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Welcome Letter

Dear Praying Friends,
 
 As we inaugurate a special season of prayer for our city, we are pleased to share with you these prayer 
devotionals authored by over 30 pastors and ministry leaders across Columbus. “40 Days of Citywide Prayer” 
will begin October 5th, 2015. Each week, we’ll focus on a particular region of the city with devotionals authored 
by leadership from that region. Partnering together in prayer for Columbus, we’ll be centering our prayers on 
the topics of salvation, community, discipleship, and transformation.
 

 The city of Columbus is in desperate need of God’s intervention. Our condition is truly beyond human 
remedy. Jesus Himself often asserted that He could do nothing of His own accord (John 5:19,30; 8:28; 12:49). 
As we pray, we humbly acknowledge this truth. Looking to our Redeemer and Deliverer, the Lord God Almighty, 
we are reminded that He is the mighty warrior who saves (Zephaniah 3:17). Blessed are all who trust in Him 
(Jeremiah 17:7).

 We can take encouragement from the assurance that “the prayers of the righteous avail much.” (James 
5:16). Along with our fervent prayers, we are assured that there is tremendous power in agreement. This season 
of citywide prayer provides us the opportunity to agree in prayer with our brothers and sisters in Christ across 
Columbus. In Matthew 18:19 we read “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything 
they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” 

 On behalf of Pray for Columbus and the pastors and ministry leaders represented in this devotional, we 
invite you to pray with us for our city, for the lost, for unity in the body of Christ, for ministries that serve the 
most vulnerable, for discipleship, and for radical transformation in Columbus that can only be explained by the 
hand of God answering the humble prayers of His saints. Let us return to the Lord as Hosea writes:

 “Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge Him. As surely as the sun rises, He will 
appear; He will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.” (Hosea 6:3)

 Thirsty for Him,

 Ursula Brush and Krista Sisterhen

Pray for Columbus gratefully acknowledges Dennis Brown for his tremendous editorial support.
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Someone once asked young missionary candidate Jim Elliot why he would give up a comfortable life to 
take the Gospel to a little-known tribe in a remote corner of the world. He answered with the words of Rev-
elation 5:9— “Because God is pleased that people from every tribe and language and people and nation will 
stand before His throne.” 

Can you picture the “great multitude” that the Apostle John saw in heaven? Imagine countless people in 
all their created uniqueness, worshiping together the Lamb who was slain.

The Gospel destroys all notions of ethnic superiority. All people stand equally in need of the Savior, and 
all who come by faith are welcomed into God’s family. The Gospel demolishes every human barrier. Christ’s 
command to take the Gospel to the nations has always been our motivation for reaching beyond our own 
families, neighborhoods, cultures, and comfort zones.

Not every believer is called to the foreign mission field, but every believer has a part to play in the Great 
Commission. Some go. Others, as John Piper put it, “hold the rope” for those who do. That’s right. That’s 
biblical. 

But as we approach the Day of Christ’s Return, God is doing something new: He is bringing the nations 
to us. Students from more than 72 nations are currently enrolled at The Ohio State University. Immigrants 
from every corner of the globe have come to central Ohio to study, live, work, and raise families. Refugees 
from oppression and poverty come here in search of safety, shelter, and jobs. They need to know the love of 
God in the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

How willing are we to look past our differences to our common need? How willing are we to make 
friendships for the sake of the Gospel? If we don’t share with them the life-changing Gospel, who will? 

The alternative to evangelism is disobedience. 
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Prayer Focus:

salvation

“...You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” 

Revelation 5:9, NIV

DAY 1: October 5, 2015

Featured Contributor:

Connie Berry is a Teaching 
Leader for the international Bi-
ble-teaching ministry of Bible 
Study Fellowship. She is grate-
ful that the class she teaches 
on the north side of Columbus 
looks a little like that great 
multitude in John’s vision. 

Father, instill in us Your love for the people You created. Break down our reluctance 
to be inconvenienced. Overturn our aversion to risk-taking. Fill us with a vision of 
the white-robed multitude for which You gave Your Son. Amen.

Prayer Region:

downtown 
• Franklinton          
• Near East
• Downtown    
• King-Lincoln
• Arena District        

• Brewery District
• Merion Village 
• German Village
• Woodland Park
• Olde Town East



 The first time I had the opportunity to go rappelling was in college when a friend invited me to come 
along with him.  About the time he began to unload all of the equipment we were going to use, I realized I was 
in over my head.  
 There were the ropes.  I expected them of course. Then I saw the helmets, which I had not expected 
and immediately began wondering why we needed them. The harnesses made sense, but those things called 
carabiners (I didn’t have a clue how those worked) were a total mystery.  I admit, at this point I was seriously 
rethinking my decision about the wisdom of stepping off cliffs backwards.
 When it was my turn to go, I noticed that my blood pressure was high (no big surprise!), and my palms 
were sweaty (a deliberate understatement).  And the one thing I knew for sure was that I didn’t trust the gear I 
was wearing (included the harness even though it was gripping me ever so tightly).  
 My friend assured me that I was safe and that if I would just sit back in the harness, it would keep me 
from plummeting down the 100-foot cliff.  
 Apparently this cliff jumping thing requires some serious trust. I had shared with my friend the hopes 
and dreams that I had about life and faith. He knew about my fears and failures.  And when he told me to trust 
him, I knew I could.  And I did, because he was my friend. He knew me.  
 Making friends in the Body of Christ is equally amazing.  And it too is a matter of trust. As we partner 
with other believers around the city, we not only get to share in the exciting work of bringing Christ’s loving and 
gracious truth to our neighbors, but we also have the opportunity to expand our rich network of friends.  When 
we share our lives with other Christians, our compatriots of faith, we experience the blessing of friendship and 
trust.  We experience relationships that enrich our lives, nourish our souls, and encourage us to be better fol-
lowers of our King.  
 Every friend in the faith is an unexpected gift that deepens our experience of trust and reflects in its own 
way a fresh picture of our relationship with Christ, both his love for us and our life of trust in Him.
As we partner with others in our endeavors of faith, may we remember that sharing our lives with others and 
extending trust to them reflects the life of trust we have with God.
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Prayer Focus:

community

“Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you 
not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.” 1 Thessalonians 2:8b, NIV

DAY 2: October 6, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Jeremy Shelley is a youth pastor 
for Quest Community Church.  
For over a decade, he has been 
following a call to make fishers 
of the young men and women 
God has placed in his life.  He is 
a husband, a father, a pastor, and 
an occasional adjunct professor.  
You can follow him on Twitter @
jms419.

Heavenly Father, thank you that you created us for relationships.  As we watch the 
dance of deference between You, Your Son, and the Spirit, may we learn to share our 
lives in the same way.  Let our bond of faith join us with our brothers and sisters in 
Columbus not only in mission, but in love and support.  Let our lives reflect you, God – 
Father, Son, and Spirit.  Amen.  

Prayer Region:

downtown
• Franklinton          
• Near East
• Downtown    
• King-Lincoln
• Arena District          

• Brewery District
• Merion Village 
• German Village
• Woodland Park
• Olde Town East



 A single tile in a majestic mosaic. That is the life of a disciple, a part of the larger story of the universe, the lesser 
set into the greater, the dying branch grafted into the living vine.  Like a lost ship finding true north, his is the life of the 
lonely drifter finding his family of faith; her’s, the hopeless heart, until Jesus explains the Story on the road to Emmaus.

 This new alignment takes time and comes with a cost.  A disciple must die to a false story, including his own.  And 
there will be mistakes, even pain.

 The only thing more painful than discipleship, however, is non-discipleship. The non-disciple keeps walking into 
the walls of the moral law and the fallen world’s insufficiencies, as well as the smallness of self rather than living in the 
freedom, strength and big story of God.

 A disciple loves, but not in abstraction. He loves a Person. And his love grows both for God and other people.  “By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35, NIV).

 The New Testament Greek term for “disciple” is mathetes, meaning “student” or “learner.” Yet it means more, 
including one who follows the teachings of another, making them his rule of life and conduct. A disciple obeys his teacher, 
and as he learns how deeply the Teacher loves, reciprocal love becomes natural. 

 A Christian has placed his faith in Jesus Christ (John 1:12), been born again by the power of the Spirit (John 3:3), 
“belongs to Christ” and is being transformed into the likeness of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). A disciple experiences all this 
as well, but he is also a follower who makes other disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 A disciple counts persecution for his master a privilege.  He would rather speak and stand alone to honor the 
teacher, than fit silently into the dull, grey world. He loves people enough to speak and to act.  He leads.

 From the four gospels we see disciples of Jesus are worshipers, servants, and witnesses. To be a disciple of Jesus 
is to tell and embody the old, old story of Jesus and his love so others would know and worship him.

 As disciples we abide in the Living Vine, and the fruit is evidenced in our spirits and communities. Countless peo-
ple touched by what Jesus has done for us on the cross, and in his resurrection, passed that vitality on to the world. Their 
gifts took forms of literacy, the arts, healthcare, scientific innovation, schools, orphanages and adoptions, hope for the 
poor, the imprisoned and the lonely. 

 People and cultures die apart from Christ, but once grafted into Christ, whole branches of our culture can live 
again. May it be! 
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Prayer Focus:

discipleship

“We…are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory” 2 Corinthians 3:18, NIV
“Therefore go and make disciples” Matthew 28:19, NIV

DAY 3: October 7, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Kelly Monroe Kullberg is founder 
of The Veritas Forum in two hun-
dred secular universities (Veritas.
org). Her new project The Ameri-
ca Conservancy is a mission to ad-
vance a strategic plan for Ameri-
ca’s renewal in the 21st century.  
She is editor and co-author of the 
Boston Globe bestseller, Finding 
God at Harvard: Spiritual Jour-
neys of Christian Thinkers (IVP).  
She lives in Columbus with David 
and family. They attend Upper 
Arlington Lutheran Church. 

Father, May our lives, ever set in the great mosaic of your grace, reflect your like-
ness and passion. Renew daily our sense of reality so that the lure of this world’s 
perspective does not distort our hearts and minds. Let us face with peace and grace 
the cost of living out your story rather than our own. May we evidence life anchored 
in you to a world that is adrift. 

