
In The Beginning 

Stringfellow Acid Pits/ Concerned Neighbors in Action 

CCAEJ’s approach to community empowerment is grounded in the battle of the small community of Glen Avon and its fight to 
stop pollution from the Stringfellow Acid Pits, California’s top priority Superfund site and one of the most notorious toxic dumps in 
the nation. The small rural community mounted a battle that stopped the exposure to hundreds of different chemicals at the site, 
and obtained compensation of more than $114 Million to those damaged from the exposures. We were able to obtain funding 
from the state that paid for residents on private wells to connect with Jurupa Community Services District, increasing the service 
area for JCSD. Stringfellow is the only toxic site that has its own section with DTSC, its own dedicated staff and its own 
budget.                            

Our efforts also set the stage for major changes in state and federal policies dealing toxic chemicals. Among the policy changes 
we pushed for in California are: 

 Won the establishment of a State Superfund program, providing matching funds to qualify for federal Superfund money 
and address sites that don’t qualify for federal program. 

 First community to receive a Technical Advisor. 
 First community to establish a Community Advisory Committee. 
 First community to win intervention in a federal enforcement case. 

Our groundbreaking programs established the model for public participation process in the federal CERCLA (Superfund); 
Technical Assistance Grants (TAG); Community Advisor Committees; and the statutory right of communities to participate in 
decisions made at toxic sites 

In 1993, we settled the largest toxic tort case in the nation for more than $114 Million for 3,000 plaintiffs suing 250 major 
corporations and the State of California and the County of Riverside. Following these major victories the community decided that 
since our communities were targeted for every bad facility proposed by industry, we needed to have an institution that can assist 
neighborhoods to fight for their rights. In 1993, the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice was born. 

Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice is born...            

1993— CCAEJ continues its work to oppose the >strong>Eagle Mountain Landfill proposed near Joshua Tree National Park. Just 
this year, after 18 years of battle, we won the federal lawsuit challenging the land exchange, presenting a major hurdle to 
continuing the proposal. 

June 1993— CCAEJ establishes LA office with Co-Director Triana Silton. Focus of work is the formation of the Lead 
Collaborative; Breast Cancer Coalition (linking environmental , women’s health and women of color organizations together to 
broaden the perspective on breast cancer from merely “early detection” to its root causes and impacts; and Battery Recycling 
Awareness Program to raise the issue of exporting used batteries to the Philippines, where children and families use hammers 
in their bare hands to break the batteries apart for “recycling”. CCAEJ wins agreements with several cities not to send recyclables 
oversees. 

Inland Valley Focus 

1997—Auto Nation USA proposes to build a car reconditioning facility that would have 11 paint-spray booths and would not be 
required to install pollution collection technology, resulting in more than 52 tons of chemicals into the air—5 times the federal 
standards. CCAEJ files an appeal of their permit. By Nov. Owner J. Wayne Huizenga walks away from facility and turns in his 
permits—the first time a corporation had turned in a permit at South Coast AQMD. 

Goods Movement 

1997—ARB declares diesel emissions a Toxic Air Contaminant and begins CCAEJ’s research into trucks and air quality of the 
area. 

1998— Old Dominion Freight Lines proposed placing a trucking facility in Glen Avon. After mounting a successful campaign 
(which resulted in an editorial column entitled “Due respect for Glen Avon”) , the Board of Supervisors overturned the Planning 
Commission’s approval. 

1999— Tri-co Drum proposes placing a drum recycling facility in the heart of Glen Avon. After CCAEJ publishes pictures 
showing the mess at its current facility in Fontana, the company withdrew its application the morning of the hearing. 

1999— Warehouses proposed by IDI (Industrial Developments International) for the Mira Loma area come under scrutiny. 
CCAEJ objects to these 2.8 million square foot facilities going in without an EIR (County issued a negative declaration and fast-
tracked the permit). CCAEJ sues the corporation and county on grounds of inadequate study of traffic, air quality, plants & 
animals impacts. 

June 28, 2000,—CCAEJ wins lawsuit forcing Riverside County and developers to conduct EIRs on all projects. 

2000— Glen Avon Revitalization Committee begins meeting with Tavaglione to address lack of code enforcement and 
services. 

Jan. 17, 2001— Opus West Corp. and Pannatoni Development Corp. propose more Industrial buildings totaling more than 12 
million sq. ft. 

Feb. 8, 2001— CCAEJ holds Townhall meeting where USC outlines the results of their Children’s Health Study. Mira Loma 
children have the slowest lung growth and weakest lung capacity of all children in southern California. 

