents/guardians in these conferences.  Only those persons with legal custody of a child may be present at a conference.  Non-custodial parents are not legal decision-makers for a child and therefore cannot be the representative at a parent conference.


Parents may request individual conferences with a teacher by making a request in writing.  On the day of the individual conference, parents should report to the school office and wait to be directed to the classroom.  No one is permitted to go to the classroom without permission from the school principal or her designee.
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Progress Reports


Progress Reports are issued approximately mid-way prior to the close of marks for each trimester.  These reports give parents an overall picture of their child’s academic progress.  Parents are urged to monitor student progress in addition to these reports by examining the individual tests and assessments as they come home for signature.

Report Cards


Report cards will be issued after each trimester (December, March and June) to students in Grades 1- 8.  The report card grades are derived from the work produced in the marking period.  The work may include tests, quizzes, projects, homework, written and oral presentations, class participation, and cooperative grouping activities.  Students are encouraged to develop a regular schedule for study and review that would eliminate the need for an extended period of study on the evening before an assessment.  End-of-Year Assessments are part of the grades for the Third Trimester.  The final grade is the average of the three trimesters.  All report cards should be signed and returned to school as directed by the homeroom teachers.

Retention


When a student is struggling with his/her present coursework or has missed large sections of the curriculum because of excessive absence or lack of work, it may be necessary for that child to repeat the grade.  A decision to retain a student is never intended as a punishment.  Rather, it is an educational decision intended to meet the particular academic or emotional needs of that child.  Students with multiple failures are strong candidates for retention.


Considerations for possible retention begin at the close of the first trimester.  Parents are notified that such a possibility exists and offered suggestions for interventions.  Final decisions for retention are made at the close of the school year.


Students in Grade 8 with multiple failures are subject to the admission requirements of their prospective high schools.  Students in Grades 6, 7 & 8 who are required to repeat the grade may not repeat the grade here at Resurrection.  


While parental input is a valuable component of this process, the final decision for retention or promotion lies with the school.

Standardized Testing

The Terra Nova Test will be administered to students in Grades K through 8.  This test allows our school to compare our students with those who have taken the same test from around the diocese and around the country.  In a practical way, it allows the school to monitor its educational practices by evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the student population.  It also serves as an admission requirement for the Mentally Gifted and Honors Math Programs, as well as, eligibility for Title I services.   Testing for all grades will take place in the spring.
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Summer School


Summer classes are required for any student in Grades 1-8 who has a failure as a final grade on his/her report card.   Written documentation must be provided to school showing successful completion of the summer course(s).  In the absence of summer classes at a local school, work with an approved tutor will suffice for a summer course.   20 hours with a tutor will meet the requirement.

Students in Grade 8 are subject to summer school requirements of the high school in which they are registered.  Parents must contact the child’s prospective high school to find out the exact requirements for summer school.  Resurrection School is not responsible to investigate the individual requirements for each of the high schools.


Resurrection School reserves the right to make summer school classes mandatory for any student who has excessive absences that are not related to a major medical problem and/or whose absences are not supported by doctors’ notes.

Testing/Assessment


Students are assessed by use of both teacher-made and commercially prepared tests.  Teachers announce these assessments, giving the students sufficient time to prepare.  The amount of time allotted for preparation varies for each subject area and grade level.  Graded assessments will come home for parental signature.  Please use these assessments as a means of gauging student progress in the trimester.  


Each student will bring home a record-keeping sheet with his/her grades for the trimester on a regular basis.  This form is provided to give parents the overall perspective of grades earned during the marking period.  Each time the form is sent home, parents should review the grades and sign the form in the appropriate area.  


Students who are absent on the day of a test or other assessments are expected to take the test or other assessments on a day assigned by the teacher.

Students are expected to turn in projects or other assignments on the established due date.  Assignments turned in after the established due date are subject to a loss of points for lateness.

Textbooks


The textbooks used in Resurrection School are chosen by the Curriculum Coordinators, homeroom teachers, and school administration.  These materials are approved by the Office of Catholic Education as well.


Many of our textbooks are provided to us through funding by the state of Pennsylvania.  Students are responsible for the care of these books.  Any book that has been lost or damaged while in use by a student remains the responsibility of that student.  All textbooks must be covered at all times.  Students taking textbooks home must carry them in a schoolbag.
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Textbooks, workbooks, copybooks, folders, etc. are to be used properly.  Book covers or pages should not be used as drawing or scribble pads.  The school administration reserves the right to have a student replace books that are damaged in this way.