Prayer Region:

downtown 
• Franklinton          
• Near East
• Downtown    
• King-Lincoln
• Arena District        

• Brewery District
• Merion Village 
• German Village
• Woodland Park
• Olde Town East



 
  We have a great obligation to live our lives in an exemplary manner.  I want to encourage all Christ 
followers in Columbus to maintain the highest standards in all their business and personal lives.
             
 Here the scripture says good men and women are a public blessing.  Their advice, their example, their 
insistence on absolute honesty in all dealings, their prayers, their generosity and all their service to the public 
exalt the city, create flourishing for all inhabitants and bring honor and glory to Christ.  God empowers, by His 
Holy Spirit, the ability to serve Him in all our life roles.  If we can exalt our city why would we not do this?
            
  God said a false balance is an abomination, meaning any unjust or fraudulent practice in business is 
offensive to God, deceit in commerce is an affront to justice and wrong to our neighbor.   By the same token 
nothing is more pleasing to God than fair and honest dealing which will serve our neighbor and exalt our city.
           
 So this day, in order to honor Christ and be a blessing to the city and participate in its transformation, 
let your light so shine before men and women in the world that they will see your good works and praise and 
honor your Savior.
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Prayer Focus:

transformation

“A city is exalted by the blessing provided by the upright, 
but it is destroyed by the counsel of the wicked” 

Proverbs 11:1, NET

DAY 4: October 8, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Kelly and Thomas Mallory 
and their sons, Scott and Buck 
Mallory have been located at 
720 E. Broad Street for over 30 
years and there in the heart of 
the city have endeavored to 
exalt God and the city by ex-
cellent medical care, business 
practice and legal practice. 

Father, today let me model scrupulous business practices, honesty in all my dealings, 
kindness and mercy as needed and wisdom for all decisions.  Let me please You in all 
I say and think and do. Let me be part of the transformation of this city. Empower 
me to live today to adorn the gospel, be a blessing and exalt this city by an upright 
life.  

Prayer Region:

downtown 
• Franklinton          
• Near East
• Downtown    
• King-Lincoln
• Arena District        

• Brewery District
• Merion Village 
• German Village
• Woodland Park
• Olde Town East



Miracles. There is an often-missed truth about miracles: they are not merely supernatural, but naturally           
supernatural events. 

 Let’s look at three examples:  Naaman the leper.  Moses at the Red Sea.  A man with a withered hand.  
Now notice what these events had in common:

In 2 Kings 5:10, Naaman is instructed to “go and wash in the Jordan seven times,…and you shall be clean.
In Exodus 14:16, Moses in instructed to “lift up your rod, stretch out your hand…And the children of Israel 

shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.”
In Mark 3:3, the man with the withered hand was instructed to “step forward” and “stretch out your 

hand.”
 Clearly these were miracles. Something supernatural took place.  God was at work.  But there is more. 

They happened when the readiness of God was met with the responsiveness of each of these men.   
 The same is true for you and me as well.
 The Bible doesn’t give us many snapshots of people sitting by idly waiting to figure out what to do next.  

Rather, most of the scripture is a record of activity.  In his gospel record, Mark is noted for his use of the term 
“immediately.” In light of how quickly things took place, it was the best transitional word Mark could choose.

 When God speaks, what happens is limited only by the activity or inactivity of the one who is to act. 
It sounds pious to say “It’s all God,” but that is misdirected.  God’s requires our personal participation.  Too 
often those words are an excuse for our inactivity.  It’s not “all up to God.” We have a part as well.  

 Timing is clearly an issue.  There are times to wait and times to act.  We always need to ask, “What is 
God saying?” but once we know, that is no longer the question.  Rather, the issue becomes “Will you now act?” 
Look at Moses. He was leading a multitude through the wilderness. At one point he had the uncrossable Red 
Sea in front of him, the thundering army of Pharaoh behind, and a whole lot of whining, complaining people 
all around him.

Notice what God says in Exodus 14:15:   “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.”
Are you waiting on God? Or is God waiting on you?
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Prayer Focus:

miracles

 “Step Forward” 
Mark 3:3, NIV

DAY 5: October 9, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Dr. Rich Halcombe is the di-
rector of a network of 119 
churches, primarily in central 
Ohio. Sixty-three of those are 
new in the last eleven years. 
His life mission is to be an ex-
cellent, continually develop-
ing, God-honoring leader who 
creates and facilitates oppor-
tunities for leaders, churches 
and communities to better 
themselves. 

Father, raise up an army of ready hearts and hands.  Let your people not only hear 
and understand what you are doing, but give them a renewed eagerness to act at the 
impulse of your love.  Help us to be your agents of power and grace.

Prayer Region:

downtown 
• Franklinton          
• Near East
• Downtown    
• King-Lincoln
• Arena District        

• Brewery District
• Merion Village 
• German Village
• Woodland Park
• Olde Town East



 
 Salvation.

 As free and inclusive as it is, salvation is still most of all a truly personal word!  Salvation, free for who-
ever will ask for it, is a term that is measured best by the transformational impact it has on each individual’s 
life.  To be salvaged is to be delivered from ruin, loss and ultimately destruction.

 Each believer’s life is a saga of tests, trials, disappointments, uncertainty and frustrations. But what 
sustains each of us the most is the powerful and personal nature of salvation.  

Nothing can retract or refute the fact that your salvation is a done deal.  Your ransom has been paid, 
and atonement has been provided through the shed blood of our precious Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  It 
is accomplished. Settled. And no matter what life brings, each believer can face each day with the certainty 
and confidence that comes from the personal touch of transformation.

 Social and media influences characterize religious beliefs as speculative at best, ideas open for de-
bate, doubt and most of all broad enough to include any version of “truth” one prefers to believe.  But in its 
vast inclusiveness, the term “salvation” is often conspicuously missing. The personal nature of faith in Jesus 
Christ is simply not trendy enough.

 It’s such a simple message, but it’s one that with the dawn of every new day anchors us as believers. 
The mercy of the Lord is the only reason we are not consumed.  Instead we are assured that His compassion 
fails not, but is new every morning.  And the scripture declares “GREAT IS HIS FAITHFULNESS” (Lamentations 
3:22).

 You can rest assured that He who promised is faithful. Whatever does or does not happen today, 
thank God for His precious promise of salvation through your faith in Jesus Christ.
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Prayer Focus:

salvation

“Whom having not seen, you love; in whom, though now you see Him not, 
yet believing, you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Receiving 

the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” 
1 Peter 1:8-9, NIV

DAY 8: October 12, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Art Gray is known for his years 
leading The High Praise Compa-
ny, a traveling Gospel choir.  He 
established High Praise Interna-
tional Fellowship in 2005 and 
led it through the merger with 
Meadowbrook Christian Fellow-
ship to form Linden Life Fellow-
ship in February 2014.  A native 
of Bronx, NY, he has lived in Co-
lumbus most of his life with his 
wife of 31 years, three children 
and two grandchildren.

Heavenly Father, thank you for every provision I can access through your Word. As I 
give you this day, let your Spirit remind me that I can celebrate the end of my faith 
right now. No matter what happens, your shed blood, provides my salvation and 
hope of seeing you one day. Allow your joy to overflow in me and give me strength 
in the midst of my challenges. In Jesus Name,  Amen.

Prayer Region:

northeast 
• Worthington        
• Westerville
• Linden    
• Gahanna
• Somerset        

• New Albany
• Minerva Park 
• Huber Ridge
• Northland
• North Linden



 I was fortunate and blessed to be raised by godly parents. 
 My mother was a steadfast intercessor, and my dad was a diligent, hard worker. Together they mod-
eled for me and others what faith and action could accomplish in a family and community.  

 When I reflect back on my dad’s life, I am reminded of the sacrifices he made for family and country. 
My father was born in Ohio not long after his parents immigrated to the US from Italy. As a young boy he 
found odd jobs to help his struggling family. He left high school at age 17 to join the army and fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge during WWII.

Later in life, Dad would say his goals for his children were to know the value of family, hard work, and 
hopefully to live lives that did not include the kind of hardships he had faced. His example helped each of us 
to develop a strong work ethic. 

 All seven of his children not only have succeeded in life and established their careers, but each has 
chosen a place in the community with hearts to serve others. Some have found their places in helping to 
alleviate poverty. Others, in ministering to the dying.  I serve in a ministry which helps promote the sanctity 
and value of every human life.

 My parents were pleased with their children’s accomplishments and even more for their commit-
ment to serve others. As one of their children, I know we are all grateful for our parents’ examples as well as 
their encouragement. 

 Just as Christ set an example for us, let us continue to set examples for others.  Pray for those around 
you that they may hear your words and see your actions.  Pray that your example will inspire them to do what 
Christ would want them to do. 

Let the lives we model shine with the example of Christ’s own passion for others.  Let our examples call 
those He has placed in our lives to find their own places in community.  And may they in turn become exam-
ples to others was well.
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Prayer Focus:

community

“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”
John 13:15, NIV

DAY 9: October 13, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Betty McDowell is the Director 
of Ministry Services at Heart-
beat International. She and 
her team equip and encourage 
leaders of Pregnancy Help or-
ganizations in the States and 
throughout the world. Betty 
has witnessed what God will 
do when communities pray and 
work together on important is-
sues like the sanctity of life.

Lord God, thank you for the models in our lives, for Christ first and then others 
whose examples called us to lives of service.  Birth within your people the passion 
to, in turn, live lives that inspire those around them to set aside convenience and 
comfort to model grace that transforms.

