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GUILLEN CONTINUES FIGHT TO SAVE TEXAS STATE PARKS, HISTORIC SITES 
Constitutional Amendment Guarantees Revenue to Preserve, Expand State Parks 

 
AUSTIN -- State Representative Ryan Guillen (D—Rural South Texas) filed HB 78 and HJR 16, which 
would guarantee that sales taxes collected on the sale of sporting goods are dedicated to the preservation 
and expansion of Texas state parks and historic sites.  
 
"Our parks and historic sites are some of the most iconic American institutions, and a few years 
ago they were in dire straits. Our committee led the charge last session and we passed HB 158 to 
ensure that funding would be collected in accounts dedicated for Texas Parks and Wildlife and the 
Texas Historical Commission. That was a huge win, a big step towards preserving the past in order 
to ensure the future," said Guillen. "But now it's time to finish what we started. Our children 
deserve to inherit and enjoy the legacy that generations of Texans carved out for them. Unless we 
amend the Texas Constitution, there's no guarantee that those who come after us will be as 
supportive of what we've accomplished over the past few years." 
 
Faced with a major budget shortfall following the recession, the 82nd Legislature reduced funding for 
state parks and historic sites by over 90%. These budget cuts were a crippling blow to operations, repairs 
and future acquisitions.  
 
As chairman of the House Committee on Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Guillen began working with 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)and the Texas Historical Commission (THC) as well as 
advocates for parks and historic preservation to secure funding necessary to address the problem. The 
committee held a series of hearings on parks and historic site funding and found that allocating the 
proceeds from sales taxes levied on the sale, storage or use of sporting goods would be sufficient to cover 
the costs for acquisition, maintenance and development of the Texas State Park system. 
 
In 2015, the Legislature restored funding for state parks and historic sites by dedicating the full amount of 
sporting goods sales tax revenues, which resulted in a $100 million funding increase. However, the 
appropriations to TPWD and THC are still subject the will of each subsequent legislature, meaning there 
is no guarantee that the money will be spent in the way it was intended. The constitutional amendment 
proposed by Guillen would guarantee full dedication of sporting goods sales tax revenues for state parks 
and historic sites in perpetuity.  
 
Representative Ryan Guillen is currently serving a third term as Chairman of the Committee on Culture, 
Recreation and Tourism for 2015-2016. Rep. Guillen is also a senior member of the Committee on 
Licensing & Administrative Procedures. 
 
Texas State Representative Ryan Guillen is serving in his sixth term in the Texas House representing 
House District 31, which includes the South Texas counties of Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim Hogg, 
Kenedy, La Salle, Live Oak, McMullen, Starr, and Willacy.  
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