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from our founder : PAT

CRAIG

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

A

s the Executive
Director of this wonderful organization,
I feel blessed to have been
involved in saving captive
wildlife for over 36 years now.
Seeing how we take animals
from some of the worst scenarios possible and then provide
them with the highest quality
food, shelter and care, as well
as a specialized rehabilitation
process that allows them to live
a more natural life gives me
great pleasure.
Knowing we have gone the extra mile to give each animal the
very best life possible is also
comforting, as is the visual affirmation we receive when we
see our animals living stressfree lives. Yet, as wonderful
as all of these outcomes seem,
I find myself always having to
remain intensely focused and
acutely aware of the slightest
thing out of place - much like a
soldier would be if he/she were
hunkered down in a fox hole at
the front of enemy lines.
Why such an odd statement?
Well, it’s a byproduct of having
literally thousands of important
aspects of running the largest carnivore sanctuary in the
world hanging in the air at any
given moment. By that I mean
there are hundreds of tasks,
decisions and physical actions
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related to managing the dayto-day operations of a facility
this size... and even more so,
there are probably five times as
many of the same that relate to
the Sanctuary’s existence and
operation on a local, national
and international basis.
It’s incredibly difficult to put
into words the myriad details
and innumerable items that
are constantly flowing through
my office and occupying my
mind at any given moment,
so I count myself exceedingly
lucky to have a small army of
highly-trained and extraordinarily-dedicated staff working
by my side. Without them, I
would most-likely spontaneously combust and disappear in
a puff of smoke.
By far one of the most difficult things I deal with is the
Captive Wildlife Crisis as it relates to all of the people, places
and trends that are constantly
in motion and changing all the
time. We consistently receive
emails, phone calls, letters and
requests for information about
animals that are in terrible, or
at-least questionable, situations
and the person or entity contacting us is trying to get someone to help.
In addition, the national and
international players in the
field – like the Humane Society
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of the United States, PETA,
World Wildlife Fund, Born
Free, Animal Legal Defense
Fund and a whole host of other
entities - are constantly shifting their strategies in dealing
with the same issues, as well
as creating new campaigns and
initiatives of their own to help
captive wildlife and domestic
animals. It becomes mind-boggling when trying to keep up on
all of the projects and efforts
that are in place at any given
moment, as well as calculate
the outcomes and repercussions
those projects may create.
Then, when you add-in the
federal government and all of
the regulations, restrictions
and policies they are implementing or changing... as well
as Colorado’s own twist on
wildlife policy... it gets even
tougher to stay ahead of the
curve. And finally, we have
all of the other countries in
the world that are busy dealing
with their own captive wildlife
crisis, who sometimes choose
to let others in on their initiatives... and sometimes not...
and always have more animals
in trouble than they know what
to do with.
So I end up with one giant
pot of boiling tasks, duties,
issues, initiatives and reactions that needs to be stirred,

monitored and attended to on
an hourly basis! Yet, I have
no option other than to dig-in
and keep feeding all of this
information into my cerebral
processor and take the resulting summary/mindset and apply it in a way that helps keep
the Wild Animal Sanctuary
relevant, benevolent and
highly-productive.

I am always humbled by the
people I meet that are also in
the business of helping animals, as so many of them carry
a passion that is truly inspirational. I sometimes think how
great it would be if we all had
enough spare time to sit down
and work on the same problem
together, as I’m sure the progress could be staggering.

I know it seems a bit crazy at
times, but it truly is what it
takes to stay on top of everything that is important to the
welfare of animals and the
people who care about them.
Without a true and accurate
perspective on what is going
on at any given moment in the
world there would be no way to
keep this Sanctuary operating
and in business.

Yet, like most of life’s oddities, we all seem to be so busy
keeping our own ships afloat
that there isn’t enough time in
the day to attempt bailing water
together. It’s hard to justify
the attempt when you know in
the back of your mind there
aren’t enough resources to go
around - and if you were to
take that chance – you might
end up blowing bubbles from
the bottom of the sea.

So what does all this mean?
Well, admittedly, it’s nothing
more than one person from one
organization just taking the
time to vent a little about the
complexities and burdens of
responsibility. Yet, if anything,
I would hope that you would
come away with a feeling that
you appreciate the advantages
that might come from being
entrenched in this for three and
a half decades.
The banked knowledge and
historical perspective that I’ve
accumulated over time are
invaluable and have helped us
in many ways, so in some ways
it’s been a blessing to have
been at it this long. Knowing
the ins and outs and being able
to see patterns in the way certain things flow is incredibly

Granite & Marble
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org

5

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR CONT’D...
helpful when trying to avoid
making the same mistakes...
as is knowing when it’s best to
jump-in or not get involved.
There are so many people and
organizations going in different directions today that it’s
incredibly important to know
which ones are headed in the
right direction. Some are really good at putting on spectacle and grandeur - while not
really having substance – much
like the Wizard of Oz did with
smoke and mirrors from behind
a curtain - and others are more
honest and sincere with no hidden agenda.
Probably the most disingenuous operations out there are
the ones that always have baby
Lions, Tigers and other cute
cubs on hand for visitors to
play with. It’s not that cubs
aren’t cute and cuddly - rather,
it’s that all those cubs will
eventually grow up and mature
to the point where no one can
interact with them.
That’s when these people will
conveniently dump the halfgrown animals somewhere,
and do it in a discrete manner
so no one sees the negative
side of the equation. If people
who visited facilities like these
or participated in the kind of
activities involving cubs knew
the ramifications of producing
endless litters one after another, they would never forgive
themselves for supporting such
irresponsible behavior.
6

Many outfits like Black
Jaguar White Tiger and The
Zoological Wildlife Foundation
have encounters and photo sessions (for money) with baby
Lions, Tigers, Leopards and a
whole host of other endangered
and exotic babies, which have
been offered daily for years on
end. The concept that these
babies grow up so quickly and
have to be replaced constantly
should be the first clue that
something is not right.
The cast-off animals would pile
up quickly and would require a
facility much larger than ours
to accommodate just those animals, let alone the cub operation. Yet, all of the celebrities
and other foolish people that
flock to these facilities for a
once in a lifetime opportunity
do so without truly evaluating
the system.
It’s easy to be fooled by the
slick and well-practiced statements that are put forth by the
humans that do this, but even
the least knowledgeable person
can still do the math and see
there is an obvious discrepancy. And for those that are
told there is another “facility”
or “a Sanctuary” that exists
somewhere else where all these
half-grown animals go to live
out their lives in peace... they
need to demand to see it.
The paper trail is another way
for many of these operations to
get away with mass producing
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cubs and then making them
disappear, as so many of the
regulating agencies that watch
them either (1) do not scrutinize the records to see that the
numbers just don’t add up... or
(2) do not require the owners
to even keep accurate records.
The only time this obvious
flow of animals off the charts
is ever caught is when they
happen to get raided before
they have had a chance to get
rid of the evidence – such as
the Tiger Rescue facility in CA
where they found 58 dead Tiger
cubs in the freezer.
In any case, I realize it’s very
easy for someone like myself
who has seen every kind of
scam there has been in the last
36 years, and that the general
public may not realize there are
people who on the surface seem
to love animals, but instead
are blatantly misleading them.
Yet, the old adage that says if
it looks too good to be true –
it isn’t – should be applied to
animals as well.
The miracles that seem to
be documented on YouTube
and through Facebook where
people hold, play, sleep and
live with large carnivore cubs
and adolescents are not telling
the other half of the story. In
those cases, they’ve left out the
most important part where the
animal started to mature and
began balking at orders and
disrespecting the human.