Prayer Region:

northeast
• Worthington        
• Westerville
• Linden    
• Gahanna
• Somerset         

• New Albany
• Minerva Park 
• Huber Ridge
• Northland
• North Linden



 
 Life has three big questions:  Why am I here?  Who am I?  And how should I live?
 Through the spirit of wisdom and revelation Paul received from knowing Jesus, Paul learned the se-
cret of life. 
 He wants you to know it too.
 It’s the opposite of the trap of our world system, where significance comes from identity, and identity 
from performance.  The secret of life, and the integrated answer to all three big questions, is Jesus.  And it 
starts with why, not how.  Why you live is based on what Jesus has done, not what you do – this is the hope 
of His calling.   It’s the only hope which does not disappoint.
 Your new identity resides in your calling – you are in Jesus -- God’s child.  God’s saint.  God’s inheri-
tance.   God’s “masterpiece.”  God’s Magnum Opus.  God’s labor of love. 
 When you find yourself going through the motions in your Christian life not experiencing God’s pow-
er, what’s at the root?   Often, when your mind wanders, it’s from losing vision, which comes from your heart 
getting attached to something else, which comes from putting your hope in something else, which comes 
from forgetting what you believe and more importantly, in whom.
 When you trust your own power, you stop depending on Jesus for His.  Believers are receivers.  The 
battle is to remember what you believe about why you are here, who you are, and how to live so you can 
walk in the good works He prepared beforehand with His surpassing power.
 Meeting regularly with another brother or sister in Christ to share life, study, and pray is the method 
Jesus, the apostles, and their disciples used to strengthen believers and raise up leaders.  Together, we can 
remind each other of God’s promises, not get isolated, and grow stronger.   This is the heart and soul of dis-
cipleship.
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Prayer Focus:

discipleship

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of 
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the sur-

passing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working 
of the strength of His might...” Ephesians 1:18-19, NASB

DAY 10: October 14, 2015

Featured Contributor:
John Rue spent 15 years in Cor-
porate America and 10 years as a 
full-time pastor. In 2008 he joined 
Build To Lead to help leaders be-
come stronger believers and mas-
ter connectors. He helps teams 
relate to why they live and work, 
who they are, and how to fully en-
gage with clarity and alignment in 
work and life. John and his wife, 
Connie, of 31 years have two chil-
dren, Chuck and Carly.

Jesus, YOU are the secret of life.  Thank you, even when we forget, you are faithful 
to remind me you are with me.   Help me love you with all my soul, heart, mind, and 
strength, and experience the ever-increasing clarity, alignment, significance, one-
ness, and power which comes from knowing you.   God, show me if I have been try-
ing to do this alone, and, if so, give me the humility and courage to initiate regular 
time with another.  Amen.

Prayer Region:

northeast 
• Worthington        
• Westerville
• Linden    
• Gahanna
• Somerset          

• New Albany
• Minerva Park 
• Huber Ridge
• Northland
• North Linden



 I love the city of Columbus. My wife and I moved here in 2003 to start a church that would be in-
tentionally multi-ethnic, multi-generational and multi-economic. At the time, fewer than 7% of evangelical 
churches in America were considered diverse; and in Columbus, fewer than 2%.  
 We felt called into the mission of planting a diverse church modeled after God’s plan for His Kingdom to 
be from every tribe, language, and nation (Revelation 7:9). If Christians are to be known by their love for one 
another, then why are our places of worship and relationships so segregated?
 The first thing God led us to do was to join a predominantly Caucasian church outside of I-270. Here 
we learned to see and understand God through the eyes and experiences of people who were different from 
us. We sang different tunes with different rhythms from the music in our own background. We developed new 
skills for listening and communicating, so that our voices could be better heard.
 In the process of being immersed in another culture for eight years, we were changed – we were 
transformed. We gained a more complete picture of the gospel and the love of Jesus by intentionally being 
cross-cultural. 
 Many of us want to see our neighborhoods and cities transformed by the gospel, but few of us are will-
ing to go through that transformation in our own lives. Jesus modeled the most radical cross-cultural act of all 
by setting aside his heavenly nature to take on human flesh, living among us and reconciling us to the Father 
and one another. And that ministry of reconciliation has now been passed on to us.  
 Only the transformed can offer transformation.
 As of 2015, seven percent of churches in Columbus are ethnically diverse. We are growing as a reconcil-
ing community.  And yet we have much further to go. 
 The transformation of the city must begin in us.  Developing cross-cultural relationships, both personal-
ly and corporately, must become an uncompromising commitment.  As God’s people we must become willing 
to sacrifice the familiar if the Church is to affect transformation in our communities.  

 For the sake of seeing others experience this good news of reconciliation, what is God calling you to 
set aside? 
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“Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 
2 Corinthians 5:18, ESV

DAY 11: October 15, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Rich Johnson is the founding 
pastor of Sanctuary Columbus 
Church established in 2011. He 
has a passion for racial reconcil-
iation and advocates for works of 
justice.  While his current focus is 
predominately on Northland and 
North Linden neighborhoods, 
Rich possess a true fervor for 
transformational relationships in 
the Body of Christ throughout all 
of Greater Columbus. 

Jesus, we are your ambassadors of reconciliation. Open our ears to listen with respect 
and understanding. Touch our lips that we may speak your words of peace and forgive-
ness. Repair our hearts to bring wholeness to the broken and dissolve the barriers of 
division. Guide the work of your church to reflect the mission of reconciliation where 
we can grow together as one Body.

Prayer Region:

northeast 
• Worthington        
• Westerville
• Linden    
• Gahanna
• Somerset           

• New Albany
• Minerva Park 
• Huber Ridge
• Northland
• North Linden



 Many, even those of us in the Church, seem to be hanging on day by day by little more than a thread – 
often thin, frayed, and ready to break.
 One significant reason is that much of our lives remain disconnected.  
 We are certainly disconnected from those around us. With all that is going on in our communities and 
neighborhoods, it is becoming more and more difficult to connect with our neighbors. People’s lives are be-
coming fragmented, frustrated; and for some, fearful. Because of the busyness of life, neighbors simply are not 
communicating.  It’s difficult even to know our neighbors’ names.  These are people who desperately need to 
discover the presence of Christ, yet our distance from them makes it difficult even to pray for our neighbors. 
 It’s time for us to slow down, pay attention to our surroundings, and ask God to reveal to us how to pray 
and intercede on behalf of others. In our culture today the intentional prayer of the believers is absolutely criti-
cal if we are to see any real change in our communities.  
 We can easily become disconnected from God as well.
 We are focused on what may happen to our homes, our children, our finances and even our marriages. 
It is easy to get distracted and miss that God is already at work, revealing His plan in our lives. 
 Many believers have the desire to go deeper in their prayer life but are unsure how to connect with God’s 
heart.  And God is saying to us, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own understanding.”
 In any of life’s situations, it is easy to say, “God, thy will be done.” But, it is something totally different to 
actually mean it. Speaking personally, prayer truly sustains me as I go through life. 

 Let me share a transparent moment. Several years ago I prayed “Thy will be done” for the first time in my 
life.  And actually meant it! I had nowhere else to turn and no one else to whom I could go. It was time to “pray 
and believe God.” Did my situation turn around quickly? No. 

 But it was the relationship I developed with Christ through prayer and fasting that made all the differ-
ence in my life. And I have continued learning to trust in the Lord and not to lean on my own understanding. 

 I pray that you will trust Jesus and take time to pray, “Thy will be done.”  And mean it. 
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trust

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” 
Proverbs 3:5, NIV 

DAY 12: October 16, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Gail Dudley is an ordained minister 
and part of The Church at North 
Pointe. She is CEO and Publisher of 
READY magazine, a quarterly na-
tional publication with readership 
in 17 countries. She is the author 
of seven books and has served as a 
conference speaker in Canada, En-
gland, South Africa, and Zimbabwe. 
She and her husband Dr. Kevin 
Dudley have two children, Alexan-
der and Dominiq.

Father, we come before You with boldness and under the authority of Jesus. We love 
you and ask that you to reign upon and within our lives.  Help us to slow down and 
enjoy all You have for us. Send Your ministering angels to stand guard and protect 
our city, our communities. Open our ears and hearts to You. We pray that You would 
reveal Your will to us.

Prayer Region:

northeast
• Worthington        
• Westerville
• Linden    
• Gahanna
• Somerset        

• New Albany
• Minerva Park 
• Huber Ridge
• Northland
• North Linden



 I was always that kid who just didn’t listen very well.  It didn’t make any difference if it was my teacher, 
the preacher, a bus driver, or even my mom.
 When I was eight years old, my brother and sister and I came home from school one day and found my 
mom in tears.  We crowded onto the couch with her to find out what was going on.  She told us that my best 
friend David had been killed in a fire.   
 That is a moment I will never forget.
 She went on to explain that David’s parents had bought bicycles for the family, four brand new bikes, 
all in big boxes.  After they had enjoyed the day riding, David’s dad was taking time to burn the boxes.  He 
doused them with gasoline and then went into the house for just a minute.  
 He did not know that David had crawled into one of the gas-soaked boxes while he was in the house, 
and tragically when the box caught fire, David died.
 With tears running down her cheeks, mom grabbed us in her arms and pleaded with us, “Listen to me.  
I love you more than anything.  Please don’t play with fire.  It’s bad!  Listen to me!”
 You would think I would have gotten the message, but I didn’t. Two months later my brother and I found 
some lighter fluid and matches and did a very foolish thing. We sprayed the basement floor with the lighter 
fluid and lit it. My mother smelled the smoke and came running down the stairs.  There we were, two foolish 
sons, playing with fire.
 She wrapped her arms around us, and again we heard the same words as before:   “I love you.  Please 
listen to me.  Don’t play with fire.  I love you!”  I have been blessed with an amazing mom, one who loves me 
more than I can ever comprehend. I have finally figured it out. For my own good, I must listen. 
 Our failure to listen to God is playing with fire.   When we refuse to be obedient to His Word, we miss 
out on God, on His purpose and His blessings for our lives.
 He’s calling us through His loving words, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me, I give them eternal life.”
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salvation

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish…” 

John 10:27-28 NIV

DAY 15: October 19, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Steve Combs is the Lead Pastor 
of Leave A Mark Church.  He has 
a heart for the community and 
the city. His passion is to reach 
the unchurched.  He is a frequent 
speaker at events throughout the 
country, sharing his message that 
“all people matter to God.” With 
the motto “No Perfect People Al-
lowed,” Steve wants everyone to 
feel valued and welcome at Leave 
A Mark Church. 

Father, prompt us as your Church to have attentive hearts to hear what you are say-
ing to us. And let us find new vigor to act at the impulse of your love. Birth within us 
a fresh and pressing passion for a community and a city beyond our walls who are 
in need of grace and truth.

