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GUILLEN STANDS WITH TEXAS CHILDREN 
 
AUSTIN – Monday, September 12th marked the release of a five-year plan regarding child abuse prevention and 
early intervention by the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). Having supported the legislation 
that commissioned the plan to combat child abuse, State Representative Ryan Guillen (D—District 31) praised the 
plan as well as the work of department staff.  
 
“As a father, ensuring the health and well-being of my daughters comes before anything else. As legislators, 
we have an obligation to ensure the health and well-being of all Texas children,” said Guillen. “Child abuse is 
a blight that is all too common and, furthermore, is a huge cost to our state. A statewide initiative to prevent 
child abuse and promote early intervention is a great step towards meeting that obligation.”  
 
The impetus for the plan was legislation passed in 2015 requiring DFPS to take action on child abuse in Texas. The 
legislature mandated that the plan address seven points with topics such as funding, highest risk populations and 
geographical areas, identify goals and priorities for prevention efforts, collaboration with other state agencies and 
strategies for plan implementation. 
 
The Prevention and Early Intervention (PEI) division of DFPS is in charge of formulating the plan. According to the 
legislation, PEI is required to adopt subsequent plans every five years and to update the plan annually.  
 
PEI has changed its efforts from primarily investigation-based public health approach to protecting children. Under 
this plan, child abuse and neglect are now considered a community issue. The plan will implement the use of 
research and demographic data to locate areas where the abuse and neglect are most likely to occur. They will then 
identify the most vulnerable children in these areas and notify Child Protective Services. 
 
The plan also features a 2014 study of child abuse showing the staggering economic cost child abuse and neglect 
produces for the state. The study revealed that the financial burden of child abuse to the state is $454 billion, which 
includes the costs of foster care, health care, unemployment, and other factors that stem from child abuse.  
 
PEI will issue annual updates that outline the program’s effectiveness, progress toward the plans and goals, and any 
strategy changes that may occur. For further details, the full five-year strategic plan can be found here. 

 
### 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/About_DFPS/Reports_and_Presentations/PEI/documents/2017/09-2016_PEI_Five_Year_Strategic_Plan.pdf