That is the side of the equation
they hide from the public so the
story seems magical, and so the
average person can see themselves doing the same. For
without this candy dangling in
front of people, there wouldn’t
be the same draw. Imagine
how many people would want
to own a Tiger or Lion if the
second half of the story was
shown where the Lion refused
to do something he was asked
to do and ended up seriously
attacking the owner.

The vast majority of the animals we rescue that came from
private owners were done so
because the owner reached
the point where they could no
longer safely go in with the
animal... or had been seriously
hurt during a disagreement
with the animal. So remember, when you see one of these
people working with what
seems to be a grown big cat...
it’s more than likely a young
adult or adolescent that is large
in frame but meek in mind.

There’s plenty of footage from
circuses and magic shows
where the owners stated the
cats were like their own children and were loved and
spoiled with affection – yet
they ended up killing or maiming the owner when they got
sick of doing everything he
wanted them to do. This is
why all of the cub operations
never keep the cubs for the
rest of their lives, as there’s no
magic in that.

So as sunsets come and go
along the western skies of the
Sanctuary, I will continue to
manage both our on-site and
off-site presence the best way
I know how. From committing
to always do what’s best for
our rescued animals... to helping steer TWAS in the right

direction... to lending a voice
to local, state and international
policy... I will not fail at doing everything in my power to
succeed.
Your support is the one thing I
treasure most about having others helping us with our work,
as your trust and generous
gifts keep the wheels turning
here! And for all the wonderful things we accomplish on a
daily basis, it would be impossible without you standing side
by side with our entire team of
dedicated volunteers and staff.
Thank you so much!

Pat Craig,
Executive Director

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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ometimes the Sanctuary
receives phone calls
about animals that don’t
always fit the genre of the
animals we typically rescue.
Yet, as many of you know, that
hasn’t necessarily stopped us
from doing our best to lend a
helping hand whenever we can.

In most cases we don’t usually
receive calls about “strays”
– especially since we rescue
Lions, Tigers and Bears and not
too many of those tend to go
missing accidentally. But from
time to time we do hear about
other types of stray animals
needing help, including some
from the oddly-feathered bird
family known as Emu.
Yet even with Emu, you would
think it might be weird for us
to have random strays appearing - versus some that just
needed to be rescued from bad
captive situations - but out of
all the Emu we have rescued,
nearly all were found looselywandering as “strays” before
being rescued and brought to
our facility.
So it wasn’t a giant surprise for
us to receive another phone call
about a newly-found vagrant
Emu. This time a woman was

calling about an odd 120 pound
bird she had discovered, being
fully convinced it had somehow survived since prehistoric
times. For her, this bird had
taken the idea of helping a
stray animal to a whole new
level.

Apparently, this particularly
lonely-looking Emu had been
found meandering along a
remote rural road here in
Colorado. Our Good Samaritan
inadvertently discovered her
and decided to help the lonesome Ratite reunite with her
absentee owners.
You would think corralling the
Emu to keep her safe might be
a good idea – especially since
her owners must surely be worried about her - and were likely
frantically searching one county road after another trying to
find her before she got hit by a
car! But our Good Samaritan’s
efforts to protect and reunite
this bird with her human family
fell flat as bird squat when she
finally found the owners and
they wanted nothing more to do
with her - unwaveringly refusing to take her back!
So, what do you do when you
are the sudden new owner of a

E

6 foot tall bird that can live for
more than three decades? Call
The Wild Animal Sanctuary
since our talented staff has a
wide range of knowledge having had numerous Ratites call
TWAS home.
“Madame E” as she was affectionately renamed, now resides
with Barney (our most-handsome male Emu), as well as Mr.
Friendly, Lucy and Ethel who
happen to be our resident herd
of pleasantly-polite Ostriches.
As many of you may remember
from earlier in 2015 - Lucy and
Ethel came to live here after
spending years penned inside
a metal corral situated in the
middle of an asphalt parking
lot.
Of course we are pretty sure
Barney is excited to have the
lovely Madame E here helping him represent; just as we
are tickled pink to be given the
opportunity to provide a lifetime home for her. We promise
never to stray from providing
her with the first-class care,
love, and affection that all our
feathered friends receive... and
she can always count on us
to be there for her no matter
how near or far she happens to
roam!

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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Water for Wildlife
Every animal on this earth needs water, but for some animals like Tigers, Jaguars and Bears, water
goes far beyond giving them life and basic sustenance. Water for one of these majestic creatures is
quite literally the source of their inner nature, their soul, their strength and vitality, and is the fuel
that energizes their magnificent spirit!

Yet, here at The Wild Animal
Sanctuary, we fight for water
on a daily basis. With over 400
rescued animals, water is much
more than a necessity, as we require volumes of precious H2O
to care for our rescued animals!
Without it, we would fail to
give the level of care needed
and our animals would simply
perish. Yet, even with numerous wells located on our 720
acre property, there is only
enough water to clean the enclosures and provide water for
drinking.
Absent are the lakes, streams,
rivers and ponds that blanket
the landscape and cover so
much of what most people today imagine as natural habitat.
That’s because we live within a
false reality here in Colorado,

and most people are unaware of
what is truly natural.
We actually live in a harsh
environment, one where man
has virtually changed the natural landscape to fit his needs.
Centuries earlier, the land
located east of the towering
Rocky Mountains was a desolate expanse filled with cactus,
sage brush and dryland prairie
grasses as far as the eye could
see.
With only 11 inches of precipitation per year on average, this
land was an incredibly challenging environment for anyone to live in. Yet, as settlers
came to the state, they began
to transform the natural flow
of rivers, streams and natural
drainages, which enabled them
to alter the appearance of the
land.

TWAS’ Fleet of Water Trucks...
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As dams, irrigation ditches
and giant sprinkler systems
were added to enable farming
in even more remote areas, the
look and feel of Colorado’s
front-range changed. Cities
and subdivisions became blanketed with lush trees, shrubs
and oceans of green grass, and
farm fields began to flow with
endless rows of corn, sunflowers and vegetables.
Yet, without the man-made
irrigation and access to incredibly expensive water rights,
sanctuaries like ours have limited access to water. Our only
source are the aquifers that
lay beneath the land we own
and those are only accessible
through deep and expensive
wells.

For the past 21 years of our
being at our current location,
we have slowly accumulated
one well after another that help
us to provide the critical water
that is needed to care for our
rescued animals. Yet, even
with nearly a dozen wells, most
of the aquifers that are beneath
our land are beginning to dry
up.

drilled at twice the
depth once thought
to be adequate, but
these new wells
bring the promise
of being able to
give our Tigers,
Jaguars, Bears and
other animals the
water they need to
thrive.

Many cities and businesses
draw from these aquifers too,
so both the level and volume of
water available has had a sharp
decline over the past decade.
The more shallow aquifers
barely produce any amount of
water, which has warranted us
having to drill to much greater
depths in search of more ample
resources.