Report Card Grade – Personal and Social Growth


Grades received on the report card for Personal and Social Growth reflect a student’s behavior for the entire marking period.  These grades are affected by the number of disciplinary actions received by the student.  These actions may include written and verbal reprimands.  Please consult the rubric for Personal and Social Growth in the back of this handbook.
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School Services
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)


Resurrection Parish sponsors activities for the Catholic Youth Organization.  Students are eligible to participate according to the requirements of each group.  Students with academic and/or behavioral concerns may become ineligible for participation in CYO activities.  These students may be reinstated once the concerns are appropriately addressed.  This policy applies to all parish-sponsored organizations.

Children’s Choir


Resurrection Parish sponsors a children’s choir during the school year.  Students in grades 3 through 8 may participate in this choir.  Sign-ups are held each September.  The choir takes part in liturgical events throughout the year.

CORA Services, Inc.


The State of Pennsylvania supplies our school with student services as contracted with CORA Services, Inc.  Remedial math and reading, counseling, and speech therapy are offered to students as scheduling allows.  Psycho-educational screenings and testing are also provided by CORA.

Crossing Guards


Crossing Guards are on duty during the times that the students travel to and from school at the direction of the public school district.  Students are reminded to obey the crossing guards as they cross the streets.  Parents are asked to speak with their children concerning street safety.  Students are further reminded that they are to cross the street only at the intersection and with the assistance of the crossing guards. Parents are asked to support this simple request by following the directive of the crossing guards and by allowing the children to remain in their lines until they reach the corner.


Parents are reminded that crossing guards have the great responsibility of insuring student safety at the dangerous intersections near our school.  Parents are urged to give these people the greatest cooperation and respect.  No parent should interfere with the job of the crossing guard at arrival or dismissal.

Fundraising


When fundraisers are planned, each family is requested to participate.  The school sets specific goals for the proceeds of each fundraiser.
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Health Services


The School District of Philadelphia provides a school nurse to our school three days per week.  The nurse is responsible for the maintenance of health records and the evaluation of students when they feel ill during the school day.  Resurrection School does not have a medical facility to treat illness.  Parents will be notified if a child’s symptoms require the need to go home.  Please make the necessary arrangements now to insure the quick pick-up of a child in the event that he/she becomes sick during the school day.


Resurrection School requests that medications be given at home if at all possible.  If medication must be given in school on a long-term basis, a signed physician’s authorization (MED-1) is required.  This form must be completed by the doctor and returned to the school nurse before any medication can be given.  The medication must be in the original prescription container with the child’s name, name of medication, and dosage instructions printed on the pharmacy label.  The nurse cannot dispense medication unless all these conditions are met.  Students are never permitted to carry any medications on their person.  This applies to both prescription and over-the-counter medicines.  The nurse is not permitted to dispense medications on a short-term basis.  If a child needs to take medication on a short-term basis, parents must make the necessary arrangements to have an adult come to school to administer the medication.


Children may carry inhalers on their person.  These inhalers, with a completed MED-1, are to be sent to the nurse initially.  When the nurse permits a child to carry the inhaler, the child’s teacher will be notified. 


On days when the nurse is not on duty in school, the responsibility for medical evaluation and the dispensing of medications falls to the school staff.  Parents will be notified to pick up a child if symptoms require the child to go home.


The school will always attempt to contact parents first if a child becomes ill or is involved in an accident at school.  If parents are unavailable at home or at work, the emergency contact numbers will be called.  It is imperative that the school be able to reach a parent or another emergency contact in the event that a child becomes ill during the school day.  It is unfair to have a child wait in the office while the school attempts to contact a parent.  Please insure that the Student Information Cards are kept up to date.  If parents are away from the office or unable to be reached by phone, please make certain that an emergency contact is in place for immediate consultation.


Physical examinations are required when a child enters school and in the 6th grade.  Vision is checked yearly; growth screening is done every other year.  Hearing is checked in Grades K-1-2-3-6.  Any child with hearing problems and those who have failed their previous hearing exams are checked yearly.  Referrals are sent home when a child is found deficient in a particular area.  These referrals must be returned to school to insure that proper care has been received.  Mandated scoliosis screening is completed in grades 6 & 7.  T.B. tine testing is done when and where the need arises.


Please exercise good judgment and do not send a child to school if he/she is running a fever or is feeling ill.  In most cases, the child will be sent home if the symptoms continue.
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Home and School Association


Resurrection School has an active Home and School Association.  Parents are encouraged to become members of this organization and to participate in general meetings and other Home and School functions.

School Pictures


The school schedules a professional photographer to take individual and group pictures each year.  Families have the option of purchasing these pictures.  All students will be photographed on picture day.  The individual pictures are used for our student record card.