Prayer Region:

southwest 
• Valleyview          
• Hilltop
• Lincoln Village    
• Galloway
• Urbancrest  

• Grove City
• Willow Creek 
• New Rome
• Greenleaf
• Westgate



 “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of 
Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots 
of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful 
to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. I have declared to both Jews and Greeks 
that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.” Acts 20:18-21, NIV

 Unfortunately, American Christians have adopted many of our culture’s values. One of our most 
prevalent cultural values is convenience. Since the seeker movement of the 80s and 90s, where churches 
attempted to give Jesus an extreme makeover and have hip worship services, what’s often been communi-
cated from our congregations is a blend of consumerism and self-help.
 Deep down we know these messages are anti-Christian. We don’t help ourselves apart from
Jesus and the local church. Consumerism is opposite to the sacrificial love of Christ. Here are
some of examples of comments by people motivated by convenience:

 “I’m shopping for a good church to attend.”
 “I will only go to a church that has an excellent kids program.”
 “I attended ________ for some time but felt like I wasn’t getting fed.”
 “The music has to be really good!”

 These phrases are too common amongst church-goers and they are grounded in the American val-
ue of convenience. As adopted sons and daughters of God, we should be motivated by conviction and not 
convenience. Do we really believe it was convenient for Jesus to die on a cross? Was it convenient for Paul 
to serve local churches at the expense of his own life? Until we throw away convenience and live from our 
Christian convictions we will never go to the difficult, inconvenient places where Jesus is calling us.
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“...I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the 
midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents..” Acts 20:19, NIV

DAY 16: October 20, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Wes Thompson is the lead 
pastor at Veritas West, a con-
gregation of Veritas Communi-
ty Church. Wes also serves at 
Refuge Ministries, which helps 
men struggling with addic-
tion. Wes lives in Columbus, 
Ohio with his wife, Amber, and 
daughter Stella.

Jesus, thank you for Your grace. You love us despite our disordered hearts. Help us to 
live as a convictional community. Where are you calling us to go and to live? Lead us 
wherever you desire, to the poor, to the urban neighborhoods, to people who have 
never heard your name! Give us the courage to commit to a local church and to do 
the work of gospel ministry. Amen.

Prayer Region:

southwest
• Valleyview          
• Hilltop
• Lincoln Village    
• Galloway
• Urbancrest  

• Grove City
• Willow Creek 
• New Rome
• Greenleaf
• Westgate



 “Are you having a bad day, Mom?”
 As I arrived home from work and walked into the kitchen, I heard my son speaking to my wife. I 

thought to myself, “Well done, Son. Way to be sensitive.” 
 Then I heard the rest of the story. 
 My son had cleaned his room, and he apparently had invented a shortcut.  All his clothes – clean and 

dirty – had gone into the laundry, and my wife (less than enthusiastic) was providing him with a timely if not 
remedial lesson in laundry, a kind of practical discipling moment. 

 Discipling our kids is truly an important part of our role as a parent.  Later when we had time to reflect 
on the day, my wife reminisced that my son had been my disciple his whole life.  Every day he watches me, 
trying to do what I do and say what I say, often good and sometimes not so good.  He was always imitating 
me. I wonder where he learned how to shift the focus and skirt the blame.

 Paul made use of the parent model in 1 Corinthians 4:15-17:
 “Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Je-
sus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I have 
sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of 
life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.”
 As a follower of Christ, you have people who are watching. What do they see? A life worth imitating? 

A life that draws people closer to the Lord? 
 One of the key aspects of discipleship is walking together.  That relationship must always be an invi-

tation for those on the journey with us to imitate us as we walk with Christ. Our speech, mannerisms, habits, 
our choices – all are patterns they will copy. 

 Paul calls on the church of Corinth to imitate him as children imitate their parents in preference to all 
others. He lived for God and eternity, and he says, “Follow and imitate me, as I follow and imitate Christ.” 

 Will you join Paul and live a life that can be imitated? 
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“Therefore I urge you to imitate me.” 
1 Corinthians 4:16, NIV

DAY 17: October 21, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Joe Valentino is the Executive 
Director for Ministry at Upper 
Arlington Lutheran Church.  
He has been a part of the staff 
of UALC in a variety of roles for 
the last 40 years.  Joe and his 
wife Peggy have two children, 
Josh and Tori.

Lord draw us more and more to yourself. Fill us with your spirit so that the people 
who are following us will see you more clearly and choose to follow you. Through 
your power may we live a life worth imitating.

Prayer Region:

southwest 
• Valleyview          
• Hilltop
• Lincoln Village    
• Galloway
• Urbancrest  

• Grove City
• Willow Creek 
• New Rome
• Greenleaf
• Westgate



 I was 10 years old – and in love!  Her name was Carolyn. My fifth grade teacher had the unfortunate habit of seat-
ing us alphabetically.  My name, Brown, put me in the first row, second seat.  Carolyn’s last name started with “Z.” Last row, 
last seat in the back.  I needed binoculars to see her.  And recess was equally unfortunate; Carolyn didn’t know I existed. 
Fifth grade, tough year. But when we showed up for sixth grade the next fall, something remarkable took place.  Carolyn 
walked into the room, and she was stunning. [By the way, sixth grade was a great year. She remembered that the year 
before only one boy had seen the shy little ducking and saw the exquisite swan she was to be. And we didn’t have to sit 
alphabetically.]

 Transformations are supposed to be stunning, even startling; unveiling something radically different.
 We quote the “transformation” verse in Romans 12:2 so often we may miss the obvious.  What looks like, acts like, 

and thinks like the world is transformed into a life that discerns God’s perspective about what is good and even perfect. 
Absolutely remarkable. But our understanding of transformation is incomplete without Colossians 1:10.  Paul describes a 
life that is continually experiencing transformation in which we are being filled with “the knowledge of [God’s] will.”  The 
transformed life is one that is “on the grow!”  And that part about growing troubles me.

 We frequently hear the call for the believers to be transformational, to be agents of change in our communities.  
But what exactly does that mean? And how does our failure to experience the continual transformation God wants for us 
affect our ability to be His agents of transformation?

 In 2 Corinthians 3:2 we are reminded that we are “living epistles” (KJV) read by those around us.  Perhaps we need 
to come to grips with our Body language and what we are and are not communicating.

 Perhaps the most glaring example of our failure to be transformational is the racial division in our country.  The 
most significant impact on this issue should come from the unity of the Church.  Yet our “epistle” doesn’t read that way.  
We claim to be one, yet function as if we have no need for each other.  Small islands of unity spring up here and there, but 
it is not enough. The Spirit of God who administers the grace of continual transformation must be grieved by our stagna-
tion. He must be grieved that we are so fatally infected with the political and cultural influence around us instead of the 
influence of Kingdom living.  We reach out and embrace through mission agencies those who are in distant cultures, but 
fail to bridge the divides of social and cultural differences close to home.

 Failing to experience the continual transformation that leads us to be more and more like Christ robs us of the joy 
of His agenda of grace that transforms both us and our world.
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“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” Romans 12:2, NIV

“…so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God” Colossians 1:10, NIV

DAY 18: October 22, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Dennis Brown is a retired min-
ister from Grove City who has 
served as a career missionary, 
pastor, and adjunct professor.  
He now authors the blog “The 
Embrace of Grace,” a prayer 
devotional “The Flame,” and 
has recently published Restor-
ing Those Who Have Fallen 
and Connected! Un-locking 
the DNA of Authentic Prayer.

Father, awaken us to the spiritual stagnation of settled-ness. Release fresh fire 
within us to respond to the Spirit and pursue His prompting that can give us a life 
of continual transformation.  Let us reflect you more and more so that we can more 
readily embrace your agenda for us to be agents of transforming grace.

Prayer Region:

southwest 
• Valleyview          
• Hilltop
• Lincoln Village    
• Galloway
• Urbancrest  

• Grove City
• Willow Creek 
• New Rome
• Greenleaf
• Westgate



The church in America is moving into a time not unlike what God’s people experienced during their exile 
in Babylon.  The parallels are striking.  

Their freedoms were being stripped…so are ours.  They were immersed in an ungodly culture…so are we.  
They embraced false hopes of a swift deliverance…and so do we.  

But God found a prophet in Jeremiah who would speak His truth no matter how unpopular it was and 
offer His hope no matter how distant it seemed. Today, that prophet’s prayer has been resonating in my spirit. 

“You show unfailing love to thousands, but you also bring the consequences of one generation’s sin upon 
the next, Jeremiah 29:18a, NIV.  

The God who with unfailing love offers to remove the guilt of sin in all who embrace His gift through 
Christ’s sacrifice does not, however, remove the consequences of sin.

We are even now beginning to reap the consequences of a generation who abandoned God and em-
braced the idols of this age.  And these devastating consequences will be felt for an entire generation.  

The message of Jeremiah 29:11 about God’s plan to prosper us and give us hope should never be sepa-
rated from verse 10.  There we are reminded that before He would bring His people “home again” to the good 
things He promised, they would “be in Babylon for seventy years.”

I’m not sure how long our consequences will last, but I’m preparing for the long haul.
As a result, God is changing my prayer agenda. I am praying…
… less for deliverance, more for God’s strength. (James 1:2-4)                                                   
… less for protection, more for boldness. (Acts 4:29-31)
… less for vindication, more for a heart of compassion. (Romans 12:21)
The church has never been at her best as the “top dog,” enjoying the rarified air of social endorsement 

and prominence.  Rather she does her best work as the “underdog” and realizes that the spirit of the age is an 
adversary, not an ally.

And in that I find hope – even excitement – for the future as the church in Columbus and around the na-
tion rises to be beacons of God’s hope and grace against the darkness.
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 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” James 1:2-4, NIV.

DAY 19: October 23, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Dr. Mark Fuller has served the 
Grove City Church of the Naz-
arene for the past 10 years. 
Before that, he pastored 
CrossRoads Nazarene Church, 
Chandler, AZ, for 18 years 
where the church experienced 
remarkable growth.  Dr. Fuller 
has authored Consumed – An 
Introduction to the Holy Spirit 
and has contributed to several 
religious periodicals.   

Lord God, You alone see the beginning from the end.  Prepare the hearts of your peo-
ple for the days ahead.  Forgive us for our self-indulgence and our appetite for con-
venience. Birth within your Church a renewed sense of your purpose for us to be light 
and life to a world adrift in search of hope.

