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GUILLEN PROMOTES LOCAL HIGHER ED. EXPANSION 
STC Breaks Ground on New Student Services and Library Facilities in House 

District 31  
 
RIO GRANDE CITY- South Texas College (STC) broke ground December 15 for the 
expansion of its Starr County Campus. Representative Ryan Guillen (D—Rural South Texas) 
attended the ceremony as an invited guest, to show his support for expanding educational 
opportunities in the Rio Grande Valley.  
 
"We must ensure our local students have the resources necessary for them to succeed in the 
increasingly competitive world," said Guillen. "Expanding access to higher education in 
South Texas is an important step in transforming our community into a place future 
generations can thrive."  
 
The STC expansion will cost approximately $24 million and will feature a thermal storage plant, 
an expanded Student Services Activities building and an 18,000-square-foot library. County 
voters passed the $159 million bond funding the project in 2013, and the expansion is scheduled 
for completion late 2017. STC’s expansion on the Starr County campus and Pecan campus is  
expected to help accommodate the predicted 42,000 student enrollment come 2020. 
 
With populations growing across the country, the job markets of the future are sure to become 
more competitive than ever. It is difficult to predict exactly what skills our future generations 
will need in those job markets, but we can be certain that an educated population can only be 
beneficial. The STC campus expansion is a sure way to bring hope to the prospects of increased 
educational access in our communities.  
 
Representative Ryan Guillen serves ten rural South Texas counties in the Texas House of 
Representatives, including Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim Hogg, Kenedy, La Salle, Live Oak, 
McMullen, Starr, and Willacy 
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