Feb 14, 2001—Mapei Corporation proposes places a grout making plant with 12 story tall towers in Glen Avon. Ultra fine 

http://www.ccaej.org/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-history.html
http://www.ccaej.org/environmental-issues/goods-movement.html


particles would add to air pollution levels. CCAEJ kills proposal. 

Feb, 14, 2001— Planning Commission Hearing to hear all proposals on 9 warehouses. John Snell Jurupa Commissioner is 
quoted as saying, “We can’t just close our eyes and keep going forward with projects that keep bringing more trucks into the 
area.” 

Feb 16, 2001—Insignia/ESG proposes 6 warehouse buildings. 

March 4, 2001—Article “Milking a Profit” by the Press Enterprise comes out. Alan Sharp of IDI states, “The right to breathe clean 
air is not a right...It’s a luxury.” 

March 2001— John Tavaglione forms Mira Loma Committee. Goal is to draft guidelines for future developments, "in three 
months”. 

2001—Tavaglione holds Townhall meeting on crowing fowl, garage door fences and code enforcement. LAST meeting the 
supervisor has held in the community. 

April 26, 2001—Ground breaking for Glen Avon Heritage Park.> 

Aug. 2001— Tavaglione commissions CE-CERT at UCR to study Indoor-Outdoor air quality in Mira Loma. 

strong>2001—CCAEJ begins investigating Wyle Labs in Norco. 

Feb 2002— Preliminary Results given on CE-CERT study at Mira Loma Committee. Dr. Joseph Norbeck tells committee “Open 
your windows because Indoor air is worse than outdoor air. Mira Loma Specific Air Quality Study by South Coast AQMD is 
also presented. They find that even if new trucks and low- sulfur fuel are used the mere increase in trucks will keep pollution 
levels where they currently are. Recommended that if we are going to put in warehousing we should at least provide a 1500 foot 
buffer between diesel source and sensitive land uses (i.e. homes, schools, hospitals, etc). 

Aug. 2002 — Major article by Press Enterprise on Industry and Environment. 

Nov 2002—Air Quality workshop at Planning Commission USC, AQMD, CCAEJ, UCR gives presentations on air quality for 
Commissioners. 

2002– Bellegrave Triangle stopped. Planning commission unanimously voted to deny the warehouse projects. County agrees to 
enforce 1500 foot buffer zone between warehouses and homes. More than 700 acres are saved from industrial development. 

March, 2003—CCAEJ and CAREE file lawsuit on March Global Port industrial park. 

May 18, 2003—CCAEJ holds Air- Water Symposium at Riverside Convention Center with more than 300 Riverside County 
residents. Special guest is Erin Brockovich. 

September 30, 2003— Cal EPA adopts Environmental Justice Recommendations incorporating cumulative impacts, 
precautionary approach and vigorous public involvement. 

Oct. 2003— Union Pacific expands Auto Distribution Center. County claims it can’t stop it, and agrees to taking $2.2 Million in 
Impact fees. 

Oct. 2003— CCAEJ, CAREE and March JPA settle the lawsuit. Community gets reduction in amount of land for warehouses, 
all warehouses will be along freeway and away from homes, restrictions on truck routes and increasing the use of cleaner fuels. 
In addition, we were able to get land for a police/fire department and park. 

2004 — IDI proposes 425 homes to be built on land previously slated for warehouses. Community proposes a buffer area of 
retail, commercial and service commercial as a transition between industrial and residential.” CCAEJ files CEQA lawsuit. 

Feb. 2004—CCAEJ joins the Environmental Justice Working Group and the California Alliance, a progressive coalition of 
base building organizations throughout California. 

2004—CCAEJ becomes alternate to Cal EPA Environmental Justice Advisory Committee. 

2004- Regional Air Quality Task Force established. By 2005 they have outlined Good Neighbor Guidelines for Warehouses 
and Distribution Centers recognizing the 1000 foot buffer between homes and warehouses and other diesel sources. 

2005– CARB releases its Land Use Guidelines also calls for a 1,000 foot buffer between homes and diesel sources. 

March 15, 2005– Executive Director Penny Newman named Woman of the Year by California State Senate. 

2005— CCAEJ requested to join the Governor’s Goods Movement Integrating Working Group. 

Feb 3, 2005—June 2005— After 4 years of hard work from CCAEJ’s members, Riverside County finally passes “Truck Routing 
and Parking Regulations” to address the large number of trucks in residential areas. Takes effect on July 2005. 

  