These new wells,
along with the
ones previously
drilled that still
function adequately, will help us
greatly as we move forward
into 2016. Yet, like so many
times when you hear good
news... there was some bad
news that decided to join the
party at the last minute.

Recently, with the generous
help of a few special supporters, we were able to drill and
obtain power for four new
water wells. All four had to be

One of the tankers in our fleet
of water trucks suddenly decided to give up the ghost and die.
It was the largest tanker in the

fleet and was one of our greatest assets (when speaking about
water here at the Sanctuary)
since it was used day-in and
day-out by all of our animal
caretakers. It was the lifeblood
and key element of our habitat system, as water trucks are
the only way we can get water
to all 720 acres of habitats we
have in place.

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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WATER FOR WILDLIFE CONT’D...
So even though we had the new
wells and power in place, we
suddenly needed to find additional funding to replace this
deceased yet heroic champion
of our mobile water system.
Without missing a beat, our
development team jumped into
action and amended a grant application they had been working on.
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They applied for $117,000 to
replace the old truck with a
brand new model. Luckily, the
Foundation they applied to had
been a long-standing partner
of the Sanctuary and they responded with incredible generosity. Instead of just funding
a portion of the grant, which is
typical for many foundations
these days... the Donald Slavic
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Foundation chose to fund 100%
of our request!
Needless to say, we were not
only surprised, but were also
grateful beyond words for their
incredible gift. Within days of
receiving the grant, we had a
new water truck ordered and on
its way to the Sanctuary.

It will be inaugurated into the
fleet the day it arrives (which
should be any day now) and we
will rest much easier now that
we have successfully replaced
a truly critical piece of equipment. With this unit making
our water truck fleet whole
again, the new wells will have

plenty of support toward fulfilling their purpose.
We want to thank the very generous supporters that stepped
up to make the wells and power
a reality, and appreciate their
endorsement of this life-changing project. We also want to

reiterate our gratitude to the
Donald Slavic Foundation for
their amazing support, and give
thanks to any and all of the
other people that have helped
keep our rescued animals well
hydrated over the years!

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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REMEMBERING

C ecil...

I

n this day and age of computers and world-wide
connectivity there are
definitely more people ready
and willing to react when they
see or hear about a tragedy. In
most cases, the issue at hand is
something that would have never made international headlines
years ago due to its remote
geographical proximity, or its
subject matter being too far to
the left or right for mainstream
media to cover it.
Yet, with so many people being
tuned into the news through
endless digital streams including social media in the form
of Twitter and Facebook, as
well as podcast sites, blogs and
YouTube channels... it seems
like nearly any story will gain
traction if it involves a serious
injustice or includes defenseless animals being hurt.
Take Cecil, a well-known male
Lion, living in Hwange Game
Reserve, in Zimbabwe who was
lured away from the sanctuary of the park and killed by
an illegal party of big game
hunters July 1, 2015, according to Zimbabwean government
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officials. The hunter who
killed the lion was identified by conservation groups
as an American dentist from
Minneapolis.

Thirteen year-old Cecil’s death
was of concern more than most
due to his being one of many
Lions being studied by an
Oxford University scientific
group, and through their reporting had become somewhat
famous. Upon his death, news
of his demise shot round the
globe through endless channels
of digital media and was soon
filling mainstream nightly news
stories far and wide.
Of course his death was a great
tragedy, but in truth, thousands
of Lions are killed in trophy
hunts around the world every
year. Most are captive born
and raised and are then shot as
soon as they’ve matured just
enough to have a fluffy mane
worth killing for.
So why then was Cecil’s demise so important? Through
his unjust and gruesome death,
the world was exposed to the
world of canned hunts and illegal poaching – which in turn
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brought the plight of African
Lions to the forefront!

Over the past three decades,
the number of African Lions
has declined by more than 50%
as a result of retaliatory killings, loss of habitat and prey
species, over-exploitation by
recreational trophy hunters and
commercial trade, disease, and
other human-caused and natural
factors.

Today, experts believe there are
fewer than 20,000 Lions remaining, living in a fragmented
8% of their historic natural
range. Due to the dire situation
facing the African Lion,
both Australia and France
banned the import of Lion
trophies this year.
Despite the significant
and continued declines in
population and range, the
number of Lion trophies
imported to the U.S. is
increasing. In 2014, trophy imports to the U.S.
were greater than any
other year in the preceding decade and more than
twice the number it was
in 2005.

PHOTOGRAPH BY PAULA FRENCH
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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REMEMBERING CECIL CONT’D...
With hundreds of millions of
people now talking about Cecil
and trophy hunting, an amazing
amount of progress has been
made in a very short amount
of time. Gains in monitoring the industry as a whole, to
certain bans on trophies being
flown into the United States
by airlines were just some of
the very positive outcomes that
transpired after his death.
Even the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service was able to gain needed support to implement changes in the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) that would classify
certain sub species of Lions as
endangered, and allow others
to be reclassified as threatened
– thereby providing greater
protection to the species as a
whole.
In the long run, Cecil’s death
became a lightning rod that

created real change, and will
continue to bring added focus
on an industry that has been
long overlooked. Sadly, past
annual celebrations of World
Lion Day typically generated
tiny gatherings at state capitals
or at other demonstration sites
where concerned citizens were
trying to gain more attention
for their plight.
Our hope now is that significant numbers of people have
become fully-educated and
fired up over the ruthless and
unnecessary killings that take
place daily in Africa and even
here in the United States in
states like Texas. The key is
to make sure more tangible
changes continue to take place,
such as laws being passed that
would ban killing animals in
canned hunts altogether... and
regulations being established
that prevent all unnecessary

breeding among captive wildlife species.
In order for meaningful answers like these to be put into
place, we need to be willing to
maintain our focused energy
while the wheels of progress
turn at their typically slow rate.
We can’t forget how important
this topic is once we’ve seen
a few positive results like the
airline ban or the change in
protected status, as those were
only a portion of what is needed to resolve such a gigantic
problem.

Continuing the push
for an end to captive breeding and
the abolishment of
canned hunts should
remain a top priority
for anyone that cares
about Lions or any
other captive wildlife, as they remain in
serious jeopardy on
a daily basis and will
surely meet the same
grisly death that Cecil
suffered without our
help.

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRENT STAPELKAMP
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To help perpetuate the urgency
and need for change, we all
need to speak our mind to politicians and government agencies in order to let them know
how important this subject
is. And the next time an opportunity like World Lion Day,
or World Animal Day comes
along, we all need to take the
time to participate.
One of the Sanctuary’s most
avid supporters recently decided to step forward and create a bronze plaque in Cecil’s
memory so there would be a
lasting tribute honoring his
life. This compassionate supporter felt Cecil had not died
in vain and that his contribution toward changing the terrible practice of canned hunts
was truly significant. Her
contribution stands proudly
inside the Sanctuary’s Bolivian
Lion House where every visitor will have the opportunity
to see it and appreciate as well
as reflect on the gravity of his
demise.