Prayer Region:

southwest
• Valleyview          
• Hilltop
• Lincoln Village    
• Galloway
• Urbancrest  

• Grove City
• Willow Creek 
• New Rome
• Greenleaf
• Westgate



 Not a day goes by that I do not hear the voice of self-justification in my head.
 And it is always the same, an effort to minimize my sin:  “That wasn’t that bad.” “You’re just really 
tired.” “You deserve this.”  Daily my pride is hard at work trying to explain away my rebellion and make ex-
cuses for my sin.  Each time that I try to explain away my spiritual failure, I minimize my need for a Savior and 
His saving grace.
 The cross declares to the world what we are too proud to admit to ourselves:  that our sin is not easily 
excused. It took Christ’s suffering and dying in our place to make us righteous.  
 The message of the cross also tells us what we scarcely allow ourselves to hope, that our righteous-
ness can never be taken away.  Our God did suffer in our place to make us righteous!   Jesus Christ, who never 
sinned, did take our sin on the cross, so that all who trust in him would be given his righteousness.
 John Stott explains this unimaginable grace like this: 

“The biblical gospel of atonement is of God satisfying Himself by substituting Himself for us … the con-
cept of substitution may be said, then, to lie at the heart of both sin and salvation. For the essence of 
sin is man substituting himself for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting Himself for 
man. Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God sacrifices 
Himself for man and puts Himself where only man deserves to be. Man claims prerogatives which be-
long to God alone; God accepts penalties which belong to man alone.”  –John Stott, The Cross of Christ

 When we operate from our pride, inevitably we have a diminished view of the cross. Our sense of the 
cross may be reduced to little more than a sentimental notion inadequate to grip our hearts or drive us to 
worship him as our Savior or bear witness to his grace to the world.  
Remembering the gospel, in all its un-minimized glory, is the only way that our hearts will truly be moved to 
worship Jesus and to share him with others.  As Paul writes just a verse earlier, “we implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
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“For our sake he made him who knew no sin, to be sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” 

2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV 

DAY 22: October 26, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Brad Snyder is the lead Pastor 
of Veritas Tri-Village, a church 
located in Upper Arlington that 
serves Northwest Columbus.  
Veritas Tri-Village is one of the 
four congregations of Veritas 
Community Church in Colum-
bus.  Brad and his wife Court-
ney have two daughters, Scar-
lett and Pearl.  

Lord, forgive us for our self- justifying thoughts and for minimizing your grace. 
Captivate our hearts so that the power of your gospel will replace our sin with your 
righteousness.  Move us to worship you and witness to the world of your grace. We 
pray for Columbus.  Let our city be reconciled to God.  

Prayer Region:

northwest 
• Dublin          
• Hilliard
• Lewis Center    
• Grandview
  

• Upper Arlington
• Powell
• Marble Cliff
• Shawnee Hills



 
 My wife, Patti, is a quilter. Yesterday she laid out squares for a baby quilt to be given to friends as 
a gift. Each square was different, with vibrant colors, shapes, and designs that made them unique. Yet 
I could see instantly that, when sewn together in love, they would form a beautiful pattern. And when 
bonded to proper backing and a border, they would also provide warmth, comfort, and protection for a 
vulnerable little one.

 Like those squares, our churches are unique. We come from different tribes and different parts of 
the city, comprised of unique colors, shapes, and sizes. But each of our congregations is incomplete with-
out all the others. It’s obvious that a 5” x 5” square cannot function as a comforter all by itself. It needs 
to be bonded with all the others before it can fulfill its destiny. As the body of Christ in Columbus, we are 
incomplete without one another. The time to confess that reality and repent of our independence is here.

 The Holy Spirit is binding us together for revival. We are seeing a pattern emerge as believers joined 
together for Citywide Concert of Prayer, One Night of worship, the Columbus Prayer Summit, and Hope 
for Columbus. A move of God’s Spirit is uniting our churches to blanket the city in prayer and mission to 
the lost and hurting. As we press into this anointing, the world will take notice. The kingdom will prosper. 
Lives will be changed. The prayer of Jesus in John 17 will be fulfilled. And God will be glorified.
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community

“…I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me.” John 17:20-21, NIV

DAY 23: October 27, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Jeff Morlock is Associate Pas-
tor at Upper Arlington Luther-
an Church where he directs 
Prayer and Senior Adult Min-
istries, and leads the Xalt wor-
ship community at UALC’s Mill 
Run campus. Jeff and his wife, 
Patti (also a pastor), live in Gal-
loway with their daughters, 
Bekah and Hannah.

Holy God, break down the walls that separate your people. Forgive our arrogance 
and selfishness. Bring us to unity as we seek to serve this city that you love. Renew 
our minds, conform us to your will, and empower us as your one Church in Colum-
bus to set the oppressed free and to proclaim the year of your favor. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Prayer Region:

northwest
• Dublin          
• Hilliard
• Lewis Center    
• Grandview
  

• Upper Arlington
• Powell
• Marble Cliff
• Shawnee Hills



 I was having lunch with a friend.  We were getting together just to catch up.  
 Early in our chat my friend mentioned that she was tired. She confided that she had taken a 20-min-
ute power nap in her office and suggested that maybe the change in weather was affecting her. 
My friend is a Christian.  In fact, she is one course away from completing her seminary studies that she 
had to put on hold a few years earlier.  
 As we continued to chat, I shared with her my good news of a job offer I had recently accepted.  I 
explained that I knew this opportunity would draw on my strengths as a leader and my mentoring expe-
rience helping people get ‘unstuck’ so that they could experience the fullness of life that God intended. 
My friend is a vice president at the agency where she has worked for nearly eight years. And, she confid-
ed, she was feeling more and more “burnt out.” 
 Those words stirred my inner “Disciple-woman.”  
 Instantly – and naturally – the Holy Spirit’s words of refreshing and renewing were pouring from my 
heart.  I reminded my friend how her training and experience as a Christian counselor would equip her 
to deal with the situations in her organization, that God had place her where she could be a Conduit  to 
help others encounter her God, the one true God.  
 Out of her encounter with me at lunch she was renewed, restored, and reset to get back to her 
post.  Wrapping up our chat she said, “I have a confession. I thought about canceling today, but I am so 
glad I didn’t.”  
 What a blessing it was to watch the word of the Lord resuscitate my friend and renew her strength.  
She left the restaurant ready to mount up with wings as an eagle, to run and not be weary, walk and not 
faint. 
 That’s discipleship.
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“I Paul have been sent on special assignment by Christ as part of God’s master plan.  
Together with my friend Timothy I greet the Christians and stalwart followers of Christ 

who live in Colosse.  May everything good from God our Father be yours!” 
Colossians 1:1, The Message

DAY 24: October 28, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Ruth McNeil is an influential mar-
ketplace minister and anointed 
psalmist.  Her ministerial assign-
ment is to the “government moun-
tain,” where she has worked on 
all levels of government; federal, 
state, local as a government rela-
tions practitioner.  Ruth leads the 
Culture and Community Pillar in 
her local assembly, Equippers City 
Church.  Second to her passion for 
the Lord, is her passion for her two 
amazing young adult daughters.

Lord God, Guide our steps and grant us divine appointments that let us be your 
agents of grace and truth.  Help us to recognize the open doors and transformation-
al moments you have provided for us. Let your anointing rest on us so that we can 
speak and act with your power and passion. Let the impulse of your love define us.

Prayer Region:

northwest 
• Dublin          
• Hilliard
• Lewis Center    
• Grandview
  

• Upper Arlington
• Powell
• Marble Cliff
• Shawnee Hills



 As Christ’s people we desire to have an impact for good in our culture, our community, our workplace 
and our family. We desire to be salt and light in a lost world. If we’re totally honest we wonder why it seems 
to be a losing battle. 
 We are bombarded daily by the horrors of war, the suffering of the innocent, the corruption of lead-
ers and public officials, the pain of joblessness, divorce, fatherlessness, and the spectrum of evil committed 
by man against his fellow man. We long for Jesus’ return and for Him to put all things right. But at this point in 
history, He has placed us here for a purpose. Jesus still calls us to be salt and light in an ever-darkening world. 
 Jesus’ disciples faced the same frustration.  
 In Matthew 17:18-21, a father brought his son to Jesus.  His boy, suffering from epilepsy and plagued 
by a demon, had been presented to the disciples first, but they were not able to heal him.  Jesus brought 
healing and deliverance to the boy. 
 When the disciples asked Him why they had not been able to do the same, Jesus was quite direct in 
His rebuke: “Because you have so little faith.” They did not even have faith as small as a mustard seed in His 
eyes. Ouch. 
 Yet just before this incident, Peter, James and John had witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus (Mat-
thew 17:1-13).  They saw Jesus as He truly is.  They saw Him with Elijah and Moses and then heard the voice 
of God the Father saying that Jesus was His Son in whom He was well pleased.
 It is easy to assume that if you had been on that mountain and witnessed such an event, you would 
be filled with faith.  Yet the disciples were not.  Later, after the Holy Spirit has come upon them in the record 
of Acts, they then saw with fresh eyes and were men of great faith.
 For us, the event of the transfiguration should fill us with hope and faith.  Through the eyes of the 
Spirit we see Jesus for who He truly is and so can make a difference in our world as we rely on His power and 
wisdom. True transformation is the work of God, first in us and then through us as we are His instruments of 
peace. Even if all we can muster is a mustard seed of faith, the transformational work of God in us will in turn 
transform the world around us. 
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transformation

“Jesus rebuked the demon and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. Then the 
disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, ‘Why couldn’t we drive it out?’ He replied, “Because you have 
so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 

‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” Matthew 17:18-21, NIV

DAY 25: October 29, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Kitty Allen is the COO of Primemov-
ers, a global ministry connecting 
men and women with their unique 
calling from God. As the owner of 
Built to Lead-The Allen Group, a 
leadership development firm, and 
a graduate of Southern Methodist 
University (B.B.A and M.B.A.), Kitty 
draws from 30 plus years of corpo-
rate experience as well as non-prof-
it leadership to pursue her passion 
of equipping Kingdom leaders and 
engaging in the gospel-based city 
transformation movement.

Father God, Please help us to have the kind of faith that moves mountains by your 
power and wisdom, so we can be a blessing to all those you place in our paths. 
Help us to be sensitive to your Spirit as He transforms us into the image of your 
Son. Help us to recognize the opportunities you give us to have Kingdom impact in 
our community, our work, our families and our world. 

