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Chairman Guillen Holds Hearing On Drought Impact, Coastal Tourism 

AUSTIN – On April 25th, Chairman Ryan Guillen (D- District 31) will hold a field hearing of the House 
Committee on Culture, Recreation, and Tourism in Corpus Christi. The purpose of the committee's hearing is to 
discuss coastal tourism and examine the impacts of drought on wildlife resources in the region.  
 
"Texas continues to face persistent drought conditions, and our wildlife resources are enduring residual or 
ongoing effects of the drought," Guillen said. "Populations of game animals have been adversely impacted. In 
response, [the committee] is examining how wildlife management practices have adapted in order to account for 
the pressures placed on various wildlife species and their habitat by the drought." 
 
The coastal field hearing will include invited testimony from two different panels. The first panel will provide 
an update to the committee on the status of coastal tourism, major drivers of tourism in the area, and ways the 
state can help tourism development. Members of this panel will include Tom Schmid, President and CEO of the 
Texas State Aquarium, Paulette Kluge, CEO of the Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau, David Teel, 
President and CEO of the Texas Travel Industry Association, and a representative from Schlitterbahn 
Waterparks & Resorts.  
 
The second panel will examine the impacts of the drought on coastal wildlife populations and other South Texas 
game, as well as changes in wildlife management practices that are either being used by landowners and/or 
encouraged by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to adapt to burdens the drought has placed on habitat 
and wildlife resources. Members of this panel will include wildlife biologists Daniel Kunz, South Texas 
Technical Guidance Biologist, and Jason Hardin, Statewide Turkey Program Leader. Kunz and Hardin are both 
with the Wildlife Division of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  
 
The coastal field hearing is the first in a sequence of five field hearings that Chairman Guillen will hold 
throughout the year. These field hearings will be addressing regional and statewide issues related to state parks, 
wildlife, hunting, fishing, state culture, outdoor recreation, and tourism.  
 
The hearing will be held at Del Mar College's Center for Economic Development, Room 106, on Friday, April 
25th at 1:00 PM. All are invited to attend the hearing.  
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