Thankfully, the 64 African
Lions living at the Sanctuary
today never had to suffer the
agony of having an arrow
plunge through their body, nor
did they have to live through
being injured and tracked for
two days straight before finally
being shot and beheaded. Yet,
sadly, that was Cecil’s fate, and
that of so many other Lions
in Africa and it’s done for no
other reason than to gratify
some big game hunter’s ego.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service spent 4 years studying
the concept of managing Lion
populations through licensed
hunting and found that very
few, if any, countries that have
big game hunting employed
as a wildlife management tool
were doing so in a positive way
so the outcome was actually
beneficial and in favor of the
species at hand. As a result, in
December 2015, they made sure
that both subspecies of Lions

are now fully protected from
being illegally imported as trophies through the Endangered
Species Act.
This is a positive step in the
right direction as far as hunting goes, and it will help guide
many other countries as they
look into their own need for
bans on trophies. Yet, with so
many positive changes in the
Endangered Species Act... there
is also a downside that could
hurt Lions in certain cases
where we are called upon to
help.
Unfortunately, the same snag
in the ESA that created a challenge for us relating to saving
Tigers on an international basis, will now apply to rescuing
Lions as well. With all Lions
now being classified into just
two subspecies and the Fish
& Wildlife Service mandating
both sets have import permits
(if they are going to be rescued
from anywhere outside the US)
there’s no doubt we will face

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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some serious difficulties when trying to save
lives.
The added cost and
time delays related to
obtaining import permits for endangered or
threatened species like
Lions, Tigers, Leopards
and Jaguars will likely
prevent certain rescues
from taking place. And
with most rescues being
urgent in nature due to
abuse, neglect or having serious medical
issues - and the formal
import process taking
upwards of half a year
or longer - the prospect
of being able to save
animals that are barely hanging
on will be severely diminished.
Of course we hope to work
with Fish & Wildlife officials
on an ongoing basis to try to
streamline the process and not
let bureaucratic red tape or excessive costs hinder our ability
to help animals that are imprisoned and suffering in terrible
situations. And with the new
requirements having just gone
into effect, it will take a little
time to sort out any hindrances
that may come along as excess
baggage.
Yet whatever the outcome
is for the work we do on an
international basis, we do applaud the positive advances
that have come about due to
one precious Lion’s passing.
Cecil will never know the
18

future, and the future
of this planet, so we all
need to do whatever we
can to help advance this
effort. Standing idle
does nothing to help alleviate pain and suffering or a needless death,
so we ask you to join us
as we continue to do our
work in saving lives.

importance that is now forever
tied to his existence, and how
his amazing life as a wild Lion
living on the open grasslands
of Africa became a world-wide
phenomenon.
With great solemnity we will
always remember his gift to the
thousands of Lions that still
remain alive and in the wild, as
well to the millions of people
that now understand the gravity of canned and illegal hunts.
We want to thank our alwayssurprising and ever-so-generous supporter who chose to
honor Cecil with her wonderful
bronze memorial, and we look
forward to all of our visitors
having an opportunity to see
and appreciate it in person!
Saving animals whether they
are living in the wild or in
captivity is important to our
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With the help of many,
we have made a true and
meaningful difference
in the lives of more than
400+ animals living here
today, and for hundreds
more that lived out their
lives in comfort and
peace before passing
on. There will always be
people who disregard animals
and think of them as nothing
more than objects put on this
earth to be used, abused and
killed at will, but we have the
ability to change that attitude
and help educate those who
know nothing about that kind
of behavior.
Thank you for caring enough
to want to help and for being
so kind to animals. Knowing
animals and seeing the value
of their life and existence is a
wonderful trait to have, and we
feel extremely blessed to have
your support. For Cecil and all
of the Lions that have blessed
this earth with their magnificent presence, we thank you for
inspiring us to live and campaign on your behalf!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Diana
Hornick

Liz
Sanchez

What City do you live in? ~Denver

What City do you live in? ~Castle Rock

Where do you work? ~Arapahoe Community
College

Where do you work? ~Intrawest - We own
and manage ski resorts in the US and Canada.

What pets do you have? ~None at the
moment

What pets do you have? ~Chihuahuas - they
are the love of our lives

What is your favorite color? ~green

What is your favorite color? ~Pink

What made you decide to volunteer at
the Sanctuary? ~I visited once and had to
spend more time there. I’m a huge animal advocate and wanted to do more on the activist side,
helping and doing hands-on activities. I knew I’d
be volunteering there within a year’s time.

What made you decide to volunteer at
the Sanctuary? ~I decided to volunteer at the
Sanctuary because I wanted to make a difference
in the lives of animals that have been mistreated.
I love to tell people the stories of the animals
that have come to call the Sanctuary their home
so volunteering gives me a chance to talk to
folks on the walkway. I love working with others
that have the same feelings as I do about these
beautiful animals.

What is your favorite volunteer task?
~Favorite: I got to feed the wolves once and am
in love with them all (they’re my favorite animal), but a close second is feeding the alpacas,
horses, and Mo.
What is your favorite thing about volunteering? ~My favorite thing about volunteering
at TWAS is knowing that I am “doing” something
to help animals in this crazy world.
How often do you volunteer? ~I come out 2
to 4 times a month, half days and full days.

What is your favorite volunteer task?
~Since I love to cook then I would have to say
preparing the food to feed the animals. I equally
enjoy feeding them as well. I also love sharing
the stories of our animals to the guests.
What is your favorite thing about volunteering? ~Feeling like I am making a difference in the lives of the animals that live at the
Sanctuary.
How often do you volunteer? ~2 times a
month (I wish I could do more but I live so far
away)

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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MEXICAN
ANIMALS
THRIVING IN
NEW HOME...

I

n our Winter 2015
Newsletter we gave readers an initial reporting on a
batch of animals being rescued
from Mexico, and how they
had just arrived via military
transport. Different species
such as African Lions, Coyote,
Mountain Lions, Lynx and
Bobcats were on board, and all
made the trip successfully arriving at Denver International
Airport (DIA).
However, the planes that had
been generously donated by
the Mexican Government

were only half full when they
arrived, as many of the animals waiting to be rescued in
Mexico were endangered species and obtaining the necessary permits to gain their entry
into the United States hadn’t
gone as smoothly as planned.
Their official paperwork met
a snag when the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service experienced
an internal communication
error, and vital information
failed to reach the desk of the
person processing their specific
permits.
This resulted in the threatened
and non-threatened species being able to make the original
flight while the endangered
animals remained behind waiting patiently. It wasn’t the best
scenario for everyone involved,
but there wasn’t much choice
except to wait for the missing

papers to arrive and then
schedule a second rescue flight
to Denver.
Meanwhile, the animals that
had made the initial journey to
Colorado are now beginning
to show signs of improvement.
Having arrived with noticeably-dull and brittle coats,
malnourished and underdeveloped bodies, and debilitating
injuries, we had our work cut
out for us.
Of course we are used to seeing
signs of neglect in all the animals we rescue, but these were
exceptional cases that demonstrated what poor nutrition and
severe physical torture can do
to otherwise healthy animals.
It was difficult to observe the
different groups of animals in
the beginning due to their lack
of energy and the inability to

Can Can & Pulga
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walk – at least for the Coyote
who had suffered the most
physical abuse.
All are now beginning to
display discernible improvements in muscle tone, energy
and through the vibrant colors
that are beginning to overtake
severely-depleted portions of
their coats. With the African
Lions being the most malnourished of the bunch, their recovery has been astonishing!
“Jupiter” was one of two
African Lion males that made
the trip to Colorado and was
definitely one that stood out
among all others as being significantly behind in both physical and mental development.
He was so thin and small in
stature that it was nearly impossible to tell him apart from
the dainty girls that had come
as well.

made it abundantly clear to
our staff that he appreciated
our concern and attention. He
was the first of all the Lions to
come up to his new caretakers
and rub on the fence, and was
quite vocal when responding to
our reassuring praise.
The girls had their own shortcomings as well, but were less
distinct when compared to
the boys’, so most of the staff
kept their eyes on Jupiter for
the first telltale signs of improvement. And sure enough,
given time to heal and endless

amounts of a top-quality diet,
Jupiter and his newly-formed
pride consisting of five girlfriends were able to recover!
The initial signs came in the
form of muscle mass, which
developed over the first month
or so while the pride spent
hours upon hours exploring
their new large acreage habitat. Then their coats began to
lose the dull and dry look that
had persisted in giving us the
impression we were looking at
black & white photographs of
lions.

