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REP GUILLEN CALLS ON DPS TO 
STICK TO MISSION OF SURGE 

Says “Surge Is Meant To Reinforce An Over-Burdened Border Patrol -- 
Not To Reinforce The Over-Burdening Of Local Families.” 

 
 AUSTIN -- Texas State Representative Ryan Guillen (D-Rural South Texas) today 
called on the Texas Department of Public Safety to stick to the mission of the current 
DPS surge on the Texas/Mexico border. 
 
“This surge is a response to an immigration crisis -- and particularly a response to a 
current, over-burdened, and under-manned border patrol that, if left unchecked, could 
pose a more serious threat to the homeland," said Representative Guillen, a Valley 
resident. "My concern, however, is that this surge may serve to inconvenience local 
families with minor, run-of-the-mill traffic stops, violations, and fines in greater numbers 
and at greater rates than the majority of Texans are subject to across the rest of the state.” 
 
Guillen talked directly to Colonel Steve McCraw today, Director of the Department of 
Public Safety, calling on him to make sure his officers stick to the mission of assisting 
US Customs and Border Patrol in responding to transnational crime on the Texas/Mexico 
border. 
 
“Colonel McCraw assured me that they are not here for traffic enforcement. He said there 
would be no regulatory check-points for drivers' licenses and insurance, and that his 
officers would maintain the courtesy and professionalism,” Guillen said of his 
conversation with McCraw. "It is important to me that local families come under no 
greater and no less scrutiny than any other Texans in any other area of the state." 
 
As of April, the number of persons apprehended in an attempt to cross the border illegally 
had already surpassed that of the previous fiscal year. In May 2014, US Customs and 
Border Patrol reported apprehending 1,100 illegal immigrants a day. In response to this 
influx of illegal immigration into Texas via the Rio Grande Valley, Governor Perry, 
Lieutenant Governor Dewhurst, and Speaker Straus sent a letter to Col. Steve McCraw, 
Director of DPS, authorizing $1.3 million per week to supplement law enforcement 
efforts along the border. 
 
“I understand the significance of this operation, but I hope those responsible for it 



understand that this surge is meant to reinforce an over-burdened border patrol -- not to 
reinforce the over-burdening of local families,” Guillen commented. 
 
The DPS must periodically report the results of the law enforcement surge to the 
governor and the legislature. 
 
"I'm not saying local families should be allowed to break the law -- I'm saying they 
should not be scrutinized, and therefore stopped and potentially ticketed, at higher rates 
than other Texans, under the guise of the current immigration crisis." Guillen said. 
 
According to DPS officials, surge operations will continue at least through the end of the 
calendar year, at which point the DPS will submit a full report on cost, effectiveness, and 
recommendations to the 84th Legislature. 
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