Prayer Region:

northwest 
• Dublin          
• Hilliard
• Lewis Center    
• Grandview
  

• Upper Arlington
• Powell
• Marble Cliff
• Shawnee Hills



 In 1965 the skyline of downtown Columbus looked radically different than it does today.  Nationwide was not built 
until the 70s, and the AEP headquarters, in the 80s.  Meanwhile the City Center Mall came and went. Entire blocks were 
transformed, and now a park called The Commons sprawls through the middle of town.
 The entire landscape of this city has changed, more than once, a process that seems virtually endless.
 Northwest Columbus is no exception.  What a beautiful place to call home.  
I love to relax at one of my favorite restaurants on the Northwest side, because there I become a part of another kind 
of changing landscape.  I find myself surrounded by people speaking languages different than my own.  I am overtaken 
by the smell of foods I did not experience while growing up.  Across the street there are six other restaurants where I 
could experience the same thing, where tastes, smells and languages are different from my childhood, and all distinct 
from one another.
 The social and ethnic landscape of our city and our suburbs is changing, and we desperately need to open our 
eyes to see the change taking place all around us.  The Norman Rockwell neighborhood may never have existed as it 
was portrayed, but even if it did, that’s certainly not where we live today.
 What would happen if the church in Columbus were awakened to the opportunity with which God has blessed 
us? For the sake of His own glory He has placed the nations among us.
 It is thought that even a mere one hundred years ago, most living individuals had never traveled farther than 50 
miles from their home.  This was true even in the “melting pot” era that was once the norm in the United States of 
America.  
 When I think back only 25 years ago, I realize that the “melting pot” was far more theory from a textbook than 
anything I was experiencing first-hand.  My children, however, are being raised in a much different world, one where 
borders seem to shrink as technology and transportation expand and where diversity is now the norm.
 Many in the secular world may debate the good, the bad, and the indifference of globalization from the econom-
ic to the sociological point of view, and a whole lot in between.  But as the Church we must see globalization and the 
immigration into our cities as an extraordinary opportunity for the gospel of Jesus Christ to reach every corner of the 
earth.  
 We have a choice. Will we react to our changing world in fear?  Or will we respond in love?  Lord, help us choose 
to act at the impulse of your love.  
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nations

“The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love 
him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.”

Leviticus 19:34, ESV

DAY 26: October 30, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Kristy Low is Missions Director 
at LifePoint Church, in Lewis 
Center, where she has been 
on staff since 2011.  She is pas-
sionate about mobilizing the 
church to reach the nations 
with the gospel, both in our 
neighborhoods and abroad. 
She’s been married to Matt for 
16 years and is the mama of 2 
incredible boys.

Lord, forgive us of our prejudice, pride and fear. According to the riches of Your glory, 
grant us the grace to see and love as You do those whom You have brought to this na-
tion.  Awaken Your Church to the opportunity You have placed before us, right here, 
right now, in our city – to make disciples of all nations.

Prayer Region:

northwest
• Dublin          
• Hilliard
• Lewis Center    
• Grandview
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• Powell
• Marble Cliff
• Shawnee Hills



 The greatest joy in the Christian life should be to give away our faith. 

 Salvation.  What a wonderful gift.  God’s son, precious to His heart, gave Himself for our salvation; and 
in Him we can experience the freedom to share our faith in Him with those with whom we come in contact.  
 Let’s face it.  Sharing our faith can be a scary experience.  But, we discover that there is no need to 
be afraid, that God does not want us to have a spirit of fear.  Instead He gives us His power from the spirit of 
love, so that we do not have to act in our own strength.  As we begin to share His love with others regularly, 
we then can experience a richer and deeper understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Even when our personal fears and whims seem to interfere, the heart of every believer should burn 
with the desire to please God, and nothing brings greater joy to the Father than when we share His love with 
others.
 And doing His will always generates in us a deep peace and contentment.  
 As we gaze at the cross, we are reminded of the great humility of the Savior. We are at awe of His 
self-control, and prompted to realize anew the unfathomable forgiveness our Savior demonstrated in carry-
ing our sins in His body on Calvary’s tree, all so we could go free.
 Amazing Grace!  
 As we walk in the power and promptings of the Holy Spirit, He leads us to ask for the likeness of Christ 
to live in us so we can see people as He sees them.  Through His eyes we come to see a world that lacks hope, 
a world filled with lives that have no sense of direction.
 Through the eyes of grace, we can see how this wonderful gift of salvation, poured out on us freely, is 
constantly changing our lives.  And as we hear the voice of His Spirit day by day, we find His gift of salvation 
compelling us to go and share this amazing love. 
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salvation

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of a sound mind” 

2 Timothy 1:7, NKJV

DAY 29: November 2, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Philip Duncan has served as Asso-
ciate Pastor of Evangelism at Jersey 
Baptist Church since 1990.  After 
graduating from Virginia Tech, Phil 
served in the United States Air Force 
for 21 years, retiring as a Major in 
1984 as a Commander of the 475th 
Supply Squadron in Yokota AB, Japan.  
He later graduated from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(M.Div).  His wife Nance of 43 years 
passed away in 2008. Phil has five 
children, 12 grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren.

Father, we pray for the boldness to do what you have already equipped us to do, 
share your life changing love to a needy world. We ask that each morning you lead 
us to the person You want to love through our hearts that day. 

Prayer Region:

southeast 
• Bexley          
• Brice
• Whitehall   
• Blacklick
• Groveport
  

• Reynoldsburg
• Eastmoor
• Obetz
• Pickerington
• Canal Winchester



 Only hours from his arrest, Jesus uttered this prayer.
 As His disciples knew, Jesus often went up on the mountain to pray to His Father, and while they may 
have wondered from time to time what His private prayer time was like, there was no mystery this time.  This 
prayer was in their presence.  The words Jesus may have spoken privately to the Father were not particularly for 
their ears, but this prayer was different.  
 As they heard His words, they discovered His desire for them, for what He wanted them to become.  Let 
them “all be one,” Jesus prayed.  “Even as you, Father, are in me and I in You.”
 The meaning of unity is often misunderstood.  Hell itself has birthed the distortion of unity as conformity 
and the fear that arises in the absence of it; and that definition couldn’t be further from the truth. 
 But Jesus’ words in this prayer reveal something profound. Oneness – unity – exists in diversity. God’s 
triune nature is the ultimate example, and God’s desire is for His Body to come together, functioning with its 
varied gifts and calling, displaying nothing short of the same nature as His own.  
 When I think of the word community, I see the phrase, “come unify.” The word community has been 
hijacked in our modern time.  It is used generically to describe a place we live or even referring to a collection 
of people we have “liked” on Facebook. 
 This isn’t community. Community is found wherever people have chosen to make unity their priority.  
And where revival shapes a region, unity is found in its very fabric.
 Isn’t it interesting that the Holy Spirit poured himself out on the disciples at Pentecost only after “they 
were of one accord?”  The Holy Spirit would not pour Himself out on a group of people in an upper room if they 
didn’t desire “to be one, even as Jesus was one with His father.” 
 Why is community such an essential element of the kingdom of God? Because the world longs for it, 
so much so that Jesus says that the world will believe Jesus is the son of God when His Bride demonstrates the 
true sense of community. Hear again His prayer: “…that they all may be one…that the world may believe that 
You sent me.” 
 Intercessors, join me in praying that the Bride would become truly one as He is one.
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Prayer Focus:

community

“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 
that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, 

so that the world may believe that You sent Me” John 17:20-23, NASB

DAY 30: November 3, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Caleb Schafer is the director of 
the annual Encounter youth con-
ference, and youth pastor at the 
Redeemer’s Church of Colum-
bus, Ohio. Caleb has committed 
the last 14 years of His life to 
pouring into Columbus’ youth. 
His heart is to see students en-
counter the love of Jesus, and he 
strongly believes one touch from 
Jesus will change everything.

Jesus, give us eyes to see the beauty in the diversity of your Body. Awaken us to the 
need of community as a means of real transformation in our region. Re-mold our 
thinking to be more like yours. Break the fear and lies the enemy uses to hinder us 
from being the Body of Christ that mobilizes and transforms our city from a place of 
darkness into the Kingdom of Light! 

Prayer Region:

southeast
• Bexley          
• Brice
• Whitehall   
• Blacklick
• Groveport
  

• Reynoldsburg
• Eastmoor
• Obetz
• Pickerington
• Canal Winchester



 Imagine for a moment what it was like to be one of the disciples in the presence of the RISEN Christ 
during his last days on earth.  Everything He did and said would have had special weight and significance.  
It was during those days that he spoke the words of what is called the Great Commission.  These words have 
echoed in the hearts of his followers across the centuries, and now for us as his current disciples they have 
great weight and significance as well.
 The Greek word used for “go” here is “poreuomai” – to travel, go forth, take a journey, walk.  We are 
literally sojourners, living here on earth, but citizens of heaven.  God is leading us on the journey, and as we 
are going, we are to make disciples.  
 God provides us with the context for the journey – our church fellowship, our workplaces, our neigh-
borhoods, our schools, our homes. We only need to prayerfully and faithfully make disciples.
 Jesus modeled this for us.  He walked with His disciples, spent one-on-one time with them, ate with 
them.  They were able to watch Him as He interacted with others, as He slipped off for personal time with His 
Father. They listened to Him teach and saw what made Him weep.  
 He lived life with them.   
 And that is how we make disciples.  
 We are to live life alongside of others.  Our lives are to model to each other what it is like to “obey 
everything I have commanded you.”  
 There is a difference between knowing and doing, and we need to help each other through the dif-
ference.  Living out our faith encumbered by a sin nature in an increasingly hostile environment is not easy.  
Jesus knew we would need each other’s help in this endeavor, as “iron sharpens iron.”
 There are no qualifiers in the Great Commission.  We are all called to make disciples and to be disci-
pled.  God has given us everything we need to obey this command: the Holy Spirit, His Word, His example, 
every spiritual blessing, spiritual gifts, and a context.  
 We just need to go, start walking, find some fellow travelers. And remember that He is with us always.
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discipleship

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age” Matthew 28:19-20, NIV

DAY 31: November 4, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Anne Durell has been married to 
David Durell for 28 years.  They 
are the parents of three wonder-
ful adult children, a son-in-law and 
a soon to be son-in-law.   They co-
lead a young adult home church at 
Xenos Christian Fellowship.  In ad-
dition, Anne is a group leader for 
Bible Study Fellowship.  Anne also 
co-leads the Women’s Discipleship 
Network and serves on the leader-
ship team for the Columbus Disci-
pleship Networks.