He had no sign of a mane, nor
was he more muscular than the
girls, and his demeanor was
definitely unlike an adolescent
male when it came to having
any confidence whatsoever. He
was still intact reproductively
speaking, so it was obvious
the lack of proper nutrition in
his previous accommodations
had inhibited his body’s ability
to develop the male attributes
normally taken for granted.
Yet, despite the absence of a
manly appearance, Jupiter was
definitely a sweetheart and

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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MEXICO RESCUE UPDATE CONT’D...
A light sheen began to emerge
as nutrient-rich oils bathed
the newly-generated gold and
bronze pigments within their
hair. Finally, we were starting to see the Lions that had
been trapped inside a seemingly false shell, and witnessing these beautiful creatures
in a burgeoning-color brought
smiles to our faces.
Jupiter was now beginning to
look like a young and powerful male, as was “Zimba”, the
other male who had also arrived aboard the military cargo
jet. Although it had taken a
few months for them to recover
to a certain degree, it was great
to see they were now looking
like they should, and the prognosis was good that none of the
animals would suffer any longterm damage.

one another, and their childlike antics started to become
evident in nearly all aspects of
their daily life.
Harassing each other and the
boys was now commonplace,
and the look on their faces told
the story far better than we
could ever put into words. The
joy of having a totally new life
where they could run, play and
be free, while also eating like
kings and being showered with
love and attention was everything they could ever want.
To see them today, one would
never imagine these are the
same Lions that recently arrived with so many other diminished souls. To know that
all of the animals, including

Their spirits began to soar as
the endless energy derived
from proper nutrition pulsed
through their veins, and the
girls seemed to want to take
full advantage of their newfound strength. Each took
every opportunity to play with

Jupiter
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Can Can the Coyote and the
other smaller cats have been
able to turn their lives around
to a point where they can now
live without hunger, without
physical abuse, and free from
fear itself, is amazing!
And we will continue to provide the best life possible for
these beautiful creatures while
also preparing for the arrival
of the others within the next
few weeks. In fact, by the time
this newsletter reaches you, the
nine endangered animals that
had to wait in Mexico will have
arrived in Colorado.

Thanks to the Fish & Wildlife
Service’s efforts, the special
permits were issued over the
Holiday season and we have
been working with the Mexican
Government and our colleagues
in Pachuca, Mexico to get the
final airlift scheduled. The six
Tigers, two Jaguars and one
Leopard will be arriving the

second week of February, and
we will begin the process of
healing all over again.
We know this group desperately needs the same love and
attention as the first, and we
openly embrace the challenge
to make a difference in their
lives as well. We hope you

will join us in supporting these
efforts and possibly consider
adopting one of the animals
from the initial load, or even
the second, as they all need
your help as well.
Adoptions are a great way
to make an impact for a specific animal, and for those of
you that already have adopted
animals, you understand how
great it is to know your support
is making a difference in their
lives! To adopt, or to have
questions answered, you can
visit our web site or call and
speak to one of the staff.

Regardless of the way
you choose to support the
animals, we are forever
grateful for everything
you do and want you to
know how deeply-touched
we are when we receive
your generous donations!

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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IRCLE OF LIFE
Luncheon

S

ne of the great things
about a non-profit being around for over 36
years is that its supporters get
to see the organization change
and grow. Likewise, members
of the organization get to see
its supporters change and grow,
too.
After all, 36 years will see
teenagers become middle-aged
adults while older people begin
to reach their senior years.
Naturally, that much time also
brings about changes in how
a person supports an organization. Maybe in the early
1980’s someone could only afford $10 every once in a while,
but in 2016 that same person
is consulting an attorney about
their estate planning or other
planned giving options.
Such is the case with The Wild
Animal Sanctuary. Some of
our most loved and respected
supporters are those who belong to our Circle of Life
Society. That is, those people
who have informed us that The
Wild Animal Sanctuary and the
care of its animals is included
in their estate planning or will.

Members of the Circle of
Life Society were honored
at an inaugural luncheon last
April and it was such a resounding success that the
second annual Circle of Life
Society luncheon is planned
for April 23, 2016 at 11:30
a.m. Last year members of
the Society enjoyed a great
lunch, were brought up-to-date
on Sanctuary happenings by
Executive Director, Pat Craig,
and then received a tour of
habitats not normally seen by
the public.

The enjoyment of last year’s
luncheon seemed to exceed
everybody’s expectations. This
is one of the reasons we cannot
wait to again be able to honor
our supporters who are taking
that extra step to help ensure
the Sanctuary will be rescuing
animals for as long as it is necessary. Such pre-planning is
both a great personal legacy as
well as a gift to our animals!
As April 23rd draws nearer,
Circle of Life Society members
will be receiving an invitation

with more specific information. If you have not received
an invitation by March 23rd,
or if you are not a member
but believe you should be,
please give our Development
Office a call to confirm that
the Sanctuary is a part of your
estate planning so you can be
sure to attend. You will be
glad you did.

The amount and the manner
one gives to a charitable cause
is typically a very personal
decision. For many supporters of the Sanctuary adopting
an animal, making a monthly
pledge, donating through work
or making an annual donation
are how they opt to support our
animals.
One other possibility we ask
our supporters to consider,
especially in light of our Circle
of Life Society luncheon, is
looking into Planned Giving
options as a part of their overall estate planning process.
Such gifts allow one’s generosity to extend well into the future—effectively extending the
lifetime of giving that preceded
the gift. Both our current residents and future residents thank
you for so generously thinking
about them!

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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Summer Safari Dinners
Return With New Format...