Stationery Sales


Students in need of stationery items during the school year may purchase these items in the school store.  Orders are taken daily and filled at our earliest possible convenience.  Parents may place an order by placing the appropriate money in an envelope that has the student’s name, homeroom, and order written clearly on it.  If change is required, it will be placed in the same envelope and returned home with the student.


Students are reminded that the care of copybooks, folders, school supplies, etc. is part of the learning experience here at Resurrection.  The school reserves the right to require students to replace materials that have been used inappropriately, damaged or defaced in any way even if these materials are purchased by students for student use.

Title I Services

Beginning in the 2006/2007 school year, our school became eligible for Title I Federal funding.  Three programs are being offered with the new funding source.


Standardized testing, Terra Nova, will be scheduled for students in Grades K through 7.  Eligibility for Title I services is tied to standardized test scores.   In addition, we have been provided with a Reading Specialist.  She will be taking some children daily to improve the reading skills identified by our curriculum and state standards for their grade levels.  

Our school will provide an after-school tutorial service for eligible students.  Teachers from our school, as well as other schools, will be invited to become tutors.  The cost of this tutorial program is provided by Title I funds.  As specific details concerning this program are made available to the school, this information will be passed along to families.
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Appendix A
School Schedule

  7:45 AM  –  Students may enter the schoolyard.  Teacher supervision is provided.

  7:55 AM  –  Morning session begins for Pre-school to Grade 8.  Students form                

           lines in assigned areas and enter the buildings.
  8:05 AM  –  Students not in their homerooms are late for school.

11:00 AM  -   Half-day Pre-School dismissal      Lunch begins for Pre-K. 
12:00 Noon - Lunchtime for Grades K through 8

Grades
            Lunch


 Recess


K to 4

12:00 – 12:20

12:20 – 12:45



5 to 8

12:20 – 12:45

12:00 – 12:20
 12:45 PM –  Afternoon session begins for Grades K through 8
   2:30 PM –   Full-day Pre-School dismissal 
   2:45 PM -   Dismissal for Kindergarten through Grade 8
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Appendix B

Rubrics


Beginning with the 2002/2003 school year a new report card was introduced for all students in parish elementary schools.  In the following pages, you will find the rubrics to be used in determining your child’s grade for Personal and Social Growth, Effort and Study Skills, Art, Music, Physical Education and Technology.  These rubrics are used by your child’s teachers to determine the report card grade.  Under each category, there is listed a description of the kind of behaviors your child has exhibited during the trimester.


The traditional letter grades (O, VG, G, S, I and U) will not be used in these areas.  These grades will now be represented as the numbers 1 through 4.  There is no direct connection between the old letter grades and the new rubric numbers.  It is our hope that the rubrics serve to more accurately describe student performance and/or behavior.  Like the traditional letter grades, it will be impossible to eliminate all subjectivity.  The purpose of the changeover to the number-based rubric system is to provide parents and students with specific descriptors of the behaviors in each area.

Personal and Social Growth

Effort and Study Skills

Art

Music

Physical Education

Technology

Appendix C
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Appendix C
ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

FOR TECHNOLOGY
Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia

PURPOSE

Technology is a valuable educational vehicle.  Our schools are committed to teach its faculty, staff and students, and the school community to work and learn effectively with technology and to ensure responsible use of technology.  The policy outlined below applies to all technology use including Internet use.  The Acceptable Use Policy for Technology applies to all students, faculty, staff, volunteers or community members allowed access to school technology resources.

GOAL

The school’s goal is to prepare its members for life in an electronic, global community.  To this end, the school will:

· provide a variety of technology based tools

· teach technology skills

· integrate technology with curriculum

· encourage critical thinking and problem solving skills

· facilitate evaluation and synthesis of information

· encourage ethical practices

RESPONSBILITIES OF USER

Our schools will make every effort to provide a safe environment for learning with technology including Internet safeguards.  The faculty, staff, students, and school community are granted the privilege of using the computer hardware and software, peripherals, and electronic communication tools including the Internet.  With this privilege comes the responsibility to use the equipment correctly, respect the name and intellectual properties of others, and follow the policies outlined below.

TECHNOLOGY USE GUIDELINES

· Educational Purpose/Appropriate Use:  All technology use and Internet access at schools for all faculty, staff and students is provided solely for educational purposes.  Educational sites and teacher created assignments are to be used to enhance student learning.  Students must not access entertainment sites, for example, social networking sites or gaming sites, except for educational purposes under teacher supervision.  Expressed permission to use the Internet and hardware/software in any area of the school must always be obtained.

· Copyright/Intellectual Property:  All sources obtained for teacher and student work should be properly cited.  Users are to respect the rights of, and intellectual property of others, in accordance with Federal Copyright Law.  Transferring copyrighted material to or from school without expressed written permission of the owner is a violation of Federal Law.
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ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

FOR TECHNOLOGY

Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
· Unacceptable Use:
· Users must not use equipment to harass, threaten, deceive, offend, embarrass or annoy any individual.

