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Guillen Urges Action for Falcon Lake 
Chairman Guillen Works to Help Preserve Bass in Falcon Lake Reservoir 

AUSTIN – Historically, Falcon Lake Reservoir, located in Starr and Zapata counties, has stood among the best 
places for bass fishing in the world. Yet this title is no longer applicable, as the bass population in Falcon Lake 
has declined in recent years. The reduced number of bass has not only hurt the lake's fishing industry, but has 
had a negative impact on the local economy as well. Local fishermen claim that an abundance of alligator gar in 
the lake is the primary cause for the declining bass population. Chairman Ryan Guillen (D-District 31) of the 
House Committee on Culture, Recreation & Tourism has initiated efforts to help address this issue at the state 
level.  

"Helping preserve the bass population to Falcon Lake is a top priority," commented Guillen. "By working with 
the fishermen, local authorities, and the Parks and Wildlife Commission, we hope to facilitate a coordinated 
response to this crisis." 

In 2009, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission placed a statewide bag limit on alligator gar to one-per-day. 
Local fishermen explain that a combination of low water levels and overconsumption has exhausted the lake of 
carp and others of the gar's typical prey, which has caused the gar to eat the bass. Claims of gar feeding on the 
bass are supported by reports of an increase in bass caught with bite marks. This limit on catching alligator gar 
has hindered local fishermen from taking the matter into their own hands.  

Furthermore, the impact of the waning bass population extends beyond the fishing industry. When Falcon Lake 
earned the distinction of "best locality for bass fishing," regional tourism thrived as thousands flocked to enjoy 
the abundance of fish. Unfortunately, the loss of this distinction has hurt tourism, on which the local economy 
relies. Currently, biologists from the Inland Fisheries Division are conducting a study on alligator gar in order to 
determine if they are truly the main reason behind the diminishing number of largemouth bass in the waters of 
Falcon Lake. Although this study is underway, results will not be available until 2015. 

In a recent letter sent to the Parks and Wildlife Commission, Guillen urged the commission to remove the per-
day bag limit on alligator gar until the Inland Fisheries Division releases the results of the study, citing the 
pressing nature of the matter. Guillen hopes to work alongside Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission chairman, 
Dan Allen Hughes, Jr., to restore the largemouth bass population in an expedient and responsible manner. 
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