W

ith only a few ways
for people to become
more involved with
the Sanctuary other than visiting and seeing the Sanctuary
via our Mile Into The Wild
Walkway, or possibly interacting with our friendly volunteers
and staff when we attend Fairs,
Rallies, Store Promotions or
other off-site events... it’s

become even more important
that we continue our highlysuccessful Summer Safari
Dinners.
With that in mind, we have
decided to make some changes
that we feel will allow more
people to enjoy these wonderful and fun-filled dinners.
Instead of having eight separate dinners all summer long,

Shaq

28

the wild animal sanctuary

we felt it would be a definite
improvement to focus more
on the temperate times of year
such as spring and fall, rather
than having some of the events
be taking place during the hottest months of the year (July &
August).
Our new schedule will also
benefit from the multitude
of new amenities that will be

available in the Sanctuary’s
new Welcome Center – which
will be open and in operation
by May. With 48,000 sq. ft. of
space inside and having multiple decks, mezzanines and
other unique common areas
inside, the new building will
be the perfect place to hold this
year’s Summer Safari events!
Other considerations include
continuing our wonderful relationship with the University of
Northern Colorado (UNC) and
their amazing culinary operation which has been providing
the catering for these great
events for the past 3 years.
UNC’s catering service had
specific dates they were available to help this year, and with
two of the dinners being held
in the spring, and one in the
fall, so it was great to be able
to keep our delightful relationship going.
We hope those of you that have
attended these dinners will join
us again this year, as we go forward with this new and adventurous format. And, of course,
we hope that many of you that
haven’t had a chance to come
to the previously sold out dinners can now take advantage of
our increased capacity.
With the new Welcome Center
having so many great areas to
sit with family and friends, or
just with your partner or even
by yourself, there is a whole

new world of opportunities that
will ensure your attendance is
a stunning success! It’s exciting to say the least and we are
looking forward to this year’s
dinners more than ever!
The dates are posted for
your review, and you
can trust that each event
will be a totally new experience for every guest
that attends. The evening will still include
an opportunity to arrive
early so you can see the
entirely new area that
has been developed up
north, and then return to
the Welcome Center for
the main event – which
includes wonderful appetizers, a full selection
of drinks, and of course,
the main dinner which
is always delectable and
beyond compare!
Our Director and a cast of volunteers and staff will be joining
guests in order to provide great
conversation and endless information pertaining to our operations and other insights that
may relate to the Sanctuary,
its animals, and anything else
one may want to know. There
will also be great videos, pictures and presentations that are
always unique and entertaining,
so the entire evening will be
a wonderful and enlightening
experience.

Tickets are $150 per person, with $100 of the ticket
price being tax deductible
and able to go toward Active
Supporter status if you so
choose. There’s no better deal
out there, and this is one of the
most popular events we offer,
so don’t delay, and get your
tickets ordered online or over
the phone today!
These are semi-casual events
that everyone can enjoy and we
do offer full table corporate or
family discounts for $750 (6
people), and also provide vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free and
allergy-compliant meals as part
of our standard offerings. Just
let our staff know what allergy
may be of issue for you when
ordering tickets and we will
make sure they are covered in
certain offerings that evening.
We’re so excited to begin a
new era of dinners that we feel
will be bigger and better than
ever before, and look forward
to seeing all the wonderful
guests that choose to attend and
help the animals at the same
time!

May 14th, 2016
June 18th, 2016
October 1st, 2016

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org

29

IT’

S THE AGE OF
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AL CAMERA

The Wild Animal Sanctuary
prides itself on the quality of
pictures it takes and shares
through our newsletters and on
social media sites. Our supporters love seeing photos of
our wonderful animals enjoying their new lives. Over the
years we have no doubt spoiled
our supporters and fans because
they are wowed on an almostdaily basis by the beauty of our
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uch to the delight and
even occasional scorn
of most people, we
now live in a society dominated
by the digital camera. Long
gone are the days of taking a
roll of 35 mm film or a reel of
Super 8 film to the drugstore
and waiting days for it to be
developed and returned. With
the advent of digital photo
technology both still and video
pictures are now ubiquitous in
the lives of most people--and
animals.

So Why Doesn’t
TWAS Stream Live
Images?

residents brought to them in
high resolution vivid color.
At the same time, many animal lovers have become even
more intimately involved in the
life of wild animals through
real-time streaming web cams.
Whether it be on a privately
hosted site or a public one like
Ustream, real-time video feeds
allow visitors to see the daily
goings-on of almost any animal
imaginable.
Some of the more popular
ones feature birds of every ilk
and feather: the Bald Eagles
in Decorah, Iowa; Ospreys in
Boulder County, Colorado;
Phoebe the hummingbird in
southern California and on and
on. As a result, one question
we hear quite often is, “Has
The Wild Animal Sanctuary
ever thought about streaming
live video of our animals?”
The very short answer is “yes,
all the time”. However, bringing it to reality is not quite so
simple. As it is, because of the
size of the Sanctuary and its

the wild animal sanctuary

terrain, just moving electronic
data around between, for example, the Welcome Center and
our main computer servers located at our business office requires much more elaborate and
expensive equipment since it’s
broadcast across the Sanctuary
via microwave antennas.
And that is just to move data
around our own property... so
when we need to then pump
signals to the Internet, we have
to use additional microwave
antennas that belong to commercial providers. Unlike most
people who live in more urban
environments, the Sanctuary’s
location in rural farmland
negates having cable or fiberoptic services available.
We’re lucky to have a broadband service that specializes in
bringing the Internet to rural
customers, yet they have a limit
on the amount of data we can
transfer per month. And realtime video streaming typically
consumes lots of data!

PLANES, TRAINS &
Therefore, the main reason the Sanctuary doesn’t stream live or
recorded videos is due to technical limitations that are related
to using microwave companies. And yes, we’ve double, triple
and quadruple-checked for every possible option there may be
to circumvent this, and there just isn’t any way to make this
possible without the phone company or someone else installing
new cables in our area.
So for now, we have to be satisfied that we are at least able
to share pictures and SOME videos via sites like Facebook,
Vimeo, YouTube and others... and we will always keep our
hopes up that someday we’ll actually get hooked into a digital
service that has the bandwidth needed to host great webcams
from many or all of our natural habitats!

AUTOMOBILES...
…and boats and trucks
and RVs and snow machines and jet skis.
Pretty much anything
that moves people from
place to place can be
turned into valuable
funds to help care for
the Sanctuary’s 400+
rescued animals. If you
have any such vehicle
sitting around that is no
longer being used—running or not, consider
donating it to the Wild
Animal Sanctuary.
We accept donated
items directly, thereby
removing the middleman which ensures the
full value of the vehicle
goes towards the animals’ care.

Call us at
(303) 536-0118 or visit our
website for more information. We would love
to talk to you about your
unused vehicle!

K
THAN
YOU!

FOUNDATION MAKES MATCHING GRANT
TO ASSIST IN LAND ACQUISITION
The Wild Animal Sanctuary has
grown in size over its 36 years
of existence because generous
supporters have shared the vision of rescuing more animals
and continuing to provide them
with large acreage habitats.
With its 720 acres nearly full,
the Sanctuary is working hard
to raise the funds to acquire
additional land while it is still
available. And fortunately,
many of our supporters want
that to happen as well.

fund-raising dinner. After
seeing firsthand the work of
the Sanctuary and hearing
Executive Director, Pat Craig,
speak about the need for more
land, they too realized just
how important the Wild Open
Spaces campaign is.
Eager to help and as a challenge to other supporters, the
Altman Family Foundation
offered to match other donations dollar-for-dollar

Trustees of the Altman Family
Foundation made their first
visit to the Sanctuary in May
2015—both to take a Special
Guided Tour and to attend the
year’s first Summer Safari
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thereby potentially doubling
the Foundation’s significant
gift. As others rose to the
occasion and matched the
Foundation’s generosity, the
fund grew significantly.