· Users must not post, publish, or display any defamatory, inaccurate, violent, abusive, profane or sexually oriented material.  Do not use obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude or threatening language.  Do not knowingly or recklessly post false information about any persons, students, staff or any other organization.

· Users must not use a photograph, image or likeness of any student, employee or parishioner without express permission of that individual and of the principal.  Users must not use school equipment to create any site, post any photo, image or video of another except with express permission of that individual and of the principal.  Maintaining or posting material to a Website or blog that threatens a likelihood of substantial disruption in school, including harming or interfering with the rights of other students to participate fully in school or extracurricular activities is a violation of the Acceptable Use Policy and subject to the disciplinary measure found herein.

· Users must not attempt to circumvent system security, guess passwords, or in any way gain access to secured resources, another person’s files or another person’s password.

· Users must not install, move, delete, download, upload, reconfigure, or modify any software or files on school equipment without permission.

· Students must not move, repair, reconfigure, modify, or attach external devices to the systems without permission.

· Users must not deliberately visit a site known for unacceptable material or any material that is not in support of educational objectives.  Students must not access entertainment sites, for example, social networking sites such as myspace.com or facebook.com or gaming sites, except for educational purposes under teacher supervision.

· Users are not to plagiarize content and may not present the work of another as their own without properly citing that work.

· Users must not violate license agreements, copy disks, CD-ROMs, or other protected media.  Users must not use technology for any illegal activity.  Use of the Internet for commercial gains or profits is not allowed from an educational site.

· Reporting:  Users must report immediately any damage or change to the school’s hardware/software that is noticed by the user.

· Electronic Devices:  Users must adhere to local school policy regarding the use of additional electronic devices including, but not limited to, personal digital assistants (PDA), calculators, gaming devices, cellular phones, and pagers.  Access will be determined by the administrator of the school.  The school’s technology policy regarding authorization, use, responsibility, integrity, intellectual property, and monitoring will be applied to these devices.

· Administrative Rights:  The Office of Catholic Education or the school administration at any time may add additional rules and restrictions.  The school has the right to monitor both student and employee use of school computers.
Violation of the above rules will be dealt with by the administration of the school.  Violation of these rules may result in any of the following:

· Loss of use of school network, computers and software, including Internet access.  The student will be expected to complete work on a non-networked, stand alone computer system.

· Issuance of demerits/detentions

· Disciplinary action including, but not limited to, dismissal and/or legal action by the school, civil authorities or other involved parties.

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

FOR TECHNOLOGY
Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia

Student Internet Access Contract


I understand that when I am using the Internet or any other computer/telecommunications device, I must adhere to all rules of courtesy, etiquette, and laws regarding the copying of information as prescribed by either Federal, State, or local laws and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and Resurrection of Our Lord Parish School.

My signature below and that of my parent(s) or guardian(s) means that I agree to follow the guidelines of this Acceptable User Policy for Technology for the Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Student Name ______________________________
Room # ________________

Student Signature ___________________________
Date _____/_____/_______

Parent or Guardian: Please review this policy with your child and sign below:

Student Access Contract


I hereby release Resurrection of Our Lord Parish School and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, its personnel and any other institutions with which it is affiliated, from any and all claims and damages of any nature arising from my child’s use of, or inability to use, the Internet Access, including, but not limited to, claims that may arise from the unauthorized use of the system to purchase products or services.

I will instruct my child regarding any restrictions against materials that are outlined by the Acceptable Use Policy for Technology for the Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  I will emphasize the importance of following rules for personal safety.

As parent or guardian of this student, I have read the Acceptable Use Policy for Technology for the Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for Resurrection of Our Lord Parish School.  I hereby give my permission for my child to use the Internet and will not hold Resurrection of Our Lord Parish School or the Archdiocese of Philadelphia liable as a result of my daughter’s/son’s use of the Internet on school premises.  I understand that my child has agreed not to access inappropriate material on the Internet.

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________   Date ____/____/____

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________   Date ____/____/____

    Handbook Agreement Form

We have read the School Handbook and

 have discussed its contents with our children.

We agree to abide by the policies and procedures

 set forth in this document.

We have taken the time to specifically review 

the safety guidelines for arrival and dismissal.

Date:_________________

Parents’ Signatures:

___________________________________


___________________________________

Kindly print family name:

___________________________________

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

In our on-going efforts to make improvements

to our school, we encourage parents to share

their thoughts, suggestions, concerns,

and observations with us.

Please use the following space for your comments:

________________________________________   

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________   
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