Dear Lord, Please help us to be faithful travelers.  Help us to come alongside one 
another in this journey.  Particularly be with the next generation.  Provide people to 
come alongside them to help them be rooted deeply into Your Word so that they can 
stand firm in their faith.  Thank you for your Son, your Word, your Spirit and your 
Light and your Love

Prayer Region:

southeast 
• Bexley          
• Brice
• Whitehall   
• Blacklick
• Groveport
  

• Reynoldsburg
• Eastmoor
• Obetz
• Pickerington
• Canal Winchester



 Have you ever met someone who seems perpetually caught in the whirlpool of one bad day after 
another? 
 I meet them often, virtual prisoners, captured in the conundrum of bad days.  
 All of us, no matter our spiritual pedigree, can relate to the gloom of those kinds of days.  Imagine 
how wonderful it would be if we would embrace the attitude of the Psalmist who calls for us to rejoice that 
every day is one the Lord has made.
 Life comes with built-in situations.  To make matters worse, many times a bad day becomes conta-
gious.  One negative attitude fuels the emergence of others, and it seems that the old adage proves all too 
true: misery loves company.
 Time is often seasoned by tempestuous transitions, trials, and temptations.  Even Christ had to per-
severe and in the end face His greatest darkness at Calvary.
 Yet in the face of such times, I must seek to be an agent of transformation.  My challenge is to defuse 
such days in my life as well as the lives of others.  My role is to prayerfully and wisely make a difference with 
those who are struggling through life’s situations.  
 I must also guard myself against the tendency to become infected with a negative and judgmental 
attitude toward people in crisis.  Perhaps one of the most effective ways to do that is to remember our own 
past. I am ashamed to say that I can remember a time when I often used such words as “Jerk!” “Idiot!” “Sim-
pleton!”  
 We must reprogram our minds to use encouraging words, recognizing God’s features sprinkled within 
all of us. I have learned to say thank you more than necessary – bad days become great days when we em-
brace positive acclimations. “You are fantastic!” “You are terrific!” and “You are appreciated!” 
 Remember that as children of the Most High, we have been transformed.  Now we must learn to live 
out that transformation.  When your dining order is prepared incorrectly, be loving.  When the dry cleaner 
loses your laundry, respond with kindness.  Lost baggage? Be transformational.  Reflect grace.
 A life of transformational living is born in the crucible of prayer.
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transformation

“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
Romans 12:2, KJV

DAY 32: November 5, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Troy Shaw has been a pastor 
for more than 20 years. He is 
an alumnus of The Ohio State 
University and the American 
University. Troy is an author 
with many published articles 
and seven books. He is the 
pastor of Liberty Hill in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

Father, thank you for the power of grace that has transformed our lives. Let each of 
us from whence we have come reflect an attitude of understanding and compassion 
on those around us whose lives are embroiled in whirlpools of stress and turmoil, 
held in the grip of gloom.  Let us be true agents of transforming grace.

Prayer Region:

southeast 
• Bexley          
• Brice
• Whitehall   
• Blacklick
• Groveport
  

• Reynoldsburg
• Eastmoor
• Obetz
• Pickerington
• Canal Winchester



 Security.  
 A word that conjures up a variety of images important to our lives in the 21st Century.  Home alarms 
detecting movement and setting off warnings.  Law enforcement with surveillance equipment.  The military, 
well trained, armed, and ready at a moment’s notice.  Or perhaps the sky marshal, blended in with other 
passengers, and prepared to act. 
 But all of these examples are focused on a measure of security that is temporary at best.  More money 
is being spent today on security than ever before, yet we are less secure than we have ever been.  
 False Security
 Unfortunately, many are duped by false claims of security that come in three predominant areas:  
 1. Money and material possessions have proven to be a deceptive lure. America remains a blessed na-
tion, and many are caught in the powerful undertow of seeking prosperity. Certainly one does not have to be 
rich to succumb to this temptation. (Proverbs 30:7-8; Matt. 6:11; Ps.52:7; 1Tim.6:9).
 2. Education and knowledge, another slippery slope of false security. If kept in perspective, both are 
good, but 1 Cor. 8:1 says, “knowledge puffs up.” Knowledge that never finds a home in our hearts makes us 
vulnerable. Scripture says we need wisdom before knowledge, because wisdom allows us to apply knowledge 
and accomplish God’s purpose. (Dan.12:14; Proverbs 21:30; 1Cor.8:2; James 3:17.) 
 3. The third area is religion. “Religion” comes from the Latin re (“again”) and ligare (“to bind”).  In other 
words, “to bind again.” In the New Testament Israel’s leaders were caught in the religious web of conformity 
to rules and regulations that never brings us to the maturity God desires for us.  (Mark 7:6-7.)
 The source of true security has never changed.  The only source of security remains the refuge of God’s 
word. And even in this chaotic time in history, that has not changed.
 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand (John 10:27, emphasis added).
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security

“All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols —worship him, all you gods!.... 
For you, LORD, are the Most High over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. Let those 

who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones.” Psalm 97:7, 9-10, NIV

DAY 33: November 6, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Scott Kelso served for 38 years 
as the lead Pastor of Trinity Fam-
ily Life Center in Pickerington, 
Ohio.  He is currently pursuing 
a full-time apostolic ministry of 
preaching, teaching and writ-
ing. Pastor Scott has had a long 
history of ministering to pastors 
and spouses while cultivating 
his passion for evangelism and 
outreach. 

Lord God, Just as naturally as we seek temporal security, let your people yearn for 
the security of truly walking in your presence and following you. Deliver us from the 
enticements to a security that is false, and give us a renewed hunger for life lived in 
unwavering obedience to your word.

Prayer Region:
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 The day we took a step toward Columbus to plant a church, our 10 week old daughter had a heart 
attack.
 That’s a rather inauspicious start.   
 We felt God stirring us toward Columbus.  For a week we visited the city to determine what planting 
a church could look like.  
 And then the day we arrived, our previously healthy, meeting-all-her-milestones daughter started 
breathing 90 times a minute. 
 Three hospitals, 100 days, countless doctors, and one battle-warn little family later, we felt like Jonah, 
like we were stuck in the belly of our own fish.  
 The outlook was bleak. 
 We had a tough decision in front of us. Leave our friends and church family, our medical team and 
support system and still chase Columbus or let our circumstances trump the call.
 We could cling to our daughter. We could cling to security (and no one would have faulted us for it).
 But there was a haunting feeling that in clinging to these things we could be taking the pen out of the 
Author’s hand.
 Salvation takes root when we trust the better Author to tell the better story.  
 Jonah put the pen down in the belly of a fish.  His life was leveraged for something far better than he 
could have scripted.  
 In a small hospital room in Cleveland, Ohio, our family put the pen down, yielding our plans, our am-
bitions and even our daughter to God’s penmanship.  It has certainly not been an easy road, but it has been a 
better road. As for our daughter, it has been four years since she was given five days to live, and by the grace 
of the Good Author, she’s still here!
 We can join the story of people coming to saving faith in Jesus Christ. But be assured, the only way to 
do this His way?
 Put the pen down.
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salvation

“I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you.   
What I have vowed I will make good.  I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’ 

And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.” Jonah 2:8-10

DAY 36: November 9, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Ben Thompson and his wife Shaina 
planted City Campus Church (or 
“C3”) in 2013 through the Sta-
dia Planting network.  Using a de-
centralized missional approach, 
the church has engaged in efforts 
against human trafficking, focused 
on hospitality to international refu-
gees, actively addressed issues re-
lated to the local Columbus school 
systems as well as under-resourced 
neighborhoods, all with the goal of 
being agents of change in our city.

Father, our lives are not our own.  Help us as the Church in Greater Columbus to 
more fully recognize that you are the Author and Finisher of our faith. Give us hearts 
that will submit without reservation to Your purposes and plans even when our lim-
ited vision and understanding would distract us from walking in faith.    

Prayer Region:
greater campus

• Clintonville          
• Riverview
• OSU Campus
• Italian Village

• Victorian Village
• Short North
• Old North 
   Columbus



 Recently, my wife and I decided to try family camping with our children – for the first time.  
 One hot, dusty evening, my 10-year-old daughter and 7-year-old son were playing a game.  Suddenly my 

daughter accused her brother of cheating and threw her cards at him. Tired from the heat, the sting of rejection too 
much for him, he began screaming and rolling in the dirt.  He was calling anyone within earshot all kinds of horrible 
things. 

 At a public campground, people nearby “not noticing,” we were quite the sight!
 After I got control of my own embarrassment, I wipe off my son who was still enraged, but now covered in 

dirt. Then I heard God say, “The least of these.”  As I took my son, ashamed and sweaty, to the shower, I realized he 
was indeed one of the “least of these.” So was my daughter. So were all those who were doing a poor job of “not 
noticing.”

 The “least of these” are all around us, but we don’t easily see them.  They are the people in my small group, 
my community, my church.  They are the parents of the boys in my Cub Scout Den.     Jesus wants 
us to see the “least of these.”  After all He came among us as one of them. 

 So we serve “others,” but most of the time they remain as “others.”  We don’t build relationships with them.  
We do good and return home, knowing that probably our paths will not cross again.

 We certainly should not lose sight of serving “others,” those strangers in our city or halfway around the 
world. Jesus told us we would always have the poor with us, but it occurs to me that Matthew 25 has more for us 
that just reminding us of the poor, the strangers and prisoners.  

 There is a deeper meaning here that often escapes us. 
 As simple as it is, it can seem odd to consider those we know to also be the “least of these.”
 From God’s perspective, the greatest poverty of all is the absence of relationship. When we serve the “least 

of these,” do our acts of kindness offer them the riches  of relationship, especially with Him?  Where is the potential 
for this to happen if the issue of relationship is not a part of it all?

 My relationship with my kids is a reminder that they are one of the “least of these.” My relationship with my 
neighbors reminds me of the same thing.