By the time the holidays rolled around, the matching grant had been fulfilled and
the Altman Family Foundation was pleased to complete their very generous match.

We are very grateful to all those supporters
who took this wonderful opportunity to double
the value of their gifts, and also to the Altman
Family Foundation for creating such an amazing
challenge!
With this match complete, we will continue
to add more funds to the pot in order to reach
our goal to purchase another section of land.
With large spacious habitats consuming land
quickly (like the new one we just completed
for the Leopards), our Wild Open Spaces campaign will remain one of our top priorities for
2016. If you would like to help with acquiring
more land, please call us at (303) 536-0118 or
visit our website today to make your special
donation!

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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The Wild Animal Sanctuary Weather:
Always a Factor But No Longer a Mystery

O

ne of the most popular
weather-related sayings goes something
like this: “If you don’t like the
weather in (fill in the blank),
just wait 15 minutes”. We hear
it all the time since it almost
seems to be built into the human genome to either talk or
complain about the weather
with whomever will listen.
The reasons are myriad and
varied. Perhaps it is because
weather is a universal human
experience or because humans
have little or no control over
the weather. Whatever the reason, weather is almost always
on our mind and our tongue.
Of course, operating a sanctuary for 400+ wild animals on
720 acres requires staff members and volunteers to contend
with the weather on a 24/7,
365-day-a-year basis. Our animals live in outdoor enclosures
year-round, so there is simply
no escaping the weather when
caring for them. Not to worry.
They all have access to sheltered areas and underground
dens if they desire.
What is true for staff members
and volunteers is also true for
our supporters. If someone
wants to visit the Sanctuary
then they will have to do so
in whatever weather Mother
Nature is serving up at that
time.

Obviously no one wants to
come out in inclement weather,
so many people rightfully call
beforehand to see what it is
like out here near Keenesburg,
Colorado. Sometimes the
staff members who answer the
phones have to laugh because
of the third degree grilling
they get from potential visitors—seemingly trying to nail
down the exact date and time
the weather will be optimal
for their visit. Staff members
joke that they need a degree in
meteorology!
Likewise, many, many other
visitors come out with what
appears to be no regard for the
fickleness of Colorado weather
or that the Sanctuary is located
on the Eastern Plains. Often
people are not dressed nearly
warm enough, which saddens
the staff because the person
will not have as enjoyable visit
as is possible because of being
too cold.
Guests either forget or don’t
realize that the Sanctuary’s
weather is usually hotter than
Denver’s in the summer and
harsher (colder) than Denver’s
weather in the winter; and it’s
almost always breezier or outright windier. On top of that,
the elevated walkway averages
30 to 50 feet above the ground,
which exposes it to even more
of a breeze.

Some guests have tried to avoid
weather surprises by checking
the weather online. However,
the nearest weather is usually
reported in either Keenesburg
or Hudson, both over five miles
away. That may not seem like
a lot, but over the years staff
members have come to realize
that the Sanctuary’s temperature and wind can vary a great
deal from either small town.
So The Wild Animal Sanctuary
came up with a solution. We
now have our own Personal
Weather Station and Webcam
on Weather Underground!
We will probably also link to
Weather Bug in the future, but
as of press time their personal
weather system is offline.
Using a Davis Instrument 6357
Vantage Vue sensor suite, current conditions at the Sanctuary
are now available 24 hours a
day. On top of that, a Vivotek
camera provides webcam images on a regular basis during
daylight hours.
That’s right. Guests can now
see what the weather is doing at the Sanctuary as well as
know the current temperature,
wind, dew point, relative humidity and atmospheric pressure. Our hope is that with this
information guests will be able
to make better decisions about
what to wear and when to come
visit for the best experience
possible.

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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Here are some specifics on how to access our Personal Weather
Station on Weather Underground:
•

Online on Weather Underground (wunderground.com), our station
identifier is KCOKEENE5

•

After loading wunderground.com, type in “KCOKEENE5” in the 		
“Search Locations” box in the upper right corner.

•

This should load the Sanctuary’s current conditions as well as
a radar or webcam image. Click on “Webcam” if it is not visible.
The webcam image can be enlarged by clicking on it.

•

If you want the forecast as well as current conditions, click on the
“Forecast” link a little above the webcam image.

•

Like most websites, there are other ways to access the information along with some idiosyncrasies, so
feel free to click and explore.

•

One can also download Weather Underground’s App for iPhone and Android Smart Phones.

•

Again, you may have to spend a little time with it to customize it to your phone, but the station identifier
above remains the same.

•

Keep in mind the Sanctuary is simply feeding our information to Weather Underground’s site, so please
don’t contact us if you are having difficulty with the site itself.

•

For those who are reading this electronically, here is the exact link to our Current Condition/Webcam
page: http://www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-station/dashboard?ID=KCOKEENE5

•

Here is the exact link to the forecast page: http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/
hdfForecast?query=40.034%2C-104.566&sp=KCOKEENE5

We also have a “Live Weather” link at the bottom of our Sanctuary website pages (www.wildanimalsanctuary.org). This link will take you to a separate page that will then tie into Weather Underground.
Here is the exact link to that page:
http://www.wildanimalsanctuary.org/#!sanctuaryweather/c6os
The entire Sanctuary staff hopes this new Personal Weather
Station and Webcam will be of assistance to you or those you
know when making plans to visit. After all, weather is only bad
if you aren’t dressed and prepared for it.
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Mother’s Day
Hope

. We use this
wonderful word all the time.
The Wild Animal Sanctuary
offers new-found hope for the
animals it rescues from lives
of despair, neglect and abuse.
Most human mothers hope their
children will grow up to have
an even richer and more satisfying life than they did. A
mother gazing upon her child
or children very often feels a
sense of hope for the future.
Here at the Sanctuary we hope
the cold grip of winter begins
to loosen, just as we hope this
Mother’s Day won’t be as cold
and snowy as the last two were.
Finally, and most importantly,
we hope mothers and their
families will come and enjoy
the better part of their Mother’s
Day with us at The Wild
Animal Sanctuary!

Who can think of a better way
to spend a day than being immersed in fresh air while taking in vistas of Longs Peak and
the Front Range completely
surrounded by the wonderful
animals of the Sanctuary? As
in years past, we are inviting
mothers and their families to
join us on Mom’s special day,
May 8th.
Once again there is no cost for
mothers. For family members
it is $30 for ages 13 and over
and $15 for ages 3-12. Seniors
70 and over also incur no cost.
And of course, if someone
is an Active Supporter there
is no cost for them and up to
five of their guests. Since
these amounts just cover the

expenses of being open to
the public, we kindly ask that
guests leave some amount of
their own choosing “for the
animals” so their care is supported by one’s visit.
You can plan on either packing a picnic lunch or simply
visiting our Snack Bar for
food, drinks and other goodies.
For your convenience tables
and benches are available in
the Lion House or along the
Walkway where you can sit and
relax while you enjoy hearing
Lions roar or watching Bears
play. It’s a great and easy gift
for Mom; what more could any
of us have hoped for?

