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GUILLEN WEIGHS-IN ON CPS BACKLOG & REFORM 
 
AUSTIN – On Wednesday, October 26, 2016, the Senate Finance Committee met to discuss Child Protective 
Services' (CPS) plan to ensure timely contact with children at immediate risk of abuse or neglect. The Committee 
master report will be released on November 4, 2016. 
 
The meeting was held only weeks after the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) publicly released 
numbers showing nearly a thousand at-risk children under CPS care were not checked on over the course of six 
months. State Representative Ryan Guillen (D—District 31) agrees with Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
and House Speaker Joe Straus' scathing letter to CPS, Oct. 12, and further stated that CPS needs to take immediate 
action to improve the crisis at hand.   
 
“As a father, ensuring the health and well-being of my daughters comes before anything else. As legislators, 
we have an obligation to ensure the health and well-being of all Texas children,” said Guillen. “Child 
Protective Services' inefficiency is a blight that must be addressed and, furthermore, is a huge cost to our 
state. Reforming CPS and our foster care system is essential to our great state's future.”  
 
Last week, the Department of Family and Protective Services asked state leaders for $53.3 million to hire 550 
additional staffers. Funding restraints on CPS have been a key topic amongst law makers attempting to quail the 
increasing crisis, and there is controversy over whether an increase in caseworkers and salaries will benefit the back-
log issue; considering a looming $40 million budget shortfall and a legion of already overworked caseworkers.  
 
Guillen understands the urgency of funding and calls on Gov. Abbott, Lt. Gov. Patrick and House Speaker Straus to 
allow CPS to move forward with their improvement plan, regardless of budget concerns. Guillen strongly believes 
both the House and Senate will prioritize the protection of children this upcoming session, and if funding is still 
considered a necessity for improvement, Guillen is dedicated to doing all he can to get CPS back on track to helping 
Texas' children.  
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