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GUILLEN ANNOUNCES EFFORT 
TO IMPROVE HOME PROGRAM 

 
AUSTIN – On Friday, State Representative Ryan Guillen (D—Rural South Texas) announced 
plans to re-file HB 3608, a bill to allow the Texas Department of Housing and Community 
Affairs to award grants for predevelopment and require that environmental reviews be returned 
within 90 days. Representative Guillen says this measure will boost the effectiveness of the 
HOME program. 
 
"In order to ensure that the HOME Program can keep providing low-income Texans with 
housing needs, we need to improve upon it's planning process" Guillen said. "We need to 
eliminate the bureaucratic barriers that have been erected along the way." 
 
Administered by the Department of Housing and Community Affairs, the HOME program 
provides grants to implement local housing strategies designed to increase homeownership and 
affordable housing opportunities, and help with the development of housing projects for low-
income Texans. However, a barrier to the development of these projects is that there is little 
money available for the predevelopment phase of many projects.  
 
Furthermore, some applicants contend that the federally mandated environmental reviews are 
convoluted, and sometimes, are returned by the department without sufficient time to make 
necessary corrections before the submission deadline. Representative Guillen seeks to address 
this issue by allowing the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs to award grants 
for predevelopment, while also requiring that environmental reviews be returned to an applicant 
within 90 days of submission. 
 
The announcement comes ahead of the Willacy County Housing Summit, where Guillen is slated 
to speak. Ryan Guillen serves ten rural South Texas counties in the Texas House of 
Representatives, including Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim Hogg, Kenedy, La Salle, Live Oak, 
McMullen, Starr, and Willacy.  
 