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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LEOPARDS LEAP TO

A

s most of us grow up
we become showered
with images of the
world around us through years
of schooling, watching the
nightly news, and through our
exposure to countless other
media streams. And for some,
travel adds to the saturation of
mind with even more images
that get quietly tucked away
into our mental libraries.
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The end result is certain shapes
and distinct skylines quickly
evoke thoughts of iconic places
or important structures. So
without question, with a single
glance at our new Leopard
habitat, one would easily think
of the Golden Gate Bridge.
Yes, the one with the cables
that gently arch downward
between two very distinct towers and is usually connected to
other hidden thoughts of sourdough bread, trollies, and of
course, slow-moving fogbanks.

the wild animal sanctuary

However, in this case, the
bridge happens to have green
grass as the roadway and the
pedestrians that will use it
happen to have four feet rather
than two. But in any case, our
new Leopard Sky Bridge is
definitely an iconic structure
that will provide lots of great
elevated viewing for the habitat’s inhabitants!
Of course when building new
habitats we always try to provide elevated view points for

TO HIGHER GROUND
the animals who will be living there, as we all know how
much they enjoy being able to
survey their own territory. Yet
this time we decided to give
the Leopards a deluxe structure
that would not only elevate
them, but would also provide
liberal amounts of perching
real estate.
And with most bridges being
destined to span water, we decided to create a beautiful treelined pond that would grace the

space directly under their new
viewing platform. The project
turned out to be a wonderful
success and a great space for
our Leopards to be relocated,
even though many people will
miss them being located near
the old Welcome Center.
However, the good news is
their new habitat will be a
win-win situation in the nottoo-distant future, as we will
be opening our New Welcome

Center located at the northern
end of the Sanctuary sometime this summer, and the
Leopards’ new digs are just
a stones-throw away from
there. Additionally, a newlyconstructed walkway that will
connect this Welcome Center
to our existing Mile Into The
Wild Walkway system (that
currently reaches just past the
Bolivian Lion House) will flow
along the western fence line of
the Leopard habitat, so visitors will actually end up seeing
the Leopards when they begin
the newly-modified journey
southward.

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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Other amenities for the
Leopards include acres of open
grassland, multiple underground dens, and a few convenient lockout areas that will
help with introductions of new
residents, like another rescued
Leopard that will be arriving
very soon from Mexico. Even
the underground dens which
remain a constant 60 degrees
year-round have added features which include lights,
cameras and special baffles

that help protect the tunnel
entrance from wind and snow
accumulation.
The end result is a great new
habitat for some of the most
elegant residents we have.
Their new home will be a
wonderful playground and
provide life-long enjoyment
for all our Leopards, so we
are extremely grateful to the
companies that helped provide
the materials needed to complete the project. Many, like

CAST Transportation have
been donating in-kind services
like heavy-haul trucking to the
Sanctuary for nearly 20 years...
while others Like HydroConduit, Old Castle Precast
and E&C Precast Concrete
have been generously donating
more recently.
All of their donations were
incredibly valuable, as were
the trees that Little Valley
Wholesale and Tagawa Gardens
Nurseries donated. Together,
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we were able to give the Leopards their new
dream home and we are very thankful for
everyone’s help.
When summer arrives this year, it will be
great to see the Leopards enjoying their lush
new surroundings, as well as seeing them
perched on the Sky Bridge. The big question
remains will they ever come down to eat, or
will they simply request room service and
house cleaning to come to them?
Either way, we know they will surely love
their new home and we hope you will get a
chance to come see them enjoying it too!

Oh to be a Leopard with soft silky hair

To see a Leopard leap high into the sky

A beautiful panther without a care

Brings a jealous tear to my envious eye

A sleek spotted cat is what I want to be

Oh beautiful Leopard share your grace with me tonight

For Leopards are exquisite creatures you see

So I too may become such an elegant sight

Walking with such grace as if floating on air

From high up above come to me without delay

Displaying great elegance with a pinch of cat flair

So we can live together as beautiful panthers forever and a day
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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ach year it gets harder and harder to top this
spectacular event from the preceding year...
but somehow we always pull it off. And with
last year’s Family Fun Run & Walk Event turning
into a full-blown mud-run, we would be hard pressed
to be able to replicate that again this year!
For those of you that came and participated, you
know what we are talking about, as our beautifullygroomed run/walk course went from being a hardpacked dirt track the night before the event – to becoming an ankle-deep mud track by morning! That’s
right, Mother Nature decided to dump a few inches
of rain at about 1:00 AM on the morning of the event,
so by the time people started to show up for the early
morning event, the entire on-site track was nothing
short of a giant muddy mess!
Yet, despite the completely antagonistic change in
surface tension, 99% of the registrants lined up and
demanded a chance to take on the surprisingly slippery mud-filled course. Against our advice, more
than two thousand people clawed their way from the
starting line and struggled as they disappeared into
the distance.
Yet, by the time they crossed the finish line three
miles later, the smiles and laughter emanating from
the crowds that poured across the finish line were absolutely spectacular! Everyone said they had a great
time and were very proud to say they had stuck it out
and surmounted the daunting course.
42
the
42
the wild
wild animal
animal sanctuary
sanctuary

Although we thought it was pretty amazing to see how
well everyone adapted, we wanted to make sure we
wouldn’t have any crazy surprises this year, and have
topped all of the on-site courses with road base and/
or ground asphalt. This way we can ensure there will
be a high quality track for everyone to enjoy and no
one will have to worry if it happens to rain the night
before.
Additional improvements come in the form of very
cool eye-catching Dye Sublimation shirts and hats for
all participants to enjoy... and the addition of more
great food and live entertainment!

OUR 2016 RUN & WALK INTO THE
WILD EVENT IS SURELY ONE YOU
DON’T WANT TO MISS, SO MAKE
SURE YOU SIGN UP...

TODAY!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
SATURDAY JUNE 4th, 2016
7:00 AM - “Los Lobos”
5K Competition Run (timed event)
$45 Registration
7:15 AM – “Omnivore Odyssey”
10K Competition Run (timed event)
$45 Registration

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR ALL FOUR EVENTS, AND
YOUR REGISTRATION FEES INCLUDE:
A Custom-designed Event Shirt & Hat
Scrumptious Food & Drink
Custom Participation Medal
Live Entertainment
Free admission to the Sanctuary the day of
the event

8:00 AM - “Jaguar Jaunt”
Family Fun Run/Walk (NOT a timed event)
$45 Adults Registration
Children 12 and under are FREE

SUNDAY JUNE 5th 2016
7:00 AM – “Carnivore Classic”
Half Marathon (timed event)
$85 Registration
7:15 AM – “Predator Challenge”
Full Marathon (timed event)
$100 Registration

Go To
www.RUNINTOTHEWILD.org
to learn more and register today!

Free Parking

Special Thanks to Innovative Timing
Systems for their corporate sponsorship
and in supplying world-class timing
systems for all competitive events.
FRONT

BACK

Large beautiful trophies are available for the first
three finishers in each age bracket of each competition race, so there’s plenty of amazing awards for the
serious competitor in you!
Prizes for best costumes, oldest and youngest participants, most money raised, and other fun categories
will be available too, so come join the fun!

INTERESTED
IN
BECOMING
A SPONSOR?
LEARN MORE AT...

www.RUNINTOTHEWILD.org
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
www.wildanimalsanctuary.org
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1946 County Road 53
Keenesburg, CO 80643
303-536-0118
information@wildlife-sanctuary.org
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