But with the strangers God brings into my life, how can I think I can help them know God’s love if I do not look 
for ways to invite them into my life. And as God’s directs, even into my home?
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“For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me….whatever you did not do for one 

of the least of these, you did not do for me.” Matthew 25:41-45, NIV

DAY 37: November 10, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Andrew Oswalt is the pastor of the 
Lane Avenue Campus of Vineyard 
Columbus, which he started four 
years ago.  Both he and Ginny, his 
wife of 19 years, are graduates of 
Columbus College of Art & Design, 
where they met.  They have three 
children-Grace, age 10, Fin, age 7, 
and Luke age 4.  He is a graduate of 
the Vineyard Leadership Institute 
and is working towards a Masters 
of Divinity from Asbury Seminary in 
Wilmore, Kentucky.

Lord, show me the people I already know who are the “least of these.” Give me 
eyes to see the disconnected, the broken, the lonely and the depressed with whom I 
already have relationships. Show me my family, my neighbors, my church, those at 
work in need of a caring touch of your grace and mercy in your name.
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 We live in a world with an addiction to boasting and self-promoting. 
 In fact, the new wave in entrepreneurism is learning how to brand yourself. Business periodicals like 

Forbes, Inc. and Fast Magazine regularly publish articles on the need and strategy for promoting YOU. Per-
sonal Brand 101, How to Brand Yourself Like a Celebrity, 10 Ways to Establish Yourself (or Your Brand) as a 
Thought Leader are just a few of hundreds of articles and books on the budding subject.

 Social media provides a never-ending opportunity to promote our accomplishments.  We highlight 
our kids, our vacations, our challenges, our workout routines, and (last but not least) our Bible study accom-
plishments. 

 Now, there’s nothing inherently wrong with snapping and sharing that selfie.  But consider this: how 
does the gospel shape the way I view myself and my image?

 In Jeremiah 9, the prophet talks about “boasting” as an act of reliance and trust. Jeremiah raises a key 
question: In what or in whom do we ultimately trust?  Do you…

 …fundamentally trust your money to provide security? 
 …rely on your innate ability to navigate through life’s challenges? 
 …have more faith in your plans and decision-making rather than God’s?
   In a sense, all sin is misplaced trust. It is boasting more in ourselves than in God. 
 It is, in fact, a lack of faith. Faith, on the other hand, is coming to the place where we trust in God’s 

provision, God’s plan, and God’s providence. In light of this, discipleship can be viewed as the process of 
boasting in Christ more and in us less.

  The gospel requires that we not believe our own hype. The gospel frees us from the narcissistic 
pursuit of self-promotion and self-reliance. The gospel is the good-news that, as Jeremiah put it, “the LORD 
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness.” And nowhere is this covenant-keeping love, justice, and 
righteousness displayed more fully and beautifully than in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

May we learn to trust and boast in his work, not our own. 
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Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands 
and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. 

For in these things I delight, declares the LORD” Jeremiah 9:23-24, NIV

DAY 38: November 11, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Jay O’Brien, Megan, and their 
two boys are proud to call Clin-
tonville home. They moved to 
Columbus five years ago to plant 
Scarlet City Church, whose vision 
is to be a people joining God’s sto-
ry of transformation and renew-
al. Jay and Megan are passionate 
about city-ministry, gospel-cen-
tered discipleship, and the bud-
ding Columbus food scene.  

Lord God, there is none like you! Our earthly eyes are too easily filled with a self-fo-
cused agenda that blinds us to your grace and power and mercy.  May your Spirit 
birth within us a renewed sense of who you are and your eternal agenda, so that we 
become blind to the enemy’s distraction of our self-interest and the deception of our 
self-importance.
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 Transformation comes from the inside out.
 I remember watching my children play with toys that were called Transformers.  They were so excit-
ed to be able to create different shapes. The beauty of transformer toys was that the kids could change 
what they created at any time. 
 As we think about the inner city of Columbus, we cannot deny that there has been a lot of change 
over the years.  Clearly there has been influences in the inner city that have had increasingly negative 
impacts.  At the same time, city leaders, churches, schools, community organizations, even developers 
have played a part, each in their own way trying to bring change that improves life in the inner city.
But, real transformation only takes place when there is a determination and a willingness not to be con-
formed to the current situation.  Instead we must transform the situation by the renewing of our minds.  
 As I travel through the inner city of Columbus, I see the outside transformation of the city. 
My prayer is that this transformation would not be just an outside change but will truly be an inside job. 
 Transformation in our city begins when the people inside the city have the opportunity to experi-
ence the power of a changed heart and a renewed mind. That is where real change happens. 
As believers in Christ, we have a mandate to help lead this transformation.  We need not only to pray for 
transformation, but equally important we must speak life into the children and families in this city.
 We are commanded by Jesus to show real compassion and love for those who are battling the con-
stant pressure to conform to the ways of this world. Our lives are to be the instruments through which 
they are exposed to, and are able to truly discover, the silver lining that comes through a renewed sense 
of hope and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 After my kids played with their transformer toys, they put back in the toy box.  There was no lasting 
transformation. 
 But, a real and lasting change in our city begins with a renewed mind. 
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“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” 

Romans 12:2, NKJV

DAY 39: November 12, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Tim Brown has been a signifi-
cant part of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes in the Co-
lumbus inner city for over a 
decade.  His passion is for real 
transformation that he char-
acterizes as from the “inside 
Out.” He has seen young peo-
ple do amazing things with a 
regenerated heart through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Lord, help us to be a part of the transformation that is needed in the city of Colum-
bus. Lord, we pray that we are not of a condemning spirit but rather a believing 
spirit through which you can and will lead a transformation from the “Inside Out”. 
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 As she landed at the Columbus airport, her home in Taiwan far behind her, Te-yu was excited to begin 

her PhD in Education.  She was filled with the eager expectation of learning new things and improving her life.
 But she was also worried.  She knew no one in the United States.  She was glad when she received the 

news that a Christian organization, International Friendships, could provide her a host family who would meet 
her at the airport and welcome her to their home for her first few days in the United States.

  As she looked around, her heart leapt when she saw the “Welcome” sign with her name on it.  As she 
went to her host family’s home and gathered around the table for her first meal, the father of the family men-
tioned that it was their custom to pray and invited her to listen as he gave thanks.  

 As he began to pray, he gave thanks not only for the food, but for Te-yu.  He asked that God would help 
her in her adjustment to the United States, help her make new friends.  He prayed that God would watch over 
her family while she was away and for her to overcome any language barriers.  

 Although she was a strong Buddhist, Te-yu admitted that when she heard that prayer something hap-
pened.  She said to herself that she would like to know more about this God to whom they had prayed.

 Upon leaving their home, Te-yu joined a Bible discussion group, and a few months later she became a 
follower of Jesus.  Today she is engaged in full-time ministry sharing the Gospel with mainland Chinese. 

 God is sending thousands of international visitors including immigrants, refugees, business people, 
and international students to our city.  They are a part of the Great Diaspora - the scatterings of people - that 
is part of what God is using today to spread the Gospel.  This is God’s opportunity for us as His people to fulfill 
our calling to practice Biblical hospitality.  

 Not only will God pour out a great blessing among the nations through our ministries of hospitality, but 
He will give us the blessing of special encounters with him as well:

 “… for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
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“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some 
people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it” 

Hebrews 13:2, NIV

DAY 40: November 13, 2015

Featured Contributor:
Rich Mendola serves as the Ex-
ecutive Director of International 
Friendships, Inc. (IFI), a national 
ministry to international students 
based in Columbus, OH.  He has 
served internationals for the past 
35 years.  He is an author, church 
planter and the founding pastor 
of All Nations Christian Fellow-
ship, a multicultural church near 
the Ohio State University campus 

Lord, birth in your Church hearts to share your love with the strangers you send them.  
Help us overcome prejudices, fears, and busyness that distract from this vital calling.  
Through strangers from some of the world’s least evangelized places, let the Gospel 
flow into all nations. Lord, raise up your people who are obedient to you in the prac-
tice of Biblical hospitality.  In Jesus’ name.
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 When I show off Columbus to friends and family I especially like to go through my neighborhood, the 
Short North—a historical and cultural center of the city. I show off the new restaurants, galleries and shops, 
beaming with pride for my city. 
 But what if St. Paul came to visit me? What would his reaction be, especially in light of his visit to Ath-
ens as we see in Acts 17? At the corner of High St and Fifth Ave, we would see a provoked-Paul, seeing a city 
full of idols. Now before you begin pondering all the idols he would have seen in Columbus, can we just reflect 
on Paul’s state of being?
 Paul was provoked seeing the city, which means he had a jealous-anger. It’s a reaction that is rooted 
in the fact that the One True, Life-Giving God was replaced with the worship of manmade idols. Or to put it 
simply, Paul loves them so much that he’s out of his mind they have traded life for death.
 Pause here to reflect on how you see the city. Ask yourself—Is my heart provoked when I see the in-
justice in my city? Is my attitude provoked when I hear from the hurting? Are my actions a display of God’s 
posture towards the idols around me? 
 If you are like me, you just answered “no” to all these questions. But the good news is that the grace 
offered in Jesus Christ not only frees us from the controlling effects of idols but also the non-existent jeal-
ous-anger we lack. Romans 6:14 tells us that as ”are not under law but grace” and that grace frees us to repent 
and rest.
 So let’s us repent together—that we are not a provoked people. We lack compassion for our city. We 
are merely consumers of our city instead of gospel messengers to our city. 
 Let us also rest and rejoice together—God has replaced the idols in us with a true and better joy that 
is found in Jesus’ work, not our own. And let us rejoice that God is replacing in us an apathetic vision with a 
provoked vision. 
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“Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. Acts 17:16, ESV

Featured Contributor:
Nick Nye is the founder and 
lead pastor of Veritas Commu-
nity Church. Nick preaches pri-
marily at the Short North con-
gregation as well as various 
speaking engagements around 
the world. Nick lives in the 
Short North with his wife and 
four children. You can learn 
more by following him
at nicknye.com

Lord, we confess that we do not see our city as you do. We repent of our blindness 
and ask that the finished work of Jesus Christ may provoke us to proclaim the gospel 
to our neighborhoods and the nations. Amen
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